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Explore a deep study into Justin Martyr's use of prophecy as proof texts, meticulously examining the 
historical tradition, various text types, their provenance, and the intricate theological profile that defines 
his influential work. This analysis offers critical insights into early Christian thought and interpretative 
methods.
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The Apology of Justin Martyr

In his Apology, Justin Martyr uses some major apologetic strategies to defend Christianity. These are 
the 'logos doctrine', the 'theft theory', the 'proof from prophecy' and the arguments from demons. David 
E. Nyström analyses them in order to create a picture of how they work together, rhetorically and 
literarily, in Justin's grand argument.

Religious Identity and the Invention of Tradition

STAR - Studies in Theology and Religion, 3 This book contains the contributions to the first international 
conference organised by the Netherlands School for Advanced Studies in Theology and Religion 
(NOSTER), held in the Netherlands in January 1999. The conference theme was inspired by Eric 
Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger’s influentual volume, The Invention of Tradition. Their work provided 
a starting point for discussing formations and changes of religious traditions on the one hand, and the 
interaction of religious identities and the transformation of traditions on the other. After an introductory 
section discussing Hobsbawm’s definitions and his theoretical framework, and offering several critical 
applications of his framework to Christian traditions, the main part of this volume consists of three 
thematic sections: the theme of the Exodus, the earliest traditions about the Lord’s supper, and the 
modern “myth of Fundamentalism”. This volume will be of interest to all those engaged in the study of 
religious traditions and identities, and the way in which these interact. From the Contents The Invention 
of Religious Traditions Counterfactuals and the Invention of Religious Traditions - Marcel Sarot The 
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Creation of Tradition: Rereading and Reading beyond Hobsbawm - Paul Post Early Christianity between 
Divine Promise and Earthly Politics - Willemien Otten Challenging the Tradition of the Bodiless God: 
A Way to Inclusive Monotheism? - Kune E. Biezeveld Invention of Tradition? Trinity as Test - Herwi 
Rikhof Inventing and Re-inventing the Exodus The Exodus as Charter Myth - Karel van der Toorn 
Exodus: Liberation History against Charter Myth - Rainer Albertz The Development of the Exodus 
Tradition - John Collins History-oriented Foundation Myths in Israel and its Environment - Hans-Peter 
Müller The Exodus Motif in the Theologies of Liberation: Changes of Perspective - Georges De 
Schrijver Exodus in the African-American Experience - Theo Witvliet The Invention of the Eucharist 
and its Aftermath The Early History of the Lord’s Supper - Henk Jan de Jonge The Early History 
of the Lord’s Supper: Response to Henk Jan de Jonge - Dietrich-Alex Koch The Lord’s Supper and 
the Holy Communion in the Middle Ages: Sources, Significance, Remains and Confusion - Charles 
Caspers Meal and Sacrament: How Do We Encounter the Lord at the Table - Gerrit Immink Religious 
Fundamentalism: Facts and Fiction The Borderline between Muslim Fundamentalism and Muslim 
Modernism: An Indonesian Example - Herman Beck The Roaring Lion Strikes Again: Modernity vs. 
Dutch Orthodox Protestantism - Hijme Stoffels Fundamentalism: The Possibilities and Limitations of a 
Social-Psychological Approach - Jacques Janssen, Jan van der Lans and Mark Dechesne

Libraries, Translations, and 'Canonic' Texts

The book deals with the process of canonization of the Greek Torah; the use and abuse of the 
translation(s) of Aquila in Patristic and Rabbinic literature and the substitution of Aquila by Onkelos 
in Babylonian academies.

Biblical Interpretation in Early Christian Gospels

The second title in a proposed five-volume work; volume two, following on from the volume on Mark's 
Gospel, concentrates on Matthew's Gospel. Contributors consider the function of embedded scripture 
texts in the context of the Gospels written and read/heard in their early Christian settings. The project 
is wide ranging, with essays on the function of scripture in the compositional history of the gospels and 
the collection is broad in scope as a result of current interest in the integration of methods (especially 
historical and narrative ones). Advancements over the last 20 years in the study of genre and narrative 
criticism have left a void in the study of the function of embedded biblical texts in the Gospels. This 
collection of essays will move the study of scripture within scripture forwards.

Reading the Old Testament with the Ancient Church

Examines the role played by the Old Testament in the formation of early Christian thinking.

Ignatius adversus Valentinianos?

