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Explore the complex moral landscape of Kurt Vonnegut's "Mother Night," a powerful satirical novel. 
This classic WWII fiction delves into the life of Howard W. Campbell Jr., an American playwright turned 
Nazi propagandist, revealing profound insights into identity, allegiance, and the nature of perceived evil 
within post-war literature.

Our course materials library includes guides, handouts, and assignments for various 
subjects.
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We are pleased to inform you that the document Kurt Vonnegut Mother Night you are 
looking for is available here.
Please feel free to download it for free and enjoy easy access.

This document is authentic and verified from the original source.
We always strive to provide reliable references for our valued visitors.
That way, you can use it without any concern about its authenticity.

We hope this document is useful for your needs.
Keep visiting our website for more helpful resources.
Thank you for your trust in our service.

This document is one of the most sought-after resources in digital libraries across the 
internet.
You are fortunate to have found it here.
We provide you with the full version of Kurt Vonnegut Mother Night completely free of 
charge.

Mother Night

“Vonnegut is George Orwell, Dr. Caligari and Flash Gordon compounded into one writer . . . a zany but 
moral mad scientist.”—Time Mother Night is a daring challenge to our moral sense. American Howard 
W. Campbell, Jr., a spy during World War II, is now on trial in Israel as a Nazi war criminal. But is he 
really guilty? In this brilliant book rife with true gallows humor, Vonnegut turns black and white into 
a chilling shade of gray with a verdict that will haunt us all. “A great artist.”—Cincinnati Enquirer “A 
shaking up in the kaleidoscope of laughter . . . Reading Vonnegut is addictive!”—Commonweal

Mother Night

“Vonnegut is George Orwell, Dr. Caligari and Flash Gordon compounded into one writer . . . a zany but 
moral mad scientist.”—Time Mother Night is a daring challenge to our moral sense. American Howard 
W. Campbell, Jr., a spy during World War II, is now on trial in Israel as a Nazi war criminal. But is he 
really guilty? In this brilliant book rife with true gallows humor, Vonnegut turns black and white into 
a chilling shade of gray with a verdict that will haunt us all. “A great artist.”—Cincinnati Enquirer “A 
shaking up in the kaleidoscope of laughter . . . Reading Vonnegut is addictive!”—Commonweal

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/kurt-vonnegut
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/kurt-vonnegut
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/mother-night
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/wwii-fiction
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/satirical-novel
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/post-war-literature


Mother Night

'Black satire of the highest polish' Guardian Whilst awaiting trial for war crimes in an Israeli prison, 
Howard W. Campbell Jr sets down his memoirs on an old German typewriter. He has used such a 
typewriter before, when he worked as a Nazi propagandist under Goebbels. Though that was before 
he agreed to become a spy for US military. Is Howard guilty? Can a black or white verdict ever be 
reached in a world that's a gazillion shades of grey? 'After Vonnegut, everything else seems a bit tame' 
Spectator

We Are What We Pretend To Be

Kurt Vonnegut's first and last works come together for the first time in print, in a collection aptly titled 
after his famous phrase, We Are What We Pretend To Be.

Who Am I This Time?

Drawing on his experiences as a young man in the Great Depression and the Second World War, Kurt 
Vonnegut created a new style of fiction responsive to the post-war world and unique in its appeal to 
both popular audiences and avant-garde critics. His work was profoundly innovative and yet perfectly 
lucid. In this comprehensive introductory study, originally published in 1982, Jerome Klinkowitz traces 
Vonnegut's influences within the American middle class, his early efforts as a short-story writer for 
magazines in the 1960s and his startling and unprecedented success as a bestselling experimental 
novelist with Slaughterhouse-Five. His self-consciously moral posture led to readers throughout the 
world accepting him as their spokesman for humane values, a role which Klinkowitz considers within 
the context of his work.

Kurt Vonnegut

A Man Without a Country is Kurt Vonnegut’s hilariously funny and razor-sharp look at life ("If I die—God 
forbid—I would like to go to heaven to ask somebody in charge up there, ‘Hey, what was the good 
news and what was the bad news?"), art ("To practice any art, no matter how well or badly, is a way to 
make your soul grow. So do it."), politics ("I asked former Yankees pitcher Jim Bouton what he thought 
of our great victory over Iraq and he said, ‘Mohammed Ali versus Mr. Rogers.’"), and the condition 
of the soul of America today ("What has happened to us?"). Based on short essays and speeches 
composed over the last five years and plentifully illustrated with artwork by the author throughout, A 
Man Without a Country gives us Vonnegut both speaking out with indignation and writing tenderly to 
his fellow Americans, sometimes joking, at other times hopeless, always searching.

