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Explore the performance and operations of the German Army on the Eastern Front during the critical 
years of 1943-1945 in World War 2.  This covers key battles, strategies, and challenges faced by the 
Wehrmacht in their struggle against the Soviet Union, highlighting the brutal conditions and shifting 
tides of the war on the Eastern Front.
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The German Army, 1939-45 (4)

In early 1943, the annihilation of the 6th Army at Stalingrad marked the irreversible turning-point of 
World War II (1939-1945) in the East. Despite occasional local successes gained in the face of great 
odds – testimony to the Wehrmacht's extraordinary resilience – from now on Germany was on the 
defensive. Despite Hitler's damaging interference the quality of German field leadership, and of new 
weapons, remained high; but each new Soviet offensive pushed the front line closer to – and finally, 
across – the borders of the Reich. In this fourth title of their sequence author and artist describe and 
illustrate the developments in unit organization, uniforms and equipment during 1943–45, including 
information on European and Eastern volunteer units; text and illustrations are supported by detailed 
tables.

The German Army 1939–45 (4)

This book covers the high command, the developments in unit organisation, the campaigns and the 
uniforms and equipment of the German Army in the last two years of the war in North-West Europe and 
Italy. Despite the huge pressure of fighting on three fronts, ever-worsening shortages of manpower and 
equipment, and Allied command of the skies, Germany's decimated divisions fought on with impressive 
skill and determination. This period also saw a fascinating mixture of obsolescent, newly designed, and 
field-made combat clothing which gave the German soldier a radically different appearance from his 
predecessor of just five years before. Men-at-Arms 311, 316, 326, 330 and 336 are also available in a 
single volume special edition titled 'German Army in World War II'.

The German Army 1939–45 (5)

Operation Barbarossa, the attack on the Soviet Union, commenced on 22 June 1941. It became the 
biggest conflict in military history, with some three million German troops and about 900,000 allies 
facing almost 4.7 million Soviet troops. The effects would colour postwar European history for the next 
50 years. This title examines the history of the conflict, and the organisation, uniforms and insignia of the 
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German Army on the Eastern Front during World War II, from 1941-43. The book contains numerous 
illustrations and photographs throughout, incuding eight fine full-page colour plates by Stephen Andrew.

The German Army 1939–45 (3)

Hitler first considered an invasion of Great Britain in autumn 1940, then scheduled Operation Bar-
barossa, the conquest of the European part of the Soviet Union, for May 1941. Anxious to emulate 
Hitler's successes, the Italian dictator Mussolini embarked upon unnecessary military adventures in 
North Africa and the Balkans, which forced Hitler's intervention, diverting and depleting precious 
German resources, and a six-week postponement of Barbarossa. In this second of four volumes 
[Men-at-Arms 311, 316, 326 & 330] on the German Army of the Second World War, Nigel Thomas 
examines the uniforms and insignia of the forces involved in North Africa and the Balkans. Men-at-Arms 
311, 316, 326, 330 and 336 are also available in a single volume special edition titled 'German Army 
in World War II'.

The German Army 1939–45 (2)

Operation Barbarossa, the attack on the Soviet Union, commenced on 22 June 1941. It became the 
biggest conflict in military history, with some three million German troops and about 900,000 allies 
facing almost 4.7 million Soviet troops. The effects would colour postwar European history for the next 
50 years. This title examines the history of the conflict, and the organisation, uniforms and insignia of 
the German Army on the Eastern Front from 1941-43. The book contains numerous illustrations and 
photographs throughout, incuding eight fine full-page colour plates by Stephen Andrew. Men-at-Arms 
311, 316, 326, 330 and 336 are also available in a single volume special edition titled 'German Army 
in World War II'.

The German Army 1939–45 (3)

On 1 September 1939, when Germany attacked Poland, the Wehrmacht numbered 3,180,000 men. It 
eventually expanded to 9,500,000, and on 8-9 May 1945, the date of its unconditional surrender on 
the Western and Eastern Fronts, it still numbered 7,800,000. The Blitzkrieg period, from 1 September 
1939 to 25 June 1940, was 10 months of almost total triumph for the Wehrmacht, as it defeated every 
country, except Great Britain, that took the field against it. In this first of five volumes examining the 
German Army of World War Two, Nigel Thomas examines the uniforms and insignia of Hitler's Blitzkrieg 
forces, including an overview of the Blitzkrieg campaign itself. Men-at-Arms 311, 316, 326, 330 and 
336 are also available in a single volume special edition titled 'German Army in World War II'.