This volume discusses the authenticity of the seven letters, handed down under the name of Ignatius 
of Antioch, and explores the wider theological context at the time of their composition. The author first 
examines the chronological foundations of current scholarly consensus, which on the whole favours an 
early second-century date for the composition of these letters, during the reign of the emperor Trajan 
(98-117). On the basis of his findings the author next addresses the question raised by the title of the 
volume: do some of the polemic passages in these letters specifically attack Valentinian gnosis? After 
a detailed discussion of chapters 16-20 of the Letter to the Ephesians it is shown that the Ignatian Star 
Hymn (Eph. 19) should be seen as a parody of Valentinian myth. The volume concludes with a study 
of the Regula fidei (Eph. 18,2).

The 'New Testament' as a Polemical Tool

This volume contains papers on the ancient Christian use of potentially anti-Jewish New Testament 
texts. Martin Albl gives a general introduction to the opinions that ancient Christian authors held on Jews 
and Judaism. James Carleton Paget focuses on the Epistle of Barnabas and its critical position towards 
the Jewish religion. Wolfgang Grünstäudl discusses Justin Martyr's non-reception of two apparently 
anti-Jewish texts: Matt 27:25 (»His blood be on us and on our children«) and John 8:44 (»You are from 
your father the devil«). Harald Buchinger analyses Melito of Sardes' Paschal homily, in which the Jews 
are blamed for the death of Christ. Riemer Roukema and Hans van Loon investigate, respectively, 
Origen's and Cyril of Alexandria's use of NT texts in relation to the Jews and their Scriptures. Hagit 
Amirav and Cornelis Hoogerwerf focus on the form of polemical discourses in Diodore of Tarsus, 



Theodore of Mopsuestia, and John Chrysostom. Maya Goldberg studies Theodore of Mopsuestia's 
ideas on divine paideia in his commentary on Paulös epistle to the Galatians, and his view that the 
NT was intended to finalize – not replace – the Old Testament. Alban Massie focuses on Augustine's 
interpretation of John 1:17, »The Law was given through Moses, grace and the truth came through 
Jesus Christ.« Brian Matz deals with Jesus' warning against the leaven, i.e. teaching, of the Pharisees 
(Matt 16:6, 12), and Martin Meiser focuses on patristic reception of Matt 27:25. By way of comparison 
with ecclesiastial authors, Gerard Luttikhuizen deals with the alleged anti-Jewish interpretation of 
Scripture in Gnostic texts. This volume demonstrates that potentially anti-Jewish texts were indeed 
used against Jews, but also toward Christians, sometimes without applying them to Jews.

Hell Hath No Fury

The first major book to examine ancient Christian literature on hell through the lenses of gender and 
disability studies Throughout the Christian tradition, descriptions of hell’s fiery torments have shaped 
contemporary notions of the afterlife, divine justice, and physical suffering. But rarely do we consider the 
roots of such conceptions, which originate in a group of understudied ancient texts: the early Christian 
apocalypses. In this pioneering study, Meghan Henning illuminates how the bodies that populate hell 
in early Christian literature—largely those of women, enslaved persons, and individuals with disabil-
ities—are punished after death in spaces that mirror real carceral spaces, effectually criminalizing 
those bodies on earth. Contextualizing the apocalypses alongside ancient medical texts, inscriptions, 
philosophy, and patristic writings, this book demonstrates the ways that Christian depictions of hell 
intensified and preserved ancient notions of gender and bodily normativity that continue to inform 
Christian identity.

The Routledge Companion to Early Christian Thought

The shape and course which Christian thought has taken over its history is largely due to the 
contributions of individuals and communities in the second and third centuries. Bringing together a 
remarkable team of distinguished scholars, The Routledge Companion to Early Christian Thought is the 
ideal companion for those seeking to understand the way in which Early Christian thought developed 
within its broader cultural milieu and was communicated through its literature, especially as it was 
directed toward theological concerns. Divided into three parts, the Companion: asks how Christianity's 
development was impacted by its interaction with cultural, philosophical, and religious elements within 
the broader context of the second and third centuries. examines the way in which Early Christian 
thought was manifest in key individuals and literature in these centuries. analyses Early Christian 
thought as it was directed toward theological concerns such as God, Christ, Redemption, Scripture, 
and the community and its worship.