A Man Without a Country

Prisoner of war, optometrist, time-traveller these are the life roles of Billy Pilgrim, hero of this miracu-
lously moving, bitter and funny story of innocence faced with apocalypse. Slaughterhouse 5is one of 
the world's great anti-war books. Centr

Slaughterhouse 5

Kurt Vonnegut is one of the few American writers since Mark Twain to have won and sustained a 
great popular acceptance while boldly introducing new themes and forms on the literary cutting edge. 
This is the "Vonnegut effect" that Jerome Klinkowitz finds unique among postmodernist authors. In 
this innovative study of the author's fiction, Klinkowitz examines the forces in American life that have 
made Vonnegut's works possible. Vonnegut shared with readers a world that includes the expansive 
timeline from the Great Depression, during which his family lost their economic support, through the 
countercultural revolt of the 1960s, during which his fiction first gained prominence. Vonnegut also 
explored the growth in recent decades of America's sway in art, which his fiction celebrates, and 
geopolitics, which his novels question. A pioneer in Vonnegut studies, Jerome Klinkowitz offers The 
Vonnegut Effect as a thorough treatment of the author's fiction—a canon covering more than a half 
century and comprising twenty books. Considering both Vonnegut's methods and the cultural needs 
they have served, Klinkowitz explains how those works came to be written and concludes with an 
assessment of the author's place in American fiction.

The Vonnegut Effect



Here for the first time is the complete short fiction of one of the twentieth century's foremost imaginative 
geniuses. More than half of Vonnegut's output was short fiction, and never before has the world had oc-
casion to wrestle with it all together. Organized thematically—"War," "Women," "Science," "Romance," 
"Work Ethic versus Fame and Fortune," "Behavior," "The Band Director" (those stories featuring Lincoln 
High's band director and nice guy George Hemholtz), and "Futuristic"—these ninety-eight stories 
were written from 1941 to 2007, and include those Vonnegut published in magazines and collected 
in Welcome to the Monkey House, Bagombo Snuff Box, and other books; here for the first time five 
previously unpublished stories; as well as a handful of others that were published online and read by 
few. During his lifetime Vonnegut published fewer than half of the stories he wrote, his agent telling 
him in 1958 upon the rejection of a particularly strong story, "Save it for the collection of your works 
which will be published someday when you become famous. Which may take a little time." Selected and 
introduced by longtime Vonnegut friends and scholars Dan Wakefield and Jerome Klinkowitz, Complete 
Stories puts Vonnegut's great wit, humor, humanity, and artistry on full display. An extraordinary literary 
feast for new readers, Vonnegut fans, and scholars alike.

The Sirens of Titan

‘Timequake is sweet, wild and cock-eyed... Vonnegut has always had a true comic ear... A beautifully 
fastidious writer, utterly original’ - Guardian According to science-fiction writer Kilgore Trout, a global 
timequake will occur in New York City on 13th February 2001. It is the moment when the universe 
suffers a crisis of conscience. Should it expand or make a great big bang? It decides to wind the clock 
back a decade to 1991, making everyone in the world endure ten years of deja-vu and a total loss of 
free will – not to mention the torture of reliving every nanosecond of one of the tawdiest and most hollow 
decades. With his trademark wicked wit, Vonnegut addresses memory, suicide, the Great Depression, 
the loss of American eloquence, and the obsolescent thrill of reading books.

Complete Stories

First published on the anniversary of Kurt Vonnegut's death, Armageddon in Retrospect is a collection 
of twelve new writings - a fitting tribute to the author, and an essential contribution to the discussion 
of war, peace and humanity's tendency towards violence. Imbued with Vonnegut's trademark rueful 
humour, the pieces range from a visceral non-fiction recollection of the destruction of Dresden - to a 
painfully funny short story about three soldiers and their fantasies of the perfect meal.

