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Delve into the critical urban issues impacting urban economic development today. This comprehensive
overview examines the multifaceted city development challenges, from infrastructure deficits to social
inequality, and explores strategies for fostering sustainable urban growth. Understand the complex
factors shaping economic policy in cities and their implications for future prosperity.
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Critical Issues in Urban Economic Development

Is local economic development a "zero-sum game"? How do we know that "but for the incentives”

the development would not have occurred? How important is "quality of life" in location decisions and
local economic development? Is industry targeting a viable economic development strategy? This book
tackles these and many other significant questionsufrom more than one perspective. Dilemmas of
Urban Economic Development assesses the "state of the art" of the field of urban economic devel-
opment. Each chapter addresses a particularly pertinent issue in economic development. Following
each chapter are commentariesuone written by an academic addressing research methodology and
the other by a practitioner addressing both the question and the evidence. The chapters are concluded
with the author of each chapter responding directly to the issues raised by the commentators. The
resultis a productive dialogue between academics, practitioners, and citizens concerned with economic
development.

Dilemmas of Urban Economic Development

This up-to-date review of the critical issues confronting cities and individuals examines the policy
implications of the difficult problems that will affect the future of urban America. Among the topics
covered are the income, opportunities, and quality of life of urban residents; family structure, poverty,
and the underclass; the redistribution of people and jobs in urban areas; urban economic growth
patterns; fiscal conditions in large cities; and essays on governance and the deteriorating state of cities'
aging infrastructures.

Urban Change and Poverty

In a world increasingly organised as networks of cities, this book offers the first full-length treatment
of the subject of managing the city economy. It explores key challenges and strategies, particularly
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in developing countries, where developmental deficits are greatest and almost all urban growth up to
2050 will take place. Adopting a practitioner’s perspective, theoretically grounded and international in
scope, this book is unique in its focus and endeavours to connect theory with practice. Through an
interdisciplinary and strategic approach, this book explores the challenges and options in managing
the contemporary city economy. It aims to illustrate the extent to which appropriate policy interventions
in the city economy could offer effective solutions to some of the most difficult social and environmental
challenges facing cities. The book comprises five main parts. Part | sets the scene and examines
contemporary processes that affect cities and explains the challenges they pose for city managers. Part
Il presents a selection of conceptual frameworks commonly used in urban economic analysis. Part Il
examines the management of sectoral growth, covering manufacturing, exports of services, transport
and logistics, and real estate. Part IV addresses urban poverty, low-carbon transition and the informal
economy. Part V focuses on laying the foundation for long-term city development, exploring the roles
of city development strategies, municipal finance, investment in people and appropriate infrastructure.
This book is designed for graduate courses in urban economic development, urban planning, urban
policy and public administration, and for professionals who are involved in the management of city
economies or/and conducting research, consultancy or policy advocacy for cities. Through critical
review of relevant debates and a dozen case studies this book will equip city managers with the
knowledge required to strengthen the performance of their city economy while delivering authentic and
sustainable development.

Managing the City Economy

For the first time in history, the majority of the world's population lives in urban areas. Much of this
urbanization has been fueled by the rapidly growing cities of the developing world, exemplified most
dramatically by booming megacities such as Lagos, Karachi, and Mumbai. In the coming years,

as both the number and scale of cities continue to increase, the most important matters of social
policy and economic development will necessarily be urban issues. Urbanization, across the world but
especially in Asia and Africa, is perhaps the critical issue of the twenty-first century. Global Urbanization
surveys essential dimensions of this growth and begins to formulate a global urban agenda for the
next half century. Drawing from many disciplines, the contributors tackle issues ranging from how
cities can keep up with fast-growing housing needs to the possibilities for public-private partnerships
in urban governance. Several essays address the role that cutting-edge technologies such as GIS
software, remote sensing, and predictive growth models can play in tracking and forecasting urban
growth. Reflecting the central importance of the Global South to twenty-first-century urbanism, the
volume includes case studies and examples from China, India, Uganda, Kenya, and Brazil. While

the challenges posed by large-scale urbanization are immense, the future of human development
requires that we find ways to promote socially inclusive growth, environmental sustainability, and
resilient infrastructure. The timely and relevant scholarship assembled in Global Urbanization will be of
great interest to scholars and policymakers in demography, geography, urban studies, and international
development.

