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This content explores the biblical foundations underpinning Baptist churches, providing a deep dive into 
contemporary ecclesiology. It examines how scriptural principles shape their unique church doctrine, 
governance, and practices within the modern Christian landscape, offering insights into Baptist identity.

Students can use these lecture notes to reinforce classroom learning or self-study.

We truly appreciate your visit to our website.
The document Biblical Foundations Baptist Churches you need is ready to access 
instantly.
Every visitor is welcome to download it for free, with no charges at all.

The originality of the document has been carefully verified.
We focus on providing only authentic content as a trusted reference.
This ensures that you receive accurate and valuable information.

We are happy to support your information needs.
Don’t forget to come back whenever you need more documents.
Enjoy our service with confidence.

Across countless online repositories, this document is in high demand.
You are fortunate to find it with us today.
We offer the entire version Biblical Foundations Baptist Churches at no cost.

Biblical Foundations for Baptist Churches

An updated examination of ecclesiology from a Baptist perspective In this useful book, professor and 
former pastor John Hammett helps church leaders think through foundational questions about the 
nature of the church. Blending biblical teaching and practical ministry experience, Hammett presents 
a comprehensive ecclesiology from a historic Baptist perspective, examining crucial contemporary 
issues such as church discipline, the role of elders, and church ministry in a post-Christian culture. 
This second edition contains updates throughout, including: · Substantive changes to chapters on the 
nature of the church, Baptist church polity, and deacons · An expanded chapter on baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper · A thoroughly revised chapter on church models like multisite churches and missional 
churches · A brand-new chapter on meaningful church membership

Baptist Foundations

In this volume, representatives of several North American Baptist seminaries and a Baptist university 
make the exegetical and theological case for a Baptist polity. Right polity, they argue, is congrega-
tionalism, elder leadership, diaconal service, regenerate church membership, church discipline, and a 
Baptist approach to the ordinances.

ECCLESIA SEMPER REFORMANDA EST

This book on ecclesiology celebrates the life and work of Stanley K. Fowler, a professor at Heritage 
College & Seminary, Cambridge, Ontario. In view of Dr. Fowler's seventieth birthday, some of his 
colleagues have come together to honour him through the publication of this festschrift.

Manual of Theology

The Southern Baptist Convention is currently facing issues that challenge its identity, heritage, and 
future. In The SBC and the 21st Century, key leaders—including Jason Allen, Frank Page, Ronnie Floyd, 
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Thom Rainer, Albert Mohler, Paige Patterson, David Platt, and Danny Akin—address critical issues 
such as: · Will the SBC grow more unified around shared convictions and mission or will it fragment 
over secondary concerns and tertiary doctrinal differences? · Will the SBC be able to maintain a distinct 
Baptist identity while engaging and partnering with the broader evangelical community? · Will the SBC 
be willing to reimagine its structures, programs, and efforts to effectively reach the world for Christ or 
will it risk being a past-tense denomination? This volume not only promotes meaningful dialogue, it 
calls leaders throughout the SBC into action. Extensive thought, research, assessment, and wisdom 
from some of the SBC’s brightest minds have been poured into this volume with the intent of rendering 
a helpful contribution to SBC life that will propel forward the collective work of Southern Baptists well 
into the 21st century.

The SBC and the 21st Century

An updated edition of the essential guide for following the proper rules of procedure in church, 
denominational convention, or other religious business meetings.

A Parliamentary Guide for Church Leaders

Leading evangelical mission experts offer a comprehensive theology of mission text, providing biblical, 
historical, and contemporary perspectives.

Encountering Theology of Mission

This title offers a comprehensive analysis of Baptist theology. Embracing in one common trajectory the 
major Baptist confessions of faith, the major Baptist theologians, and the principal Baptist theological 
movements and controversies, this book spans four centuries of Baptist doctrinal history. Acknowledg-
ing first the pre-1609 roots (patristic, medieval, and Reformational) of Baptist theology, it examines the 
Arminian versus Calvinist issues that were first expressed by the General Baptists and the Particular 
Baptists; that dominated English and American Baptist theology during the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries from Helwys and Smyth and from Bunyan and Kiffin to Gill, Fuller, Backus, and Boyce; and, 
that were quickened by the 'awakenings' and the missionary movement. Concurrently there were the 
Baptist defense of the Baptist distinctives vis-a-vis the pedobaptist world and the unfolding of a strong 
Baptist confessional tradition. Then during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries the liberal versus 
evangelical issues became dominant with Hovey, Strong, Rauschenbusch, and Henry in the North 
and Mullins, Conner, Hobbs, and Criswell in the South even as a distinctive Baptist Landmarkism 
developed, the discipline of biblical theology was practiced and a structured ecumenism was pursued. 
Missiology both impacted Baptist theology and took it to all the continents, where it became increasingly 
indigenous. Conscious that Baptists belong to the free churches and to the believers' churches, a new 
generation of Baptist theologians at the advent of the twenty-first century appears somewhat more 
Calvinist than Arminian and decidedly more evangelical than liberal.

