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gst 105 history and philosophy of science

GST 105 'History and Philosophy of Science' is a one semester, two- unit, foundation (100) level course. 
Students of Science and non-science programmes are expected to take this course. It is a prerequisite 
to your obtaining your B.A. or B ...

History and Philosophy of Science; and Science, Technology, and Values



GST 105 COURSE GUIDE ivINTRODUCTION GST 105 'History and Philosophy of Science' is a one 
semester, two- unit, foundation (100) level course. Students of Science and non-science programmes 
are expected to take this course. It is a prerequisite to your obtaining your B.A. or B.Sc. degree.

History and Philosophy of Science - Caltech HSS

This document provides an overview and guidelines for the GST 105 History and Philosophy of 
Science course. The course is made up of 18 units across 4 modules and aims to stimulate interest in 
science and develop a personal philosophy. It will cover the origins and evolution of science as well as 
contributions from ...

Scientific Method | Overview, Origin & Development - Lesson - Study.com

History and philosophy of science for year one students. Its a fundamental course for beginners. All 
undergraduates offers this course. gst 105 fbq1: grouping.

History of science - Wikipedia

In Race, Nation, History, Oded Y. Steinberg examines the way a. Page 4. 4. 4. Gst 105 History And 
Philosophy Of Science. 2022-10-15 series of nineteenth-century scholars in England and Germany 
first constructed and then questioned the periodization of history into ancient, medieval, and modern 
eras, shaping the way we.

The Program in History & Philosophy of Science

The nature of science. Creative and critical thinking. Problem definition. The steps of the scientific 
method are. Darwin's ideas on evolution. scientific theory. Law of gravitation. The law of gravitation. 
Aristarchus, the great astronomer. The Socratic. past question and answer. Sample content. Problem 
definition.

Philosophy of science - Wikipedia

GST105: HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE. The word 'science' is derived from the _word 
Latin the word scientia means Knowledge science generally is regarded in main ways three science 
generally is regarded in three main ways as A body of knowledge. A method for acquiring knowledge 
or studying and understanding the ...

Philosophy of Science | Future Students

This document provides an overview of the course guide for GST 105 "History and Philosophy of 
Science". It outlines the following key details: - The course is a one semester, two-unit foundation level 
course open to both science and non-science students. - The course aims to stimulate critical thinking 
about ...

History of the Philosophy of Science - Explorable.com

Students taking this course should read this study guide carefully so as to understand the requirements 
and content of this course. The essence of the course is...

Philosophy of Science | Overview, Examples & Proponents - Lesson

GST 105 HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE.pdf

GST 105 History and Philosophy of Science

History and philosophy of science for year one students

Gst 105 History And Philosophy Of Science

GST 105 History and Philosophy of Science



GST 105 Summary - GST105: HISTORY AND ...

GST 105 History and Philosophy of Science

HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE

(PDF) History and Philosophy of Science

History and Philosophy of Science. A Concise ...

Philosophy of Science | Overview, Examples & Proponents - Lesson

History and philosophy of science - Wikipedia

History of philosophy - Wikipedia

History and Philosophy of Science - The University of Sydney

A Companion to Feminist Philosophy | Wiley Online Books

25 Aug 2017 — Including over 50 newly-commissioned survey articles, this outstanding volume 
represents the first truly comprehensive guide to feminist ...

The Routledge Companion to Feminist Philosophy

The Routledge Companion to Feminist Philosophy is an outstanding guide and reference source to the 
key topics, subjects, thinkers, and debates in feminist ...

A Companion to Feminist Philosophy

Including over 50 newly-commissioned survey articles, this outstanding volume represents the first truly 
comprehensive guide to feminist philosophy.

iris-marion-young-a-companion-to-feminist-philosophy-1.pdf

"Finally, an anthology that places the power and range of Feminist theory in the context not just of the 
Western tradition but also the concerns of the ...

The Routledge Companion to Feminist Philosophy

by A Garry · Cited by 37 — The Routledge Companion to Feminist Philosophy is an outstanding guide 
and reference source to the key topics, subjects, thinkers, and debates ...

A Companion to Feminist Philosophy

Including over 50 newly-commissioned survey articles, this outstanding volume represents the first truly 
comprehensive guide to feminist philosophy.

A Companion to Feminist Philosophy

by AM Jaggar · 1998 · Cited by 259 — Book ReviewAlison M., Jaggar, and Iris Marion Young,, eds. A 
Companion to Feminist Philosophy. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell, 1998. Pp. 703. $125.00 ; $34.95. [ ...

The Routledge Companion to Feminist Philosophy ...



The Routledge Companion to Feminist Philosophy is an outstanding guide and reference source to the 
key topics, subjects, thinkers, and debates in feminist ...

The Cambridge Companion to Feminism in Philosophy

' 'This splendid set of essays by thirteen women is a new sort of Cambridge Companion, a companion 
to a movement in philosophy rather than to one philosopher's ...

The Routledge Companion to Feminist Philosophy

27 Sept 2019 — The Routledge Companion to Feminist Philosophy is an outstanding guide and 
reference source to the key topics, subjects, thinkers, ...

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy

1 Jan 2001 — A Companion to Environmental Philosophy is a pioneering work in the burgeoning field 
of environmental philosophy.

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy is a pioneering work in the burgeoning field of environmental 
philosophy. This ground-breaking volume contains thirty- ...

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy

Brings environmental philosophy into conversation with other fields and disciplines such as literature, 
economics, ecology, and law. Discusses environmental ...

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy

15 Apr 2008 — Brings environmental philosophy into conversation with other fields and disciplines such 
as literature, economics, ecology, and law. Discusses ...

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy

by D Jamieson · 2007 · Cited by 267 — A Companion to Environmental Philosophy is a pioneering work 
in the burgeoning field of environmental philosophy.

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy - download

This outstanding student reference series offers a comprehensive and authoritative survey of philoso-
phy as a whole. Written by today's leading philosophers, ...

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy

by D Jamieson · 1991 · Cited by 267 — Abstract. _A Companion to Environmental Philosophy_ is a 
pioneering work in the burgeoning field of environmental philosophy. This ground-breaking volume ...

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy (Blackwell ...

Brings environmental philosophy into conversation with other fields and disciplines such as literature, 
economics, ecology, and law. Discusses environmental ...

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy

A Companion to Environmental Philosophy is a pioneering work in the burgeoning field of environmental 
philosophy. This ground-breaking volume contains ...

A companion to environmental philosophy

14 Dec 2021 — xvi, 531 pages ; 26 cm "A Companion to Environmental Philosophy is a work in the 
field of environmental philosophy.



Philosophy of Science

Both an anthology and an introductory textbook, Philosophy of Science: The Central Issues offers 
instructors and students a comprehensive anthology of fifty-two primary texts by leading philosophers 
in the field and provides extensive editorial commentary that places the readings in a wide philosophical 
context.

The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Science

This indispensable reference source and guide to the major themes, debates, problems and topics in 
philosophy of science contains 56 specially commissioned entries by a leading team of international 
contributors. It covers historical and philosophical context, debates, concepts, and the individual 
sciences.

Philosophy of Science

The book is a translation of the second edition of a much-used and research-based Chinese textbook. 
As a succinct and issue-based introduction to the Western philosophy of science, the book brings eight 
focal issues in the field to the fore and augments each topic by incorporating Chinese perspectives. 
Followed by an overview of the historical framework and logical underpinnings of the philosophy of 
science, the book thoroughly discusses eight issues in the discipline: (1) the criteria of cognitive 
meaning, (2) induction and confirmation, (3) scientific explanation, (4) theories of scientific growth, (5) 
the demarcation between science and pseudoscience, (6) scientific realism and empiricism; (7) the 
philosophy of scientific experimentation, (8) science and value. Not confined to Western mainstream 
discourse in this field, the book also introduces voices of Chinese philosophers of note and adopts a 
stance that productively combines logical empiricism and Kuhnianism, both of which tend to be covered 
in less detail by many English language textbooks. In the final chapter the author offers a prognosis 
regarding the future of the discipline based on recent trends. This book will be of value to students who 
study philosophy of science and hope to gain a better understanding of science and technology.