Global Urbanization

The factors that make some cities more successful has become an increasingly important policy issue.
This book is the first to explore facets of competitiveness in a systematic way that combines theory,
evidence and policy implications. Bringing together experts on urban economic performance, it provides
a new look at urban competitiveness.

Urban Competitiveness

Two decades after Harvey Molotch’s “city as a growth machine,” this book offers a unique, critical
assessment of his thesis.

The Urban Growth Machine

This book, by adopting a property perspective, seeks to evaluate linkages between urban regeneration
and the development-investment processes. The risk element in major development schemes can be
high to both financiers and developers, and the cushioning of risk and more effective public-private
sector partnerships are likely to set the agenda for regeneration mechanisms in Europe throughout the
1990s. In considering property investment and development, this book appraises existing initiatives,
mechanisms and approaches to urban hierarchy. Only by evaluating current practice can a better



understanding of the factors, including market behaviour and the impact of policy directions, be
assessed. The opening of the book focuses upon the private sector, market forces, the role of the
financial institutions and international property portfolios. Emphasis in the second part is placed upon
the integration of regeneration, local economic development, and specifically the role of the public
sector. Key issues include the impact of policy directions, and the ability of government to lever private
sector monies and act as a facilitator of regeneration by creating the opportunity for development.
Finally, the book concentrates on an evaluation of key regeneration mechanisms entailing publi-private
partnerships, enterprise zones, urban development corporations, regeneration trusts and projects.
The editors of the book, through their specialist interest in planning, urban economic development,
property investment and performance, possess considerable research expertise in the evaluation of
urban regeneration initiatives. Research has been conducted at international, national and local levels
focusing upon different practices, mechanisms and policies, involving commissioned work for public
and private sector agencies.

Urban Regeneration

"The essays in this book are drawn from the first international conference held in Singapore on the
subject of Quality of Life in Cities. Grouped in three broad categories, the papers discuss issues of
definition and measurement of quality of life in cities, quality of life studies conducted in particular
countries and alternative perspectives and approaches for future quality of life study. The book seeks
to introduce the reader to the breadth of critical issues and options available in the study of urban
quality of life."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights
Reserved

Urban Quality of Life

This volume describes African cities in transition, and the economic, socio-political, and environmental
challenges resulting from rapid post-colonial urbanization. As the African continent continues to
transition from urban configurations inherited from colonial influences and history, it faces issues
such as urban slum expansion, increased demands for energy and clean water, lack of adequate
public transportation, high levels of inequality among different socio-economic population strata, and
inadequate urban governance, planning, and policies. African cities in transition need to reconsider
current policies and developmental trajectories to facilitate and sustain economic growth and Africa’s
strategic repositioning in the world. Written by an international team of scholars and practitioners, this
volume uses case studies to focus on key issues and developmental challenges in selected African
cities. Topics include but are not limited to, smart cities, changing notions of democracy, the city’s role in
attaining the SDGs, local governance, alternative models for governance and management, corruption,
urbanisation and future cities.

Reflections on African Cities in Transition

Presenting state-of-the-art theoretical positions on important development issues such as the inner
city, technological innovation and rebuilding economic infrastructure are explored in this volume. The
contributors to this volume, drawn from various social science backgrounds, explore a variety of
theories and examine them in relation to the practical actions of local economic development.

Theories of Local Economic Development

This up-to-date review of the critical issues confronting cities and individuals examines the policy
implications of the difficult problems that will affect the future of urban America. Among the topics
covered are the income, opportunities, and quality of life of urban residents; family structure, poverty,
and the underclass; the redistribution of people and jobs in urban areas; urban economic growth
patterns; fiscal conditions in large cities; and essays on governance and the deteriorating state of cities'
aging infrastructures.