The German Army 1939–45 (1)

In World War II a number of German Army units and divisions were classed as élites, and were 
distinguished by special insignia of various kinds. For some this status was simply a matter of lineage 
e.g. the Infantry Regiment 'List', which traced its identity to the Bavarian unit with which Hitler had 
served in World War I. Some, like the 'Grossdeutschland' and Panzer-Lehr divisions, were raised from 
particularly high grade personnel. Other titles honoured extraordinary battlefield exploits or heroic 
sacrifice, like the 'Brandenburg' and 'Hoch und Deutschmeister' divisions. This fact-packed introduction 
to these famous units is illustrated with rare photographs and detailed colour plates.

The German Army 1939 - 45

Fighting in every theatre from the burning sands of North Africa to the icy wastes above the arctic 
circle the German Army's Gebirgstruppen troops were some of the most effective in the whole of the 
Wehrmacht. Their esprit de corps and morale were extremely high and their commanders, men such 
as Eduard Dietl, the 'Hero of Narvik', and Julius 'Papa' Ringel, were idolised by their men. Dietl himself 
was the first soldier of the Wehrmacht to be awarded the coveted Oakleaves to the Knights Cross of 
the Iron Cross. In this book Gordon Williamson details the uniforms, organisation and combat histories 
of these elite troops.

German Army Elite Units 1939–45

A pictorial history of the German Army retreating west from the Soviet Army in the final stages of 
World War II. After the defeat at Stalingrad in January 1943, the German Army’s front lines were 
slowly smashed to pieces by the growing might of the Soviet Army. Yet these soldiers continued to 



fight. Even after the failed battle of the Kursk in the summer of 1943, and then a year later when 
the Russians launched their mighty summer offensive, code names Operation Bagration, the German 
Army continued to fight on, withdrawing under constant enemy ground and air bombardments. As the 
final months of retreat were played out on the Eastern Front in early 1945, it depicts how the once 
vaunted German Army, with diminishing resources, withdrew back across the Polish/German frontier 
to Berlin itself.

German Mountain & Ski Troops 1939–45

Airborne operations have often been called a vertical envelopment, and therein lies one of the best 
descriptions of their value. The essence of an envelopment is to pin the enemy in place so that it can be 
destroyed. A strong enemy force to one's rear disrupts supplies and communications and makes one 
more vulnerable to an attack from the front. It also has a major psychological impact. To an aggressor 
the value of airborne troops, used properly, far outweighs their numerical strength. Bruce Quarrie's 
engaging text tells the story of the German airborne troops of the Second World War.

German Army on the Eastern Front: The Retreat, 1943–1945

“Remarkable personal journals . . revealing the combat experience of the German-Russian War as 
seldom seen before . . . a harrowing yet poignant story” (Military Times). Hans Roth was a member of 
the anti-tank panzerjager battalion, 299th Infantry Division, attached to the Sixth Army, as the invasion 
of Russia began. As events transpired, he recorded the tension as the Germans deployed on the Soviet 
frontier in June 1941. Then, a firestorm broke loose as the Wehrmacht tore across the front, forging 
into the primitive vastness of the East. During the Kiev encirclement, Roth’s unit was under constant 
attack as the Soviets desperately tried to break through the German ring. At one point, after the enemy 
had finally been beaten, a friend serving with the SS led him to a site—possibly Babi Yar—where 
he witnessed civilians being massacred. After suffering through a brutal winter against apparently 
endless Russian reserves, his division went on the offensive again when the Germans drove toward 
Stalingrad. In these journals, attacks and counterattacks are described in you-are-there detail. Roth 
wrote privately, as if to keep himself sane, knowing his honest accounts of the horrors in the East 
could never pass Wehrmacht censors. When the Soviet counteroffensive of winter 1942 begins, his 
unit is stationed alongside the Italian 8th Army, and his observations of its collapse, as opposed to the 
reaction of the German troops sent to stiffen its front, are of special fascination. Roth’s three journals 
were discovered many years after his disappearance, tucked away in the home of his brother. After 
his brother’s death, his family discovered them and sent them to Rosel, Roth’s wife. In time, Rosel 
handed down the journals to Erika, Roth’s only daughter, who had emigrated to America. Roth was 
likely working on a fourth journal before he was reported missing in action in July 1944. Although his 
ultimate fate remains unknown, what he did leave behind, now finally revealed, is an incredible firsthand 
account of the horrific war the Germans waged in Russia.