Philosophy of Science

"The book is a translation of the second edition of a much-used and research-based Chinese textbook. 
As a succinct and issue-based introduction to the Western philosophy of science, the book brings 
eight focal issues in the field to the fore and offers a helpful addition to the topics by incorporating 
Chinese perspectives on these issues. Followed by an overview of the historical framework and logical 
underpinnings of philosophy of science, the book thoroughly discusses eight issues in the discipline: (1) 
the criteria of cognitive meaning, (2) induction and confirmation, (3) scientific explanation, (4) theories 
of scientific growth, (5) demarcation between science and pseudoscience, (6) scientific realism and 
empiricism; (7) philosophy of scientific experimentation, (8) science and value. Not confined to Western 
mainstream discourse in this field, the book also introduces voices of Chinese philosophers of note 
and adopts a stance productively combining logical empiricism and Kuhnianism, both of which are 
underrated by a host of English textbooks. In the final chapter the author offers a prognosis regarding 
the future of the discipline based on recent trends. This book will be valued by students who study 
philosophy of science and hope to gain a better understanding of science and technology"--

Philosophy of Biology

By combining excerpts from key historical writings with editors’ introductions and further reading 
material, Philosophy of Biology: An Anthology offers a comprehensive, accessible, and up-to-date 
collection of the field’s most significant works. Addresses central questions such as ‘What is life?’ and 
‘How did it begin?’, and the most current research and arguments on evolution and developmental 
biology Editorial notes throughout the text define, clarify, and qualify ideas, concepts and arguments 
Includes material on evolutionary psychology and evolutionary developmental biology not found in other 
standard philosophy of biology anthologies Further reading material assists novices in delving deeper 
into research in philosophy of biology

Philosophies of the Sciences

A collection of essays discussing a wide range of sciences and the central philosophical issues 
associated with them, presenting the sciences collectively to encourage a greater understanding of their 
associative theoretical foundations, as well as their relationships to each other. Offers a new and unique 



approach to studying and comparing the philosophies of a variety of scientific disciplines Explores a 
wide variety of individual sciences, including mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, psychology, 
sociology and economics The essays are written by leading scholars in a highly accessible style for 
the student audience Complements more traditional studies of philosophy of science

Philosophy of Science and Occult, 1st Ed.

Philosophy of Science and the Occult has two aims: to introduce the philosophy of science through 
an examination of the occult, and to examine the occult rigorously enough to raise central issues 
in philosophy of science. Patrick Grim has compiled selections by authors with divergent views on 
astrology, parapsychology, and UFO's to emphasize topics standard to the philosophy of science. He 
discusses issues such as confirmation and selection for testing, possibility and a priori probabilities, 
causality and time, explanation and the nature of scientific laws, the status of theoretical entities, the 
problem of demarcation, theory and observation, and science and values. A sketch of where these 
arise in the collection accompanies the table of contents. The context of the occult serves to make the 
initial introduction of these issues immediately understandable and forcefully compelling.

Philosophy of Science and the Occult

This book both introduces the philosophy of science through examination of the occult and examines 
the occult rigorously enough to raise central issues in the philosophy of science. Placed in the context of 
the occult, philosophy of science issues become immediately understandable and forcefully compelling. 
Divergent views on astrology, parapsychology, and quantum mechanics mysticism emphasize topics 
standard to the philosophy of science. Such issues as confirmation and selection for testing, causality 
and time, explanation and the nature of scientific laws, the status of theoretical entities, the problem 
of demarcation, theory and observation, and science and values are discussed. Significantly revised, 
this second edition presents an entirely new section of quantum mechanics and mysticism including 
instructions from N. David Mermin for constructing a device which dramatically illustrates the genuinely 
puzzling phenomena of quantum mechanics. A more complete and current review of research on 
astrology has been included in this new edition, and the section on the problem of demarcation has 
been broadened.

Science, Explanation, and Rationality

Carl G. Hempel exerted greater influence upon philosophers of science than any other figure during 
the 20th century. In this far-reaching collection, distinguished philosophers contribute valuable studies 
that illuminate and clarify the central problems to which Hempel was devoted. The essays enhance 
our understanding of the development of logical empiricism as the major intellectual influence for 
scientifically-oriented philosophers and philosophically-minded scientists of the 20th century.

Contemporary Perspectives in Philosophy and Methodology of Science

Nowadays, philosophy and methodology of science appear as a combination of novelty and continuity. 
This blend is clear both in the general approaches to science (those thought of as any science) and 
in the specific perspectives on every science, either formal or empirical. There are new topics for 
philosophical reflection, such as key issues in philosophy of medicine and central problems raised 
by neuroscience. Thus, new contents have brought attention to aspects that previously went almost 
unnoticed. In addition, there are new angles for philosophical study, such as the repercussion of society 
on scientific activity (in aims, processes, and results). But the background of the main philosophical and 
methodological trends of the twentieth century is, in many ways, still in place.

Philosophy of Science: The Key Thinkers

From the 19th century the philosophy of science has been shaped by a group of influential figures. 
Who were they? Why do they matter? This introduction brings to life the most influential thinkers in the 
philosophy of science, uncovering how the field has developed over the last 200 years. Taking up the 
subject from the time when some philosophers began to think of themselves not just as philosophers 
but as philosophers of science, a team of leading contemporary philosophers explain, criticize and 
honour the giants. Now updated and revised throughout, the second edition includes: · Easy-to-follow 
overviews of pivotal thinkers including John Stuart Mill, Rudolf Carnap, Thomas Kuhn, Karl Popper, 
and many more · Coverage of central issues such as experience and necessity, logical empiricism, 



falsifiability, paradigms, the sociology of science, realism, and feminist critiques · An afterword looking 
ahead to emerging research trends · Study questions and further reading lists at the end of each 
chapter Philosophy of Science: The Key Thinkers demonstrates how the ideas and arguments of these 
figures laid the foundations of our understanding of modern science.

Contemporary Debates in Philosophy of Biology

This collection of specially commissioned essays puts top scholars head to head to debate the central 
issues in the lively and fast growing field of philosophy of biology Brings together original essays on 
ten of the most hotly debated questions in philosophy of biology Lively head-to-head debate format 
sharply defines the issues and paves the way for further discussion Includes coverage of the new and 
vital area of evolutionary developmental biology, as well as the concept of a unified species, the role of 
genes in selection, the differences between micro- and macro-evolution, and much more Each section 
features an introduction to the topic as well as suggestions for further reading Offers an accessible 
overview of this fast-growing and dynamic field, whilst also capturing the imagination of professional 
philosophers and biologists

Philosophy of Economics

Part of the Handbook of the Philosophy of Science Series edited by: Dov M. Gabbay King's College, 
London, UK; Paul Thagard University of Waterloo, Canada; and John Woods University of British 
Columbia, Canada. Philosophy of Economics investigates the foundational concepts and methods of 
economics, the social science that analyzes the production, distribution and consumption of goods and 
services. This groundbreaking collection, the most thorough treatment of the philosophy of economics 
ever published, brings together philosophers, scientists and historians to map out the central topics 
in the field. The articles are divided into two groups. Chapters in the first group deal with various 
philosophical issues characteristic of economics in general, including realism and Lakatos, explanation 
and testing, modeling and mathematics, political ideology and feminist epistemology. Chapters in the 
second group discuss particular methods, theories and branches of economics, including forecasting 
and measurement, econometrics and experimentation, rational choice and agency issues, game theory 
and social choice, behavioral economics and public choice, geographical economics and evolutionary 
economics, and finally the economics of scientific knowledge. This volume serves as a detailed 
introduction for those new to the field as well as a rich source of new insights and potential research 
agendas for those already engaged with the philosophy of economics. Provides a bridge between 
philosophy and current scientific findings Encourages multi-disciplinary dialogue Covers theory and 
applications

The Philosophy of Science

The more than forty readings in this anthology cover the most important developments of the past 
six decades, charting the rise and decline of logical positivism and the gradual emergence of a new 
consensus concerning the major issues and theoretical options in the field. As an introduction to the 
philosophy of science, it stands out for its scope, its coverage of both historical and contemporary 
developments, and its detailed introductions to each area discussed.

Philosophy of Science

This text identifies the profound philosophical problems that science raises through an examination of 
enduring questions about its nature, methods and justification.

The Quest for a Universal Theory of Life

Explores fundamental philosophical and scientific questions about the nature of life, particularly in 
relation to the search for extraterrestrial life.

