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Delve into the fundamental concepts of narratology and narrative theory with this comprehensive 
introduction. Explore how stories are structured, told, and interpreted, providing essential insights into 
the analysis of literary works, film, and other forms of communication. This guide is perfect for anyone 
looking to understand the core elements that make up compelling narratives.
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We give you access to the full and authentic version Introduction To Narrative Theory 
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Narratology

Since its first publication in English in 1985, Mieke Bal's Narratology has become the international 
classic and comprehensive introduction to the theory of narrative texts. Narratology is a systematic 
account of narrative techniques, methods, their transmission, and reception, in which Bal distills years 
of study of the ways in which we understand both literary and non-literary works. In this third edition, 
Bal updates the book to include more analysis of film narratives while also sharpening and tightening 
her language to make it the most readable and student-friendly edition to date. Bal also introduces 
new sections that treat and clarify several modernist texts that pose narratological challenges. With 
changes prompted by ten years of feedback from scholars and teachers, Narratology remains the most 
important contribution to the study of the way narratives work, are formed, and are received.

Narratology

Since its first publication in English in 1985, Mieke Bal's Narratology has become an international 
classic and the comprehensive introduction to the theory of narrative texts, both literary and non-literary. 
Providing insights into how readers interpret narrative text, the fourth edition of Narratology is a guide 
for students and scholars seeking to analyze narratives of any language, period, and region with 
clear, systematic and reliable concepts. With the addition of in-depth analysis of literary nuances 
and methods, award-wining cultural theorist Mieke Bal continues to present narrative concepts with 
clarity. Bal uses a systematic framework to better explain how narratives function, are formed, and 
eventually interpreted by the reader, while presenting a comprehensive study of the surface perception 
of language, the perceived narrative world, point of view, and characterization.
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An Introduction to Narratology is an accessible, practical guide to narratological theory and terminology 
and its application to literature. In this book, Monika Fludernik outlines: the key concepts of style, 
metaphor and metonymy, and the history of narrative forms narratological approaches to interpretation 
and the linguistic aspects of texts, including new cognitive developments in the field how students 
can use narratological theory to work with texts, incorporating detailed practical examples a glossary 
of useful narrative terms, and suggestions for further reading. This textbook offers a comprehensive 
overview of the key aspects of narratology by a leading practitioner in the field. It demystifies the 
subject in a way that is accessible to beginners, but also reflects recent theoretical developments and 
narratology’s increasing popularity as a critical tool.

An Introduction to Narratology

This book is a standard work for modern narrative theory. It provides a terminological and theoretical 
system of reference for future research. The author explains and discusses in detail problems of 
communication structure and entities of a narrative work, point of view, the relationship between 
narrator’s text and character’s text, narrativity and eventfulness, and narrative transformations of 
happenings. The book outlines a theory of narration and analyses central narratological categories such 
as fiction, mimesis, author, reader, narrator etc. A detailed bibliography and glossary of narratological 
terms make this book a compendium of narrative theory which is of relevance for scholars and students 
of all literary disciplines.

Narratology

"Narratology in Practice opens up the well-known theory of narrative to other disciplines in the 
humanities and social sciences. Mieke Bal reduces narrative theory to simple definitions of the 
main concepts and demonstrates their relevance through brief essays on narrative aspects in visual, 
cinematic, argumentative, historical, and methodological texts. Written as a companion to Mieke Bal's 
international classic, Narratology: Introduction to the Theory of Narrative, where the examples focus 
almost exclusively on literary studies, this new book offers more elaborate analyses of visual media, 
especially visual art and film. Read independently or in parallel with its companion, Narratology in 
Practice enables readers to use the suggested concepts as tools to assist them in practicing narrative 
analysis. Demonstrating that narrative is not bound to language and that it is present everywhere in 
modern culture, Narratology in Practice makes theory useful for students and scholars in a wide range 
of disciplines."--

Narratology in Practice

This text introduces narratology, its key concepts and the analytical tools which are widely used in 
the interdisciplinary analysis of such narrative features as plot, point of view, speech presentation, 
ideological perspective and interpretation.