Polity

The Baptist Story is a narrative history spanning over four centuries of a diverse group of people living 
among distinct cultures on separate continents while finding their identity in Christ and expressing 
their faith as Baptists. Baptist historians Anthony Chute, Nathan Finn, and Michael Haykin highlight the 
Baptist transition from a despised sect to a movement of global influence. Each chapter includes stories 
of people who made this history so fascinating. Although the emphasis is on the English-speaking 
world, The Baptist Story integrates stories of non-English-speaking Baptists, ethnic minorities, women, 
and minority theological traditions, all within the context of historic, orthodox Christianity. This volume 
provides more than just the essential events and necessary names to convey the grand history. It also 
addresses questions that students of Baptist history frequently ask, includes prayers and hymns of 
those who experienced hope and heartbreak, and directs the reader’s attention to the mission of the 
church as a whole. Written with an irenic tone and illustrated with photographs in every chapter, The 
Baptist Story is ideally suited for graduate and undergraduate courses, as well as group study in the 
local church.

Baptist Theology

Teaching for Spiritual Growth is a textbook that explains what it means to be spiritually mature and how 
churches can help people achieve spiritual growth.

The Baptist Story



Thomas offers practical, biblical instruction on a wide range of issues involving individual and corporate 
participation and responsibility in the life of a local church. (Christian)

Teaching for Spiritual Growth

What is a church? This can be a difficult question to answer and Christians have offered a variety of 
perspectives. Gregg Allison thus explores and synthesizes all that Scripture affirms about the new 
covenant people of God, capturing a full picture of the biblical church. He covers the topics of the 
church’s identity and characteristics; its growth through purity, unity, and discipline; its offices and 
leadership structures; its ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper; and its ministries. Here is a rich 
approach to ecclesiology consisting of sustained doctrinal reflection and wise, practical application. 
Part of the Foundations of Evangelical Theology series.

Life in the Body of Christ

This new volume aims to create, as much as possible, a helpful “go-to” volume for “Religious Liberty 
101’ conversations in the present day for pastors, church leaders, professors and other like-minded 
evangelicals.

Sojourners and Strangers

The Oxford Handbook of Ecclesiology is a unique scholarly resource for the study of the Christian 
Church as we find it in the Bible, in history and today. As the scholarly study of how we understand the 
Christian Church's identity and mission, ecclesiology is at the centre of today's theological research, re-
flection, and debate. Ecclesiology is the theological driver of the ecumenical movement. The main focus 
of the intense ecumenical engagement and dialogue of the past half-century has been ecclesiological 
and this is the area where the most intractable differences remain to be tackled Ecclesiology investi-
gates the Church's manifold self-understanding in relation to a number of areas: the origins, structures, 
authority, doctrine, ministry, sacraments, unity, diversity, and mission of the Church, including its relation 
to the state and to society and culture. The sources of ecclesiological reflection are the Bible (interpreted 
in the light of scholarly research), Church history and the wealth of the Christian theological tradition, 
together with the information and insights that emerge from other relevant academic disciplines. This 
Handbook considers the biblical resources, historical development, and contemporary initiatives in 
ecclesiology. It offers invaluable and comprehensive guide to understanding the Church.

First Freedom

In Ordained Ministry in Free Church Perspective Jan Martijn Abrahamse offers a methodologically 
innovative way to understand ordained ministry in terms of covenantal theology by returning to the life 
and thought of the English Separatist Robert Browne (c. 1550-1633).