Consciousness as a Scientific Concept

The source of endless speculation and public curiosity, our scientific quest for the origins of human 
consciousness has expanded along with the technical capabilities of science itself and remains one of 
the key topics able to fire public as much as academic interest. Yet many problematic issues, identified 
in this important new book, remain unresolved. Focusing on a series of methodological difficulties 
swirling around consciousness research, the contributors to this volume suggest that ‘consciousness’ 



is, in fact, not a wholly viable scientific concept. Supporting this ‘eliminativist‘ stance are assessments of 
the current theories and methods of consciousness science in their own terms, as well as applications 
of good scientific practice criteria from the philosophy of science. For example, the work identifies 
the central problem of the misuse of qualitative difference and dissociation paradigms, often deployed 
to identify measures of consciousness. It also examines the difficulties that attend the wide range of 
experimental protocols used to operationalise consciousness—and the implications this has on the 
findings of integrative approaches across behavioural and neurophysiological research. The work also 
explores the significant mismatch between the common intuitions about the content of consciousness, 
that motivate much of the current science, and the actual properties of the neural processes underlying 
sensory and cognitive phenomena. Even as it makes the negative eliminativist case, the strong 
empirical grounding in this volume also allows positive characterisations to be made about the products 
of the current science of consciousness, facilitating a re-identification of target phenomena and valid 
research questions for the mind sciences.�

The Nature of Life

Bringing together the latest scientific advances and some of the most enduring subtle philosophical 
puzzles and problems, this book collects original historical and contemporary sources to explore the 
wide range of issues surrounding the nature of life. Selections ranging from Aristotle and Descartes to 
Sagan and Dawkins are organised around four broad themes covering classical discussions of life, the 
origins and extent of natural life, contemporary artificial life creations and the definition and meaning 
of 'life' in its most general form. Each section is preceded by an extensive introduction connecting 
the various ideas discussed in individual chapters and providing helpful background material for 
understanding them. With its interdisciplinary perspective, this fascinating collection is essential reading 
for scientists and philosophers interested in astrobiology, synthetic biology and the philosophy of life.

Philosophy of Science

This new anthology, which integrates explanatory text, primary source readings, and case studies, 
provides students of any major (philosophy, science, or other) with an accessible and comprehensive 
introduction to the philosophy of science. The anthology is organized around a unique "three-pronged" 
approach: the metaphysical (what), the epistemological (how), and the axiological (why). The topics 
covered build coherently and logically: from issues of scientific method to ethical issues, to science's 
most current social and political implications. They demonstrate how philosophy of science is relevant 
in a modern day context. The anthology carefully examines the theoretical apparatus of the philosophy 
of science and applies it to rich case studies from the history of science.

Philosophy of Science: A Very Short Introduction

This Very Short Introduction provides a concise overview of the main themes of contemporary philoso-
phy of science. After a short history, the author goes on to investigate the nature of scientific reasoning, 
scientific explanation and more.

Every Thing Must Go

Every Thing Must Go argues that the only kind of metaphysics that can contribute to objective 
knowledge is one based specifically on contemporary science as it really is, and not on philosophers' 
a priori intuitions, common sense, or simplifications of science. In addition to showing how recent 
metaphysics has drifted away from connection with all other serious scholarly inquiry as a result 
of not heeding this restriction, they demonstrate how to build a metaphysicscompatible with current 
fundamental physics ('ontic structural realism'), which, when combined with their metaphysics of the 
special sciences ('rainforest realism'), can be used to unify physics with the other sciences without 
reducing these sciences to physics itself. Taking science metaphysically seriously,Ladyman and Ross 
argue, means that metaphysicians must abandon the picture of the world as composed of self-sub-
sistent individual objects, and the paradigm of causation as the collision of such objects.Everything 
Must Go also assesses the role of information theory and complex systems theory in attempts to 
explain the relationship between the special sciences and physics, treading a middle road between 
the grand synthesis of thermodynamics and information, and eliminativism about information. The 
consequences of the author's metaphysical theory for central issues in the philosophy of science 
are explored, including the implications for the realism vs. empiricism debate, the role ofcausation in 



scientific explanations, the nature of causation and laws, the status of abstract and virtual objects, and 
the objective reality of natural kinds.

The Routledge Handbook of Scientific Realism

Scientific realism is a central, long-standing, and hotly debated topic in philosophy of science. Debates 
about scientific realism concern the very nature and extent of scientific knowledge and progress. 
Scientific realists defend a positive epistemic attitude towards our best theories and models regarding 
how they represent the world that is unobservable to our naked senses. Various realist theses are under 
sceptical fire from scientific antirealists, e.g. empiricists and instrumentalists. The different dimensions 
of the ensuing debate centrally connect to numerous other topics in philosophy of science and beyond. 
The Routledge Handbook of Scientific Realism is an outstanding reference source – the first collection 
of its kind – to the key issues, positions, and arguments in this important topic. Its thirty-four chapters, 
written by a team of international experts, are divided into five parts: Historical development of the 
realist stance Classic debate: core issues and positions Perspectives on contemporary debates The 
realism debate in disciplinary context Broader reflections In these sections, the core issues and debates 
presented, analysed, and set into broader historical and disciplinary contexts. The central issues 
covered include motivations and arguments for realism; challenges to realism from underdetermination 
and history of science; different variants of realism; the connection of realism to relativism and 
perspectivism; and the relationship between realism, metaphysics, and epistemology. The Routledge 
Handbook of Scientific Realism is essential reading for students and researchers in philosophy of 
science. It will also be very useful for anyone interested in the nature and extent of scientific knowledge.

Indian Philosophy and Philosophy of Science

Philosophy Of Science Draws Upon Different Traditions In Western Philosophy, Starting From The 
Ancient Greek. However, There Is A Conspicuous Absence Of Non-Western Philosophical Traditions, 
Including The Indian, In Philosophy Of Science. This Book Argues That Indian Rational Traditions 
Such As Indian Logic, Drawn From Both Buddhist And Nyaya Philosophies, Are Not Only Relevant 
For Philosophy Of Science But Are Also Intrinsically Concerned With Scientific Methodology. It Also 
Suggests That The Indian Logical Traditions Can Be Understood As Requiring That Logic Itself Be 
Scientific. This Explains Their Engagement With Ideas Such As Valid Inference, Invariable Concomi-
tance, The Use Of The Empirical In Logical Analysis, The Move From Observations To Statements 
About These Observations And So On. The Essential Relation Between Some Indian Philosophical 
Traditions And Science Is Further Illustrated By The Semiotic Character Of Indian Logic, Its Explanatory 
Structures Which Are Similar To Those Of Scientific Explanations, Indian Theories Of Knowledge 
And Truth, The Pragmatic Nature Of Truth And Its Relation To Action Which Is Essential To Nyaya 
And To Science, And Finally The Importance Of The Effability Thesis Which Is Central To Nyaya, 
Bhartrhari And Modern Science. The Book Introduces The Reader To Important Themes In Indian 
Logic, Epistemology And Philosophy Of Language As Well As Philosophy Of Science. Relationships 
Between These Various Traditions Are Also Explored Thereby Suggesting How Indian Philosophy 
Can Engage With Contemporary Philosophy Of Science. This Introductory Book Will Be Valuable 
For Students, Professional Philosophers As Well As Those Interested In Indian Philosophy And Its 
Significance To Contemporary Thought.

Philosophy of Biology

Philosophy and biology -- Laws, mechanisms, and models -- Evolution and natural selection -- 
Adaptation, construction, function -- Individuals -- Genes -- Species and the tree of life -- Evolution 
and social behavior -- Information

The Philosophy of Science

Philosophy of science is a branch of philosophy concerned with the foundations, methods, and impli-
cations of science. The central questions of this study concern what qualifies as science, the reliability 
of scientific theories, and the ultimate purpose of science. This discipline overlaps with metaphysics, 
ontology, and epistemology, for example, when it explores the relationship between science and truth. 
There is no consensus among philosophers about many of the central problems concerned with the 
philosophy of science, including whether science can reveal the truth about unobservable things and 
whether scientific reasoning can be justified at all. In addition to these general questions about science 
as a whole, philosophers of science consider problems that apply to particular sciences (such as 



biology or physics). Some philosophers of science also use contemporary results in science to reach 
conclusions about philosophy itself. While philosophical thought pertaining to science dates back at 
least to the time of Aristotle, philosophy of science emerged as a distinct discipline only in the middle 
of the 20th century in the wake of the logical positivism movement, which aimed to formulate criteria 
for ensuring all philosophical statements' meaningfulness and objectively assessing them.

Philosophy of Science: The Key Thinkers

A guide to the key figures in the Philosophy of Science from Plato and Aristotle through to Popper, 
Puttnam and Cartwright.

Science, Reason, and Rhetoric

This volume marks a unique collaboration by internationally distinguished scholars in the history, 
rhetoric, philosophy, and sociology of science. Converging on the central issues of rhetoric of science, 
the essays focus on figures such as Galileo, Harvey, Darwin, von Neumann; and on issues such as 
the debate over cold fusion or the continental drift controversy. Their vitality attests to the burgeoning 
interest in the rhetoric of science.

New Directions in the Philosophy of Science

This volume sheds light on still unexplored issues and raises new questions in the main areas 
addressed by the philosophy of science. Bringing together selected papers from three main events, 
the book presents the most advanced scientific results in the field and suggests innovative lines for 
further investigation. It explores how discussions on several notions of the philosophy of science can 
help different scientific disciplines in learning from each other. Finally, it focuses on the relationship 
between Cambridge and Vienna in twentieth century philosophy of science. The areas examined in 
the book are: formal methods, the philosophy of the natural and life sciences, the cultural and social 
sciences, the physical sciences and the history of the philosophy of science.