Timequake

Kurt Vonnegut's darkly comic work became a symbol for the counterculture of a generation. From his 
debut novel, Player Piano (1951) through seminal 1960's novels such as Cat's Cradle (1963) and 
Slaughterhouse-Five (1969) up to the recent success of A Man Without A Country (2005), Vonnegut's 
writing has remained commercially popular, offering a satirical yet optimistic outlook on modern life. 
Though many fellow writers admired Vonnegut - Gore Vidal famously suggesting that "Kurt was never 
dull" - the academic establishment has tended to retain a degree of scepticism concerning the validity 
of his work. This dynamic collection aims to re-evaluate Vonnegut's position as an integral part of the 
American post-war cannon of literature.

Armageddon in Retrospect

The Eden Express describes from the inside Mark Vonnegut’s experience in the late ’60s and early 
’70s—a recent college grad; in love; living communally on a farm, with a famous and doting father, 
cherished dog, and prized jalopy—and then the nervous breakdowns in all their slow-motion intimacy, 
the taste of mortality and opportunity for humor they provided, and the grim despair they afforded as 
well. That he emerged to write this funny and true book and then moved on to find the meaningful life 
that for a while had seemed beyond reach is what ultimately happens in The Eden Express. But the real 
story here is that throughout his harrowing experience his sense of humor let him see the humanity 
of what he was going through, and his gift of language let him describe it in such a moving way that 
others could begin to imagine both its utter ordinariness as well as the madness we all share.

New Critical Essays on Kurt Vonnegut

FROM THE ONE-OF-A-KIND IMAGINATION THAT BROUGHT US SLAUGHTERHOUSE 5 AND 
CAT'S CRADLE 'Kurt Vonnegut is either the funniest serious writer around or the most serious funny 



writer' Los Angeles Times Book Review An 'autobiographical collage' of speeches, stories and essays, 
in Palm Sunday, Kurt Vonnegut writes beguilingly about everything from country music to George Bush, 
his favourite comedians to his mother's midnight mania, and bittersweet tributes to a dead best friend 
and a dead marriage. Resonating with his singular voice, this is a self-portrait in writing that showcases 
why Kurt Vonnegut is as genius an essayist and commentator on American society as he is a novelist.

The Eden Express

Kurt Vonnegut has surpassed even his own giddy heights of hilariously bitter irony in Bluebeard. It is a 
novel so funny and yet so terribly serious that you will read it - then reconsider your own life.

Palm Sunday

Research Paper from the year 2011 in the subject Cultural Studies - Holocaust Studies, grade: A, 
Northern Arizona University, course: 20th Century American Literature, language: English, abstract: 
Kurt Vonnegut’s Mother Night was one of the two great competing postmodern analyses of the war 
against totalitarianism. Vonnegut saw World War II as an absurd and tragic consequence of mass 
schizophrenia in Nazi Germany, and the book’s main character epitomizes and enables this cultural 
flaw.

Bluebeard

The story of Kurt Vonnegut and Slaughterhouse-Five, an enduring masterpiece on trauma and memory 
Kurt Vonnegut was twenty years old when he enlisted in the United States Army. Less than two years 
later, he was captured by the Germans in the single deadliest US engagement of the war, the Battle 
of the Bulge. He was taken to a POW camp, then transferred to a work camp near Dresden, and 
held in a slaughterhouse called Schlachthof Fünf where he survived the horrific firebombing that killed 
thousands and destroyed the city. To the millions of fans of Vonnegut’s great novel Slaughterhouse-Five, 
these details are familiar. They’re told by the book’s author/narrator, and experienced by his enduring 
character Billy Pilgrim, a war veteran who “has come unstuck in time.” Writing during the tumultuous 
days of the Vietnam conflict, with the novel, Vonnegut had, after more than two decades of struggle, 
taken trauma and created a work of art, one that still resonates today. In The Writer’s Crusade, author 
Tom Roston examines the connection between Vonnegut’s life and Slaughterhouse-Five. Did Vonnegut 
suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder? Did Billy Pilgrim? Roston probes Vonnegut’s work, his 
personal history, and discarded drafts of the novel, as well as original interviews with the writer’s family, 
friends, scholars, psychologists, and other novelists including Karl Marlantes, Kevin Powers, and Tim 
O’Brien. The Writer’s Crusade is a literary and biographical journey that asks fundamental questions 
about trauma, creativity, and the power of storytelling.

