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This paper delves into the intricate subject of euthanasia, exploring its historical context, legal frame-
works across different jurisdictions, and the profound ethical debates it generates. It critically examines 
arguments for and against, alongside the psychological and societal impacts, offering a comprehensive 
overview of this controversial end-of-life decision.
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The Euthanasia Debate

Polemic Paper from the year 2017 in the subject Medicine - Medical Frontiers and Special Areas, 
grade: 1, Egerton University, language: English, abstract: Euthanasia is seemingly raising numerous 
agonizing ethical dilemmas. Therefore, this research paper will critically analyze the ethical aspects 
of euthanasia. Euthanasia refers to the termination of a terminally ill patient’s life. It is executed at 
an individual’s consent especially when someone is suffering from an incurable health condition. In 
addition, the decision to terminate a patient’s life can also be made by the patient’s relatives, the court 
of law or medical practitioners. However, it is worth noting that the decision by the relatives, the court 
or the medics is only reached at if the patient is critically ill, such that he or she cannot think or reason. 
Euthanasia is commonly known as mercy killing or assisted suicide because all the suicide procedures 
are designed in such a way that, the patient’s dignity is not degraded or compromised. The Greeks 
termed it as euthanatos which simply meant easy death. Some individuals who are not terminally ill can 
sign consent for their lives to be terminated through euthanasia because of ethical reasons especially 
with matters related to human dignity, but this happens on rare occasions. However, euthanasia has 
aroused unprecedented debate in the society because it involves several considerations; the most 
significant one’s being practical, religious and ethical issues. Moreover, this practice seems to be 
somehow challenging to the health professionals, since it is not in alignment with the medical ethics nor 
legal framework. Euthanasia is illegal in the United Kingdom: thus, it is considered illegal. Therefore, 
approaches towards euthanasia require caution, since it can lead to legal repercusions. For instance, 
voluntary euthanasia is considered as a crime in the United Kingdom, which is punishable by law. Any 
individual who deliberately executes euthanasia is subjected to serve a jail term.

Euthanasia

This important book includes a compelling selection of original essays on euthanasia and associated 
legislative and health care issues, together with important background material for understanding and 
assessing the arguments of these essays. The book explores a central strand in the debate over 
medically assisted death, the so called "slippery slope" argument. The focus of the book is on one 
particularly important aspect of the downward slope of this argument: hastening the death of those 
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individuals who appear to be suffering greatly from their medical condition but are unable to request 
that we do anything about that suffering because of their diminished mental capacities. Slippery slope 
concerns have been raised in many countries, including Britain, the Netherlands, Canada, and the 
United States. This book concentrates most of its attention on the latter two countries. Stingl divides 
the book into four parts. Part I lays out the relevant public policies in the form of legal judgments, 
making them the philosophical point of departure for readers. Part II discusses the ever-present slippery 
slope objection to assisted suicide and other forms of euthanasia. Parts III and IV examine the role 
of social factors and political structures in determining the morality and legalization of voluntary and 
non-voluntary euthanasia. These sections are especially valuable. The inclusion of a selection of papers 
on the relationship between the morality and legality of euthanasia and systems of health care delivery 
is of particular interest, especially to those who want to make statistical, legal and moral comparisons 
between the USA and Canada.

The Price of Compassion

Dan Brock explores the moral issues raised by new ideals of shared decision making between 
physicians and patients.

Euthanasia. Reprinted from Essays by Members of the Birmingham Speculative Club

In nine lively essays, bioethicist J. David Velleman challenges the prevailing consensus about assisted 
suicide and reproductive technology, articulating an original approach to the ethics of creating and 
ending human lives. He argues that assistance in dying is appropriate only at the point where talk 
of suicide is not, and he raises moral objections to anonymous donor conception. In their place, 
Velleman champions a morality of valuing personhood over happiness in making end-of-life decisions, 
and respecting the personhood of future children in making decisions about procreation. These 
controversial views are defended with philosophical rigor while remaining accessible to the general 
reader. Written over Velleman's 30 years of undergraduate teaching in bioethics, the essays have never 
before been collected and made available to a non-academic audience. They will open new lines of 
debate on issues of intense public interest.

Life and Death

The Bill was published as HLB 4 session 2004-05 (ISBN 0108418839).