Narratology

Narrative Theory offers an introduction to the field's critical and philosophical approaches towards 
narrative throughout history.

Narrative Theory

This concise and highly accessible textbook outlines the principles and techniques of storytelling. It is 
intended as a high-school and college-level introduction to the central concepts of narrative theory – 
concepts that will aid students in developing their competence not only in analysing and interpreting 
short stories and novels, but also in writing them. This textbook prioritises clarity over intricacy of 
theory, equipping its readers with the necessary tools to embark on further study of literature, literary 
theory and creative writing. Building on a ‘semiotic model of narrative,’ it is structured around the key 
elements of narratological theory, with chapters on plot, setting, characterisation, and narration, as 
well as on language and theme – elements which are underrepresented in existing textbooks on 
narrative theory. The chapter on language constitutes essential reading for those students unfamiliar 
with rhetoric, while the chapter on theme draws together significant perspectives from contemporary 
critical theory (including feminism and postcolonialism). This textbook is engaging and easily navigable, 
with key concepts highlighted and clearly explained, both in the text and in a full glossary located at 
the end of the book. Throughout the textbook the reader is aided by diagrams, images, quotes from 



prominent theorists, and instructive examples from classical and popular short stories and novels (such 
as Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, Franz Kafka’s ‘The Metamorphosis,’ J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter, 
or Dostoyevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, amongst many others). Prose Fiction: An Introduction to the 
Semiotics of Narrative can either be incorporated as the main textbook into a wider syllabus on narrative 
theory and creative writing, or it can be used as a supplementary reference book for readers interested 
in narrative fiction. The textbook is a must-read for beginning students of narratology, especially those 
with no or limited prior experience in this area. It is of especial relevance to English and Humanities 
major students in Asia, for whom it was conceived and written.

Prose Fiction: An Introduction to the Semiotics of Narrative

Narrative theory is essential to everything from history to lyric poetry, from novels to the latest Hollywood 
blockbuster. Narrative theory explores how stories work and how we make them work. This Companion 
is both an introduction and a contribution to the field. It presents narrative theory as an approach 
to understanding all kinds of cultural production: from literary texts to historiography, from film and 
videogames to philosophical discourse. It takes the long historical view, outlines essential concepts, and 
reflects on the way narrative forms connect with and rework social forms. The volume analyzes central 
premises, identifies narrative theory's feminist foundations, and elaborates its significance to queer 
theory and issues of race. The specially commissioned essays are exciting to read, uniting accessibility 
and rigor, traditional concerns with a renovated sense of the field as a whole, and analytical clarity with 
stylistic dash. Topical and substantial, The Cambridge Companion to Narrative Theory is an engaging 
resource on a key contemporary concept.

The Cambridge Companion to Narrative Theory

The most accessible approach yet to children's literature and narrative theory,Telling Children's Sto-
riesis a comprehensive collection of never-before-published essays by an international slate of scholars 
that offers a broad yet in-depth assessment of narrative strategies unique to children's literature. The 
volume is divided into four interrelated sections: "Genre Templates and Transformations," "Approaches 
to the Picture Book," "Narrators and Implied Readers," and "Narrative Time." Mike Cadden's introduc-
tion considers the links between the various essays and topics, as well as their connections with such 
issues as metafiction, narrative ethics, focalization, and plotting. Ranging in focus from picture books 
to novels such asTo Kill a Mockingbird, from detective fiction for children to historical tales, from new 
works such as the Lemony Snicket series to classics likeTom's Midnight Garden, these essays explore 
notions of montage and metaphor, perspective and subjectivity, identification and time. Together, they 
comprise a resource that will interest and instruct scholars of narrative theory and children's literature, 
and that will become critically important to the understanding and development of both fields.

