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Explore the expansive history of ideas, tracing the remarkable evolution of thought and human invention 
across millennia. From the pivotal discovery of fire to the profound insights of Freud, this comprehensive 
journey illuminates the origins and development of every significant innovation and intellectual concept 
that has shaped civilization. Dive into the intellectual history of humanity and discover the driving forces 
behind progress.
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Ideas

Peter Watson's hugely ambitious and stimulating history of ideas from deep antiquity to the present 
day—from the invention of writing, mathematics, science, and philosophy to the rise of such concepts 
as the law, sacrifice, democracy, and the soul—offers an illuminated path to a greater understanding 
of our world and ourselves.

Ideas

A highly ambitious and lucid history of ideas from the very earliest times to the present day. In this 
hugely ambitious and exciting book Peter Watson tells the history of ideas from prehistory to the present 
day, leading to a new way of telling the history of the world. The book begins over a million years ago 
with a discussion of how the earliest ideas might have originated. Looking at animal behaviour that 
appears to require some thought: tool-making, territoriality, counting, language (or at least sounds), 
pairbonding. Peter Watson moves on to the apeman and the development of simple ideas such as 
cooking, the earliest language, the emergence of family life. All the obvious areas are tackled: the 
Ancient Greeks, Christian theology, the ideas of Jesus, astrological thought, the soul, the self, beliefs 
about the heavens, the ideas of Islam, the Crusades, humanism, the Renaissance, Gutenberg and the 
book, the scientific revolution, the age of discovery, Shakespeare, the idea of Revolution, the Romantic 
imagination, Darwin, imperialism, modernism, Freud right up to the present day and the internet.

The Age of Atheists

The distinguished historian and author of The Medici Conspiracy examines atheism as a modern 
intellectual achievement that has motivated individuals to pursue invention and self-reliance, citing the 
accomplishments of secular philosophers, scientists and artists who have worked in the absence of 
religious belief.

The German Genius
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From the end of the Baroque age and the death of Bach in 1750 to the rise of Hitler in 1933, Germany 
was transformed from a poor relation among western nations into a dominant intellectual and cultural 
force more influential than France, Britain, Italy, Holland, and the United States. In the early decades 
of the 20th century, German artists, writers, philosophers, scientists, and engineers were leading their 
freshly-unified country to new and undreamed of heights, and by 1933, they had won more Nobel prizes 
than anyone else and more than the British and Americans combined. But this genius was cut down 
in its prime with the rise and subsequent fall of Adolf Hitler and his fascist Third Reich-a legacy of evil 
that has overshadowed the nation's contributions ever since. Yet how did the Germans achieve their 
pre-eminence beginning in the mid-18th century? In this fascinating cultural history, Peter Watson goes 
back through time to explore the origins of the German genius, how it flourished and shaped our lives, 
and, most importantly, to reveal how it continues to shape our world. As he convincingly demonstarates, 
while we may hold other European cultures in higher esteem, it was German thinking-from Bach to 
Nietzsche to Freud-that actually shaped modern America and Britain in ways that resonate today.

The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind

National Book Award Finalist: “This man’s ideas may be the most influential, not to say controversial, of 
the second half of the twentieth century.”—Columbus Dispatch At the heart of this classic, seminal book 
is Julian Jaynes's still-controversial thesis that human consciousness did not begin far back in animal 
evolution but instead is a learned process that came about only three thousand years ago and is still 
developing. The implications of this revolutionary scientific paradigm extend into virtually every aspect 
of our psychology, our history and culture, our religion—and indeed our future. “Don’t be put off by the 
academic title of Julian Jaynes’s The Origin of Consciousness in the Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind. 
Its prose is always lucid and often lyrical…he unfolds his case with the utmost intellectual rigor.”—The 
New York Times “When Julian Jaynes . . . speculates that until late in the twentieth millennium BC men 
had no consciousness but were automatically obeying the voices of the gods, we are astounded but 
compelled to follow this remarkable thesis.”—John Updike, The New Yorker “He is as startling as Freud 
was in The Interpretation of Dreams, and Jaynes is equally as adept at forcing a new view of known 
human behavior.”—American Journal of Psychiatry

Modern Mind

Presents a survey of the ideas, discoveries, individuals, and cultural expressions that comprise the 
intellectual history of the twentieth century.