Beyond Price

In this book, controversial topics such as the morality of abortion, withdrawing treatment from hand-
icapped newborns, the role of ethics committees, diagnosing death, withdrawing food and fluids and 
giving lethal injections are discussed. It proposes model legislation to prevent abuse and neglect of 
the medically vulnerable and dependent, and in a piercing and insightful manner, Fr. Barry critically 
evaluates many contemporary views on these topics, arguing forcefully for a reappraisal of many 
popular views on these topics.

How Should Australia Regulate Voluntary Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide?

Edited by Thomas A. Shannon, this series provides anthologies of critical essays and reflections by 
leading ethicists in four pivotal areas: reproductive technologies, genetic technologies, death and dying, 
and health care policy. The goal of this series is twofold: first, to provide a set of readers on thematic 
topics for introductory or survey courses in bioethics or for courses with a particular theme or time 
limitation. Second, each of the readers in this series is designed to help students focus more thoroughly 
and effectively on specific topics that flesh out the ethical issues at the core of bioethics. The series is 
also highly accessible to general readers interested in bioethics.

Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill

The Dutch experience with euthanasia is valuable for all cultures embroiled in debates about its morality. 
In the Netherlands, doctors can openly and intentionally end the life of their patients. This practice 
inescapably influences the practice of medicine everywhere in the world. Yet for a country yielding 
so much power in shaping our thoughts and policies, it is especially dangerous to neglect its own 
struggles with euthanasia. The arguments, laws, and policy adjustments should not be overlooked 
or misunderstood. Without an adequate portrait of the internal Dutch debate, including public and 



professional arguments as well as intensely personal stories - as set forth in Asking to Die - the valuable 
lessons from the Netherlands will be lost for other countries. This book therefore differs from other 
published books on euthanasia in that it addresses the debate, as it is currently formulated, among 
Dutch physicians, policy-makers, academics, lawyers, and bioethicists, as well as families, and it does 
so using academic papers as well as personal experiences.

Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill (HL)

Euthanasia is highly controversial. Is it a crime or an ultimate form of care? Can one person help another 
to die? And what about palliative care? What criteria should govern decisions to terminate or prolong 
life? Does euthanasia violate the European Convention on Human Rights? This publication contains 
13 essays by various authors, looking at euthanasia from the point of view of ethics, and of religion 
(Buddhism, Catholicism, etc.).

Medical Ethics

In nine lively essays, bioethicist J. David Velleman challenges the prevailing consensus about assisted 
suicide and reproductive technology, articulating an original approach to the ethics of creating and 
ending human lives. He argues that assistance in dying is appropriate only at the point where talk 
of suicide is not, and he raises moral objections to anonymous donor conception. In their place, 
Velleman champions a morality of valuing personhood over happiness in making end-of-life decisions, 
and respecting the personhood of future children in making decisions about procreation. These 
controversial views are defended with philosophical rigor while remaining accessible to the general 
reader. Written over Velleman's 30 years of undergraduate teaching in bioethics, the essays have never 
before been collected and made available to a non-academic audience. They will open new lines of 
debate on issues of intense public interest.

Death and Dying

Document from the year 2018 in the subject Medicine - Medical Frontiers and Special Areas, grade: 
1, Egerton University, language: English, abstract: Euthanasia is commonly known as mercy killing 
or assisted suicide because the involved procedures are designed in such a way that, the patient’s 
dignity is not degraded or compromised. Euthanasia has aroused unprecedented debate in the society 
because it involves several considerations; the most significant one’s being practical, religious and 
ethical issues. Moreover, this practice seems to be somehow challenging to the health professionals, 
since it is not in alignment with the medical ethics nor legal framework. Euthanasia is illegal in the United 
Kingdom: thus, it is considered illegal. Therefore, approaches towards euthanasia require caution, since 
it can lead to imprisonment (Nicholson, 2000). For instance, voluntary euthanasia is considered as a 
crime in the United Kingdom, which is punishable by law. Any individual who deliberately executes 
euthanasia is subjected to serve a jail term. Therefore, this research paper will give an overview of 
euthanasia. Euthanasia has evoked unprecedented controversy in the society.

