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Explore the evolving concept of American identity in the 21st century. This discussion delves into how 
demographic shifts, cultural influences, and societal values are continually reshaping what it means to 
be American, offering new perspectives on the nation's collective self-perception and future direction.
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Using five personal narratives and in contrast to both the traditional and multicultural narratives, this 
book suggest cross-cultural transformation has been at the core of America since the first moments of 
contact.

Redefining American Identity

Using five personal narratives and in contrast to both the traditional and multicultural narratives, this 
book suggest cross-cultural transformation has been at the core of America since the first moments of 
contact.

Post Black

As a young journalist covering black life at large, author Ytasha L. Womack was caught unaware when 
she found herself straddling black culture's rarely acknowledged generation gaps and cultural divides. 
Traditional images show blacks unified culturally, politically, and socially, united by race at venues 
such as churches and community meetings. But in the “post black” era, even though individuals define 
themselves first as black, they do not necessarily define themselves by tradition as much as by personal 
interests, points of view, and lifestyle. In Post Black: How a New Generation Is Redefining African 
American Identity, Womack takes a fresh look at dynamics shaping the lives of contemporary African 
Americans. Although grateful to generations that have paved the way, many cannot relate to the rhetoric 
of pundits who speak as ambassadors of black life any more than they see themselves in exaggerated 
hip-hop images. Combining interviews, opinions of experts, and extensive research, Post Black will 
open the eyes of some, validate the lives of others, and provide a realistic picture of the expanding 
community.

American Identities

American Identities is a dazzling array of primary documentsand critical essays culled from American 
history, literature,memoir, and popular culture that explore major currents and trendsin American history 
from 1945 to the present. Charts the rich multiplicity of American identities through thedifferent lenses of 
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race, class, and gender, and shaped by commonhistorical social processes such as migration, families, 
work, andwar. Includes editorial introductions for the volume and for eachreading, and study questions 
for each selection. Enables students to engage in the history-making process whiledeveloping the skills 
crucial to interpreting rich and enduringcultural texts. Accompanied by an instructor's guide containing 
reading,viewing, and listening exercises, interview questions,bibliographies, time-lines, and sample 
excerpts of students' familyhistories for course use.

Redefining Race

In 2012, the Pew Research Center issued a report that named Asian Americans as the “highest-income, 
best-educated, and fastest-growing racial group in the United States.” Despite this seemingly optimistic 
conclusion, over thirty Asian American advocacy groups challenged the findings. As many pointed 
out, the term “Asian American” itself is complicated. It currently denotes a wide range of ethnicities, 
national origins, and languages, and encompasses a number of significant economic and social 
disparities. In Redefining Race, sociologist Dina G. Okamoto traces the complex evolution of this 
racial designation to show how the use of “Asian American” as a panethnic label and identity has 
been a deliberate social achievement negotiated by members of this group themselves, rather than 
an organic and inevitable process. Drawing on original research and a series of interviews, Okamoto 
investigates how different Asian ethnic groups in the U.S. were able to create a collective identity in 
the wake of the Civil Rights movement in the 1960s. Okamoto argues that a variety of broad social 
forces created the conditions for this developing panethnic identity. Racial segregation, for example, 
shaped how Asian immigrants of different national origins were distributed in similar occupations and 
industries. This segregation of Asians within local labor markets produced a shared experience of 
racial discrimination, which encouraged Asian ethnic groups to develop shared interests and identities. 
By constructing a panethnic label and identity, ethnic group members took part in creating their 
own collective histories, and in the process challenged and redefined current notions of race. The 
emergence of a panethnic racial identity also depended, somewhat paradoxically, on different groups 
organizing along distinct ethnic lines in order to gain recognition and rights from the larger society. 
According to Okamoto, these ethnic organizations provided the foundation necessary to build solidarity 
within different Asian-origin communities. Leaders and community members who created inclusive 
narratives and advocated policies that benefited groups beyond their own were then able to move 
these discrete ethnic organizations toward a panethnic model. For example, a number of ethnic-specific 
organizations in San Francisco expanded their services and programs to include other ethnic group 
members after their original constituencies dwindled. A Laotian organization included refugees from 
different parts of Asia, a Japanese organization began to advocate for South Asian populations, and a 
Chinese organization opened its doors to Filipinos and Vietnamese. As Okamoto argues, the process 
of building ties between ethnic communities while also recognizing ethnic diversity is the hallmark 
of panethnicity. Redefining Race is a groundbreaking analysis of the processes through which group 
boundaries are drawn and contested. In mapping the genesis of a panethnic Asian American identity, 
Okamoto illustrates the ways in which concepts of race continue to shape how ethnic and immigrant 
groups view themselves and organize for representation in the public arena.