The Modern Invention of Information

In The Modern Invention of Information: Discourse, History, and Power, Ronald E. Day provides a 
historically informed critical analysis of the concept and politics of information. Analyzing texts in 
Europe and the United States, his critical reading method goes beyond traditional historiographical 
readings of communication and information by engaging specific historical texts in terms of their 
attempts to construct and reshape history. After laying the groundwork and justifying his method of 
close reading for this study, Day examines the texts of two pre–World War II documentalists, Paul Otlet 
and Suzanne Briet. Through the work of Otlet and Briet, Day shows how documentation and information 
were associated with concepts of cultural progress. Day also discusses the social expansion of the 
conduit metaphor in the works of Warren Weaver and Norbert Wiener. He then shows how the work of 
contemporary French multimedia theorist Pierre Lévy refracts the earlier philosophical writings of Gilles 
Deleuze and Félix Guattari through the prism of the capitalist understanding of the “virtual society.” 
Turning back to the pre–World War II period, Day examines two critics of the information society: Martin 
Heidegger and Walter Benjamin. He explains Heidegger’s philosophical critique of the information 
culture’s model of language and truth as well as Benjamin’s aesthetic and historical critique of mass 
information and communication. Day concludes by contemplating the relation of critical theory and 
information, particularly in regard to the information culture’s transformation of history, historiography, 
and historicity into positive categories of assumed and represented knowledge.

The Great Divide

How the division of the Americas from the rest of the world affected human history. In 15,000 B.C. early 
humankind, who had evolved in Africa tens of thousands of years before and spread out to populate 
the Earth, arrived in Siberia, during the Ice Age. Because so much water was locked up at that time in 



the great ice sheets, several miles thick, the levels of the world's oceans were much lower than they are 
today, and early humans were able to walk across the Bering Strait, then a land bridge, without getting 
their feet wet and enter the Americas. Then, the Ice Age came to an end, the Bering Strait refilled with 
water and humans in the Americas were cut off from humans elsewhere in the world. This division - 
with two great populations on Earth, each oblivious of the other - continued until Christopher Columbus 
'discovered' America just before 1500 A.D. This is the fascinating subject of THE GREAT DIVIDE, 
which compares and contrasts the development of humankind in the 'Old World' and the 'New' between 
15,000 B.C. and 1500 A.D. This unprecedented comparison of early peoples means that, when these 
factors are taken together, they offer a uniquely revealing insight into what it means to be human. THE 
GREAT DIVIDE offers a masterly and totally original synthesis of archaeology, anthropology, geology, 
meteorology, cosmology and mythology, to give a new shape - and a new understanding - to human 
history.

Freud: A Very Short Introduction

Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) revolutionized the way in which we think about ourselves. From its 
beginnings as a theory of neurosis, Freud developed psycho-analysis into a general psychology 
which became widely accepted as the predominant mode of discussing personality and interpersonal 
relationships. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press 
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way 
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

TIME 100 Ideas that Changed the World

From the light bulb, automobile and computer to vaccinations and tectonic theory, TIME reports on 
the most significant scientific and technological breakthroughs — in the form of ideas, inventions and 
discoveries — that have driven human progress. This book is both mentally and visually stimulating, 
showcasing beautiful and illuminating photographs, illustrations and graphics. Taking a look back 
through the most influential ideas that have changed the course of history, this book will take readers 
on an inspiring journey. From the early telescopes of Galileo to the forefront of American industry with 
Henry Ford's assembly line, TIME explores the worlds of those bright thinkers that shaped the future.