Asking to Die: Inside the Dutch Debate about Euthanasia

Academic Paper from the year 2019 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic: Public 
International Law and Human Rights, grade: B, University of Catania (Department of Political and Social 
Sciences), language: English, abstract: Humans are free by nature. They enjoy right to self-preservation 
given the notion that humans themselves are the owners of their lives. This ownership of life bestows 
the right to make decisions on individual life solely on the owner of life; that is, the right to life and the 
right to die. As a result, individuals make decisions on whether their lives worth continuous existence 
or not on the basis of their encounter with the challenges of life, society, and health. To many, pains, 
agonies, indignities, and poor health vitiate good life. Therefore, continuous existence in such a situation 
debases the quality of being humans, according to many people. As a result, euthanasia and/or 
suicide are at the top of the decision ladder of such people in the above category. The question of 
whether or not individuals have right to end their lives by themselves or through another is subjected 
to moral, philosophical, and societal debates with different literature, policymakers, and professionals 
questioning the rationale behind the decision to end one’s life by oneself or through the help of another 
person. This paper aims at expanding the debate by asking whether ownership of life leads to the right 
to die.

Euthanasia: Ethical and human aspects



Whether euthanasia or assisted suicide should be legalized is one of the most pressing and profound 
questions facing legislators, health care professionals, their patients, and all members of society. 
Regrettably, the debate is too often characterized by rhetoric rather than reason. This book aims to 
inform the debate by acquainting anyone interested in this vital question with some of the major ethical, 
legal, clinical and theological issues involved. The essays it contains are authoritative in that they have 
been commissioned from some of the world's leading experts, balanced in that they reflect divergent 
viewpoints (including a vigorous debate between two eminent philosophers), and readable in that they 
should be readily understood by the general reader.

Beyond Price

Assisted Suicide is extremely controversial no matter from which perspective you look at it. It is illegal in 
most countries and that is why the law is given high priority in all chapters. A whole chapter is dedicated 
to its legal perspective alone. This book not only views it legally but all dimensions – economic, moral, 
philosophical and biological; are vividly explained. Dear readers can easily engross themselves in 
whichever genre they are interested in. But frankly speaking, no matter which dimension we took up; it 
was categorically proved with explicit logic that active euthanasia is not good for society. You can read 
for yourselves and find that you will also be convinced from all angles. A fantastic scope of research 
is also proposed that combines meta-physics with the latest biotech advances. If anyone can pursue 
that; it can become a groundbreaking finding for the entire humanity. All are welcome in this journey 
called ‘Doctrine of Death’.

The Age-old Practice of Euthanasia

Seminar paper from the year 2014 in the subject Communications - Mass Media, grade: 88%, 
Communication University of China (Institute of Communication Stuides), course: International Com-
munication, language: English, abstract: For many people, it is of paramount importance that life is 
preserved in every sense of the word. But for terminally ill patients, life seems hopeless to the point 
where death becomes their only way out of suffering and excruciating pain. This paper identifies two 
terminally ill patients’ cases and their pursuit to fight for their right-to-die. To identify their cases, this 
paper examines literature on physician assisted suicide and active euthanasia coupled with the news 
articles. This examination indicates that there are vast distinctions between the two methods terminally 
patients can use to die. These methods, arguments for and against, and the media representation of 
both patients’ cases are the central platforms of this paper. I hypothesized that the media portrayal of 
terminally ill patients’ right to physician assisted suicide or voluntary active euthanasia is positive and 
this portrayal is geared towards support for those patients’ right-to-die. This hypothesis hinges on media 
articles on Brittany Maynard and Grace Sung Eun Lee cases as portrayed in online news sources.

Euthanasia and Suicide. Does Ownership of Life Lead to Right to Die? Still on the debate

THE FREEHOF INSTITUTE OF PROGRESSIVE HALAKHAH The Freehof Institute of Progressive 
Halakhah is a creative research center devoted to studying and defining the progressive character of 
the halakhah in accordance with the principles and theology of Reform Judaism. It seeks to establish the 
ideological basis of Progressive halakhah, and its application to daily life. The Institute fosters serious 
studies, and helps scholars in various portions of the world to work together for a common cause. 
It provides an ongoing forum through symposia, and publications including the quarterly newsletter, 
HalakhaH, published under the editorship of Walter Jacob, in the United States. The foremost halakhic 
scholars in the Reform, Liberal, and Progressive rabbinate along with some Conservative and Orthodox 
colleagues as well as university professors serve on our Academic Council. This collection on Essays 
is the product of the fourth symposium held in Montreal during June 1993.