The Oxford Handbook of Ecclesiology

Is believer’s baptism the clear teaching of the New Testament Scriptures? What are the historical and 
theological challenges to believer’s baptism? What are the practical applications for believer’s baptism 
today? Volume two in the NEW AMERICAN COMMENTARY STUDIES IN BIBLE & THEOLOGY 
(NACSBT) series for pastors, advanced Bible students, and other deeply committed laypersons 
addresses these compelling questions. Indeed, Believer’s Baptism begins with the belief that believer’s 
baptism (as opposed to infant baptism or other faith proclaiming methods) is the clear teaching of 
the New Testament. Along the way, the argument is supported by written contributions from Andreas 
Kostenberger, Robert Stein, Thomas Schreiner, Stephen Wellum, Steve McKinion, Jonathan Rainbow, 
Shawn Wright, and Mark Dever. Users will find this an excellent extension of the long-respected NEW 
AMERICAN COMMENTARY.

Ordained Ministry in Free Church Perspective

Dr. JM Carroll's "The Trail of Blood" is a great historical premise concerning the beginnings of the church 
from "Christ it's founder, till the current day". Written in the early 20th century, Dr. Carroll details the 
history and plight of TRUE bible believers throughout time. Still as relevant today as it was almost 100 
years ago, this timeless classic is a must-have part of any Christian's personal reading collection.

Believer's Baptism



A Bible-based study of church membership and church discipline with contributions from respected 
theologians including Mark E. Dever, Thomas R. Schreiner, Bruce Riley Ashford, Danny Akin, John S. 
Hammett, Benjamin L. Merkle, Nathan A. Finn, Gregory A. Wills, and Andrew M. Davis.

The Trail of Blood

This newest contribution to the 40 Questions series continues the tradition of excellent research pre-
sented in clear, user-friendly writing. 40 Questions About Salvation makes sense of one of Christianity's 
most disputed doctrines, covering the most common and difficult questions about election, the order of 
salvation, and perseverance of the saints. This volume will help pastors, college and seminary students, 
and all Christians who want to grow in their understanding of what the Bible teaches about salvation. 
Each chapter is succinct and readable, with a bibliography of additional resources for those who wish 
to study further.

Those Who Must Give an Account

Numerous trends are presently converging in ways that make this moment in mission history significant. 
These include the growth of short-term service, the multiplication of mission organizations, local 
churches sending missionaries without an agency, and the internationalization of missions. It is crucial 
in the midst of such change that we not lose connection with the New Testament model of the missionary 
apostles. Apostles, now commonly called missionaries, are God's gift for the initial planting phase of 
the church among every people, to the end of the age. This unique church-planting role is the forgotten 
foundation of the church. Much of the ineffectiveness in missions is due to our attempts to build Christ's 
church on a different foundation. This book will examine five critical questions from the perspective 
of biblical scholarship, history, and contemporary experience: Why are missions-minded Evangelicals 
reluctant to identify missionaries as apostles, considering that the two words have the same root 
meaning? How is apostolos used in the New Testament, and specifically, is it sometimes used as a 
designation for missionaries? How should we conceptualize an ongoing role for missionary apostles 
that does not detract from the crucial, unique role of the original Apostles? What ministry pattern does 
the New Testament record from the lives of the early missionary apostles? How should an awareness 
of missionary apostles guide our mission efforts today?

40 Questions About Salvation

Ours is an anti-polity age, perhaps more than any other time in the history of the church. Yet polity 
remains as important now as it was in the New Testament. What then is a right or biblical polity? The 
contributors to this volume make an exegetical and theological case for a Baptist polity. Right polity, 
they argue, is congregationalism, elder leadership, diaconal service, regenerate church membership, 
church discipline, and a Baptist approach to the ordinances. Each section explores the pastoral 
applications of these arguments. How do congregationalism and elder leadership work together? When 
should a church practice church discipline? How can one church work with another in matters of 
membership and discipline? To be read sequentially or used as a reference guide, Baptist Foundations 
provides a contemporary treatment of Baptist church government and structures, the first of its kind in 
decades.

Baptist Church Covenants

Benjamin L. Merkle is professor of New Testament at Malaysia Baptist Theological Seminary and is 
the author of numerous articles, which have appeared in journals such as JETS and Trinity Journal. 
He earned his Ph.D. from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he wrote his dissertation on 
deacons and elders.

The Ongoing Role of Apostles in Missions

Going Public builds a theological case for why baptism is required for church membership, answers 
objections, and applies this theological vision to the local church’s practice of baptism, the Lord’s 
Supper, and church membership.

Baptist Foundations



Patient's life and ministry provide helpful data on what it means to be a Baptist, even though he is 
unknown by most Baptist historians. He will be shown to be an English Puritan then an American 
Baptist then an English Particular Baptist all culminating in his foundational role in establishing the 
Baptist movement in Ireland.