Rethinking American History in a Global Age

In rethinking and reframing the American national narrative in a wider context, the contributors to 
this volume ask questions about both nationalism and the discipline of history itself. The essays offer 
fresh ways of thinking about the traditional themes and periods of American history. By locating the 
study of American history in a transnational context, they examine the history of nation-making and 
the relation of the United States to other nations and to transnational developments. What is now 
called globalization is here placed in a historical context. A cast of distinguished historians from the 
United States and abroad examines the historiographical implications of such a reframing and offers 
alternative interpretations of large questions of American history ranging from the era of European 
contact to democracy and reform, from environmental and economic development and migration 
experiences to issues of nationalism and identity. But the largest issue explored is basic to all histories: 
How does one understand, teach, and write a national history even as one recognizes that the territorial 
boundaries do not fully contain that history and that within that bounded territory the society is highly 
differentiated, marked by multiple solidarities and identities? Rethinking American History in a Global 
Age advances an emerging but important conversation marked by divergent voices, many of which are 
represented here. The various essays explore big concepts and offer historical narratives that enrich 
the content and context of American history. The aim is to provide a history that more accurately reflects 



the dimensions of American experience and better connects the past with contemporary concerns for 
American identity, structures of power, and world presence.

Redefining Southern Culture

Cobb, "surveys the remarkable story of southern identity and its persistence in the face of sweeping 
changes in the South's economy, society and political structure."--dust jacket.

Redefining Realness

A journalist and activist who was profiled in a 2011 Marie Claire feature outlines bold perspectives on 
the realities of being young, multi-racial, economically challenged and transgender in today's America, 
recounting her disadvantaged youth and decision to undergo gender reassignment surgery at the age 
of 18 before pursuing a career and falling in love.

Becoming Old Stock

More Americans trace their ancestry to Germany than to any other country. Arguably, German 
Americans form America's largest ethnic group. Yet they have a remarkably low profile today, reflecting 
a dramatic, twentieth-century retreat from German-American identity. In this age of multiculturalism, 
why have German Americans gone into ethnic eclipse--and where have they ended up? Becoming 
Old Stock represents the first in-depth exploration of that question. The book describes how German 
Philadelphians reinvented themselves in the early twentieth century, especially after World War I 
brought a nationwide anti-German backlash. Using quantitative methods, oral history, and a cultural 
analysis of written sources, the book explores how, by the 1920s, many middle-class and Lutheran 
residents had redefined themselves in "old-stock" terms--as "American" in opposition to southeastern 
European "new immigrants." It also examines working-class and Catholic Germans, who came to share 
a common identity with other European immigrants, but not with newly arrived black Southerners. 
Becoming Old Stock sheds light on the way German Americans used race, American nationalism, and 
mass culture to fashion new identities in place of ethnic ones. It is also an important contribution to the 
growing literature on racial identity among European Americans. In tracing the fate of one of America's 
largest ethnic groups, Becoming Old Stock challenges historians to rethink the phenomenon of ethnic 
assimilation and to explore its complex relationship to American pluralism.

Relocating Identities in Latin American Cultures

This collection explores the perpetually changing notion of Latin American identity, particularly as 
illustrated in literature and other forms of cultural expression. Editor Elizabeth Montes Garcés has gath-
ered contributions from specialists who examine the effects of such major phenomena as migration, 
globalization, and gender on the construct of Latin American identities, and, as such, are reshaping the 
traditional understanding of Latin America's cultural history. The contributors to this volume are experts 
in Latin American literature and culture. Covering a diverse range of genres from poetry to film, their 
essays explore themes such as feminism, deconstruction, and postcolonial theory as they are reflected 
in the Latin American cultural milieu.