Telling Children's Stories

Providing an up-to-date and accessible overview of the essentials of narrative theory, Narrative: The 
Basics guides the reader through the major approaches to the study of narrative, using contemporary 
examples from a wide range of narrative forms to answer key questions including: What is narrative? 
What are the "universals" of narrative? What is the relationship between narrative and ideology? Does 
the reader have a role in narrative? Has the digital age brought radically new forms of narrative? Each 
chapter introduces key theoretical terms, providing thinking points and suggestions for further study. 
With an emphasis on applying theory to example studies, it is an ideal introduction to the current study 
of narrative.

Narrative: The Basics

Publisher Description

The Cambridge Introduction to Narrative

This concise and highly accessible textbook outlines the principles and techniques of storytelling. It is 
intended as a high-school and college-level introduction to the central concepts of narrative theory - 
concepts that will aid students in developing their competence not only in analysing and interpreting 
short stories and novels, but also in writing them.This textbook prioritises clarity over intricacy of 
theory, equipping its readers with the necessary tools to embark on further study of literature, literary 
theory and creative writing. Building on a 'semiotic model of narrative, ' it is structured around the 



key elements of narratological theory, with chapters on plot, setting, characterisation, and narration, 
as well as on language and theme - elements which are underrepresented in existing textbooks on 
narrative theory. The chapter on language constitutes essential reading for those students unfamiliar 
with rhetoric, while the chapter on theme draws together significant perspectives from contemporary 
critical theory (including feminism and postcolonialism).This textbook is engaging and easily navigable, 
with key concepts highlighted and clearly explained, both in the text and in a full glossary located at 
the end of the book. Throughout the textbook the reader is aided by diagrams, images, quotes from 
prominent theorists, and instructive examples from classical and popular short stories and novels (such 
as Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, Franz Kafka's 'The Metamorphosis, ' J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter, 
or Dostoyevsky's The Brothers Karamazov, amongst many others).Prose Fiction: An Introduction to the 
Semiotics of Narrative can either be incorporated as the main textbook into a wider syllabus on narrative 
theory and creative writing, or it can be used as a supplementary reference book for readers interested 
in narrative fiction. The textbook is a must-read for beginning students of narratology, especially those 
with no or limited prior experience in this area. It is of especial relevance to English and Humanities 
major students in Asia, for whom it was conceived and written. This work was published by Saint Philip 
Street Press pursuant to a Creative Commons license permitting commercial use. All rights not granted 
by the work's license are retained by the author or authors.

Prose Fiction

This concise and highly accessible textbook outlines the principles and techniques of storytelling. It is 
intended as a high-school and college-level introduction to the central concepts of narrative theory - 
concepts that will aid students in developing their competence not only in analysing and interpreting 
short stories and novels, but also in writing them. This textbook prioritises clarity over intricacy of 
theory, equipping its readers with the necessary tools to embark on further study of literature, literary 
theory and creative writing. Building on a 'semiotic model of narrative, ' it is structured around the 
key elements of narratological theory, with chapters on plot, setting, characterisation, and narration, 
as well as on language and theme - elements which are underrepresented in existing textbooks on 
narrative theory. The chapter on language constitutes essential reading for those students unfamiliar 
with rhetoric, while the chapter on theme draws together significant perspectives from contemporary 
critical theory (including feminism and postcolonialism). This textbook is engaging and easily navigable, 
with key concepts highlighted and clearly explained, both in the text and in a full glossary located at 
the end of the book. Throughout the textbook the reader is aided by diagrams, images, quotes from 
prominent theorists, and instructive examples from classical and popular short stories and novels (such 
as Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, Franz Kafka's 'The Metamorphosis, ' J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter, 
or Dostoyevsky's The Brothers Karamazov, amongst many others). Prose Fiction: An Introduction to the 
Semiotics of Narrative can either be incorporated as the main textbook into a wider syllabus on narrative 
theory and creative writing, or it can be used as a supplementary reference book for readers interested 
in narrative fiction. The textbook is a must-read for beginning students of narratology, especially those 
with no or limited prior experience in this area. It is of especial relevance to English and Humanities 
major students in Asia, for whom it was conceived and written.