In and About the World

Offers a new approach to a number of central issues concerning the theoretical interpretation and 
normative evaluation of contemporary science and technology.

Unifying the Philosophy of Truth

This anthology of the very latest research on truth features the work of recognized luminaries in the field, 
put together following a rigorous refereeing process. Along with an introduction outlining the central 
issues in the field, it provides a unique and unrivaled view of contemporary work on the nature of 
truth, with papers selected from key conferences in 2011 such as Truth Be Told (Amsterdam), Truth at 
Work (Paris), Paradoxes of Truth and Denotation (Barcelona) and Axiomatic Theories of Truth (Oxford). 
Studying the nature of the concept of ‘truth’ has always been a core role of philosophy, but recent 
years have been a boom time in the topic. With a wealth of recent conferences examining the subject 
from various angles, this collection of essays recognizes the pressing need for a volume that brings 
scholars up to date on the arguments. Offering academics and graduate students alike a much-needed 
repository of today’s cutting-edge work in this vital topic of philosophy, the volume is required reading 
for anyone needing to keep abreast of developments, and is certain to act as a catalyst for further 
innovation and research.

Explanation and Its Limits

This collection of new essays explores the nature of explanation and causality. It provides a stimulating 
and wide ranging debate on one of the central issues that has concerned philosophers and scientists 
alike--the epistemological nature of their enquiries. The volume not only sheds light on some of the 
general questions involved, but also addresses specific problems involved in explanation in different 
fields--physics, biology, psychology and the social sciences. Explanation and its Limits is an up-to-date, 
sharply focused and comprehensive review for all philosophers, scientists and social scientists inter-
ested in methodology.

Mario Bunge: A Centenary Festschrift



This volume has 41 chapters written to honor the 100th birthday of Mario Bunge. It celebrates the 
work of this influential Argentine/Canadian physicist and philosopher. Contributions show the value 
of Bunge’s science-informed philosophy and his systematic approach to philosophical problems. 
The chapters explore the exceptionally wide spectrum of Bunge’s contributions to: metaphysics, 
methodology and philosophy of science, philosophy of mathematics, philosophy of physics, philosophy 
of psychology, philosophy of social science, philosophy of biology, philosophy of technology, moral 
philosophy, social and political philosophy, medical philosophy, and education. The contributors include 
scholars from 16 countries. Bunge combines ontological realism with epistemological fallibilism. He 
believes that science provides the best and most warranted knowledge of the natural and social world, 
and that such knowledge is the only sound basis for moral decision making and social and political 
reform. Bunge argues for the unity of knowledge. In his eyes, science and philosophy constitute a 
fruitful and necessary partnership. Readers will discover the wisdom of this approach and will gain 
insight into the utility of cross-disciplinary scholarship. This anthology will appeal to researchers, 
students, and teachers in philosophy of science, social science, and liberal education programmes. 1. 
Introduction Section I. An Academic Vocation (3 chapters) Section II. Philosophy (12 chapters) Section 
III. Physics and Philosophy of Physics (4 chapters) Section IV. Cognitive Science and Philosophy of 
Mind (2 chapters) Section V. Sociology and Social Theory (4 chapters) Section VI. Ethics and Political 
Philosophy (3 chapters) Section VII. Biology and Philosophy of Biology (3 chapters) Section VIII. 
Mathematics (3 chapters) Section IX. Education (2 chapters) Section X. Varia (3 chapters) Section XI. 
Bibliography

Science and Society

"If a science has to be supported by fraudulent means, let it perish. " With these words of Kepler, 
Agassi plunges into the actual troubles and glories of science (321). The SOciology of science is no 
foreign intruder upon scientific knowledge in these essays, for we see clearly how Agassi transforms 
the tired internalistJexternalist debate about the causal influences in the history of science. The social 
character of the entire intertwined epistemological and practical natures of the sciences is intrinsic to 
science and itself split: the internal sociology within science, the external sociology of the social setting 
without. Agassi sees these social matters in the small as well as the large: from the details of scientific 
communication, changing publishing as he thinks to 'on-demand' centralism with less waste (Ch. 12), to 
the colossal tension of romanticism and rationality in the sweep of historical cultures. Agassi is a moral 
and political philosopher of science, defending, dis turbing, comprehending, criticizing. For him, science 
in a society requires confrontation, again and again, with issues of autonomy vs. legitimation as the 
central problem of democracy. And furthermore, devotion to science, pace Popper, Polanyi, and Weber, 
carries preoccupational dangers: Popper's elitist rooting out of 'pseudo-science', Weber's hard-working 
obsessive . com mitment to science. See Agassi's Weberian gloss on the social psychology of science 
in his provocative 'picture of the scientist as maniac' (437).

The Courage of Doing Philosophy

In recent years, the problem if idealization has been one of the central issues discussed in philosophy of 
science. This volume gathers original essays written by well-known philosophers. The papers address 
the method of idealization and its applications in science as well as ontological and epistemological 
problems that have arisen. Among the questions addressed are: What is the logical form of ideal-
izational statements and how should they be interpreted? Is the possible worlds semantics useful 
in understanding idealization? What is the relation between idealization and truth? The volume is a 
celebration of Leszek Nowak’s sixtieth birthday.

Models of Discovery

In these essays, the author attacks the central problems in the philosophy of science from the viewpoint 
of a working scientist who relates the philosophical questions to methodological issues that have arisen 
in his own research. The essays deal with six main topics: the validation of hypotheses, the logic of 
causal ordering and its relation to the definability and identifiability of theoretical terms, the logic of 
imperatives and decisions, the structure of complex systems, the theory of scientific discovery, and the 
axiomization of scientific theories. He treats these topics in a unified way by employing the analytic tools 
of model theory and by putting the discovery of theories, rather than their testing, at the center of the 
stage. Questions surrounding the axiomization of theories are examined in the light of real examples 



(Newtonian mechanics and Ohm's law) rather than simplified, hypothetical ones. Formalisms are not 
avoided, but they are always used as a means and not as ends in themselves.--

Objects, Structures, and Logics

This edited collection casts light on central issues within contemporary philosophy of mathematics such 
as the realism/anti-realism dispute; the relationship between logic and metaphysics; and the question 
of whether mathematics is a science of objects or structures. The discussions offered in the papers 
involve an in-depth investigation of, among other things, the notions of mathematical truth, proof, and 
grounding; and, often, a special emphasis is placed on considerations relating to mathematical practice. 
A distinguishing feature of the book is the multicultural nature of the community that has produced it. 
Philosophers, logicians, and mathematicians have all contributed high-quality articles which will prove 
valuable to researchers and students alike.

The Routledge Handbook of Modality

Modality - the question of what is possible and what is necessary - is a fundamental area of philosophy 
and philosophical research. The Routledge Handbook of Modality is an outstanding reference source 
to the key topics, problems and debates in this exciting subject and is the first collection of its kind. 
Comprising thirty-five chapters by a team of international contributors the Handbook is divided into 
seven clear parts: worlds and modality essentialism, ontological dependence, and modality modal 
anti-realism epistemology of modality modality in science modality in logic and mathematics modality in 
the history of philosophy. Within these sections the central issues, debates and problems are examined, 
including possible worlds, essentialism, counterfactuals, ontological dependence, modal fictionalism, 
deflationism, the integration challenge, conceivability, a priori knowledge, laws of nature, natural kinds, 
and logical necessity. The Routledge Handbook of Modality is essential reading for students and 
researchers in epistemology, metaphysics and philosophy of language. It will also be very useful for 
those in related fields in philosophy such as philosophy of mathematics, logic and philosophy of science.

Philosophy of Mind

"Exploring what great philosophers have written about the nature of thought and consciousness 
Philosophy of Mind: The Key Thinkers offers a comprehensive overview of this fascinating field. Thirteen 
specially commissioned essays, written by leading experts, introduce and explore the contributions 
of those philosophers who have shaped the subject and the central issues and arguments therein. 
The modern debate about the mind was shaped by Descartes in the seventeenth century, and 
then reshaped in the mid-twentieth century, and since, by exciting developments in science and 
philosophy. This book concentrates on the development of philosophical views on the mind since 
Descartes, offering coverage of the leading thinkers in the field including Husserl, Ryle, Lewis, Putnam, 
Fodor, Davidson, Dennett and the Churchlands. Crucially the book demonstrates how the ideas and 
arguments of these key thinkers have contributed to our understanding of the relationship between mind 
and brain. Ideal for undergraduate students, the book lays the necessary foundations for a complete 
and thorough understanding of this fascinating subject"--

Probability and Evidence

This influential book offers a probabilistic approach to scientific reasoning to resolve central issues in 
the philosophy of science.