A Terrible Beauty

A history of the twentieth century which covers all the ideas, people, great events, literary and artistic 
movements, scientific discoveries which have shaped the twentieth century. Terrible Beauty presents 
a unique narrative of the twentieth century. Unlike more conventional histories, where the focus is on 
political events and personalities, on wars, treaties and elections, this book concentrates on the ideas 
that made the century so rich, rewarding and provocative. Beginning with four seminal ideas which were 
introduced in 1900 - the unconscious, the gene, the quantum and Picasso's first paintings in Paris - the 
book brings together the main areas of thought and juxtaposes the most original and influential ideas 
of our time in an immensely readable narrative. From the creation of plastic to Norman Mailer, from 
the discovery of the 'Big Bang' to the Counterculture, from Relativity to Susan Sontag, from Proust 
to Salman Rushdie, and Henri Bergson to Saul Bellow, the book's range is encyclopedic. We meet in 
these pages the other twentieth century, the writers, the artists, the scientists and philosophers who 
were not cowed by the political and military disasters raging around them, and produced some of 
the most amazing and rewarding ideas by which we live. Terrible Beauty, endlessly stimulating and 
provocative, affirms that there was much more to the twentieth century than war and genocide.



The Wild Longing of the Human Heart

The search for happiness has been an enduring quest for us all. The greatest minds from history--Plato, 
Aristotle, Epicurus, Rousseau, Kant, Mill, Gandhi, Einstein and many others—all confirm that happi-
ness is the one thing we all crave after. The Wild Longing of the Human Heart is divided into two parts. 
Part one examines the brief history of happiness which has not always meant exactly the same thing 
to all cultures and individuals, and then moves on to summarize the latest information from the areas 
of brain science as well as the field of positive psychology. Part two proposes that it is not happiness 
(in the psycho-physiological sense of something like tranquility) which is the true goal of human living. 
Rather, the true goal of the “wild longing” is a meaningful life, guided by the search for truth, beauty 
and goodness.

Archive Fever

As a depository of civic record and social history whose very name derives from the Greek word for 
town hall, the archive would seem to be a public entity, yet it is stocked with the personal, even intimate, 
artifacts of private lives. It is this inherent tension between public and private which inaugurates, for 
Derrida, an inquiry into the human impulse to preserve, through technology as well as tradition, both a 
historical and a psychic past. What emerges is a marvelous expansive work, engaging at once Judaic 
mythos, Freudian psychoanalysis, and Marxist materialism in a profound reflection on the real, the 
unreal, and the virtual.

Convergence

Originally published in Great Britain in 2016 with different subtitle: Convergence: the deepest idea in 
the universe.

Philosophy of Love

The author of the classic philosophical treatment of love reflects on the trajectory, over decades, 
of his thoughts on love and other topics. In 1984, Irving Singer published the first volume of what 
would become a classic and much acclaimed trilogy on love. Trained as an analytical philosopher, 
Singer first approached his subject with the tools of current philosophical methodology. Dissatisfied by 
the initial results (finding the chapters he had written “just dreary and unproductive of anything”), he 
turned to the history of ideas in philosophy and the arts for inspiration. He discovered an immensity 
of speculation and artistic practice that reached wholly beyond the parameters he had been trained 
to consider truly philosophical. In his three-volume work The Nature of Love, Singer tried to make 
sense of this historical progression within a framework that reflected his precise distinction-making and 
analytical background. In this new book, he maps the trajectory of his thinking on love. It is a “partial” 
summing-up of a lifework: partial because it expresses the author's still unfolding views, because it is 
a recapitulation of many published pages, because love—like any subject of that magnitude—resists 
a neatly comprehensive, all-inclusive formulation. Adopting an informal, even conversational, tone, 
Singer discusses, among other topics, the history of romantic love, the Platonic ideal, courtly and 
nineteenth-century Romantic love; the nature of passion; the concept of merging (and his critique of it); 
ideas about love in Freud, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Dewey, Santayana, Sartre, and other writers; and 
love in relation to democracy, existentialism, creativity, and the possible future of scientific investigation. 
Singer's writing on love embodies what he has learned as a contemporary philosopher, studying other 
authors in the field and “trying to get a little further.” This book continues his trailblazing explorations.