Transnational Immigrants

This book provides a detailed account of transnational practices undertaken by Indian ‘high-tech’ 
workers living in the United States. It describes the complexities and challenges of adapting to a 
new culture while clinging to tradition. Asian-Indians represent a significant part of the professional 
and ‘high-tech’ workforce in the United States, and the majority are temporary workers, working on 
contractual jobs (H1-B and L1 work visa category). Further, it is not unusual for Indian immigrant 
workers to marry and have children while working in the U.S. Gradually, they learn to negotiate the U.S. 
cultural terrain in both their place of work and at home in the U.S. As such there is the potential that 
they will become transnational, developing new identities and engaging in cultural and social practices 
from two different nations: India and the U.S. Against this background, the book describes the nature 
and extent of transnational practices adopted by high-tech Indian workers employed in the United 
States on temporary work visas. The study reveals that the temporary stay of these professionals 
and their families in the U.S. necessitates day-to-day balancing of two cultures in terms of food, 
clothing, recreation, and daily activities, creating a transnational lifestyle for these young professionals. 
Transnational activities at the workplace, which are forced by the work culture of the MNCs that employ 



them, can be considered as ‘transnationalism from above.’ Simultaneously, being bi-lingual at home, 
cooking and eating Indian and Western food, socializing with Indian and American friends outside 
work, and all the cultural activities they perform on a day-to-day basis, indicates ‘transnationalism from 
below’. The book is of interest to researchers and academics working on issues relating to culture, 
social change, migration and development.

Quest for Identity

Quest for Identity is a survey of the American experience from the close of World War II, through the 
Cold War and 9/11, to the present. It helps students understand postwar American history through 
a seamless narrative punctuated with accessible analyses. Randall Woods addresses and explains 
the major themes that punctuate the period: the Cold War, the Civil Rights and Women's Rights 
movements, and other great changes that led to major realignments of American life. While political 
history is emphasized, Woods also discusses in equal measure cultural matters and socio-economic 
problems. Dramatic new patterns of immigration and migration characterized the period as much as 
the counterculture, the growth of television and the Internet, the interstate highway system, rock and 
roll, and the exploration of space. The pageantry, drama, irony, poignancy and humor of the American 
journey since World War II are all here.

Not English Only

This book examines American multilingualism.

Growing Up with America

When D. H. Lawrence wrote his classic study of American literature, he claimed that youth was the “true 
myth” of America. Beginning from this assertion, Emily A. Murphy traces the ways that youth began to 
embody national hopes and fears at a time when the United States was transitioning to a new position 
of world power. In the aftermath of World War II, persistent calls for the nation to “grow up” and move 
beyond innocence became common, and the child that had long served as a symbol of the nation 
was suddenly discarded in favor of a rebellious adolescent. This era marked the beginning of a crisis 
of identity, where literary critics and writers both sought to redefine U.S. national identity in light of the 
nation’s new global position. The figure of the adolescent is central to an understanding of U.S. national 
identity, both past and present, and of the cultural forms (e.g., literature) that participate in the ongoing 
process of representing the diverse experiences of Americans. In tracing the evolution of this youthful 
figure, Murphy revisits classics of American literature, including J. D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye 
and Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita, alongside contemporary bestsellers. The influence of the adolescent 
on some of America’s greatest writers demonstrates the endurance of the myth that Lawrence first 
identified in 1923 and signals a powerful link between youth and one of the most persistent questions 
for the nation: What does it mean to be an American?

The Chinese Exclusion Act: What It Can Teach Us about America

This book explores two critical strands in American Studies: policy conversations on legal and illegal 
immigration and social and educational conversations on diversity and multiculturalism. As author 
Benjamin Railton shows, a fresh look at the Chinese Exclusion Act overturns much of the received 
wisdom on immigration and American identity.

Reinventing The Melting Pot

Two dozen of the nation's top experts answer the question: Can the melting pot work today, as it did in 
the past, to forge a new America?

One America?