German Airborne Troops 1939–45

Hermann Göring raised the Luftwaffe Field Divisions [LwFD] during 1942, when Nazi Germany was 
still making spectacular gains but was first feeling the pinch of its losses on the Eastern Front. The 
Reichsmarschall decided to raise his own divisions for ground service under the command of Luftwaffe 
officers. On 17 September 1942, Göring called for volunteers from throughout the Luftwaffe for combat 
duty in the East. Even before that date, however, some Luftwaffe troops were heavily engaged against 
the enemy in Russia in a ground role. Kevin Conley Ruffner's engaging text tells the fascinating story 
of the LwFD.

Eastern Inferno

The field equipment of the German Army in World War II was closely related to that used throughout 
World War I and earlier, yet it was of relatively light weight, ruggedly constructed, well designed, 
functional, and generally of a high quality, though this deteriorated in the later war years. A high 
degree of design standardisation was maintained in most categories of equipment, though materials 
and their colours often varied widely. There were also many different specialisations for the various 
arms of service as well as theatres of combat, such as the Afrikakorps in the Western Desert. This title 
investigates all manner of German combat equipments throughout World War II, from belt buckles to 
magazine pouches.



Luftwaffe Field Divisions 1941–45

This book looks at the uniforms worn by the foreign volunteers integrated into the German forces during 
the Second World War, between the years of 1941 and 1945.

German Combat Equipments 1939–45

This paper is a case study in the wartime evolution of tactical doctrine. Besides providing a summary of 
German Infantry tactics of the First World War, this study offers insight into the crucial role of leadership 
in facilitating doctrinal change during battle. It reminds us that success in war demands extensive 
and vigorous training calculated to insure that field commanders understand and apply sound tactical 
principles as guidelines for action and not as a substitute for good judgment. It points out the need for 
a timely effort in collecting and evaluating doctrinal lessons from battlefield experience. --Abstract.

Foreign Volunteers of the Wehrmacht 1941–45

On June 22, 1941, Germany launched the greatest land assault in history on the Soviet Union, an 
attack that Adolf Hitler deemed crucial to ensure German economic and political survival. As the 
key theater of the war for the Germans, the eastern front consumed enormous levels of resources 
and accounted for 75 percent of all German casualties. Despite the significance of this campaign to 
Germany and to the war as a whole, few English-language publications of the last thirty-five years have 
addressed these pivotal events. In Ostkrieg: Hitler's War of Extermination in the East, Stephen G. Fritz 
bridges the gap in scholarship by incorporating historical research from the last several decades into 
an accessible, comprehensive, and coherent narrative. His analysis of the Russo-German War from a 
German perspective covers all aspects of the eastern front, demonstrating the interrelation of military 
events, economic policy, resource exploitation, and racial policy that first motivated the invasion. This 
in-depth account challenges accepted notions about World War II and promotes greater understanding 
of a topic that has been neglected by historians.

The Dynamics of Doctrine

After the defeat at Stalingrad in January 1943, the German Army's front lines were slowly smashed to 
pieces by the growing might of the Soviet Army. Yet these soldiers continued to fight gallantly. Even after 
the failed battle of the Kursk in the summer of 1943, and then a year later when the Russians launched 
their mighty summer offensive, code names Operation BAGRATION, the German Army continued to 
fight on, withdrawing under constant enemy ground and air bombardments. As the final months of 
retreat were played out on the Eastern Front in early 1945, it depicts how the once vaunted German 
Army, with diminishing resources, withdrew back across the Polish/German frontier to Berlin itself.

Ostkrieg

Lucas details the experiences of the average German soldier from their perspective. This book gives 
a vivid account of the entire campaign.

German Army on the Eastern Front, the Retreat 1943-1945

Based largely upon unpublished sources, Omer Bartov's study looks closely at the background of the 
German army on the Eastern Front during the Second World War. He describes the physical hardship, 
the discipline and morale at the front, and analyses the social, educational and political background 
of the junior officers who formed the backbone of the German army. Only with these factors in mind - 
together with the knowledge of the extent of National Socialist indoctrination - can we begin to explain 
the criminal activities of the German army in Russia and the extent of involvement of the army in the 
execution of Hitler's brutal policies.