Prose Fiction

The notion of possible worlds has played a decisive role in postclassical narratology by awakening 
interest in the nature of fictionality and in emphasizing the notion of world as a source of aesthetic 
experience in narrative texts. As a theory concerned with the opposition between the actual world 
that we belong to and possible worlds created by the imagination, possible worlds theory has made 
significant contributions to narratology. Possible Worlds Theory and Contemporary Narratology updates 
the field of possible worlds theory and postclassical narratology by developing this theoretical frame-
work further and applying it to a range of contemporary literary narratives. This volume systematically 
outlines the theoretical underpinnings of the possible worlds approach, provides updated methods 
for analyzing fictional narrative, and profiles those methods via the analysis of a range of different 
texts, including contemporary fiction, digital fiction, video games, graphic novels, historical narratives, 
and dramatic texts. Through the variety of its contributions, including those by three originators of the 
subject area--Lubomír Doležel, Thomas Pavel, and Marie-Laure Ryan--Possible Worlds Theory and 
Contemporary Narratology demonstrates the vitality and versatility of one of the most vibrant strands 
of contemporary narrative theory.

Possible Worlds Theory and Contemporary Narratology



The 35 original essays in A Companion to Narrative Theory constitute the best available introduction 
to this vital and contested field of humanistic enquiry. Comprises 35 original essays written by leading 
figures in the field Includes contributions from pioneers in the field such as Wayne C. Booth, Seymour 
Chatman, J. Hillis Miller and Gerald Prince Represents all the major critical approaches to narrative 
and investigates and debates the relations between them Considers narratives in different disciplines, 
such as law and medicine Features analyses of a variety of media, including film, music, and painting 
Designed to be of interest to specialists, yet accessible to readers with little prior knowledge of the field

A Companion to Narrative Theory

Narratology has been conceived from its earliest days as a project that transcends disciplines and 
media. The essays gathered here address the question of how narrative migrates, mutates, and creates 
meaning as it is expressed across various media. Dividing the inquiry into five areas: face-to-face 
narrative, still pictures, moving pictures, music, and digital media, Narrative across Media investigates 
how the intrinsic properties of the supporting medium shape the form of narrative and affect the 
narrative experience. Unlike other interdisciplinary approaches to narrative studies, all of which have 
tended to concentrate on narrative across language-supported fields, this unique collection provides a 
much-needed analysis of how narrative operates when expressed through visual, gestural, electronic, 
and musical means. In doing so, the collection redefines the act of storytelling. Although the fields of 
media and narrative studies have been invigorated by a variety of theoretical approaches, this volume 
seeks to avoid a dominant theoretical bias by providing instead a collection of concrete studies that 
inspire a direct look at texts rather than relying on a particular theory of interpretation. A contribution 
to both narrative and media studies, Narrative across Media is the first attempt to bridge the two 
disciplines.

Narrative Across Media

Narrative – State of the Art which was originally published as a Special Issue of Narrative Inquiry 
16:1 (2006) is edited by Michael Bamberg and contains 24 chapters (with a brief introduction by the 
editor) that look back and take stock of developments in narrative theorizing and empirical work with 
narratives. The attempt has been made to bring together researchers from different disciplines, with 
very different concerns, and have them express their conceptions of the current state of the art from 
their perspectives. Looking back and taking stock, this volume further attempts to begin to deliver 
answers to the questions (i) What was it that made the original turn to narrative so successful? (ii) What 
has been accomplished over the last 40 years of narrative inquiry? (iii) What are the future directions 
for narrative inquiry? The contributions to this volume are deliberately kept short so that the readers 
can browse through them and get a feel about the diversity of current narrative theorizing and emerging 
new trends in narrative research. It is the ultimate aim of this edited volume to stir up discussions and 
dialogue among narrative researchers across these disciplines and to widen and open up the territory 
of narrative inquiry to new and innovative work.