Urban Change and Poverty

China’s urbanization is one of the great earth-changing phenomena of recent times. The way in which
China continues to urbanize will have a critical impact on the world economy, global climate change,
international relations and a host of other critical issues. Understanding and responding to China’s
urbanization is of paramount importance to everyone. This book represents a unique exploration of the



demographic, spatial, economic and social aspects of China’s urban transformation. Based on years
of fieldwork and data analysis from different types of cities and towns in every region of China, the
authors present a detailed description of how China has urbanized since 1978 and an original theory
about the way in which top-down and bottom-up policies have impacted urbanization. They describe
China’s on-going urbanization process as a ‘double-dual’ transformation from a planned economy to a
more market-oriented one and from a concern with the quantity to the quality of urbanization. In doing
so, the authors provide the most comprehensive and up-to-date book on Chinese urbanization to date.
This scholarly study will appeal to academics and practitioners, including professors and postgraduate
students of urban studies, planning, geography, Asian studies, and other social science disciplines and
professional fields concerned with cities and urban development. Professionals involved in international
development, particularly in China and elsewhere in Asia, will be particularly interested in the book.

Understanding China's Urbanization

Exploring the theories of local economic development that are relevant to dilemmas facing communities
today, this third edition expands on issues such as the planning process, analytical techniques and
high-technology strategies.

Planning Local Economic Development

Readings in Urban Economics: Issues and Public Policy gathers popular press articles, reviews of
applied economics literature, and regression-based empirical studies to examine pressing public policy
issues in urban areas.

Readings in Urban Economics

Almost two decades of research in U.S. city politics has produced a compelling empirical account of
the nature of urban governance revolving around the alliance of business interests and local public
officials. In Reconstructing City Politics, author David L. Imbroscio urges that urban political economy
must now move forward beyond the question of "what is?" to a consideration of "what might be?" He
systematically poses the possibilities for reconstructing the nature of contemporary city politics, while
integrating a wealth of innovative urban analysis. To bring about this reconstruction, Imbroscio explores
three comprehensive alternative urban economic development strategies--entrepreneurial mercantil-
ism, community based economic development, and municipal enterprise. He considers whether these
three strategies are likely to be effective for bringing about urban economic vitality and whether it

is feasible for cities to pursue these efforts in the current political economic context. By addressing
these questions, Imbroscio is able to reach conclusions about the possibilities for a successful and
sustainable reconstruction of U.S. city politics. This important volume will be vital for professionals and
and researchers in urban planning, urban studies, urban and regional economics, as well as urban
politics.

Reconstructing City Politics

Neoclassical economics, the intellectual bedrock of modern capitalism, faces growing criticisms, as
many of its key assumptions and policy prescriptions are systematically challenged. Yet, there remains
one field of economics where these limitations continue virtually unchallenged: the study of cities and
regions in built-environment economics. In this book, Franklin Obeng-Odoom draws on institutional,
Georgist and Marxist economics to clearly but comprehensively show what the key issues are today
in thinking about urban economics. In doing so, he demonstrates the widespread tensions and
contradictions in the status quo, showing how to reconstruct urban economics in order to create a
more just society and environment.

Reconstructing Urban Economics

The book delivers an inspiring, first-hand insight into the state of urban competitiveness and how
cities may make the best use of it. . . Kresl gives a well-informed insight into urban problems and
related strategies, based on a carefully deployed comparative approach. Markus Hesse, Growth and
Change This volume delves into issues overlooked in many texts about the EU and will be useful

for courses in European and international studies and local government. Recommended. G.T. Potter,
Choice Peter Kresl brings unique and invaluable empirical evidence, from the early 1990s through to
2005, to examine the relationship between urban competitiveness and economic-strategic planning for



ten internationally networked cities within the EU. Planning Cities for the Future links the study of urban
economic competitiveness with urban planning and is able to ascertain the crucial factors for success
in this area of public policy. These factors include effective governance, leadership and monitoring

of performance. The author also reveals how economic turbulence macro-economic stagnation, the
emergence of competitors such as China and Central Europe and the introduction of the euro for
example all have distinct impacts on the economic development of cities. He also suggests that today s
economic strengths may create tomorrow s social pathologies, a fact which city planners must always
keep in mind. Peter Kresl s book offers examples of cities that got it right and others that did not.
Scholars and researchers interested in public sector economics, urban economic development and
planning as well as city planners themselves will find much to interest and stimulate them in this book.