Getting to Know the World Scientifically

This undergraduate textbook introduces some fundamental issues in philosophy of science for students 
of philosophy and science students. The book is divided into two parts. Part 1 deals with knowledge 
and values. Chap. 1 presents the classical conception of knowledge as initiated by the ancient Greeks 
and elaborated during the development of science, introducing the central concepts of truth, belief and 
justification. Aspects of the quest for objectivity are taken up in the following two chapters. Moral issues 
are broached in Chap. 4, which discusses some aspects of the use and abuse of science, taking up the 
responsibilities of scientists in properly conducting their business and decision-makers in their concerns 
with the import of science for society. Part 2 contrasts the view of scientific progress as the rejecting of 
old hypotheses and theories and replacing them with new ones, represented by Karl Popper, with the 
conception of progress as accumulating knowledge, saving as much as possible from older theories, 



represented by Pierre Duhem. A concluding chapter defends the natural attitude of taking the theories 
of modern science to be literally true, i.e. realism, in the face of arguments drawn partly from the history 
of scientific progress in criticism of this stance.

Philosophy of Science: The Key Thinkers

A guide to the key figures in the Philosophy of Science from Plato and Aristotle through to Popper, 
Puttnam and Cartwright.

Science: Key Concepts in Philosophy

The philosophical questions raised by the history and practice of science are among the most complex 
and stimulating. The philosophy of science inquires into such matters as scientific reasoning, scientific 
explanation, the nature and value of scientific knowledge, progress in science, and the debate between 
realist and anti-realist views of science. Science: Key Concepts in Philosophy is the ideal first stop for the 
student wishing to get to grips with this challenging subject. Written with the specific needs of students 
new to the discipline in mind, it covers the work of key thinkers and outlines clearly the central questions, 
problems and arguments encountered in studying the philosophy of science. The book considers 
such fundamentals as discovery, evidence, verification and falsification, realism and objectivity. It also 
draws on specific examples from the history of science to further illuminate the philosophical questions 
addressed. This is a practical and informative introduction to a major component of the undergraduate 
philosophy curriculum, as well as being a support to ongoing study.

Philosophy of Mind

"Exploring what great philosophers have written about the nature of thought and consciousness 
Philosophy of Mind: The Key Thinkers offers a comprehensive overview of this fascinating field. Thirteen 
specially commissioned essays, written by leading experts, introduce and explore the contributions 
of those philosophers who have shaped the subject and the central issues and arguments therein. 
The modern debate about the mind was shaped by Descartes in the seventeenth century, and 
then reshaped in the mid-twentieth century, and since, by exciting developments in science and 
philosophy. This book concentrates on the development of philosophical views on the mind since 
Descartes, offering coverage of the leading thinkers in the field including Husserl, Ryle, Lewis, Putnam, 
Fodor, Davidson, Dennett and the Churchlands. Crucially the book demonstrates how the ideas and 
arguments of these key thinkers have contributed to our understanding of the relationship between mind 
and brain. Ideal for undergraduate students, the book lays the necessary foundations for a complete 
and thorough understanding of this fascinating subject"--

Philosophy of Science: Key Concepts

Science has made a huge impact on human society over hundred years, but how does it work? How do 
scientists do the things they do? How do they come up with the theories? How do they test them? How 
do they use these theories to explain phenomena? How do they draw conclusions from them about how 
the world might be? Now updated, this second edition of Philosophy of Science: Key Concepts looks at 
each of these questions and more. Taking in turn the fundamental theories, processes and views lying 
at the heart of the philosophy of science, this engaging introduction illuminates the scientific practice 
and provides a better appreciation of how science actually works. It features: - Chapters on discovery, 
evidence, verification and falsification, realism and objectivity - Accessible overviews of work of key 
thinkers such as Galileo, Einstein and Mullis - A new chapter on explanation - An extended range of 
easy-to-follow and contemporary examples to help explain more technical ideas - Study exercises, an 
annotated bibliography and suggestions of Where to Go Next Succinct and approachable, Philosophy of 
Science: Key Concepts outlines some of the most central and important scientific questions, problems 
and arguments without assuming prior knowledge of philosophy. This enjoyable introduction is the 
perfect starting point for anyone looking to understand how and why science has shaped and changed 
our view of the world.

The Philosophy of Science

In 'The Philosophy of Science', George Couvalis offers a clear non-technical introduction to the subject, 
surveying the key thinkers and debates in the field.

Bruno Latour



Bruno Latour is among the most important figures in contemporary philosophy and social science. 
His ethnographic studies have revolutionized our understanding of areas as diverse as science, law, 
politics and religion. To facilitate a more realistic understanding of the world, Latour has introduced a 
radically fresh philosophical terminology and a new approach to social science, ‘Actor-Network Theory’. 
In seminal works such as Laboratory Life, We Have Never Been Modern and An Inquiry into Modes 
of Existence, Latour has outlined an alternative to the foundational categories of ‘modern’ western 
thought Ð particularly its distinction between society and nature Ð that has major consequences for 
our understanding of the ecological crisis and of the role of science in democratic societies. Latour’s 
‘empirical philosophy’ has evolved considerably over the past four decades. In this lucid and compelling 
book, Gerard de Vries provides one of the first overviews of Latour’s work. He guides readers 
through Latour’s main publications, from his early ethnographies to his more recent philosophical 
works, showing with considerable skill how Latour’s ideas have developed. This book will be of great 
value to students and scholars attempting to come to terms with the immense challenge posed by 
Latour’s thought. It will be of interest to those studying philosophy, anthropology, sociology, science 
and technology studies, and almost all other branches of the social sciences and humanities.

Epistemology: The Key Thinkers

What have the great philosophers written about the nature of knowledge? Epistemology: The Key 
Thinkers tells the story of how our thinking about knowledge has developed, introducing you to some 
of the problems and forces that have dominated the history of philosophy. Beginning with Plato, 
Aristotle, ancient sceptics, and the medievals, before moving to Descartes, the British empiricists, Kant, 
American pragmatism, and twentieth-century thinkers such as Ludwig Wittgenstein, W. V. O. Quine, 
Alvin Goldman, and beyond, each chapter guides you through the ideas, contribution, and legacy of 
a leading philosopher or movement. This second edition includes: · A new chapter covering medieval 
epistemology · Extended guides to further reading and future directions for epistemology The final 
chapter looks to the future, highlighting some of the very latest debates that energise philosophical 
writing today about knowledge and how we know what we know.

Philosophy of Mind: The Key Thinkers

Exploring what great philosophers have written about the nature of thought and consciousness 
Philosophy of Mind: The Key Thinkers offers a comprehensive overview of this fascinating field. Thirteen 
specially commissioned essays, written by leading experts, introduce and explore the contributions 
of those philosophers who have shaped the subject and the central issues and arguments therein. 
The modern debate about the mind was shaped by Descartes in the seventeenth century, and 
then reshaped in the mid-twentieth century, and since, by exciting developments in science and 
philosophy. This book concentrates on the development of philosophical views on the mind since 
Descartes, offering coverage of the leading thinkers in the field including Husserl, Ryle, Lewis, Putnam, 
Fodor, Davidson, Dennett and the Churchlands. Crucially the book demonstrates how the ideas and 
arguments of these key thinkers have contributed to our understanding of the relationship between mind 
and brain. Ideal for undergraduate students, the book lays the necessary foundations for a complete 
and thorough understanding of this fascinating subject.

The Little Book of Philosophy

If you want to know your Socrates from your Sartre and your Confucius from your Kant, strap in for 
this whirlwind tour of the highlights of philosophy. Philosophy is a quest for wisdom and knowledge; 
philosophia in Ancient Greek literally means “love of wisdom”. The aim of philosophy is to ask and 
explore life’s big questions to help us work out what we can know and how we can live a good life. Today, 
in a world of fake news, embarking on a quest for truth couldn’t be more important. This pocket-sized 
introduction to important philosophers and key philosophical ideas includes accessible primers on: The 
early Greek philosophers and the “big three”: Socrates, Plato and Aristotle Key schools of philosophy 
from around the world – from ancient philosophy right up to the present day – and their impact on 
modern life Insights into the main questions philosophers have explored over the years: Who am I? 
What is the meaning of life? Do I have free will? Practical applications for the theories of Descartes, 
Kant, Wollstonecraft, Marx, Nietzsche and many more. This illuminating little book will introduce you to 
the key thinkers, themes and theories you need to know to understand how human ideas have sculpted 
the world we live in and the way we think today. A perfect gift for anyone taking their first steps into the 
world of philosophy, as well as for those who want to brush up their knowledge.