War on the Eastern Front

[Includes 23 maps and 31 illustrations] This volume describes two campaigns that the Germans 
conducted in their Northern Theater of Operations. The first they launched, on 9 April 1940, against 
Denmark and Norway. The second they conducted out of Finland in partnership with the Finns against 
the Soviet Union. The latter campaign began on 22 June 1941 and ended in the winter of 1944-45 
after the Finnish Government had sued for peace. The scene of these campaigns by the end of 1941 
stretched from the North Sea to the Arctic Ocean and from Bergen on the west coast of Norway, to 



Petrozavodsk, the former capital of the Karelo-Finnish Soviet Socialist Republic. It faced east into the 
Soviet Union on a 700-mile-long front, and west on a 1,300-mile sea frontier. Hitler regarded this theater 
as the keystone of his empire, and, after 1941, maintained in it two armies totaling over a half million 
men. In spite of its vast area and the effort and worry which Hitler lavished on it, the Northern Theater 
throughout most of the war constituted something of a military backwater. The major operations which 
took place in the theater were overshadowed by events on other fronts, and public attention focused on 
the theaters in which the strategically decisive operations were expected to take place. Remoteness, 
German security measures, and the Russians’ well-known penchant for secrecy combined to keep 
information concerning the Northern Theater down to a mere trickle, much of that inaccurate. Since 
the war, through official and private publications, a great deal more has become known. The present 
volume is based in the main on the greatest remaining source of unexploited information, the captured 
German military and naval records. In addition a number of the participants on the German side have 
very generously contributed from their personal knowledge and experience.

The Eastern Front, 1941–45, German Troops and the Barbarisation of Warfare

On April 6th, the German 2nd and 12th Armies, Italian 2nd and 9th Armies, and the Hungarian 4th, 5th 
and Mobile Corps invaded Yugoslavia from Italy, Germany, Romania, Bulgaria and Albania. Few of the 
Royal Yugoslav Army's 30 divisions actively resisted, and after 11 days the Yugoslav High Command 
surrendered. In Croatia, a puppet state was installed. Axis forces quickly occupied the principal towns 
and patrolled the main road and rail links, but in the villages, countryside and mountains, a vicious 
and complex guerrilla war was brewing. This title takes a close look at the German, Italian, Croatian, 
Serbian, Montenegrin, Bulgarian, Macedonian, and Slovenian units that fought for the Axis powers in 
Yugoslavia during World War II.

German Northern Theater of Operations 1940-1945 [Illustrated Edition]

The Luftwaffe, honed in the Spanish Civil War, played a vital part in Germany's 'Blitzkrieg' victories in 
1939-41. Badly overstretched by war on three fronts in 1942-44, it was crippled by an incompetent 
commander-in-chief, the losses among experienced aircrew, and shortage of fuel. In 1944-45 it faced 
a final battle of attrition in skies ruled by the Allies as the Eastern and Western pincers closed on the 
Reich; but until the very end the dwindling band of veteran pilots among them the greatest 'aces' the 
world has ever known presented a potent threat. This fact-packed review of Luftwaffe uniforms and 
flying kit is illustrated with rare personal photos, insignia charts, and two dozen meticulously detailed 
colour figures.

Standing Fast

The French Army of 1939 was considered by contemporaries to be the strongest army in the world 
at that time. In fact, as the events of the next ten months soon revealed, the Army was riddled with 
fatal weaknesses. In this book, the first of two volumes examining the French Army of World War II 
(1939-1945), Ian Sumner and François Vauvillier examine the organisation, uniforms and equipment 
of the army of 1939-40 and Vichy France. It includes orders of battle and formation charts as well as 
many illustration and colour uniform artworks.

Axis Forces in Yugoslavia 1941–45

In the years after World War I, the defeated and much-reduced German Army developed new clothing 
and personal equipment that drew upon the lessons learned in the trenches. In place of the wide 
variety of uniforms and insignia that had been worn by the Imperial German Army, a standardized 
approach was followed, culminating in the uniform items introduced in the 1930s as the Nazi Party 
came to shape every aspect of German national life. The outbreak of war in 1939 prompted further 
adaptations and simplifications of uniforms and insignia, while the increasing use of camouflaged 
items and the accelerated pace of weapons development led to the appearance of new clothing and 
personal equipment. Medals and awards increased in number as the war went on, with grades being 
added for existing awards and new decorations introduced to reflect battlefield feats. Specialists such 
as mountain troops, tank crews and combat engineers were issued distinctive uniform items and kit, 
while the ever-expanding variety of fronts on which the German Army fought – from the North African 
desert to the Russian steppe – prompted the rapid development of clothing and equipment for different 
climates and conditions. In addition, severe shortages of raw materials and the demands of clothing 
and equipping an army that numbered in the millions forced the simplification of many items and the 



increasing use of substitute materials in their manufacture. In this fully illustrated book noted authority 
Dr Stephen Bull examines the German Army's wide range of uniforms, personal equipment, weapons, 
medals and awards, and offers a comprehensive guide to the transformation that the German Army 
soldier underwent in the period from September 1939 to May 1945.