Freud in Cambridge

The authors explore the influence of Freud's thinking on twentieth-century intellectual and scientific life 
within Cambridge and beyond.

And Man Created God

If God made everything, who made God? this question has intrigued thinkers from the earliest times 
and provided opponents of religion with some of their strongest ammunition. In And Man Created God 
renowned scholar Robert Banks explores the history of this question from its earliest vocalisation in 
the ancient world to its most famous historical proponents. In the process he reveals the many ways in 
which men have made gods, and the many reasons why--Back cover.

Making Sex



History of sex in the West from the ancients to the moderns by describing the developments in 
reproductive anatomy and physiology.

Dictionary of Accepted Ideas

Jacques Barzun's masterful translation proves that Flaubert's Dictionary of Accepted Ideas--an acid 
catalogue of the clichés of 19th-century France--is as relevant today as ever.

The Crowd

A work devoted to the study and characteristics of crowds. An endeavor to examine the difficult problem 
presented by crowds in a purely scientific matter, proceeding with method, without being influenced by 
opinions, theories and doctrines. With sections devoted to the mind of crowds, opinions and beliefs of 
crowds and the classification and description of the different kinds of crowds.

Freud

From the master of Freud debunkers, the book that definitively puts an end to the myth of psycho-
analysis and its creator. Sigmund Freud is one of the most influential figures of western society. His 
ideas transformed the way that we think about our minds, our selves and even our thoughts. But 
while he was undeniably a visionary thinker, Freud's legend was also the work of years of careful 
mythologizing, and a fierce refusal to accept criticism or scrutiny of his often unprincipled methods. In 
Freud: The Making of an Illusion, Frederick Crews dismantles Freud's totemic reputation brick by brick. 
Looking at recently revealed correspondence, he examines Freud's own personality, his selfishness, 
competitiveness and willingness to cut corners and exploit weaknesses to get his own way. He explores 
Freud's whole-hearted embracing of cocaine as a therapeutic tool, and the role it played in his own 
career. And he interrogates Freud's intellectual legacy, exposing how many of his ideas and conclusions 
were purely speculative, or taken wholesale from others. As acidic as it is authoritative, this critique of 
the man behind the legend is compulsory reading for anyone interested in Freudianism.

Where Good Ideas Come from

Identifies key principles that are driving force of creativity. This book helps to learn how: a slow hunch 
can be more valuable than a Eureka moment; the connected 'hive mind' is smarter than the lone thinker; 
where you think matters just as much as what you're thinking; and, the best ideas come from building 
on the ideas and inventions of others.

A History of Mechanical Inventions

Updated classic explores importance of technological innovation in cultural and economic history of 
the West. Water wheels, clocks, printing, machine tools, more. "Without peer." — American Scientist.

From Dawn to Decadence

The product of the author's lifetime, this powerful narrative, insterrsperses the author's analysis of wars, 
philosophy, science, manners, sex, religion, morals, art, et al, from the Reformation to the present day, 
with biographical sketches of influential historical figures. His conclusion is that the decadence of the 
current age is merely a watershed for a new age in which Western culture will again flourish.