Marxism and the Philosophy of Science



A masterful survey of the history of Marxist philosophy of science Sheehan retraces the development 
of a Marxist philosophy of science through detailed and highly readable accounts of the debates 
that shaped it. Skilfully deploying a large cast of characters, Sheehan shows how Marx and Engel’s 
ideas on the development and structure of natural science had a crucial impact on the work of 
early twentieth-century natural philosophers, historians of science, and natural scientists. With a new 
afterword by the author.

Creatively Undecided

For many, the two key thinkers about science in the twentieth century are Thomas Kuhn and Karl 
Popper, and one of the key questions in contemplating science is how to make sense of theory change. 
In Creatively Undecided, philosopher Menachem Fisch defends a new way to make sense of the ratio-
nality of scientific revolutions. He argues, loosely following Kuhn, for a strong notion of the framework 
dependency of all scientific practice, while at the same time he shows how such frameworks can be 
deemed the possible outcomes of keen rational deliberation along Popperian lines. Fisch's innovation 
is to call attention to the importance of ambiguity and indecision in scientific change and advancement. 
Specifically, he backs the problem up, looking not at how we might communicate rationally across an 
already existing divide but at the rational incentive to create an alternative framework in the first place. 
Creatively Undecided will be essential reading for philosophers of science, and its vivid case study in 
Victorian mathematics will draw in historians.

The Workshop and the World: What Ten Thinkers Can Teach Us About Science and Authority

A fascinating look at key thinkers throughout history who have shaped public perception of science and 
the role of authority. When does a scientific discovery become accepted fact? Why have scientific facts 
become easy to deny? And what can we do about it? In The Workshop and the World, philosopher 
and science historian Robert P. Crease answers these questions by describing the origins of our 
scientific infrastructure—the “workshop”—and the role of ten of the world’s greatest thinkers in shaping 
it. At a time when the Catholic Church assumed total authority, Francis Bacon, Galileo Galilei, and 
René Descartes were the first to articulate the worldly authority of science, while writers such as 
Mary Shelley and Auguste Comte told cautionary tales of divorcing science from the humanities. 
The provocative leaders and thinkers Kemal Atatürk and Hannah Arendt addressed the relationship 
between the scientific community and the public in in times of deep distrust. As today’s politicians 
and government officials increasingly accuse scientists of dishonesty, conspiracy, and even hoaxes, 
engaged citizens can’t help but wonder how we got to this level of distrust and how we can emerge 
from it. This book tells dramatic stories of individuals who confronted fierce opposition—and sometimes 
risked their lives—in describing the proper authority of science, and it examines how ignorance and 
misuse of science constitute the preeminent threat to human life and culture. An essential, timely 
exploration of what it means to practice science for the common good as well as the danger of political 
action divorced from science, The Workshop and the World helps us understand both the origins of our 
current moment of great anti-science rhetoric and what we can do to help keep the modern world from 
falling apart.

Feyerabend

This book is the first comprehensive critical study of the work of Paul Feyerabend, one of the foremost 
twentieth-century philosophers of science. The book traces the evolution of Feyerabend's thought, 
beginning with his early attempt to graft insights from Wittgenstein's conception of meaning onto 
Popper's falsificationist philosophy. The key elements of Feyerabend's model of the acquisition of 
knowledge are identified and critically evaluated. Feyerabend's early work emerges as a continuation 
of Popper's philosophy of science, rather than as a contribution to the historical approach to science 
with which he is usually associated. In his more notorious later work, Feyerabend claimed that there 
was, and should be, no such thing as the scientific method. The roots of Feyerabend's 'epistemological 
anarchism' are exposed and the weaknesses of his cultural relativism are brought out. Throughout 
the book, Preston discusses the influence of Feyerabend's thought on contemporary philosophers 
and traces his stimulating but divided legacy. The book will be of interest to students of philosophy, 
methodology, and the social sciences.

Key Thinkers in Linguistics and the Philosophy of Language



This book is a unique and accessible reference guide to the work of eighty key figures who have played 
an important role in the development of ideas about language from antiquity to the twenty-first century. 
The entries are extensively cross referenced, allowing readers to trace influences, developments, and 
debates both in contemporary thinking and across time. Each entry concludes with suggestions for 
further reading of primary texts and secondary sources, encouraging readers to find out more about 
the particular key thinker and the impact of his or her ideas.

Philosophy of Language: The Key Thinkers

Philosophers have raised and struggled with questions relating to human language for more than 
2000 years. Philosophy of Language: The Key Thinkers offers a comprehensive historical overview of 
this fascinating field. Thirteen specially commissioned essays introduce and explore the contributions 
of those philosophers who have shaped the subject and the central issues and arguments therein. 
Philosophical questions relating to language have been subjected to particularly intense scrutiny since 
the work of Gottlob Frege in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This book concentrates on 
the development of philosophical views on language over the last 130 years, offering coverage of all 
the leading thinkers in the field including Frege, Russell, Wittgenstein, Austin, Quine, Chomsky, Grice, 
Davidson, Dummett and Kripke. Crucially the book demonstrates how the ideas and arguments of 
these key thinkers have contributed to our understanding of the theoretical account of language use 
and its central concepts. Ideal for undergraduate students, the book lays the necessary foundations for 
a complete and thorough understanding of this fascinating subject.

Philosophy of Religion: The Key Thinkers

An accessible survey of the most important thinkers on Religion, from Aquinas, through Kant to William 
James.

The Philosophers and Mathematics

This book explores the unique relationship between two different approaches to understand the nature 
of knowledge, reality, and existence. It collects essays that examine the distinctive historical relationship 
between mathematics and philosophy. Readers learn what key philosophers throughout the ages 
thought about mathematics. This includes both thinkers who recognized the relevance of mathematics 
to their own work as well as those who chose to completely ignore its many achievements. The essays 
offer insight into the role that mathematics played in the formation of each included philosopher’s 
doctrine as well as the impact its remarkable expansion had on the philosophical systems each 
erected. Conversely, the authors also highlight the ways that philosophy contributed to the growth 
and transformation of mathematics. Throughout, significant historical examples help to illustrate these 
points in a vivid way. Mathematics has often been a favored interlocutor of philosophers and a major 
source of inspiration. This book is the outcome of an international conference held in honor of Roshdi 
Rashed, a renowned historian of mathematics. It provides researchers, students, and interested 
readers with remarkable insights into the history of an important relationship throughout the ages.

Political Theory on Death and Dying

Political Theory on Death and Dying provides a comprehensive, encyclopedic review that compiles and 
curates the latest scholarship, research, and debates on the political and social implications of death 
and dying. Adopting an easy-to-follow chronological and multi-disciplinary approach on 45 canonical 
figures and thinkers, leading scholars from a diverse range of fields, including political science, 
philosophy, and English, discuss each thinker’s ethical and philosophical accounts on mortality and 
death. Each chapter focuses on a single established figure in political philosophy, as well as religious 
and literary thinkers, covering classical to contemporary thought on death. Through this approach, the 
chapters are designed to stand alone, allowing the reader to study every entry in isolation and with 
greater depth, as well as trace how thinkers are influenced by their predecessors. A key contribution 
to the field, Political Theory on Death and Dying provides an excellent overview for students and 
researchers who study philosophy of death, the history of political thought, and political philosophy.

The Philosophy Book

For all the deep thinkers with questions about the world, this encyclopedia holds the answers you 
have been searching for. What is the meaning of life? What is the Universe made of? Read what 



our eminent philosophers thought about the nature of reality, and the fundamental questions we ask 
ourselves. To help you understand the subject and what it is about, The Philosophy Book introduces you 
to ancient philosophers such as Plato and Confucius. But it doesn't stop there, read about our modern 
thinkers such as Chomsky and Derrida too. Short and sweet biographies of over a hundred philosophers 
and their profound questions. Work your way through the different branches of philosophy such as 
metaphysics and ethics. Understand how philosophical questions have led to breakthroughs in maths 
and science. Get to grips with how the history of philosophy informs our modern lives, exploring topics 
such as how science can predict the future and how language shapes our thoughts and decisions. 
Your Philosophical Questions Explained If you thought philosophy was full of difficult concepts, The 
Philosophy Book presents the key ideas in an easy to follow layout. Explained in simple terms with visual 
guides such as mind maps, diagrams, and timelines for the progression of ideas. Enjoy the stunning 
graphics that add a little wit to the serious subject. Travel from ancient philosophers to contemporary 
thinkers: - The Ancient World 700 BGE - 250 CE - The Medieval World 250 - 1500 - Renaissance and 
the Age of Reason 1500 - 1750 - The Age of Revolution 1750 - 1900 - The Modern World 1900 - 1950 
- Contemporary Philosophy The Series Simply Explained With over 7 million copies sold worldwide 
to date, The Philosophy Book is part of the award-winning Big Ideas series from DK Books. It uses 
innovative graphics along with engaging writing to make complex subjects easier to understand.