Euthanasia Examined

Essays and articles by physicians, law enforcement officials, professors, and others present various 
opinions on doctor-assisted suicide and euthanasia.

Assisted Suicide

This open access book has been written by ten Belgian health care professionals, nurses, university 
professors and doctors specializing in palliative care and ethicists who, together, raise questions 
concerning the practice of euthanasia. They share their experiences and reflections born out of their 



confrontation with requests for euthanasia and end-of-life support in a country where euthanasia has 
been decriminalized since 2002 and is now becoming a trivial topic.Far from evoking any militancy, 
these stories of life and death present the other side of a reality needs to be evaluated more 
rigorously.Featuring multidisciplinary perspectives, this though-provoking and original book is intended 
not only for caregivers but also for anyone who questions the meaning of death and suffering, as well 
as the impact of a law passed in 2002. Presenting real-world cases and experiences, it highlights the 
complexity of situations and the consequences of the euthanasia law.This book appeals to palliative 
care providers, hematologists, oncologists, psychiatrists, nurses and health professionals as well 
as researchers, academics, policy-makers, and social scientists working in health care. It is also a 
unique resource for those in countries where the decriminalization of euthanasia is being considered. 
Sometimes shocking, it focuses on facts and lived experiences to challenge readers and offer insights 
into euthanasia in Belgium.

Euthanasia - A Doctrine of Death

Learning the fundamental principles of essay writing is becoming an ever more important skill for 
students. In 2005 the SAT gave its stamp to this initiative by adding an essay requirement to the popular 
college entrance exam. Each book in Greenhaven Press's Writing the Critical Essay: An Opposing 
Viewpoints Guide includes everything necessary to help students research, outline, draft, edit, and 
ultimately write successful essays across the curriculum.

Media Portrayal of Terminally Ill Patients' Right to Die

Engagingly written by one of the foremost experts on issues involving death and dying, this book offers 
insight into the controversial and often difficult topics of withdrawing and withholding care, euthanasia, 
and suicide. An extensive introduction identifies the principal ethical issues, and the book explores such 
dilemmas as rationing health care for the elderly, whether there is a "duty to die\

Death and Euthanasia in Jewish Law

The principle of the sanctity of life is key to the law governing medical practice and professional medical 
ethics. It is also widely misunderstood. This book clarifies the principle and considers how it influences 
the law governing abortion; 'test-tube' babies; euthanasia; feeding patients in persistent vegetative 
states; and palliative treatment.

Study Paper on Assisted Suicide, Euthanasia, and Foregoing Treatment

What does pleasure have to do with morality? What role, if any, should intuition have in the formation of 
moral theory? If something is ‘simulated’, can it be immoral? This accessible and wide-ranging textbook 
explores these questions and many more. Key ideas in the fields of normative ethics, metaethics and 
applied ethics are explained rigorously and systematically, with a vivid writing style that enlivens the 
topics with energy and wit. Individual theories are discussed in detail in the first part of the book, 
before these positions are applied to a wide range of contemporary situations including business ethics, 
sexual ethics, and the acceptability of eating animals. A wealth of real-life examples, set out with depth 
and care, illuminate the complexities of different ethical approaches while conveying their modern-day 
relevance. This concise and highly engaging resource is tailored to the Ethics components of AQA 
Philosophy and OCR Religious Studies, with a clear and practical layout that includes end-of-chapter 
summaries, key terms, and common mistakes to avoid. It should also be of practical use for those 
teaching Philosophy as part of the International Baccalaureate. Ethics for A-Level is of particular value 
to students and teachers, but Fisher and Dimmock’s precise and scholarly approach will appeal to 
anyone seeking a rigorous and lively introduction to the challenging subject of ethics. Tailored to the 
Ethics components of AQA Philosophy and OCR Religious Studies.

Doctor Assisted Suicide

In nine lively essays, bioethicist J. David Velleman challenges the prevailing consensus about assisted 
suicide and reproductive technology, articulating an original approach to the ethics of creating and 
ending human lives. He argues that assistance in dying is appropriate only at the point where talk 
of suicide is not, and he raises moral objections to anonymous donor conception. In their place, 
Velleman champions a morality of valuing personhood over happiness in making end-of-life decisions, 
and respecting the personhood of future children in making decisions about procreation. These 



controversial views are defended with philosophical rigor while remaining accessible to the general 
reader. Written over Velleman's 30 years of undergraduate teaching in bioethics, the essays have never 
before been collected and made available to a non-academic audience. They will open new lines of 
debate on issues of intense public interest.