Self-delusion and schizophrenia in Vonnegut’s Mother Night

A never-before-seen collection of deeply personal love letters from Kurt Vonnegut to his first wife, Jane, 
compiled and edited by their daughter “A glimpse into the mind of a writer finding his voice.”—The 
Washington Post “If ever I do write anything of length—good or bad—it will be written with you in 
mind.” Kurt Vonnegut’s eldest daughter, Edith, was cleaning out her mother’s attic when she stumbled 
upon a dusty, aged box. Inside, she discovered an unexpected treasure: more than two hundred love 
letters written by Kurt to Jane, spanning the early years of their relationship. The letters begin in 1941, 
after the former schoolmates reunited at age nineteen, sparked a passionate summer romance, and 
promised to keep in touch when they headed off to their respective colleges. And they did, through 
Jane’s conscientious studying and Kurt’s struggle to pass chemistry. The letters continue after Kurt 
dropped out and enlisted in the army in 1943, while Jane in turn graduated and worked for the Office 
of Strategic Services in Washington, D.C. They also detail Kurt’s deployment to Europe in 1944, where 
he was taken prisoner of war and declared missing in action, and his eventual safe return home and 
the couple’s marriage in 1945. Full of the humor and wit that we have come to associate with Kurt 
Vonnegut, the letters also reveal little-known private corners of his mind. Passionate and tender, they 
form an illuminating portrait of a young soldier’s life in World War II as he attempts to come to grips 
with love and mortality. And they bring to light the origins of Vonnegut the writer, when Jane was the 
only person who believed in and supported him supported him, the young couple having no idea how 
celebrated he would become. A beautiful full-color collection of handwritten letters, notes, sketches, 
and comics, interspersed with Edith’s insights and family memories, Love, Kurt is an intimate record 



of a young man growing into himself, a fascinating account of a writer finding his voice, and a moving 
testament to the life-altering experience of falling in love.

The Writer's Crusade

“A rich, generous book about writing and reading and Kurt Vonnegut as writer, teacher, and friend . . . 
Every page brings pleasure and insight.”—Gail Godwin, New York Times bestselling author Here is an 
entirely new side of Kurt Vonnegut, Vonnegut as a teacher of writing. Of course he’s given us glimpses 
before, with aphorisms and short essays and articles and in his speeches. But never before has an 
entire book been devoted to Kurt Vonnegut the teacher. Here is pretty much everything Vonnegut ever 
said or wrote having to do with the writing art and craft, altogether a healing, a nourishing expedition. 
His former student, Suzanne McConnell, has outfitted us for the journey, and in these 37 chapters 
covers the waterfront of how one American writer brought himself to the pinnacle of the writing art, and 
we can all benefit as a result. Kurt Vonnegut was one of the few grandmasters of American literature, 
whose novels continue to influence new generations about the ways in which our imaginations can 
help us to live. Few aspects of his contribution have not been plumbed—fourteen novels, collections 
of his speeches, his essays, his letters, his plays—so this fresh view of him is a bonanza for writers 
and readers and Vonnegut fans everywhere. “Part homage, part memoir, and a 100% guide to making 
art with words, Pity the Reader: On Writing with Style is a simply mesmerizing book, and I cannot 
recommend it highly enough!”—Andre Dubus III, #1 New York Times bestselling author “The blend 
of memory, fact, keen observation, spellbinding descriptiveness and zany characters that populated 
Vonnegut’s work is on full display here.”—James McBride, National Book Award-winning author

Love, Kurt

“A free-wheeling vehicle . . . an unforgettable ride!”—The New York Times Cat’s Cradle is Kurt 
Vonnegut’s satirical commentary on modern man and his madness. An apocalyptic tale of this planet’s 
ultimate fate, it features a midget as the protagonist, a complete, original theology created by a calypso 
singer, and a vision of the future that is at once blackly fatalistic and hilariously funny. A book that left 
an indelible mark on an entire generation of readers, Cat’s Cradle is one of the twentieth century’s 
most important works—and Vonnegut at his very best. “[Vonnegut is] an unimitative and inimitable 
social satirist.”—Harper’s Magazine “Our finest black-humorist . . . We laugh in self-defense.”—Atlantic 
Monthly