Urban Economic Development

These essays explore the utility of thinking about public-private partnerships for local economic
development. A theoretical examination of theories of governance, institutions and policy instruments
is supplemented by empirical analysis and comparisons of their operation in the United Kingdom,
Sweden and the United States in the context of debates about the 'limits of politics' and dependence
on the institutions of civil society.

Planning Cities for the Future

This book is a timely assessment of 20 years of progress in the field of housing economics and

its application to policy and practice. Two decades on from the publication of Duncan Maclennan's
influential Housing Economics, 16 leading housing experts - both academics and policy makers from
across the world - now honour Maclennan's contributions. The chapters here present a contemporary
survey of key issues in housing, from urban housing markets and sub-market modelling, to the
economics of social housing, the basis for housing planning, economic analysis of neighbourhoods,
and the connections between academic work and policy development. For students, researchers and
practitioners in housing, urban economics and social policy, Housing Economics and Public Policy: .
provides up to date and comprehensive reviews of major areas of the housing economics literature .
sheds light on the economic, social and spatial processes that affect housing . includes discussion of
major areas of cutting edge housing economics research and identifies continuing gaps . presents a
synthesis of housing economics research on both sides of the Atlantic . assesses the impact of theory
on policy and practice

Partnerships in Urban Governance

Critical Issues in Environmental Taxation is an internationally refereed publication devoted to environ-
mental taxation issues on a worldwide basis. It seeks to provide insights and analysis for achieving
environmental goals through tax policy. By sharing the perspectives of the authors in response to

the diverse challenges posed by environmental taxation issues, effective approaches used in one
country may be considered and possibly implemented by governmental authorities in other countries.
Each volume contains pioneering and thought-provoking articles contributed by the world's leading
environmental tax scholars. This seventh volume focuses on the special problems of the urban
environment and the challenges which confront cities and mega-cities. It examines tax issues relating to
congestion and pollution control, road pricing and other forms of transportation management, housing
and the construction industry, energy generation and consumption, trade, carbon taxes and new
eco-service markets, research and development taxes. It contains case studies from developed as
well as developing countries. Contributors come from various disciplines, particularly law, accounting
and economics. The countries examined include Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Hong Kong, Japan,
Kenya, Pakistan, Singapore, Spain, Uganda, and the United States.

Housing Economics and Public Policy

An insight into the changing nature of the industrial and business space property market and how
business space development schemes can be initiated and implemented to revitalise urban areas.

Economic Research Studies of the Economic Development Administration

In this completely revised second edition, the authors explore what can be learned from a rigorous
comparison of the patterns of urban concentrations of residents and employment in Western Europe



and the United States. Using a wide range of methodological techniques, including economic theory,
econometrics, regional science, and institutional historical analysis, the essays analyze the factors
underlying urban economic development, with particular emphasis on the role and effectiveness of
public policy.

Critical Issues in Environmental Taxation

Critical Dialogues of Urban Governance, Development and Activism examines changes in governance,
property development, urban politics andcommunity activism, in two key global cities: London and
Toronto.

Industrial and Business Space Development

Written specifically as a teaching text and authored by a team of leading academics in the field, this
is the first book to bring together the key issues of rapid urbanisation with approaches to planning
and housing. Outlining and explaining core concepts from ‘informal settlements’ to ‘sustainability’, it
focuses on the rapid urbanization of developing countries with case studies from Latin America, Asia
and Sub-Saharan Africa. The impact of rapid urbanization and associated globalization on land-use
and housing is described and analyzed with reference to the particular issues of poverty, health and the
environment of these areas. Providing an accessible introduction to the key issues as well as enhancing
current theoretical debates and exploring practical applications, this book is an essential resource for
students and researchers in this area.