Presented by Renshon (political science, City U. of New York), 12 contributions examine identity politics 
in the United States from a number of ideological perspectives, exploring what it means to be an 
American and calling for various courses of action. Some argue that the problem can be found in the 
inability of our political leaders to show authenticity and courage in tackling racial differences. Other 
articles suggest that affirmative action, school integration, and other initiatives that have hitherto been 
based on race should instead be based on class, in order to broaden public acceptance and address 
real inequalities. Still other viewpoints argue that increased immigration is a divisive problem, that the 



Civil Rights Act of 1964 paved the way for a dangerous emphasis on multiculturalism; and they criticize 
Bill Clinton's initiative on race as empty, scripted public relations events. c. Book News Inc.

Our America

Arguing that the contemporary commitment to the importance of cultural identity has renovated rather 
than replaced an earlier commitment to racial identity, Walter Benn Michaels asserts that the idea of 
culture, far from constituting a challenge to racism, is actually a form of racism. Our America offers 
both a provocative reinterpretation of the role of identity in modernism and a sustained critique of 
the role of identity in postmodernism. "We have a great desire to be supremely American," Calvin 
Coolidge wrote in 1924. That desire, Michaels tells us, is at the very heart of American modernism, 
giving form and substance to a cultural movement that would in turn redefine America's cultural and 
collective identity--ultimately along racial lines. A provocative reinterpretation of American modernism, 
Our America also offers a new way of understanding current debates over the meaning of race, 
identity, multiculturalism, and pluralism. Michaels contends that the aesthetic movement of modernism 
and the social movement of nativism came together in the 1920s in their commitment to resolve the 
meaning of identity--linguistic, national, cultural, and racial. Just as the Johnson Immigration Act of 
1924, which excluded aliens, and the Indian Citizenship Act of the same year, which honored the 
truly native, reconceptualized national identity, so the major texts of American writers such as Cather, 
Faulkner, Hurston, and Williams reinvented identity as an object of pathos--something that can be lost 
or found, defended or betrayed. Our America is both a history and a critique of this invention, tracing its 
development from the white supremacism of the Progressive period through the cultural pluralism of 
the Twenties. Michaels's sustained rereading of the texts of the period--the canonical, the popular, and 
the less familiar--exposes recurring concerns such as the reconception of the image of the Indian as 
a symbol of racial purity and national origins, the relation between World War I and race, contradictory 
appeals to the family as a model for the nation, and anxieties about reproduction that subliminally tie 
whiteness and national identity to incest, sterility, and impotence.

Translation Nation

From the Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author of the smash hit Deep Down Dark, a definitive 
tour of the Spanish-speaking United States—a parallel nation, 35 million strong, that is changing the 
very notion of what it means to be an American in unprecedented and unexpected ways. Tobar begins 
on familiar terrain, in his native Los Angeles, with his family's story, along with that of two brothers of 
Mexican origin with very different interpretations of Americanismo, or American identity as seen through 
a Latin American lens—one headed for U.S. citizenship and the other for the wrong side of the law and 
the south side of the border. But this is just a jumping-off point. Soon we are in Dalton, Georgia, the 
most Spanish-speaking town in the Deep South, and in Rupert, Idaho, where the most popular radio 
DJ is known as "El Chupacabras." By the end of the book, we have traveled from the geographical 
extremes into the heartland, exploring the familiar complexities of Cuban Miami and the brand-new 
ones of a busy Omaha INS station. Sophisticated, provocative, and deeply human, Translation Nation 
uncovers the ways that Hispanic Americans are forging new identities, redefining the experience of the 
American immigrant, and reinventing the American community. It is a book that rises, brilliantly, to meet 
one of the most profound shifts in American identity.

Redefining Southern Culture

Cobb, "surveys the remarkable story of southern identity and its persistence in the face of sweeping 
changes in the South's economy, society and political structure."--dust jacket.