40 Questions about the End Times

The Christian church confesses "one baptism." But the church's answers to how, whom and when to 
baptize, and even what it means or does, are famously varied. This book provides a forum for thoughtful 
proponents of three principal evangelical views to state their case, respond to the others, and then 
provide a summary response and statement. Sinclair Ferguson sets out the case for infant baptism, 
Bruce Ware presents the case for believers' baptism, and Anthony Lane argues for a mixed practice. 
As with any good conversation on a controversial topic, this book raises critical issues, challenges 
preconceptions and discloses the soft points in each view. Evangelicals who wish to understand better 
their own church's practice or that of their neighbor, or who perhaps are uncertain of their own views, 
will value this incisive book.

Going Public

A contemporary evaluation of the history and present status of Southern Baptist Missions For more 
than 175 years the International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention has been sending 
missionaries around the world to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. It has also developed strategies 
and methods that have been adopted by numerous other missions groups. Make Disciples of All 
Nations tells the story of this groundbreaking organization, including its most recent developments. 
Besides recounting its historical development, the contributors to this volume critically evaluate the 
IMB's strategies and methods, as well as examine its controversies, regional developments, and 
organizational changes. The concluding chapter explores how Southern Baptist missions can best 
adapt to an era of global Christianity. Students, missionaries, and those involved in supporting them 
will be informed and encouraged by this account of one of the oldest and largest missions organizations 
in the world.

Thomas Patient

First Freedom is an important gathering of messages from a recent conference on religious liberty 
held at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Editor Jason B. Duesing explains: "The purpose 
of this collection is, first, to provide an introductory look into the biblical and historical foundations 
of religious liberty combined with several instances of contemporary expression and defense for the 
purpose of instruction, edification, and encouragement to all who take the time to read this volume. 
Second, however, we wish to remind Baptists in the twenty-first century of the price that was paid by 
their forefathers for the establishment and defense of religious liberty. To be sure, there were people 
of various religious and denominational preferences that providence used to implement the religious 
freedoms now enjoyed by all, but for Baptists to overlook the contribution of their own would be a 
travesty."

Baptism

Here, a team of award-winning teaching scholars has come together to create an introductory text 
that offers a truly unique and innovative contribution to the discipline of theological studies. This "first 
book" provides students of any religious tradition with the foundational skills, vocabulary, conceptual 
understanding, and research abilities that they need to succeed in theology and religious studies. 
Theological Foundationsprovides the following: Ten chapters that introduce the major sub-disciplines 
of theology creating a well-rounded source for understanding the discipline as a whole Contributions 
that are clear, accessible, and steeped in content A strong basis for vigorous intellectual and personal 
exploration of life and our relation to God Flexibility that allows the instructor to assign readings in any 
order that fits his or her syllabus A one-of-a-kind, integrated library research component, "From the 
Reference Librarian," which teaches students the foundational skills needed for successful study in 
theology and in any academic discipline

Make Disciples of All Nations



The Puritans hounded the Baptists out of Massachusetts Bay Colony. Four hundred years later, Baptists 
are the second-largest religious group in America, and their influence matches their numbers. Yet the 
historical legacy, and the inherently fractured nature of their faith, makes Baptists ever wary of threats 
from within as well as without. Kidd and Hankins, both practicing Baptists, weave the threads of Baptist 
history alongside those of American history to show how one religious denomination was transformed 
from persecuted minority into a leading actor on the national stage, with profound implications for 
American society and culture.

First Freedom

Church membership is not just a status, it’s an office. Leaders shouldn’t fire members from the 
responsibilities given to them by Jesus—they should train them! When members are trained, the church 
grows in holiness and love, discipleship and mission. Complacency and nominalism are diminished. 
Jesus gives every church member an office in the church’s government: to assume final responsibility 
for guarding the what and the who of the gospel in the church and its ministry. Similarly, Jesus gives 
leaders to the church for equipping the members to do this church-building and mission-accomplishing 
work. In our day, the tasks of reinvigorating congregational authority and elder authority must work 
together. The vision of congregationalism pictured in this book offers an integrated view of the Christian 
life. Congregationalism is biblical, but biblical congregationalism just might look a little different than you 
expect. It is nothing less than Jesus’ authorization for living out his kingdom rule among a people on 
mission.