Narrative – State of the Art

This anthology presents the results of the Second International Colloquium of the Narratology 
Research Group (Hamburg University). It engages in the exploration of approaches that broaden 
Narratology's realm. The contributions illustrate the transcendence of traditional models common to 
Narratology. They also reflect on the relevance of such a 'going beyond' as seen in more general terms: 
What interrelation can be observed between re-definition of object domain and re-definition of method? 
What potential interfaces with other methods and disciplines does the proposed innovation offer? 
Finally, what are the repercussions of the proposed innovation in terms of Narratology's self-definition? 
The innovative volume facilitates the inter-methodological debate between Narratology and other 
disciplines, enabling the conceptualization of a Narratology beyond traditional Literary Criticism.

Narratology beyond Literary Criticism

If we were to compile a list of frequently asked questions about narrative theory, we would put the 
following two at or near the top: 'what is narrative theory?' and 'how do different approaches to narrative 
relate to each other?' This book addresses both questions and, more significantly, also demonstrates 
the extent to which the questions themselves are intertwined.



Narrative Theory

Argues that digital media allows us to see unresolved tensions, ambiguities, and gaps in core narrative 
concepts, revealing complexity and unexplored potential.

Playing at Narratology: Digital Media as Narrative Theory

The theory of Blending, or Conceptual Integration, proposed by Gilles Fauconnier and Marc Turner, is 
one of most promising cognitive theories of meaning production. It has been successfully applied to 
the analysis of poetic discourse and micro-textual elements, such as metaphor. Prose narrative has 
so far received significantly less attention. The present volume aims to remedy this situation. Following 
an introductory discussion of the connections between narrative and the processes of blending, the 
contributions demonstrate the range of applications of the theory to the study of narrative. They cover 
issues such as time and space, literary character and perspective, genre, story levels, and fictional 
minds; some chapters show how such phenomena as metalepsis, counterfactual narration, intermedi-
ality, extended metaphors, and suspense can be fruitfully studied from the vantage point of Conceptual 
Integration. Working within a theoretical framework situated at the intersection of narratology and the 
cognitive sciences, the book provides both fresh readings for individual literary and film narratives and 
new impulses for post-classical narratology.

Blending and the Study of Narrative

Narratology in Practice draws on various cultural domains to explain the ways in which theory 
illuminates the presence of narrative.

Narratology in Practice

In Film Narratology, Peter W.J. Verstraten makes film narratives his primary focus, while noting the 
unexplored and essentially different narrative effects that film can produce with mise-en-scène, cine-
matography, and editing.

Film Narratology

Current Trends in Narratology offers an overview of cutting-edge approaches to theories of storytelling. 
The introduction details how new emphases on cognitive processing, non-prose and multimedia 
narratives, and interdisciplinary approaches to narratology have altered how narration, narrative, and 
narrativity are understood. The volume also introduces a third post-classical direction of research 
� comparative narratology � and describes how developments in Germany, Israel, and France may 
be compared with Anglophone research. Leading international scholars including Monika Fludernik, 
Richard Gerrig, Ansgar Nünning, John Pier, Brian Richardson, Alan Palmer, and Werner Wolf describe 
not only their newest research but also how this work dovetails with larger narratological developments.

Current Trends in Narratology

How have developments in literary and cultural theory transformed our understanding of narrative? 
What has happened to narrative in the wake of poststructuralism? What is the role and function 
of narrative in the contemporary world? In this revised, updated and expanded new edition of an 
established text, Mark Currie explores these central questions and guides students through the 
complex theories that have shaped the study of narrative in recent decades. Postmodern Narrative 
Theory, Second Edition: • establishes direct links between the workings of fictional narratives and those 
of the non-fictional world • charts the transition in narrative theory from its formalist beginnings, through 
deconstruction, towards its current concerns with the social, cultural and cognitive uses of narrative 
• explores the relationship between postmodern narrative and postmodern theory more closely • 
presents detailed illustrative readings of known literary texts such as Stevenson's Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 
and Conrad's Heart of Darkness, and now features a new chapter on Coetzee's Elizabeth Costello 
and Slow Man. Approachable and stimulating, this is an essential introduction for anyone studying 
postmodernism, the theory of narrative or contemporary fiction.