Dictionary of Theologians

An exhaustive guide to every significant Christian theologian who lived from the first century to 
1308, the year in which John Duns Scotus died. The dictionary encompasses the Catholic, Ortho-
dox, Nestorian and Monophysite traditions, including information not previously available in English. 
Thoroughly indexed, the dictionary incorporates common variants of names and concepts which will 
help and direct the reader. The main criterion for inclusion has been contribution to the development of 
Christian theology. Sub-criteria by which that is measured include, above all, originality and influence 
on later figures. With over 290 entries, the dictionary provides a handy summary of theologiansi lives 
and writings together with recent scholarship,as well as an up-to-date, definitive bibliography listing 
primary texts, translations and secondary literature in the major western European languages. Useful 
for all levels of academia; no other text matches the depth of the dictionaryis bibliographies. The 
unprecedented thoroughness of Hill's compilation provides an essential resource for studies at all levels 
on such a large and varied range of Church thinkers.

Romans and the Apologetic Tradition

Of all the letters in the Pauline corpus, the Letter to the Romans has attracted the greatest degree of 
scholarly attention. Yet surprisingly scant consideration has been given to the question of its literary 
genre. Taking up the comparatively brief suggestions of previous scholars, Dr Guerra argues that the 
Letter belongs to the protreptic genre - the class of writing in antiquity which urges the adoption of a 
particular way of life (or a deeper commitment to it), setting out its advantages, replying to objections, 
and demonstrating its superiority. Working through each chapter of the Letter in turn, he indicates 



how Paul provides a critique of non-Christian ways of life (both Jewish and Gentile) and affirms the 
superiority of the Christian Gospel. It becomes apparent that the Pauline apologetics of Romans 
stand between the hellenistic Jewish tradition and the later Greek Christian apologists, and may have 
influenced the latter.

Scriptural Interpretation and Community Self-Definition in Luke-Acts and the Writings of Justin Martyr

Although scholars often assume that Luke and Justin similarly claim the sacred texts of Jews for the 
non-Jewish church, this book offers a fresh analysis that uncovers significant differences between their 
respective depictions of the relationship between Christ-believers and the Jewish scriptures.

Studies on the Text of the New Testament and Early Christianity

A collection of essays in honour of Prof. Michael Holmes. The volume is arranged in two parts focusing 
on textual criticism and the Apostolic Fathers respectively.

New Essays on the Apostolic Fathers

This volume comprises fifteen new essays on the Apostolic Fathers with a focus on 1 and 2 Clement. 
An introductory essay investigates the role of seventeenth-century librarians in the origination of the 
collection's title. Five essays concern 1 Clement, exploring its relationship to 1 Corinthians, its generic 
classification, the discussion of "Christian education" (1 Clem. 21:8), the golden calf tradition, and the 
well-known legend of the regeneration of the phoenix. Three essays treat 2 Clement, including problems 
with recent translations of chapter 1, the motif of the barren woman in chapter 2, and the analogy of 
faith as a race in chapter 7. The volume ranges widely within and beyond early Christian literature-from 
the streets of ancient Achaean and Asian the early modern libraries of Europe.

Religious Polemics and Encounters in Late Antiquity

This volume explores the intricate identarian formation and negotiations of early encounters of the 
Abrahamic religions. Its aim is to understand the ever-pressing challenges arising from polemical in-
ter-religious encounters by analyzing the dynamics of apologetic debate, the negotiation and formation 
of boundaries of belonging, and the argumentative thrust for persuasion and conversion.

Defining Judaism

Judaism is a monotheistic religion with a history of over 3,500 years. 'Defining Judaism' illustrates the 
range of theoretical and practical issues required for comparative and historical study of the faith. The 
texts range from historical attempts to define individual 'Jews' to imagining Judaism as a religion like 
other religions, to modern and post-modern attempts to decentre these earlier definitions. The reader 
brings together a wide range of essays from influential scholars of ancient and contemporary Judaism 
to attempt a full picture of Judaism that will be of interest to all those involved in the study of religion.

Revelation, Truth, Canon, and Interpretation

This volume deals with revelation, truth, canon, and interpretation as foundational concepts in 
pre-Nicene Christianity. Justin Martyr is used as a case study to develop these concepts within his 
second century context.

The Gospel of Peter and Early Christian Apologetics

Slightly revised version of the author's thesis (Ph.D)--Marquette University, 2010.