Theological Foundations

In the first comprehensive treatment of the role of churches in the processes that led to the American 
Civil War, C.C. Goen suggests that when Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist churches divided along 
lines of North and South in the antebellum controversy over slavery, they severed an important bond 
of national union. The forebodings of church leaders and other contemporary observers about the 
probability of disastrous political consequences were well-founded. The denominational schisms, as 
irreversible steps along the nation's tortuous course to violence, were both portent and catalyst to the 
imminent national tragedy. Caught in a quagmire of conflicting purposes, church leadership failed and 
Christian community broke down, presaging in a scenario of secession and conflict the impending crisis 
of the Union. As the churches chose sides over the supremely transcendent moral issue of slavery, 
so did the nation. Professor Goen, an eminent historian of American religion, does not seek in these 
pages the "causes" of the Civil War. Rather, he establishes evangelical Christianity as "a major bond 
of national unity" in antebellum America. His careful analysis and critical interpretation demonstrate 
that antebellum American churches -- committed to institutional growth, swayed by sectional interests, 
and silent about racial prejudice -- could neither contain nor redirect the awesome forces of national 
dissension. Their failure sealed the nation's fate. - Publisher.

Baptists in America

Historic and doctrinal perspectives and contemporary testimonies expound on the decision to be 
Baptist.

Don't Fire Your Church Members

Why I Am A Baptist presents twenty-seven Baptist leaders who stand at the end of one century looking 
into the promise of the next.

Broken Churches, Broken Nation

Arranged in a Q & A format, this volume tackles the major questions that pastors, church leaders, and 
students ask about congregational church government, a topic of much interest in the church today. 
It provides readers with a clear analysis of key biblical passages, succinct answers (4-8 pages each), 
and discussion questions. The unique format of the book allows the reader to pick and choose what 
issues are most pertinent to their interests and needs.

Why I Am a Baptist



This volume, edited by and contributed to primarily by African-American voices in the SBC, is one 
small effort to help remove the stain of racism from the SBC in pursuit of Christian unity in our beloved 
denomination.

Why I Am a Baptist

Renowned evangelical theologian Gerald Bray provides a clear and coherent account of the church 
in biblical, historical, and theological perspective. He tells the story of the church in its many manifes-
tations through time, starting with its appearance in the New Testament, moving through centuries of 
persecution and triumph, and discussing how and why the ancient church broke up at the Reformation. 
Along the way, Bray looks at the four classic marks of the church--its oneness, holiness, catholicity, 
and apostolicity--and illustrates how each of these marks has been understood by different Christian 
traditions. The book concludes with a look at the ecumenical climate of today and suggests ways that 
the four characteristics of the church can and should be manifested in our present global context. This 
accessible introduction to the church from an evangelical perspective explores ecclesiology through the 
lenses of church history and doctrine to reveal what it means for us today. Bray discusses the church 
as a living reality, offering practical ways churches and individuals can cooperate and live together.

40 Questions about Elders and Deacons

“In a rapidly changing world,... the central missionary vision of the church must be constantly renewed, 
lest its foundations become lost in the confusion of change or its practices trapped in missionary models 
of the past.” In this second edition of Missions, long-time missionary Gailyn Van Rheenen revises and 
updates his classic text on Christian missions, laying sound theological and strategic foundations for the 
missionary of today and tomorrow. Van Rheenen helps renew the missionary vision by discussing areas 
such as: The history of Christian mission, and how it affects where we are today Spiritual formation 
for God’s mission The missionary cycle Cross-cultural communication The character and calling of 
missionaries Types of missionaries Church maturation Selecting mission fields The role of money in 
missions Four levels of involvement in missions But Missions is more than blackboard theory. Written 
by a long-time missionary, it carries the conviction and insights of one who has lived his subject. 
Accessible to students, practitioners, and laypeople alike, Missions provides a primary go-to resource 
for understanding and becoming involved in the dynamic activity of world missions.

Removing the Stain of Racism from the Southern Baptist Convention

This comprehensive systematic theology by respected theologian Robert Letham covers the whole 
field of Reformed Christian doctrine from biblical, historical, and theological angles. Letham begins with 
God's ultimate selfrevelation as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in indivisible union, continuing 
on with the works of God in creation, providence, and grace. He draws deeply from Scripture and 
important voices from the church to provide a clear and concise articulation of the Reformed faith. He 
also addresses current issues such as feminism, charismatic gifts, sexual ethics, environmentalism, 
other religions, the nature of truth, and civil liberties. Each chapter is followed by discussion questions, 
with a glossary of terms included at the end. This work grounds theological understanding and practice 
in the life and ministry of the church, accessible to pastors, students, scholars, and anyone who desires 
to understand, believe, and live scriptural doctrine more fully.

The Church

Missions
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