Pity the Reader

A collection of commencement speeches and other wit and wisdom from the New York Times–best-
selling literary icon and author of Slaughterhouse-Five. Master storyteller and satirist Kurt Vonnegut was 
one of the most in-demand commencement speakers of his time. For each occasion, Vonnegut’s words 
were unfailingly insightful and witty, and they stayed with audience members long after graduation. 
This expanded second edition also includes more than sixty pages of further thoughts from Vonnegut 
(whose good advice wasn’t limited to graduation speeches). Edited by Dan Wakefield, and including 
such pieces as “How to Make Money and Find Love!,” “How to Have Something Most Billionaires Don’t,” 
and “Somebody Should Have Told Me Not to Join a Fraternity,” this book reads like a narrative in the 
unique voice that made Vonnegut a hero to readers everywhere. Hilarious, razor-sharp, freewheeling, 
and at times deeply serious, these reflections are ideal not just for graduates but for anyone undergoing 
what Vonnegut would call their “long-delayed puberty ceremony”—marking the long and challenging 
passage to full-time adulthood. “Like Mark Twain, Mr. Vonnegut used humor to tackle the basic questions 
of human existence.” —The New York Times

Cat's Cradle

Like Mark Twain, Kurt Vonnegut (1922-2007) was a Midwestern everyman steeped in the rhythms 
of American speech whose anger at the way things are was matched only by his love for the best 
that we can be. His cunningly relaxed delivery was so original, so finely calibrated, and so profound 
an articulation of the Sixties' spirit that many critics overlooked the moral seriousness behind the 
standup-comic craftsmanship. Capturing Vonnegut in pyrotechnic mid-career, this first volume of a pro-
jected three-volume edition gathers four of his most acclaimed novels. Cat's Cradle (1963) is a comedy 
of the end of the world (it ends with ice). God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater (1965) is the tale of a so-called 
fool, his money, and the lawyer who contrives to part them (it ends with fire). Slaughterhouse-Five 
(1969), Vonnegut's breakout book and one of the iconic masterpieces of twentieth-century American 



literature, is the tale of Billy Pilgrim, who, being unstuck in time, is doomed to continually relive both 
the firebombing of Dresden and his abduction by space aliens. And, in a text enhanced by the author's 
spirited line drawings, Breakfast of Champions (1973) describes the fateful meeting of "two lonesome, 
skinny, fairly old white men," one of whom disastrously believes that everyone else is a robot. The 
volume is rounded out with three brilliant short stories and revealing autobiographical accounts of 
the bombing of Dresden. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an independent nonprofit cultural organization 
founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in 
print, America’s best and most significant writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300 
volumes to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn 
bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.

If This Isn't Nice, What Is?

From Slapstick's "Turkey Farm" to Slaughterhouse-Five's eternity in a Tralfamadorean zoo cage with 
Montana Wildhack, the question of the afterlife never left Kurt Vonnegut's mind. In God Bless You, Dr. 
Kevorkian, Vonnegut skips back and forth between life and the Afterlife as if the difference between 
them were rather slight. In thirty odd "interviews," Vonnegut trips down "the blue tunnel to the pearly 
gates" in the guise of a roving reporter for public radio, conducting interviews: with Salvatore Biagini, a 
retired construction worker who died of a heart attack while rescuing his schnauzer from a pit bull, with 
John Brown, still smoldering 140 years after his death by hanging, with William Shakespeare, who rubs 
Vonnegut the wrong way, and with socialist and labor leader Eugene Victor Debs, one of Vonnegut's 
personal heroes. What began as a series of ninety-second radio interludes for WNYC, New York City's 
public radio station, evolved into this provocative collection of musings about who and what we live for, 
and how much it all matters in the end. From the original portrait by his friend Jules Feiffer that graces 
the cover, to a final entry from Kilgore Trout, God Bless You, Dr. Kevorkian remains a joy.

Kurt Vonnegut: Novels & Stories 1963-1973 (LOA #216)

Rudolf Waltz's principal objection to life was that it was too easy to make horrible mistakes. He was 
himself to become a double-murderer at the age of twelve - on Mother's Day. This would at least make 
subsequent mistakes seem fairly trivial. Rudolf's father, Otto Waltz, had in 1910 bought a painting in 
Vienna from a destitute Adolf Hitler, thereby possibly saving him from starvation for a future generation. 
He made the further mistake of setting himself up as an artist when he returned from Europe to Midland 
City, Ohio, where everyone knew Otto couldn't draw for sour apples. He had funds to indulge this grand 
illusion (in the splendor of a vast converted 'medieval granary' studio, reminiscent of Mount Fujiyama) 
because his father had made a fortune producing an opium-and-cocaine-laced quack medicine called 
Saint Elmo's Remedy, popularly known to be 'absolutely harmless unless discontinued'. The Waltz 
inheritance even stretched to a troupe of black servants, which was just as well since Rudy's mother 
was as disinclined to look after a home as his 'artist' father was to paint.