Encounters of the Children of Abraham from Ancient to Modern Times

The 16 contributions to this volume, written by scholars from various fields of religious studies, lead 
the reader to comprehend the plurality of interreligious encounters, hostile yet also peaceful, between 
the Children of Abraham, i.e. Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

The Legacy of John

This volume investigates the early, second-century reception of the Fourth Gospel. This is an era 
when its fortunes are surrounded by silence and mystery. It was assumed, until quite recently, that 



Gnostic and other so-called heterodox groups were the first ones to appreciate this gospel, and 
hence the mainstream Christians avoided using it until Irenaeus rescued it for the church. Lately, this 
view has been challenged by several scholars for several reasons. The contributions in this volume, 
written by leading specialists in their respective fields, offer an approachable, fresh, comprehensive 
and up-to-date view of the second-century reception of John s Gospel, in a situation where new 
understandings about various forms of early Christianity and its multiformity have started to emerge.

The Oxford Handbook of the Prophets

This volume explores historical, literary, and ideological dimensions of the books of the Latter Prophets 
of the Hebrew Bible - Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Book of the Twelve - along with Daniel. 
The prophetic books comprise oracles, narratives, and vision reports from ancient Israel and Judah 
spanning several centuries. Analysis of these texts sheds light on the cultural norms, theological 
convictions, and political disputes of Israelite and Judean communities in the shadow of the empires 
of ancient Egypt, Babylonia, and Persia.

The Way to Nicaea

"This first volume treats the initial three centuries of the Christian era. Part I examines the establishment 
of normative Christianity on the basis of the tradition and canon of the Gospel and briefly sketches the 
portrait of the Scriptural Christ inscribed in the New Testament. Part II analyzes selected figures from 
the second century, Ignatius of Antioch, Justin Martyr and Irenaeus of Lyons, considering how they 
understood Christ to be the Word of God. Part III turns to the third century, treating Hippolytus and 
the debates in Rome, Origen and his legacy in Alexandria and Paul of Samosata and the Council of 
Antioch, in a continued examination of Christ as the Word and Son of God. These debates form the 
background for the controversies and Councils of the following centuries, to be examined in subsequent 
volumes"--P. [4] of cover.

At the Temple Gates

Integrates Jewish/Judean and Christian experts into a wider and more diverse class of religious activity 
Argues that certain Christian forms of religion first took shape within a class of freelance experts.

From Logos to Trinity

A critical evaluation of the doctrine of the Trinity, tracing its development and investigating its intellectual, 
philosophical and theological background.

Worshipping a Crucified Man

By the mid-second century Christian writers were engaging in debates with educated audiences from 
non-Jewish Graeco-Roman cultural backgrounds. A remarkable feature of some of these texts is 
how extensively they refer to the Jewish scriptures, even though those scriptures were unfamiliar to 
non-Jewish Graeco-Romans. In Worshipping a Crucified Man, Jeremy Hudson explores for the first 
time why this should have been so. As the basis for his argument, Hudson examines three works 
by Christian converts originally educated in Graeco-Roman traditions: Justin Martyr's First Apology, 
Tatian's Oratio and Theophilus of Antioch's Ad Autolycum. He considers their literary strategies, their 
use of quotations and allusions and how they present the Jewish scriptures, all against the background 
of the Graeco-Roman literary culture familiar to both authors and audiences. The scriptures are 
presented as a critically defining feature of Christianity, instrumental in shaping the way the new religion 
presented itself, as it strove to engage with, and challenge, the cultural traditions of the Graeco-Roman 
world. This book will engage scholars interested in the very earliest centuries of Christianity and in the 
central role the Jewish scriptures played in the new religion’s self-presentation.

The New Testament and Early Christian Literature in Greco-Roman Context

This volume is a collection of newly published scholarly studies honoring Prof.Dr. David. E. Aune on his 
65th birthday. These groundbreaking studies written by prominent international scholars investigate 
a range of topics in the New Testament and early Christian literature with insights drawn from 
Greco-Roman culture and Hellenistic Judaism.

Philo of Alexandria



This volume is a continuation of Philo of Alexandria: an Annotated Bibliography 1937-1986, published 
by Roberto Radice and David Runia in 1988 (second edition 1992). Prepared with the collaboration 
of the International Philo Bibliography Project, it contains a complete listing of all scholarly writings on 
Philo in all languages for the period 1987 to 1996. Part One lists texts, translations, commentaries etc. 
(75 items). Part Two contains critical studies (880 items). In part Three additional works for the years 
1937-1986 are presented (170 items). In all cases a brief description of the contents of the contribution 
is given. Seven indices, including a detailed Index of subjects, complete the work.

Studies in Matthew and Early Christianity

Collection of texts published previously.

Union with Christ in the New Testament

In conversation with historical and systematic theology, Macaskill argues that the union between God 
and his people is consistently represented by the New Testament authors as covenantal, with the 
participation of believers in the life of God specifically mediated by Jesus, the covenant Messiah.