Luftwaffe Air & Ground Crew 1939–45

Explores how the Wehrmacht's defensive conduct contributed to the radicalisation of behavioural 
patterns in Germany during the war's final months.

The French Army 1939–45 (1)

Within months of its greatest triumph in 1942, the Japanese Imperial Army began to face the difficulties 
which would eventually destroy it - overstretched supply lines, and inadequate industrial support. Yet 
as the Allies grew steadily stronger and more skilful during World War II (1939-1945), the Japanese 
Army and Naval Landing Forces dug in to defend their conquests with a determination which shocked 
all who fought them. In this second book the author describes the deployments, organisation, uniforms 
and equipment of the Army - including the dreaded Kempei-tai military police - the naval infantry, 
paratroopers, special raiding units, and foreign auxiliaries during the long and savage war in Burma 
and the Pacific. His text is illustrated with many rare photographs, three insignia charts, and eight highly 
detailed colour plates.

German Army Uniforms of World War II

This first of two studies examines the careers and illustrates the appearance and uniforms of 19 of the 
German Army's leading field commanders in World War II. Their service covers the whole arc of that 
army's wartime experience, from stunning success in 1939–41, through the hugely costly middle years 
on the Russian Front to the stubborn defensive fighting in both East and West in 1943–45. Also included 
are five more junior unit commanders chosen because their service typifies the achievements of combat 
leaders in regimental and battalion commands. The colour portraits are in the uniquely meticulous style 
of the respected World War II illustrator Malcolm McGregor.

Violence in Defeat

World War II is usually seen as a titanic land battle, decided by mass armies, most importantly those 
on the Eastern Front. Phillips Payson O'Brien shows us the war in a completely different light. In this 
compelling new history of the Allied path to victory, he argues that in terms of production, technology 
and economic power, the war was far more a contest of air and sea than land supremacy. He shows 
how the Allies developed a predominance of air and sea power which put unbearable pressure on 
Germany and Japan's entire war-fighting machine from Europe and the Mediterranean to the Pacific. 
Air and sea power dramatically expanded the area of battle and allowed the Allies to destroy over half 
the Axis' equipment before it had even reached the traditional 'battlefield'. Battles such as El Alamein, 
Stalingrad and Kursk did not win World War II; air and sea power did.

Soviet Night Operations in World War II

The German invasion of the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, began a war that lasted nearly four years 
and created by far the bloodiest theater in World War II. In the conventional narrative of this war, Hitler 
was defeated by Stalin because, like Napoleon, he underestimated the size and resources of his enemy. 
In fact, says historian John Mosier, Hitler came very close to winning and lost only because of the 
intervention of the western Allies. Stalin’s great triumph was not winning the war, but establishing the 
prevailing interpretation of the war. The Great Patriotic War, as it is known in Russia, would eventually 
prove fatal, setting in motion events that would culminate in the collapse of the Soviet Union. Deathride 
argues that the Soviet losses in World War II were unsustainable and would eventually have led to 
defeat. The Soviet Union had only twice the population of Germany at the time, but it was suffering a 
casualty rate more than two and a half times the German rate. Because Stalin had a notorious habit 
of imprisoning or killing anyone who brought him bad news (and often their families as well), Soviet 
battlefield reports were fantasies, and the battle plans Soviet generals developed seldom responded 
to actual circumstances. In this respect the Soviets waged war as they did everything else: through 
propaganda rather than actual achievement. What saved Stalin was the Allied decision to open the 
Mediterranean theater. Once the Allies threatened Italy, Hitler was forced to withdraw his best troops 



from the eastern front and redeploy them. In addition, the Allies provided heavy vehicles that the Soviets 
desperately needed and were unable to manufacture themselves. It was not the resources of the Soviet 
Union that defeated Hitler but the resources of the West. In this provocative revisionist analysis of the 
war between Hitler and Stalin, Mosier provides a dramatic, vigorous narrative of events as he shows 
how most previous histories accepted Stalin’s lies and distortions to produce a false sense of Soviet 
triumph. Deathride is the real story of the Eastern Front, fresh and different from what we thought we 
knew.