God Bless You, Dr. Kevorkian

Judy Nunn' s latest bestselling novel will take you from the cotton mills of England to the magnificent 
theatres of Melbourne, on a scintillating journey through the golden age of Australian showbusiness.' 
So, Will, are you going to come with me and my team of merry performers to the sunny climes of 
Australia, where the crowds are already queuing and the streets are paved with gold?' In the second 
half of the 19th century, Melbourne is a veritable boom town, as hopefuls from every corner of the globe 
flock to the gold fields of Victoria.And where people crave gold, they also crave entertainment.Enter 
stage right: brothers Will and Max Worthing and their wives Mabel and Gertie. The family arrives from 
England in the 1880s with little else but the masterful talents that will see them rise from simple travelling 
performers to sophisticated entrepreneurs.Enter stage left: their rivals, Carlo and Rube. Childhood 
friends since meeting in a London orphanage, the two men have literally fought their way to the top 
and are now producers of the bawdy but hugely popular ' Big Show Bonanza' . The fight for supremacy 
begins.

Deadeye Dick

Deep in the heart of Australia’s high country, along an ancient, hidden track, lives Molly Johnson and her 
four surviving children, another on the way. Husband Joe is away months at a time droving livestock up 
north, leaving his family in the bush to fend for itself. Molly’s children are her world, and life is hard and 
precarious with only their dog, Alligator, and a shotgun for protection – but it can be harder when Joe’s 



around. At just twelve years of age Molly’s eldest son Danny is the true man of the house, determined 
to see his mother and siblings safe – from raging floodwaters, hunger and intruders, man and reptile. 
Danny is mature beyond his years, but there are some things no child should see. He knows more than 
most just what it takes to be a drover’s wife. One night under the moon’s watch, Molly has a visitor of 
a different kind – a black ‘story keeper’, Yadaka. He’s on the run from authorities in the nearby town, 
and exchanges kindness for shelter. Both know that justice in this nation caught between two worlds 
can be as brutal as its landscape. But in their short time together, Yadaka shows Molly a secret truth, 
and the strength to imagine a different path. Full of fury and power, Leah Purcell’s The Drover’s Wife: 
The Legend of Molly Johnson is a brave reimagining of the Henry Lawson short story that has become 
an Australian classic. Brilliantly plotted, it is a compelling thriller of our pioneering past that confronts 
head-on issues of today: race, gender, violence and inheritance.

Showtime!

Kurt Vonnegut?s first novel Player Piano, published in 1952, heralded the beginning of one of the most 
diverting and provocative adventures in modern American fiction. Vonnegut went on to write novels 
that perhaps had greater formal skill and technique, but Player Piano is a tour de force of imaginative 
insight into modern life and a shrewd satire of American progress.

The Drover's Wife

The story of a middle-aged woman’s search for freedom, from Doris Lessing, winner of the Nobel Prize 
for Literature.

Player Piano

This collection of Vonnegut’s letters is the autobiography he never wrote – from the letter he posted 
home upon being freed from a German POW camp, to notes of advice to his children: ‘Don’t let anybody 
tell you that smoking and boozing are bad for you. Here I am fifty-five years old, and I never felt better 
in my life’. Peppered with insights, one-liners and missives to the likes of Norman Mailer, Gunter Grass 
and Bernard Malamud, Vonnegut is funny, wise and modest. As he himself said: ‘I am an American 
fad—of a slightly higher order than the hula hoop’. Like Vonnegut’s books, his letters make you think, 
they make you outraged and they make you laugh. Written over a sixty-year period, and never published 
before, these letters are alive with the unique point of view that made Vonnegut one of the most original 
writers in American fiction.