Papers Presented at the Twelfth International Conference on Patristic Studies Held in Oxford, 1995: 
Historica, theologica et philosophica, critica et philologica

A key emphasis of Brevard Childs's distinguished career has been to show not only that the canon of 
Scripture comprises both Old and New Testaments but also that the concept of -canon- includes the 
way the Christian church continues to wrestle in every age with the meaning of its sacred texts. In 
this new volume Childs uses the book of Isaiah as a case study of the church's endeavor throughout 
history to understand its Scriptures. In each chapter Childs focuses on a different Christian age, using 
the work of key figures to illustrate the church's changing views of Isaiah. After looking at the Septuagint 
translation, Childs examines commentaries and tractates from the patristic, Reformation, and modern 
periods. His review shows that despite an enormous diversity in time, culture, nationality, and audience, 
these works nevertheless display a -family resemblance- in their theological understandings of this 
central Old Testament text. Childs also reveals how the church struggled to adapt to changing social 
and historical conditions, often by correcting or refining traditional methodologies, while at the same 
time maintaining a theological stance measured by faithfulness to Jesus Christ. In an important final 
chapter Childs draws out some implications of his work for modern debates over the role of Scripture 
in the life of the church. Of great value to scholars, ministers, and students, this book will also draw 
general readers into the exciting theological debate currently raging in the Christian church about the 
faithful interpretation of Scripture.

The Struggle to Understand Isaiah as Christian Scripture

A close study of aspects of Irenaeus' pneumatology that demonstrates how Irenaeus combined Second 
Temple Jewish traditions of the spirit with New Testament theology to produce the most complex 
Jewish-Christian pneumatology of the early church.

Irenaeus of Lyons and the Theology of the Holy Spirit

"Produced within the framework of a consultation ... at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, Switzerland 
from 12-17 September 1975."

PROPHETIC VOCATION

"Jewish-Christianity" is a contested category in current research. But for precisely this reason, it may 
offer a powerful lens through which to rethink the history of Jewish/Christian relations. Traditionally, 
Jewish-Christianity has been studied as part of the origins and early diversity of Christianity. Collecting 
revised versions of previously published articles together with new materials, Annette Yoshiko Reed 
reconsiders Jewish-Christianity in the context of Late Antiquity and in conversation with Jewish studies. 
She brings further attention to understudied texts and traditions from Late Antiquity that do not fit 
neatly into present day notions of Christianity as distinct from Judaism. In the process, she uses these 
materials to probe the power and limits of our modern assumptions about religion and identity.

Jewish-Christianity and the History of Judaism



This collection of essays by a group of well-known international scholars deals with the complex and 
fluid ways in which biblical traditions are transmitted in a variety of contexts focusing especially on the 
versions, the pseudepigrapha and Qumran, and early Christian literature.

Biblical Traditions in Transmission

This book reports the results of the first ever multidisciplinary scientific conference dealing with the Star 
of Bethlehem, presenting the views of renowned specialists in astronomy, the ancient near-eastern and 
Greco-Roman worlds, and the history of science and religion.

The Star of Bethlehem and the Magi

In this work, Jackson Lashier provides a fresh reading of Irenaeus' understanding of God, in dialogue 
with his opponents and sources, revealing a more developed Trinitarian theology than is commonly 
accorded the second century in general and Irenaeus in particular.

Contra Iudaeos

North American study of the Christian Apocrypha is known principally for its interest in using non-
canonical texts to reconstruct the life and teachings of Jesus, and for its support of Walter Bauer's 
theory on the development of early Christianity. The papers in this volume, presented in September 
2013 at York University in Toronto, challenge that simplistic assessment by demonstrating that U.S. and 
Canadian scholarship on the Christian Apocrypha is rich and diverse. The topics covered in the papers 
include new developments in the study of canon formation, the interplay of Christian Apocrypha and 
texts from the Nag Hammadi library, digital humanities resources for reconstructing apocryphal texts, 
and the value of studying late-antique apocrypha. Among the highlights of the collection are papers 
from a panel by three celebrated New Testament scholars reassessing the significance of the Christian 
Apocrypha for the study of the historical Jesus. Forbidden Texts on the Western Frontier demonstrates 
the depth and breadth of Christian Apocrypha studies in North America and offers a glimpse at the 
achievements that lie ahead in the field.

Irenaeus on the Trinity

Forbidden Texts on the Western Frontier
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