Obama's America

Our national identity is defined by what it means to be an American and whom we include and why when 
we talk about “the American people.” A country’s national identity is fluid, and Ian Reifowitz argues that 
President Barack Obama, by emphasizing the ideals Americans hold dear, hopes to redefine ours in 
a fundamental way. Obama’s conception of America emphasizes two principles of national unity: First, 
all Americans, regardless of their heritage and cultural traditions, should identify with America as their 
country, based upon shared democratic values, a shared history, and a shared fate. Second, America 
should embrace all its citizens as active participants in one “family.” Reifowitz explores Obama’s belief 
that strengthening our common bonds will encourage Americans to rectify the injustices and heal 
the racial divisions that still plague our country. We have the opportunity to demonstrate to the world 



that a society of many races and cultures can truly become one people. In facing terrorism, violent 
fundamentalism, and other security issues, Obama’s response centers on a powerful, inspiring, and 
truly inclusive American narrative. By bolstering America’s identity as diverse yet unified, he aims both 
to counter the anxieties and fears that radicalism stokes and give proponents of religious and political 
freedom a model they can defend. The stakes couldn’t be any higher in determining America’s future.

One America, Indivisible

This provocative and rich volume charts the post-9/11 debates and practice of multiculturalism, 
pinpointing their political and cultural implications in the United States and Europe.

American Multiculturalism After 9/11

Examines the impact other civilizations and their values have had on American national identity, 
describing the contributions other countries, including Britain, Spain, Mexico, and France, have had 
on various aspects of American culture and history.

Who Are We?

Essay from the year 2017 in the subject Didactics - English - Literature, Works, , language: English, 
abstract: "The Namesake" is the first novel from Pulitzer-winner Jhumpa Lahiri, focusing on the division 
between assimilated American children and Indian migrants. The author analyzes Ganguli family, 
beginning with Ashoke’s close confrontation with death when he gets through a train crash in his 
homeland, India. Apparently, this took place when he was reading his cherished novel by Nikolai Gogol. 
During his stay in the United States of America with his wife, he chooses to name his newborn child 
Gogol, which was a pet name. Later, this turns out to be his official name, and Gogol is oblivious of the 
importance behind it. Thus, this piece analyses the American identity in the novel, The Namesake by 
exploring the role of family, culture, and environment in shaping American identity

Analyzing American Identity in Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake

Are you an American? According to the U.S. Census Bureau, increasing numbers of people are claiming 
"American" as their national ancestry. In our melting pot of cultures, they are taking a stand as authentic 
representatives of the American nation. This growing social phenomenon serves as the launching point 
for a discussion of what twenty-first century Americanism means--its roots and its significance--and the 
unrelenting assault from multiculturalists who believe that the term "American" either signifies nothing 
or is a badge of shame. Author James S. Robbins describes the foundations of the American ideal, 
the core set of beliefs that define American values, and the ways in which these standards have been 
undermined and corrupted. He also makes the case for the benefits of an objective standard of what 
it means to be an American and for returning to the values that turned America from an undeveloped 
wilderness to the most exceptional country in the world.

Native Americans

American Identities is a dazzling array of primary documents and critical essays culled from American 
history, literature, memoir, and popular culture that explore major currents and trends in American 
history from 1945 to the present. Charts the rich multiplicity of American identities through the different 
lenses of race, class, and gender, and shaped by common historical social processes such as 
migration, families, work, and war. Includes editorial introductions for the volume and for each reading, 
and study questions for each selection. Enables students to engage in the history-making proce.

American Identities

Life in America: Identity and Everyday Experience is a fascinating collection of readings that explores 
how people negotiate identity in the United States today. Brings together readings that provide a 
thoroughly engaging and fascinating look at central issues of identity and what it means to be American. 
Explores the tension between identity and identification to help readers begin to understand how people 
creatively confront the perks and perils of identity in the United States. Offers a look at a wide range of 
subjects including: violence and video games, queer pilgrimages to San Francisco, Filipina critiques of 
"sleeping around," and the significance of "lowriders" in Hispano/Chicano culture.

Life in America



In the second half of the eighteenth century, motherhood came to be viewed as women's most important 
social role, and the figure of the good mother was celebrated as a moral force in American society. Nora 
Doyle shows that depictions of motherhood in American culture began to define the ideal mother by her 
emotional and spiritual roles rather than by her physical work as a mother. As a result of this new vision, 
lower-class women and non-white women came to be excluded from the identity of the good mother 
because American culture defined them in terms of their physical labor. However, Doyle also shows that 
childbearing women contradicted the ideal of the disembodied mother in their personal accounts and 
instead perceived motherhood as fundamentally defined by the work of their bodies. Enslaved women 
were keenly aware that their reproductive bodies carried a literal price, while middle-class and elite 
white women dwelled on the physical sensations of childbearing and childrearing. Thus motherhood 
in this period was marked by tension between the lived experience of the maternal body and the 
increasingly ethereal vision of the ideal mother that permeated American print culture.