Postmodern Narrative Theory

What is narrative? How does it work and how does it shape our lives and the texts we read? H. Porter 
Abbott emphasizes that narrative is found not just in literature, film, and theater, but everywhere in the 



ordinary course of people's lives. This widely used introduction, now thoroughly revised, is informed 
throughout by recent developments in the field and includes two new chapters. With its lucid exposition 
of concepts and suggestions for further reading, this book is not only an excellent introduction for 
courses focused on narrative but also an invaluable resource for students and scholars across a 
wide range of fields, including literature and drama, film and media, society and politics, journalism, 
autobiography, history, and still others throughout the arts, humanities, and social sciences.

The Cambridge Introduction to Narrative

This volume explores the extraordinary contribution that classical poetics has made to twentieth and 
twenty-first century theories of narrative, aiming not to argue that modern narratologies simply present 
'old wine in new wineskins', but rather to identify the diachronic affinities shared between ancient and 
modern stories about storytelling. By recognizing that modern narratologists bring a particular expertise 
to bear upon ancient literary theory, and by interrogating ancient and modern narratologies through 
the mutually imbricating dynamics of their reception, it seeks to arrive at a better understanding of 
both. Each chapter selects a key moment in the history of narratology on which to focus, providing an 
overview of significant phases before offering detailed analyses of core theories and texts, from the 
Russian formalists and Chicago school neo-Aristotelians, through the prestructuralists, structuralists, 
and poststructuralists, up to the latest unnatural and antimimetic narratologists. The reception history 
that thus unfolds offers some remarkable plot twists and yields valuable insights into the interpretation 
of some notoriously difficult ancient works. Plato in the Republic is unmasked as an unreliable narrator 
and theorist, while Aristotle's On Poets reveals a rare glimpse of the philosopher putting narrative theory 
into practice in the role of storyteller. Horace's Ars Poetica and the works of ancient scholia by critics 
and commentators evince a rhetorically conceived poetics and sophisticated reader-response-based 
narratology which indicate a keen interest in audience affect and cognition - anticipating the cognitive 
turn in narratology's most recent postclassical phase.

Narratology

First launched in 1977, The New Accents series rapidly changed the face of literary studies. This 
collection is a reissue a library edition of all of the volumes from the series, many of which are now out 
of print.

New Accents

The categories of classical narratology have been successfully applied to ancient texts in the last 
two decades, but in the meantime narratological theory has moved on. In accordance with these 
developments, Narratology and Interpretation draws out the subtler possibilities of narratological 
analysis for the interpretation of ancient texts. The articles make a contribution to the theory of narrative 
as well as to our understanding of ancient literature including epic, lyric, tragedy and historiography.

Narratology and Interpretation

This is an engaging introduction to the noveland narrative theory that will deepen readers'understand-
ing and enhance their appreciation and enjoyment of thispopular genre. Provides readers with the 
critical tools to become expertnarratologists and more insightful readers Reflects on the rise of world 
literature,with examples drawn from Spanish, French, Italian,German, Scandinavian, and Russian 
novels for analysis orillustration, as well as works from English and Americanliterature Featured topics 
include the handling of space and time inthe novel, narrative situations, literary symbols, andgendering

The Novel

In this ground breaking work of synthesis, Monika Fludernik combines insights from literary theory and 
linguistics to provide a challenging new theory of narrative. This book is both an historical survey and 
theoretical study, with the author drawing on an enormous range of examples from the earliest oral 
study to contemporary experimental fiction. She uses these examples to prove that recent literature, far 
from heralding the final collapse of narrative, represents the epitome of a centuries long developmental 
process.

Towards a 'Natural' Narratology



This classic text has been substantially rewritten. Narrative explores a range of written, spoken, literary 
and non-literary narratives. It shows what systematic attention to language can reveal about the 
narratives themselves, their tellers, and those to whom they are addressed. New material includes 
sections on gendered narrative, film narrative and a discussion of ways in which the internet and global 
television are changing conceptions of narrative.