Euthanasia: Searching for the Full Story

In most Council of Europe member states, active euthanasia is illegal, as is assisting suicide. Now that 
two countries, the Netherlands followed by Belgium, have decided to amend their legislation to enable 
doctors to bring a person's life to an end and if certain conditions are fulfilled, questions are being 
asked in other European countries about the advisability of making such acts lawful. Today, the subject 
gives rise to lively debate both in professional circles and among members of the public. After a first 
volume which analysed the various ethical and human aspects of the euthanasia deba.

Euthanasia

Medicine and health care generate many bioethical problems and dilemmas that are of great academic, 
professional and public interest. This comprehensive resource is designed as a succinct yet authorita-
tive text and reference for clinicians, bioethicists, and advanced students seeking a better understand-
ing of ethics problems in the clinical setting. Each chapter illustrates an ethical problem that might 
be encountered in everyday practice; defines the concepts at issue; examines their implications from 
the perspectives of ethics, law and policy; and then provides a practical resolution. There are 10 key 
sections presenting the most vital topics and clinically relevant areas of modern bioethics. International, 
interdisciplinary authorship and cross-cultural orientation ensure suitability for a worldwide audience. 
This book will assist all clinicians in making well-reasoned and defensible decisions by developing their 
awareness of ethical considerations and teaching the analytical skills to deal with them effectively.

The Least Worst Death

"Argues that people who promote the legalization of euthanasia ignore the vast ethical, legal and social 
differences between euthanasia and natural death. Permitting euthanasia, Somerville demonstrates, 
would cause irreparable harm to respect for human life and society." --Cover.

The Law and Ethics of Medicine

The Bill was published as HLB 4, session 2004-05 (ISBN 01084188390). This volume contains a 
selection of the 14,000 personal letters and other submissions received by the Committee with regards 
to their inquiry into the Bill.

Ethics for A-Level

Belgium and the Netherlands - the Low Countries - are the first countries in the world to have legalized 
euthanasia. Physicians who terminate life at the patient's request no longer have to fear criminal 
prosecution. However, end-of-life legislation in the Low Countries has provoked diverse responses and 
sparked vigorous and divisive ethical debate. For some, the new legislation has become a shining 
example; for others it is a lamentable materialization of a culture of death. Euthanasia and Palliative 
Care in the Low Countries provides an overview and comparison of the legal specifics of the Belgian 
and Dutch Euthanasia Acts, a discussion of palliative care initiatives and an ethical examination of 
the new legislation. In addition, the book provides an in-depth analysis of the arguments used in the 
end-of-life debate and a critical examination of the positions taken by the churches. The book concludes 
with an overview of how Christian health-care institutions accommodate to this new legal situation.

Beyond Price

Essay from the year 2010 in the subject Law - Philosophy, History and Sociology of Law, grade: 
80, University of Westminster (Commercial Law), course: Level 4, language: English, abstract: The 
terms meaning the killing of human beings, for their own good or that of others, have changed out 
of all recognition since the ancient Greeks coined the term “eu thanatos” meaning “a good death.” 
Euthanasia, which is generally defined as the purposeful killing of a person for their benefit, provokes 
a number of moral, legal and religious questions. The questions and the contradictory arguments that 
arise largely depend on the types of euthanasia: active and passive. Ambiguous difference between 
active and passive euthanasia requires analytical consideration. The conventional doctrine is that 



there is such an important moral and religious difference between the two that, although the latter is 
sometimes permissible, the former is always forbidden. The overall purpose of this paper is to have an 
in depth look into the religious norms, legal regulations and moral principles concerning the issue of 
euthanasia and in the example of euthanasia find the one that suits society, the one that does not leave 
aside the people that are vulnerable to any kind of changes and the one that eliminates opportunities 
for abuse of power by officials, religious leaders and doctors. [...]

Mass Murder of People with Disabilities and the Holocaust

In this book, a global panel of experts considers the international implications of legalised euthanasia 
based on experiences from Belgium.

Euthanasia: National and European perspectives

The Cambridge Textbook of Bioethics
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