Maternal Bodies

Amidst discontent over diversity, racial identity is a lens through which many US white Americans now 
view the political world.

White Identity Politics

Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American Style

Dress Casual

There is a rich body of literature on the experience of Japanese immigrants in the United States, and 
there are also numerous accounts of the cultural dislocation felt by American expats in Japan. But what 
happens when Japanese Americans, born and raised in the United States, are the ones living abroad 
in Japan? Redefining Japaneseness chronicles how Japanese American migrants to Japan navigate 
and complicate the categories of Japanese and “foreigner.” Drawing from extensive interviews and 
fieldwork in the Tokyo area, Jane H. Yamashiro tracks the multiple ways these migrants strategically 
negotiate and interpret their daily interactions. Following a diverse group of subjects—some of only 
Japanese ancestry and others of mixed heritage, some fluent in Japanese and others struggling with 
the language, some from Hawaii and others from the US continent—her study reveals wide variations 
in how Japanese Americans perceive both Japaneseness and Americanness. Making an important 
contribution to both Asian American studies and scholarship on transnational migration, Redefining 
Japaneseness critically interrogates the common assumption that people of Japanese ancestry identify 
as members of a global diaspora. Furthermore, through its close examination of subjects who migrate 
from one highly-industrialized nation to another, it dramatically expands our picture of the migrant 
experience.

Redefining Japaneseness

La transculturalité constitue une nouvelle façon de concevoir les cultures, c’est-àdire non plus comme 
des îlots distincts, mais plutôt comme des réseaux interactifs de sens et de pratiques. Ces identités 
transculturelles qui n’entrent pas aisément dans le seul moule d’une nation ou d’une ethnie abondent 
particulièrement dans les Amériques, par exemple les Chicanos, les Franco-Ontariens, les Créoles 
et les immigrants de deuxième et de troisième génération. De Québec à l’Argentine, cet ouvrage 
se penche sur ces identités qui se construisent au carrefour de la similitude et de la différence. -- 
Transculturality is a new way of viewing culture that sees cultures not as separate islands that are 
easily differentiated from one another, but as connected and interacting webs of meaning and practice. 
The Americas in particular offer many examples of transcultural identities that do not fit easily into 
one national or ethnic mold: Chicanos, Franco-Ontarians, Creoles, and second and third generation 
immigrants. From Quebec to Argentina, this volume explores these identities which create themselves 
in a space between sameness and difference.

Amériques Transculturelles

This book explores public opinion about being and becoming American, and its implications for 
contemporary immigration debates. It focuses on the causes and consequences of two aspects of 
American identity: how people define being American and whether people think of themselves primarily 
as American rather than as members of a panethnic or national origin group. Importantly, the book 



evaluates the claim - made by scholars and pundits alike - that all Americans should prioritize their 
American identity instead of an ethnic or national origin identity. It finds that national identity within 
American democracy can be a blessing or a curse. It can enhance participation, trust, and obligation. 
But it can be a curse when perceptions of deviation lead to threat and resentment. It can also be a 
curse for minorities who are attached to their American identity but also perceive discrimination. The 
notion of American identity is a predisposition that the government has good reason to cultivate, but 
also good reason to approach with caution.

Americanism in the Twenty-First Century

A band of rebels seeks to create an independent country for White people by seceding from the United 
States. The leader of the group wants to call the new country the American Federal Republic, and has 
designed a red, white, and blue flag of stars and stripes very similar to the flag of the United States. 
One member of the group, however, wants to call the new country Solutria, and has created a flag 
with a completely different design and color scheme. In order to succeed, the group must obtain arms 
from Argentina. The President of Argentina is considering whether to provide them with the arms that 
they need, but there is one catch. He is running for reelection, and the United States has become very 
unpopular in Argentina and throughout the world. If he can persuade the voters that he is supporting 
a completely new country that is ready to put a knife into the United States, then he will win reelection. 
But if his opponent can persuade the voters that he is supporting United States Version Two, then his 
opponent will win. Written in the Classical style pioneered by Ryan Andrews in his novel The Birth of 
Prudence, this novel contains an extended discussion about what it means to be American.