Philosophy in Minutes

Philosophy in Minutes distils 200 of the most important philosophical ideas into easily digestible, 
bite-sized sections. The core information for every topic - including debates such as the role of 
philosophy in science and religion, key thinkers from Aristotle to Marx, and introductions to morality 
and ethics - is explained in straightforward language, using illustrations to make the concepts easy to 
understand and remember. Whether you are perplexed by existentialism or pondering the notion of 
free will, this accessible small-format book will help any reader to quickly grasp the basics of this highly 
nuanced subject. Chapters include: Truth and logic, Marxism, Communism and Socialism, Ontology, 
Philosophy and literature, Existence of God, Feminist theory, Consciousness, The future of philosophy.

Wilfrid Sellars

The work of the American philosopher Wilfrid Sellars continues to have a significant impact on 
the contemporary philosophical scene. His writings have influenced major thinkers such as Rorty, 
McDowell, Brandom, and Dennett, and many of Sellars basic conceptions, such as the logical space 
of reasons, the myth of the given, and the manifest and scientific images, have become standard 
philosophical terms. Often, however, recent uses of these terms do not reflect the richness or the true 
sense of Sellars original ideas. This book gets to the heart of Sellars philosophy and provides students 
with a comprehensive critical introduction to his lifes work. The book is structured around what Sellars 
himself regarded as the philosophers overarching task: to achieve a coherent vision of reality that will 
finally overcome the continuing clashes between the world as common sense takes it to be and the 
world as science reveals it to be. It provides a clear analysis of Sellars groundbreaking philosophy 
of mind, his novel theory of consciousness, his defense of scientific realism, and his thoroughgoing 
naturalism with a normative turn. Providing a lively examination of Sellars work through the central 
problem of what it means to be a human being in a scientific world, this book will be a valuable resource 
for all students of philosophy.

Key Concepts in the Philosophy of Social Research

"This is a splendid book, providing a readable and reliable guide to a very large range of topics 
and literature... the author brings together, as few of us can, the details of research methodology 
and practice with broader philosophical perspectives and approaches." - William Outhwaite, Emeri-
tus Professor, Newcastle University "We need researchers who are philosophically informed rather 
than philosophically obsessed or philosophically oppressed. With this book Malcolm Williams strikes 
the exact balance." - Ray Pawson, Emeritus Professor, University of Leeds This book is an ideal 
introduction for any student or social researcher hoping to better understand the philosophical issues 
that inform social research. Williams is the perfect guide providing short focused introductions to key 
concepts alongside a persuasive and engaging overview of how we interpret and conduct research. 
The book covers everything from core research methods, to ethical concerns and an exploration of the 
metaphysics of social life, with each entry providing: Clear definitions Engaging real world examples 



Up-do-date suggestions for further reading Informative cross-referencing Lists of key thinkers. Relevant 
and authoritative, this book is an indispensable introduction to the philosophy of social research.

The Scientific Background to Modern Philosophy

Through a collection of works from key thinkers in natural philosophy, the second edition of The 
Scientific Background to Modern Philosophy illuminates the central role scientific writing played in 
developing modern philosophical thought. This revised and expanded edition includes many new 
translations and incorporates works by foundational eighteenth- and nineteenth-century thinkers not in 
the first edition, including selections from works by Jean-Baptiste, le Rond d’Alembert, Denis Diderot, 
Émilie Du Châtelet, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Joseph Priestley, Immanuel Kant, Carl Linnaeus, William 
Paley, and Charles Robert Darwin. These new additions provide students with a more comprehensive 
understanding of the scientific context in which the major philosophical works of the modern era were 
written and complement the selections from works by Nicolaus Copernicus, Francis Bacon, Galileo 
Galilei, René Descartes, Robert Boyle, Christiaan Huygens, and Isaac Newton that are retained from 
the first edition.

The Philosophers

What better introduction to the world of philosophy than through the lives of its most prominent citizens. 
In The Philosophers, we are introduced to twenty-eight of the greatest thinkers in Western civilization, 
ranging from Aristotle and Plato to Wittgenstein, Heidegger, and Sartre. An illustrious team of scholars 
takes us on a concise and illuminating tour of some of the most brilliant minds and enduring ideas 
in history. Here is Aristotle's Nichomachean Ethics, Plato's cave of shadows, Schopenhauer's vision 
of reality as blind, striving Will, Hegel's idea of the World Spirit, Bentham's principle of the Greatest 
Happiness, Mill's contributions to our understanding of liberty, William James's theory of the stream of 
consciousness, Husserl's phenomenology, and much more. Readers will find thoughtful discussions of 
everything from Kant's categorical imperative, to the Christian philosophies of Augustine, Aquinas, and 
Kierkegaard, to the materialism of Hobbes or Marx, to the modern--and quite different--philosophical 
systems of Bertrand Russell, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Ludwig Wittgenstein. Each article is illustrated 
with a portrait of the philosopher, the contributors provide lists for further reading, and the volume 
includes a chronological table that gives valuable historical context. Here then is an authoritative and 
engaging guide to the ideas of the most notable philosophers, ranging from antiquity to the present 
day. The Philosophers shows how these great thinkers wrestled with the central problems of the 
human condition--with important questions of free will, morality, and the limits of logic and reason--as 
it illuminates their legacy for our time.

Understand Philosophy: Teach Yourself

This book is the essential introduction to the history of Western thought. Covering all the key thinkers, 
both ancient and modern, and all the major branches of philosophy, it will give you new insights about 
the world we live in. Packed full of examples and clear explanations, and with key terms defined and 
explained, it is ideal whether you are student looking for a quick refresher or just want to explore 
this fascinating topic out of personal interest. NOT GOT MUCH TIME? One, five and ten-minute 
introductions to key principles to get you started. AUTHOR INSIGHTS Lots of instant help with 
common problems and quick tips for success, based on the author's many years of experience. TEST 
YOURSELF Tests in the book and online to keep track of your progress. EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 
Extra online articles at www.teachyourself.com to give you a richer understanding of psychology. FIVE 
THINGS TO REMEMBER Quick refreshers to help you remember the key facts. TRY THIS Innovative 
exercises illustrate what you've learnt and how to use it.

Philosophy of Science for Biologists

A short and accessible introduction to philosophy of science for students and researchers across the 
life sciences.

Habermas

Continental Philosophy of Science provides an expert guideto the major twentieth-century French 
and German philosophicalthinking on science. A comprehensive introduction by the editor provides 
a unifiedinterpretative survey of continental work on philosophy ofscience. Interpretative essays are 



complemented by key primary-sourceselections. Includes previously untranslated texts by Bergson, 
Bachelard,and Canguilhem and new translations of texts by Hegel andCassirer. Contributors include 
Terry Pinkard, Jean Gayon, RichardTieszen, Michael Friedman, Joseph Rouse, Mary Tiles,Hans-Jöerg 
Rheinberger, Linda Alcoff, Todd May, Axel Honneth,and Penelope Deutscher.

Continental Philosophy of Science

Michael Dummett stands out among his generation as the only British philosopher of language to rival 
in stature the Americans, Davidson and Quine. In conjunction with them he has been responsible for 
much of the framework within which questions concerning meaning and understanding are raised and 
answered in the late twentieth-century Anglo-American tradition. Dummett's output has been prolific 
and highly influential, but not always as accessible as it deserves to be. This book sets out to rectify 
this situation. Karen Green offers the first comprehensive introduction to Dummett's philosophy of 
language, providing an overview and summary of his most important arguments. She argues that 
Dummett should not be understood as a determined advocate of anti-realism, but that his greatest 
contribution to the philosophy of language is to have set out the strengths and weaknesses of the three 
most influential positions within contemporary theory of meaning - realism, as epitomised by Frege, the 
holism to be found in Wittgenstein, Quine and Davidson and the constructivism which can be extracted 
from Brouwer. It demonstrates that analytic philosophy as Dummett practices it, is by no means an 
outmoded approach to thinking about language, but that it is relevant both to cognitive science and to 
phenomenology.

Dummett

This revised second edition from our bestselling Key Guides includes brand new entries on some 
of the most influential thinkers of the twentieth- and twenty-first century: Zizek, Bergson, Husserl, 
Heidegger, Butler and Haraway. With a new introduction by the author, sections on phenomenology and 
the post-human, full cross-referencing and up-to-date guides to major primary and secondary texts, 
this is an essential resource to contemporary critical thought for undergraduates and the interested 
reader.