Urban Change in the United States and Western Europe

The achievements of China’s urbanization should not be evaluated solely in terms of adequate
infrastructures, but also in their ability to implement sound governance practices to ensure social,
environmental and economic development. This book addresses several key challenges faced by
Chinese cities, based on the most recent policies and experiments adopted by central and local
governments. The contributors offer an interdisciplinary analysis of the urbanization process in China,
and examine the following key topics: the institutional foundations of Chinese cities, the legal status of
the land, the rural to urban migration, the preservation of the urban heritage and the creation of urban
community, and the competitiveness of Chinese cities. They define the current issues and challenges
emerging from China’s urbanization. Students and academics of urban studies and related subjects
will find the strong theoretical backgrounds to be of use to their research. Policy-makers and other
practitioners will benefit from the practical advice and recommendations.

Critical Dialogues of Urban Governance, Development and Activism

Urban areas are integral to India's growth and development, accounting for around two-thirds of the
country's GDP. Analysing India's rapidly expanding process of urbanisation, the book identifies the key
challenges and opportunities and proposes suitable managerial and policy reforms. It addresses critical
issues and puts forth suggestions for better planning financing alternatives and, most importantly,
better governance for improved service delivery and affordable housing. Divided thematically into three
sections, the volume takes into account the important facets of urbanisation, including the state of
urban infrastructure and planning in India with due attention to sustainability, the role of finance in
urban development and its dependence on governance, and methods to generate good governance
in public institutions, and the impact on housing and climate change.The 11 essays included in

this book have been written by leading analysts and practitioners, who propose critical reforms and
policy interventions. The volume will be indispensable to students and scholars of urban economics,
development studies, urban planning, business practitioners, policymakers as well as the informed
general reader.

Critical Issues for National Urban Policy

Critical Issues in Contemporary China: Unity, Stability and Development comprehensively examines
key problems crucial to understanding modern-day China. Organized around three interrelated themes
of unity, stability and development, each chapter explores distinct issues and debate their significance
for China domestically and for Beijing’s engagement with the wider world. While presenting contending
explanatory approaches, contributors advance arguments to further critical discussion on selected
topics. Main issues analysed include: political change military transformation legal reforms economic



development energy security environmental degradation food security and safety demographic trends
migration and urbanization labour unrest health and education social inequalities ethnic conflicts
Hong Kong's integration cross-Strait relations. Given its thorough and up-to-date assessment of major
political, social and economic challenges facing China, this fully revised and substantially expanded
new edition is an essential read for any student of Chinese Studies.

Planning and Housing in the Rapidly Urbanising World

The past ten years have seen local government in the UK facing two major challenges: to survive in
the face of Thatcher government hostility, and to adapt to enormously powerful forces of economic
restructuring which have also been encouraged by government policies. The key aspects of these
changing fortunes of British towns explored in this important new book is the ability of individual locali-
ties to exercise any control over their own growth and decline. Place, Policy and Politics examines local
political initiatives seeking to influence economic and social development in seven sharply contrasting
localities, ranging from the outer council estates of Merseyside to the boom towns of Cheltenham
and Swindon. Throughout their analysis, the contributors, drawn from a wide range of social science
disciplines, address the vital questions in the debate over local policy initiatives, including: * To what
extent are localities able to harness trends in the national and international economy to provide jobs
and a better standard of living for their inhabitants? * Why do local authorities vary in their capacity to
initiate economic policy? * To what extent do national urban and other policies inhibit or encourage their
efforts? * How might central government modify its policies to facilitate the prospering of localities?

China’s Urban Century

The world development institutions commonly present ‘'urban governance' as an antidote to the
so-called 'urbanisation of poverty' and 'parasitic urbanism' in Africa. Governance for Pro-Poor Urban
Development is a comprehensive and systematic analysis of the meaning, nature, and effects of 'urban
governance' in theory and in practice, with a focus on Ghana, a country widely regarded as an island
of good governance in the sub region. The book illustrates how diverse groups experience urban
governance differently and contextualizes how this experience has worsened social differentiation in
cities. This book will be of great interest to students, teachers, and researchers in development studies,
and highly relevant to anyone with an interest in urban studies, geography, political economy, sociology,
and African studies.