The Japanese Army 1931–45 (2)

Based largely upon unpublished sources, Omer Bartov's study looks closely at the background of the 
German army on the Eastern Front during the Second World War. He describes the physical hardship, 
the discipline and morale at the front, and analyses the social, educational and political background 
of the junior officers who formed the backbone of the German army. Only with these factors in mind - 
together with the knowledge of the extent of National Socialist indoctrination - can we begin to explain 
the criminal activities of the German army in Russia and the extent of involvement of the army in the 
execution of Hitler's brutal policies.

German Commanders of World War II (1)

"Derek Zumbro chronicles this key military campaign from a unique and fresh perspective - that of 
the defeated German soldiers and civilians caught in the final maelstrom of the war's western front." 
"Zumbro chronicles the relentless assault on the Ruhr Pocket through German eyes, as the Allied 
juggernaut battered the region's cities, villages, and homes into submission. He tells of children pressed 
into service by a desperate Nazi regime - and of even more desperate parents trying to save their 
sons from sacrifice at the eleventh hour. He also tells of unspeakable conditions suffered by foreign 
laborers, POWs, and political opponents in the Ruhr Valley and of the mass graves that gave Allied 
soldiers a grisly new understanding of their enemy." "Zumbro also recounts the story of Field Marshal 
Walter Model's final hours. His eventual suicide effectively ended the existence of the Wehrmacht's 
once-formidable Army Group B after being pursued, methodically encircled, and finally destroyed by 
U.S. and British forces. Through interviews with surviving members of Model's former staff, Zumbro 
has uncovered the attitudes of beleaguered officers that official records could never convey." "Other 
interviews with former soldiers reveal the extent to which Allied bombing contributed to the rapid 
deterioration of German combat effectiveness and tell of civilians begging soldiers to abandon the war. 
Zumbro's research reveals the identities of specific characters discussed in previous works but never 
identified, describes the final hours of German officers executed for the loss of the bridge at Remagen, 
and offers new insight into Model's acquiescence to Hitler in military affairs."--BOOK JACKET.

How the War Was Won

A biography of the second most successful sniper of the German Wehrmacht and one of the few 
private soldiers to be honored with the Knights Cross award. An Austrian conscript who qualified as 
a Wehrmacht machine gunner, Josef “Sepp” Allerberger was drafted to the southern sector of the 
Russian Front in July 1942. Wounded at Voroshilovsk, he experimented with a Russian sniper-rifle while 
convalescing and so impressed his superiors with his proficiency that he was returned to the front as his 
regiment’s only sniper specialist. This sometimes-harrowing account provides an excellent introduction 
to the commitment in fieldcraft, discipline and routine required of the sniper, a man apart. There was 
no place for chivalry on the Russian Front. Away from the film cameras, no prisoner survived long after 
surrendering. Russian snipers had used the illegal explosive bullet since 1941, and Hitler eventually 
authorized its issue in 1944. The result was a battlefield of horror. Allerberger was a cold-blooded killer, 
but few will find a place in their hearts for the soldiers of the Red Army against whom he fought. “It is a 
great read and covers just about everything you would want to know about Allerberger, the weapons, 
techniques and employment of German snipers on the Eastern Front in WWII but does it in a manner 
and narrative that is never boring and is guaranteed to hold your interest.” —Argunners Magazine “A 
very unique story and experience worth telling of an Eastern Front Sniper.” —Sniper Central

Deathride

This critical examination of the final Soviet strategic offensive operation during World War II seeks 
to chip away at two generally inaccurate pictures many Westerners have of the war. Specifically, 
Westerners seem to think that only geography, climate, and sheer numbers negated German military 



skill and competency on the eastern front, a view that relegates Soviet military accomplishments to 
oblivion.

The Eastern Front, 1941-45, German Troops and the Barbarisation ofWarfare

Though the 'Wehrmachtsgefolge' (Armed Forces Auxiliaries) were generally inferior to their armed 
forces equivalents, their contribution to the German war-effort was far from negligible. Auxiliaries 
including the NSKK, Transportkorps Speer, Reichsarbeitsdienst and Organization Todt supported the 
Wehrmacht in their duties. In 1944, the strength of these organizations peaked at 3,800,000-40% of 
the size of the armed forces. As they became increasingly aware of their importance, the Auxiliaries 
introduced uniform and insignia modifications which made them virtually indistinguishable from their 
comrades in the armed forces. This book examines the organization, uniforms and history of the various 
Wehrmacht auxiliary forces.

German Antiguerrilla Operations in the Balkans (1941-1944).

Battle for the Ruhr
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