A General Introduction to Psychoanalysis

In "A General Introduction to Psychoanalysis," Sigmund Freud presents an overview of his ground-
breaking theories and concepts in the field of psychoanalysis. The book is intended for a general 
audience, making Freud's ideas more accessible to the public. It provides a comprehensive introduction 
to the core concepts of psychoanalysis and offers insight into the workings of the human mind. The 
book covers key concepts in psychoanalysis, including: The Unconscious Mind: Freud explores the 
idea that much of human behavior is influenced by unconscious thoughts, desires, and conflicts, which 
can manifest in various ways, including dreams and slips of the tongue. The Oedipus Complex: Freud 
discusses the Oedipus complex, a central concept in psychoanalysis, which involves a child's feelings 
of attraction toward the opposite-sex parent and rivalry with the same-sex parent. He explains how 
its resolution can impact psychological development. Defense Mechanisms: Freud describes defense 
mechanisms that individuals use to protect themselves from uncomfortable thoughts and emotions, 



such as repression, denial, and projection. Dream Analysis: Freud emphasizes the significance of 
dreams in understanding the unconscious mind, introducing dream symbolism and interpretation as 
tools to uncover hidden desires and fears. Sexual Development: Freud explores stages of psychosexual 
development, including oral, anal, phallic, latent, and genital stages, and their influence on personality 
and behavior. Neuroses: Freud examines various forms of neuroses, such as hysteria and obsessional 
neurosis, attributing them to repressed conflicts and unresolved issues from childhood.

Imagination

The origins, nature, function and effects of imagination have engrossed writers, theologians, philoso-
phers and practitioners of the arts across the ages; its influence on painting and music continues to 
be debated. It has been simultaneously feared as a dangerous, uncontrollable force and revered as 
the supreme visionary power. Cocking's Imagination is an exploration of the history of imagination from 
antiquity to the Renaissance. The book opens with a treatment of imagination in the writings of Aristotle 
and Plato. Developments in the Middle Ages are traced, with particular attention to the parallel tradition 
in Islamic thought of the period and the book pursues the concept through the theories of Dante and the 
Neo-platonists to the High Renaissance. The manuscript was left unfinished on Professor Cocking's 
death in 1986 and has been edited by Penelope Murray, who adds an introductory essay. The book will 
be of particular value as a background to the explosion of interest in the imagination in the Romantic 
period.

Modern Mind

From Freud to Babbitt, from Animal Farm to Sartre to the Great Society, from the Theory of Relativity 
to counterculture to Kosovo, The Modern Mind is encyclopedic, covering the major writers, artists, 
scientists, and philosophers who produced the ideas by which we live. Peter Watson has produced 
a fluent and engaging narrative of the intellectual tradition of the twentieth century, and the men and 
women who created it.

Sophie's World

The international bestseller about life, the universe and everything. 'A simply wonderful, irresistible 
book' DAILY TELEGRAPH 'A terrifically entertaining and imaginative story wrapped round its tough, 
thought-provoking philosophical heart' DAILY MAIL 'Remarkable ... an extraordinary achievement' 
SUNDAY TIMES When 14-year-old Sophie encounters a mysterious mentor who introduces her to 
philosophy, mysteries deepen in her own life. Why does she keep getting postcards addressed to 
another girl? Who is the other girl? And who, for that matter, is Sophie herself? To solve the riddle, 
she uses her new knowledge of philosophy, but the truth is far stranger than she could have imagined. 
A phenomenal worldwide bestseller, SOPHIE'S WORLD sets out to draw teenagers into the world of 
Socrates, Descartes, Spinoza, Hegel and all the great philosophers. A brilliantly original and fascinating 
story with many twists and turns, it raises profound questions about the meaning of life and the origin 
of the universe.

Psychology and Race

Since the problems of race relations are worldwide, the international origins and perspectives of this 
excellent and timely book are especially advantageous. More research has been done in the United 
States than elsewhere on the psychology of race relations, so it is appropriate that a plurality of the 
chapters of this book are by American authors--a stellar group that includes leading contributors to our 
contemporary knowledge of the topic. Contributors from the English-speaking Commonwealth coun-
tries are next in number, followed by authors from the United Kingdom, where race-related issues have 
only recently become a salient concern of politics and social ethics. The editor has assigned topics to his 
carefully chosen author-experts not by country or region, but by matching the expertise of each author 
against a need for coherent analysis of the important aspects of aepsychology and race.'Psychology 
and Race is divided into two major parts. The first half of the book looks at the interracial situation itself. 
The first section concentrates on the majority or dominant group, and describes the development and 
measurement of racial awareness and prejudice and techniques for reducing prejudice; the second 
section focuses on the reactions of subordinate or minority groups; and the third deals with specific 
aspects of interpersonal interaction-attitudes, behavior, and performance--when the people concerned 
are of different races. The book also looks at those areas of life where race is relevant and where 
psychology can help in an understanding of the situation.The scope of this volume, the distinction of 