Urbanisation in India

The Handbook of Local and Regional Development provides a comprehensive statement and reference
point for local and regional development. The scope of this Handbook’s coverage and contributions
engages with and reflects upon the politics and policy of how we think about and practise local and
regional development, encouraging dialogue across the disciplinary barriers between notions of ‘local
and regional development’ in the Global North and ‘development studies’ in the Global South. This
Handbook is organized into seven inter-related sections, with an introductory chapter setting out the
rationale, aims and structure of the Handbook. Section one situates local and regional development in
its global context. Section two establishes the key issues in understanding the principles and values that
help us define what is meant by local and regional development. Section three critically reviews the cur-
rent diversity and variety of conceptual and theoretical approaches to local and regional development.
Section four address questions of government and governance. Section five connects critically with the
array of contemporary approaches to local and regional development policy. Section six is an explicitly
global review of perspectives on local and regional development from Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Latin
America and North America. Section seven provides reflection and discussion of the futures for local
and regional development in an international and multidisciplinary context. With over forty contributions
from leading international scholars in the field, this Handbook provides critical reviews and appraisals
of current state-of-the-art conceptual and theoretical approaches and future developments in local and
regional development.

Critical Issues in Contemporary China

How can we meet the needs of today without diminishing the capacity of future generations to meet
theirs? This is the central question posed by "sustainable development”. OECD countries committed
themselves to sustainable development at the 1992 UN ...



Place, Policy and Politics

Unemployment is the most serious economic and social problem in Europe today. Although the extent
varies from region to region, it is generally most extreme in large cities. This volume asks why European
unemployment is so high and examines the policies adopted at local, national and European level to
tackle the problems. It also includes five case

Governance for Pro-Poor Urban Development

This re-evaluation of the role of regional policy in the UK has been accompanied by a much closer
identification of regional policy with national economic policymaking. This book, drawing upon the
contributions of a large number of experts in the field in the UK, sets the debate on the future of spatial
policy explicitly within the context of the economics and politics of the North-South divide. Recent
policy debates in the United Kingdom have highlighted two major issues which will shape future policy
developments and their impact in the 1990s - the persistence of pronounced regional economic and
social imbalances and the shift away from traditional perceptions of the role of regional policy, with a
new emphasis on inner-city as opposed to regional problems. In this collection by leading researchers
in the field, the role of regional policy in the UK is re-evaluated against a background of renewed debate
on the economic disparities inherent in the north-south divide and an assessment of the implications
for future policy.

Handbook of Local and Regional Development

This volume explores the dynamics of urbanisation in Northeast India. It discusses the impact of

the process of urbanisation on the environment, infrastructure and socio-economic conditions of the
region. The chapters in the book: Examine various challenges and opportunities of urbanisation, such
as frontier urbanism, urban congestion, smart cities, vernacular architecture, urban water and waste
management, cross-border migration and ethnicity. Draw attention to critical issues that have massively
disturbed the urban landscape including deterioration of water quality, seismic activity and air pollution.
Give alternatives that could present possible solutions to the problems afflicting this region. Drawing on
case studies rooted in extensive fieldwork, this book will be indispensable to researchers and students
of urban studies, human geography, development economics, cultural studies and South Asian studies.
It will also be of interest to policy-makers, government representatives and town planners.

Sustainable Development Critical Issues

Urban Geography a comprehensive introduction to a variety of issues relating to contemporary urban
geography, including patterns and processes of urbanization, urban development, urban planning, and
life experiences in modern cities. Reveals both the diversity of ordinary urban geographies and the
networks, flows and relations which increasingly connect cities and urban spaces at the global scale
Uses the city as a lens for proposing and developing critical concepts which show how wider social
processes, relations, and power structures are changing Considers the experiences, lives, practices,
struggles, and words of ordinary urban residents and marginalized social groups rather than exclusively
those of urban elites Shows readers how to develop critical perspectives on dominant neoliberal
representations of the city and explore the great diversity of urban worlds

Unemployment in Europe

Spatial Policy in a Divided Nation
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