Mother Night

Look at the Birdie evokes a world in which squabbling couples, high school geniuses, misfit office 
workers, and small-town Lotharios struggle to adapt to changing technology, moral ambiguity, and 
unprecedented affluence. In "Confido," a family learns the downside of confiding their deepest secrets 
into a magical invention. In "Ed Luby's Key Club," a man finds himself in a Kafkaesque world of trouble 
after he runs afoul of the shady underworld boss who calls the shots in an upstate New York town. In 
"Look at the Birdie," a quack psychiatrist turned "murder counsellor" concocts a novel new outlet for 
his paranoid patients. The stories are cautionary they also brim with his trademark humour. Wry, ironic, 
satirical and poignant Look at the Birdie reflects the anxieties of the postwar era in which they were 
written and provides an insight into the development of Vonnegut's early style

The Summer Before the Dark

“The Starship and the Canoe is neither a wilderness survival manual nor a book of blueprints. It is 
another of those rare books impossible to define: the kind that seeks you in time. And you will know it, 
live it, and consult it thereafter simply by name.” --Chicago Sun-Times “Brower’s superbly written book 
clutches at one’s imagination.” --Publishers Weekly “In the tradition of Carl Sagan and John McPhee, a 
bracing cerebral voyage past intergalactic hoopla and backwoods retreats.” --Kirkus Reviews Originally 
published in 1978, The Starship and the Canoe is the remarkable story of a father and son: Freeman 
Dyson is a world-renowned astrophysicist who dreams of exploring the heavens and has designed a 
spaceship to take him there. His son George, a brilliant high school dropout, lives in a treehouse and 
is designing a giant kayak to explore the icy coastal wilderness of the Pacific Northwest and Alaska. 
Author Kenneth Brower describes with stunning impact their lives and their visions of the world. It is a 
timeless tale framed by modern science, adventure, family, and the natural world.

Kurt Vonnegut: Letters



This is the second volume of Vonnegutâe(tm)s autobiographical writings âe" a collage of his own life 
story, snipped up and stuck down alongside his views on everything from suicidal depression to the 
future of the planet and Andrew Lloyd Webber. Honest, dark, rambling, funny; this rare glimpse of 
Vonnegut's soul is a dagger to the heart of Western complacency.

Through Black Humor

'Although it is set in the near future, Hocus Pocus is the most topical, realistic Vonnegut novel to date, 
and shows the struggle of an artist a little impatient with allegory and more than a little impatient with 
his own country' - New York Times Book Review Some get all the luck – but not Eugene Debs Hartke. 
Ex-Vietnam vet, ex-college professor, and now a TB-stricken inmate at Tarkington State Reformatory, 
his life has been warped by one ludicrous farce after another. Here, on scraps of paper pilfered from 
the prison library, he recounts his own story for posterity, revealing the hypocrisy and injustices of a 
world that just doesn’t want him to thrive.

Look at the Birdie

One of the great American iconoclasts holds forth on politics, war, books and writers, and his 
personal life in a series of conversations—including his last published interview. During his long career 
Kurt Vonnegut won international praise for his novels, plays, and essays. In this new anthology of 
conversations with Vonnegut—which collects interviews from throughout his career—we learn much 
about what drove Vonnegut to write and how he viewed his work at the end. From Kurt Vonnegut's Last 
Interview Is there another book in you, by chance? No. Look, I’m 84 years old. Writers of fiction have 
usually done their best work by the time they’re 45. Chess masters are through when they’re 35, and so 
are baseball players. There are plenty of other people writing. Let them do it. So what’s the old man’s 
game, then? My country is in ruins. So I’m a fish in a poisoned fishbowl. I’m mostly just heartsick about 
this. There should have been hope. This should have been a great country. But we are despised all over 
the world now. I was hoping to build a country and add to its literature. That’s why I served in World War 
II, and that’s why I wrote books. When someone reads one of your books, what would you like them to 
take from the experience? Well, I’d like the guy—or the girl, of course—to put the book down and think, 
“This is the greatest man who ever lived.”

The Starship and the Canoe

Youngstown, Ohio, 1977. After the closing of the city's largest steel mill and the worst blizzard in more 
than 40 years, unemployed Bobby Wayland tries to help his family. This means he needs to break the 
law. On the other side of town, a little girl named Hope keeps her ability to move things with her mind 
to herself. Watching over them is the city herself - and she has something to say and do about all of 
this.

Fates Worse Than Death

While Mortals Sleep is a smart, clear-eyed collection of stories from one of the most original writers 
in American fiction. Set in trailers, bars and factories, Vonnegut conjures up a world where men 
and machines, art and artifice, fame and fortune become curiously twisted and characters pit their 
dreams and fears against a cruel and comically indifferent world. Written early in his career, and 
never published before, these tightly plotted stories are infused with Vonnegut's distinctive blend 
of observation, imagination and scabrous humour. This collection features an introduction by Dave 
Eggers.

Hocus Pocus

Kurt Vonnegut: The Last Interview
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