its authors, and the hardheaded sense of reality it brings to the discussion of these extremely complex 
issues will make it an invaluable resource not only for teachers and students but also for everyone 
concerned in any way with this most pressing issue of our times.

As I Was Saying

As I Was Saying is a collection of G. K. Chesterton's charming essays about a variety of topics like 
Loving Germans, Puritanism, and Voltaire. Contents: "ABOUT MAD METAPHORS II ABOUT LOVING 
GERMANS III ABOUT IMPENITENCE IV ABOUT TRAFFIC V ABOUT THE CENSOR VI ABOUT 
SHAMELESSNESS VII ABOUT PURITANISM VIII ABOUT SIR JAMES JEANS IX ABOUT VOLTAIRE 
X ABOUT BELIEFS XI ABOUT MODERN GIRLS XII ABOUT POETRY XIII ABOUT BLONDES."

The End of the World News

A futuristic account of the world's end is composed of three narrative strands presented as if viewed 
simultaneously, featuring historical and fictional figures, and shifting from New York, to Vienna, to outer 
space

A Little History of Philosophy

Presents an introduction to the ideas of major Western philosophers, including Aristotle, Augustine, 
John Locke, and Karl Marx.

A Terrible Beauty

A profound, eloquent meditation on the history of writing, from Mesopotamia to multimedia. Why does 
writing exist? What does it mean to those who write? Born from the interplay of natural and cultural 
history, the seemingly magical act of writing has continually expanded our consciousness. Portrayed in 
mythology as either a gift from heroes or a curse from the gods, it has been used as both an instrument 
of power and a channel of the divine; a means of social bonding and of individual self-definition. Now, 
as the revolution once wrought by the printed word gives way to the digital age, many fear that the art of 
writing, and the nuanced thinking nurtured by writing, are under threat. But writing itself, despite striving 
for permanence, is always in the midst of growth and transfiguration. Celebrating the impulse to record, 
invent, and make one's mark, Matthew Battles reenchants the written word for all those susceptible to 
the power and beauty of writing in all of its forms.

A Warsaw Diary

Walter Kaufmann completed this, the third and final volume of his landmark trilogy, shortly before his 
death in 1980. The trilogy is the crowning achievement of a lifetime of study, writing, and teaching. This 
final volume contains Kaufmann's tribute to Sigmund Freud, the man he thought had done as much 
as anyone to discover and illuminate the human mind. Kaufmann's own analytical brilliance seems a 
fitting reflection of Freud's, and his acute commentary affords fitting company to Freud's own thought. 
Kaufmann traces the intellectual tradition that culminated in Freud's blending of analytic scientific 
thinking with humanistic insight to create "a poetic science of the mind." He argues that despite Freud's 
great achievement and celebrity, his work and person have often been misunderstood and unfairly 
maligned, the victim of poor translations and hostile critics. Kaufmann dispels some of the myths that 
have surrounded Freud and damaged his reputation. He takes pains to show how undogmatic, how 
open to discussion, and how modest Freud actually was. Kaufmann endeavors to defend Freud against 
the attacks of his two most prominent apostate disciples, Alfred Adler and Carl Gustav Jung. Adler is 
revealed as having been jealous, hostile, and an ingrate, a muddled thinker and unskilled writer, and 
remarkably lacking in self-understanding. Jung emerges in Kaufmann's depiction as an unattractive, 
petty, and envious human being, an anti-Semite, an obscure and obscurantist thinker, and, like Adler, 
lacking insight into himself. Freud, on the contrary, is argued to have displayed great nobility and great 
insight into himself and his wayward disciples in the course of their famous fallings-out.