Fifty Key Contemporary Thinkers

Scientists use concepts and principles that are partly specific for their subject matter, but they also 
share part of them with colleagues working in different fields. Compare the biological notion of a 'natural 
kind' with the general notion of 'confirmation' of a hypothesis by certain evidence. Or compare the 
physical principle of the 'conservation of energy' and the general principle of 'the unity of science'. 
Scientists agree that all such notions and principles aren't as crystal clear as one might wish. An 
important task of the philosophy of the special sciences, such as philosophy of physics, of biology 
and of economics, to mention only a few of the many flourishing examples, is the clarification of such 
subject specific concepts and principles. Similarly, an important task of 'general' philosophy of science 
is the clarification of concepts like 'confirmation' and principles like 'the unity of science'. It is evident 
that clarfication of concepts and principles only makes sense if one tries to do justice, as much as 
possible, to the actual use of these notions by scientists, without however following this use slavishly. 
That is, occasionally a philosopher may have good reasons for suggesting to scientists that they should 
deviate from a standard use. Frequently, this amounts to a plea for differentiation in order to stop 
debates at cross-purposes due to the conflation of different meanings. While the special volumes of 
the series of Handbooks of the Philosophy of Science address topics relative to a specific discipline, 
this general volume deals with focal issues of a general nature. After an editorial introduction about 
the dominant method of clarifying concepts and principles in philosophy of science, called explication, 
the first five chapters deal with the following subjects. Laws, theories, and research programs as units 
of empirical knowledge (Theo Kuipers), various past and contemporary perspectives on explanation 
(Stathis Psillos), the evaluation of theories in terms of their virtues (Ilkka Niiniluto), and the role of 
experiments in the natural sciences, notably physics and biology (Allan Franklin), and their role in the 
social sciences, notably economics (Wenceslao Gonzalez). In the subsequent three chapters there 
is even more attention to various positions and methods that philosophers of science and scientists 
may favor: ontological, epistemological, and methodological positions (James Ladyman), reduction, 
integration, and the unity of science as aims in the sciences and the humanities (William Bechtel 
and Andrew Hamilton), and logical, historical and computational approaches to the philosophy of 
science (Atocha Aliseda and Donald Gillies). The volume concludes with the much debated question 



of demarcating science from nonscience (Martin Mahner) and the rich European-American history 
of the philosophy of science in the 20th century (Friedrich Stadler). Comprehensive coverage of 
the philosophy of science written by leading philosophers in this field Clear style of writing for an 
interdisciplinary audience No specific pre-knowledge required

General Philosophy of Science: Focal Issues

Logical empiricism is a philosophical movement that flourished in the 1920s and 30s in Central Europe 
and in the 40s and 50s in the United States. With its stated ambition to comprehend the revolutionary 
advances in the empirical and formal sciences of their day and to confront anti-modernist challenges 
to scientific reason itself, logical empiricism was never uncontroversial. Uniting key thinkers who often 
disagreed with one another but shared the aim to conceive of philosophy as part of the scientific 
enterprise, it left a rich and varied legacy that has only begun to be explored relatively recently. The 
Routledge Handbook of Logical Empiricism is an outstanding reference source to this challenging 
subject area, and the first collection of its kind. Comprising 41 chapters written by an international and 
interdisciplinary team of contributors, the Handbook is organized into four clear parts: The Cultural, 
Scientific and Philosophical Context and the Development of Logical Empiricism Characteristic Theses 
of and Specific Issues in Logical Empiricism Relations to Philosophical Contemporaries Leading 
Post-Positivist Criticisms and Legacy. Essential reading for students and researchers in the history of 
twentieth-century philosophy, especially the history of analytical philosophy and the history of philos-
ophy of science, the Handbook will also be of interest to those working in related areas of philosophy 
influenced by this important movement, including metaphysics and epistemology, philosophy of mind, 
and philosophy of language.

The Routledge Handbook of Logical Empiricism

Key Thinkers in Neuroscience provides insight into the life and work of some of the most significant 
minds that have shaped the field. Studies of the human brain have been varied and complex, and 
the field is rich in pioneers whose endeavours have broken new ground in neuroscience. Adopting a 
chronological and multi-disciplinary approach to each Key Thinker, the book highlights their extraor-
dinary contributions to neuroscience. Beginning with Santiago Ramon y Cajal and finishing with the 
philosophers Patricia Churchland and Paul Churchland, this book provides a comprehensive look at 
the new ideas and discoveries that have shaped neuroscientific research and practice, and the people 
that have been invaluable to this field. This book will be an indispensable companion for all students 
of neuroscience and the history of psychology, as well as anyone interested in how we have built our 
knowledge of the brain.

Key Thinkers in Neuroscience

Fifty Key Thinkers on the Environment is a unique guide to environmental thinking through the ages. Joy 
A. Palmer, herself an important and prolific author on environmental matters, has assembled a team 
of thirty-five expert contributors to summarize and analyse the thinking of fifty diverse and stimulating 
figures – from all over the world and from ancient times to the present day. Among those included are: 
Philosophers such as Rousseau, Spinoza and Heidegger Activists such as Chico Mendes Literary 
giants such as Virgil, Goethe and Wordsworth Major religious and spiritual figures such as the Buddha 
and St Francis of Assisi. Lucid, scholarly and informative, these fifty essays offer a fascinating overview 
of mankind’s view and understanding of the physical world.

Fifty Key Thinkers on the Environment

It is important for every student of psychology, wherever they might be in the world, to understand the 
classic scholars, the classic studies, and the subsequent generations of people and ideas that have 
come to define the broad discipline that is 'psychology'. This book achieves this in the most accessible 
and engaging manner possible. Rom Harré presents a unique textbook orientation, combining the 
biopic with the significance of the major protagonists of the last century, organized by 'schools of 
thought', yet with cross-references throughout the text.

Key Thinkers in Psychology

Who am I? What is justice? What does it mean to live a good life? Many of the fundamental questions 
of philosophy are questions that we begin to ask ourselves as young adults when we look at the world 



around us, at ourselves, and try to make sense of things. This engaging and accessible book invites 
the reader to explore the questions and arguments of philosophy through the work of one hundred of 
the greatest thinkers within the Western intellectual tradition. Covering philosophical, scientific, political 
and religious thought over a period of 2500 years, Philosophy will serve as an excellent guide for those 
interested in knowing about individual thinkers - such as Plato, Aristotle, Rousseau and Nietzsche, 
to name just a few - and the questions and observations that inspired them to write. By presenting 
individual thinkers, details of their lives and the concerns and circumstances that motivated them, 
this book makes philosophy come to life as a relevant and meaningful approach to thinking about the 
contemporary world. A lucid and engaging book full of thought-provoking quotations, as well as clear 
explanations and definitions, Philosophy is sure to encourage students and laymen alike to investigate 
further.

Philosophy 100 Essential Thinkers

Introduces and explores the work and ideas of the most important writers in moral philosophy, from 
Plato to Macintyre.

Ethics: The Key Thinkers

Time Magazine reports on a remarkable renaissance of religious belief among philosophers. Who 
are these intellectuals, and why have they embraced Christian belief. Several thinkers answer these 
questions with candor, warmth, and brilliance.

Philosophers Who Believe

This book provides an account of an original educational philosophy, developed by one of the most 
significant philosophers of the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, Roy Bhaskar. Though he 
directed his attention to wider matters than education, his philosophy has implications for the way we 
can understand how the world is structured and in turn how we can transform it to accommodate 
a desire for a better arrangement of resources for human well-being. It is thus both a theory of 
mind and world and in addition, a theory of education. Roy Bhaskar’s philosophy has a view on the 
following important matters: intentionality, agential capacity, materialism, the possibility of describing 
and changing the world, progression, education and the lifecourse, essentialism and human nature, 
pedagogy, knowledge and knowledge-development, the formation of the self, curricular aims and 
objectives, being with other people, the self in the learning process, the relationship between the self 
(or agency) and the environment, stratification, emergence, representation and its different modes, 
structures and mechanisms, the dialectic and criticality.

Roy Bhaskar

Michael Dummett stands out among his generation as the only British philosopher of language to rival 
in stature the Americans, Davidson and Quine. In conjunction with them he has been responsible for 
much of the framework within which questions concerning meaning and understanding are raised and 
answered in the late twentieth-century Anglo-American tradition. Dummett's output has been prolific 
and highly influential, but not always as accessible as it deserves to be. This book sets out to rectify 
this situation. Karen Green offers the first comprehensive introduction to Dummett's philosophy of 
language, providing an overview and summary of his most important arguments. She argues that 
Dummett should not be understood as a determined advocate of anti-realism, but that his greatest 
contribution to the philosophy of language is to have set out the strengths and weaknesses of the three 
most influential positions within contemporary theory of meaning - realism, as epitomised by Frege, the 
holism to be found in Wittgenstein, Quine and Davidson and the constructivism which can be extracted 
from Brouwer. It demonstrates that analytic philosophy as Dummett practices it, is by no means an 
outmoded approach to thinking about language, but that it is relevant both to cognitive science and to 
phenomenology.

Dummett
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