Narrative

Basic Elements of Narrative outlines a way of thinking about what narrative is and how to identify its 
basic elements across various media, introducing key concepts developed by previous theorists and 
contributing original ideas to the growing body of scholarship on stories. Includes an overview of recent 
developments in narrative scholarship Provides an accessible introduction to key concepts in the field 
Views narrative as a cognitive structure, type of text, and resource for interpersonal communication 
Uses examples from literature, face to face interaction, graphic novels, and film to explore the core 
features of narrative Includes a glossary of key terms, full bibliography, and comprehensive index 
Appropriate for multiple audiences, including students, non-specialists, and experts in the field

Basic Elements of Narrative

Thirteen essays bring narrative theory to postcolonial South Asian texts to demonstrate the significance 
of narrative form to political interpretation.

Narratology and Ideology: Negotiating Context, Form, and Theory in Postcolonial Narratives

Narrative Research, once the domain of structuralist literary theory, has over the last 15 years 
developed into an international and interdisciplinary field. It is now commonly agreed that storytelling 
functions as a fundamental cognitive tool for sense-making and meaning production, and that hu-
man beings structure and communicate lived experience through oral, written and visual stories. 
Entitled Narratology in the Age of Cross-Disciplinary Narrative Research, this volume collects fifteen 
essays which look at narrative and narrativity from various perspectives, including literary studies and 
hermeneutics, cognitive theory and creativity research, metaphor studies, film theory and intermedi-
ality, as well as memory studies, musicology, theology and psychology. The topics touch on a wide 
range of issues, such as the current state of narratology and its potential for development, narrativity 
in visual and auditive art forms, the cultural functions of narrative, and the role of narrative concepts 
across the disciplines. The volume introduces interested newcomers to the ongoing debate, reflecting 
the diversity of research questions and methodological approaches involved. It takes a critical, yet 
cautiously optimistic stance with regard to the potential for interdisciplinary collaboration between 
narrative researchers, and invites experienced readers from any discipline interested in narrative to 
join this important debate, which promotes the exchange of ideas, concepts and methods between the 
humanities and the social sciences.

Narratology in the Age of Cross-disciplinary Narrative Research

The past several decades have seen an explosion of interest in narrative, with this multifaceted object 
of inquiry becoming a central concern in a wide range of disciplinary fields and research contexts. 
As accounts of what happened to particular people in particular circumstances and with specific 
consequences, stories have come to be viewed as a basic human strategy for coming to terms with 
time, process, and change. However, the very predominance of narrative as a focus of interest across 
multiple disciplines makes it imperative for scholars, teachers, and students to have access to a 
comprehensive reference resource.

Routledge Encyclopedia of Narrative Theory

Balancing key foundational topics with new developments and trends, Engagements with Narrative 
offers an accessible introduction to narratology. As new narrative forms and media emerge, the study 
of narrative and the ways people communicate through imagination, empathy, and storytelling is 
especially relevant for students of literature today. Janine Utell presents the foundational texts, key 
concepts, and big ideas that form narrative theory and practical criticism, engaging readers in the 
study of stories by telling the story of a field and its development. Distinct features designed to initiate 
dialogue and debate include: Coverage of philosophical and historical contexts surrounding the study 
of narrative An introduction to essential thinkers along with the tools to both use and interrogate 



their work A survey of the most up-to-date currents, including mind theory and postmodern ethics, 
to stimulate conversations about how we read fiction, life writing, film, and digital media from a variety 
of perspectives. A selection of narrative texts, chosen to demonstrate critical practice and spark further 
reading and research "Engagement" sections to encourage students to engage with narrative theory 
and practice through interviews with scholars This guide teaches the key concepts of narrative—time, 
space, character, perspective, setting—while facilitating conversations among different approaches 
and media, and opening paths to new inquiry. Engagements with Narrative is ideal for readers needing 
an introduction to the field, as well as for those seeking insight into both its historical developments 
and new directions.

Engagements with Narrative
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