Palimpsest

Vladimir Nabokov, bilingual writer of dazzling masterpieces, is a phenomenon that both resists and 
requires contextualization. This book challenges the myth of Nabokov as a sole genius who worked 
in isolation from his surroundings, as it seeks to anchor his work firmly within the historical, cultural, 
intellectual and political contexts of the turbulent twentieth century. Vladimir Nabokov in Context maps 



the ever-changing sites, people, cultures and ideologies of his itinerant life which shaped the production 
and reception of his work. Concise and lively essays by leading scholars reveal a complex relationship 
of mutual influence between Nabokov's work and his environment. Appealing to a wide community of 
literary scholars this timely companion to Nabokov's writing offers new insights and approaches to one 
of the most important, and yet most elusive writers of modern literature.

Freud, Alder, and Jung

“Heterosexuality,” assumed to denote a universal sexual and cultural norm, has been largely exempt 
from critical scrutiny. In this boldly original work, Jonathan Ned Katz challenges the common notion 
that the distinction between heterosexuality and homosexuality has been a timeless one. Building on 
the history of medical terminology, he reveals that as late as 1923, the term “heterosexuality” referred 
to a "morbid sexual passion," and that its current usage emerged to legitimate men and women having 
sex for pleasure. Drawing on the works of Sigmund Freud, James Baldwin, Betty Friedan, and Michel 
Foucault, The Invention of Heterosexuality considers the effects of heterosexuality’s recently forged 
primacy on both scientific literature and popular culture. “Lively and provocative.”—Carol Tavris, New 
York Times Book Review “A valuable primer . . . misses no significant twists in sexual politics.”—Gary In-
diana, Village Voice Literary Supplement “One of the most important—if not outright subversive—works 
to emerge from gay and lesbian studies in years.”—Mark Thompson, The Advocate

Vladimir Nabokov in Context

The Passion of the Western Mind is a complete guide to Western civilisation and the philosophical ideas 
that have shaped our world view. From Plato to Hegel, from Augustine to Nietzsche, from Copernicus 
to Freud, Richard Tarnas described profound philosophical concepts simply, but without simplifying 
them. Ten years in the making, The Passion of the Western Mind was hailed as an instant classic on 
publication. In it, Tarnas provides a compelling account of the evolution of the Western mind and its 
changing conception of reality. Advances on several fronts - in philosophy, psychology, religous studies 
and the history of science - have shed new light on this remarkable evolution and Tarnas draws together 
these advances to set forth a new perspective for understanding out culture's intellectual and spiritual 
history. The result is a complete liberal education in a single volume.

The Invention of Heterosexuality

What happens when media and politics become forms of entertainment? As our world begins to look 
more and more like Orwell's 1984, Neil's Postman's essential guide to the modern media is more 
relevant than ever. "It's unlikely that Trump has ever read Amusing Ourselves to Death, but his ascent 
would not have surprised Postman.” -CNN Originally published in 1985, Neil Postman’s groundbreaking 
polemic about the corrosive effects of television on our politics and public discourse has been hailed 
as a twenty-first-century book published in the twentieth century. Now, with television joined by more 
sophisticated electronic media—from the Internet to cell phones to DVDs—it has taken on even greater 
significance. Amusing Ourselves to Death is a prophetic look at what happens when politics, journalism, 
education, and even religion become subject to the demands of entertainment. It is also a blueprint 
for regaining control of our media, so that they can serve our highest goals. “A brilliant, powerful, and 
important book. This is an indictment that Postman has laid down and, so far as I can see, an irrefutable 
one.” –Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post Book World

The Passion Of The Western Mind

Amusing Ourselves to Death
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