The American Identity

A interdisciplinary introduction to American culture, American Cultural Studies examines the tensions 
that exist within the multifaceted and multicultural mix of American life. Exploring the changing debates 
throughout the century, specific consideration is given to issues such as race and religion, gender 
and sexuality, and youth. The volume draws on literature, art, film, theatre, architecture and music, 
employing techniques and arguments both from traditional analysis and cultural studies. Through 
examining forms of cultural expression in relation to their contexts, this book highlights American 
distinctiveness and is sure to challenge orthodox paradigms of American Studies.

American Cultural Studies

Immigration, race, ethnicity, colonialism -- Colliding peoples in eastern North America, 1600-1780 -- An 
Anglo-American republic? Racial citizenship, 1760-1860 -- The border crossed us : Euro-Americans 
take the continent, 1830-1900 -- The great wave, 1870-1930 -- Cementing hierarchy : issues and 
interpretations, 1870-1930 -- White people's America, 1924-1965 -- New migrants from new places, 
since 1965 -- Redefining membership amid multiplicity, since 1965 -- The return of white supremacy?

Almost All Aliens

Latinos across the United States are redefining identities, pushing boundaries, and awakening political-
ly in powerful and surprising ways. Many—Afrolatino, indigenous, Muslim, queer and undocumented, 
living in large cities and small towns—are voices who have been chronically overlooked in how the 
diverse population of almost sixty million Latinos in the U.S. has been represented. No longer. In this 
empowering cross-country travelogue, journalist and activist Paola Ramos embarks on a journey to find 
the communities of people defining the controversial term, “Latinx.” She introduces us to the indigenous 
Oaxacans who rebuilt the main street in a post-industrial town in upstate New York, the “Las Poderosas” 
who fight for reproductive rights in Texas, the musicians in Milwaukee whose beats reassure others 
of their belonging, as well as drag queens, environmental activists, farmworkers, and the migrants 
detained at our border. Drawing on intensive field research as well as her own personal story, Ramos 
chronicles how “Latinx” has given rise to a sense of collectivity and solidarity among Latinos unseen 
in this country for decades. A vital and inspiring work of reportage, Finding Latinx calls on all of us to 
expand our understanding of what it means to be Latino and what it means to be American. The first 
step towards change, writes Ramos, is for us to recognize who we are.

Finding Latinx



Through the examination of literary works by twentieth and twenty-first century American authors, this 
book shows how literature can allow us to cope with difficult periods of history (slavery, the Great 
Depression, the AIDS crisis, etc.) and give hope for a brighter future when those realities are confronted 
head-on.

History and Hope in American Literature

"When Joseph Nathaniel Beckles registered for the draft in the 1942, he rejected the racial categories 
presented to him and persuaded the registrar to cross out the check mark she had placed next 
to Negro and substitute "Ethiopian Hebrew." "God did not make us Negroes," declared religious 
leaders in black communities of the early twentieth-century urban North. They insisted that so-called 
Negroes are, in reality, Ethiopian Hebrews, Asiatic Muslims, or raceless children of God. Rejecting 
conventional American racial classification, many black southern migrants and immigrants from the 
Caribbean embraced these alternative visions of black history, racial identity, and collective future, 
thereby reshaping the black religious and racial landscape. Focusing on the Moorish Science Temple, 
the Nation of Islam, Father Divine's Peace Mission Movement, and a number of congregations of 
Ethiopian Hebrews, Judith Weisenfeld argues that the appeal of these groups lay not only in the new 
religious opportunities membership provided, but also in the novel ways they formulated a religio-racial 
identity. Arguing that members of these groups understood their religious and racial identities as 
divinely-ordained and inseparable, the book examines how this sense of self shaped their conceptions 
of their bodies, families, religious and social communities, space and place, and political sensibilities. 
Weisenfeld draws on extensive archival research and incorporates a rich array of sources to highlight 
the experiences of average members."--Publisher's description.

New World A-Coming
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