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Changing the Subject

“A history of philosophy in twelve thinkers...The whole performance combines polyglot philological 
rigor with supple intellectual sympathy, and it is all presented...in a spirit of fun...This bracing and 
approachable book [shows] that there is life in philosophy yet.” —Times Literary Supplement “Excep-
tionally engaging...Geuss has a remarkable knack for putting even familiar thinkers in a new light.” 
—Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews “Geuss is something like the consummate teacher, his analyses 
navigable and crystal, his guidance on point.” —Doug Phillips, Key Reporter Raymond Geuss explores 
the ideas of twelve philosophers who broke dramatically with prevailing wisdom, from Socrates and 
Plato in the ancient world to Nietzsche, Wittgenstein, and Adorno. The result is a striking account 
of some of the most innovative thinkers in Western history and an indirect manifesto for how to 
pursue philosophy today. Geuss cautions that philosophers’ attempts to break from convention do not 
necessarily make the world a better place. Montaigne’s ideas may have been benign, but the fate of 
those of Hobbes, Hegel, and Nietzsche has been more varied. Yet in the act of provoking people to 
think differently, philosophers remind us that we are not fated to live within the systems of thought we 
inherit.

Changing the Subject

“Hall’s main argument rests on the notion that the greatest problem of the 21st century is living 
with and understanding differences.” —Times Higher Education “In this long-awaited work, Stuart 
Hall...bracingly confronts the persistence of race—and its confounding liberal surrogates, ethnicity and 
nation...This is a profoundly humane work that...finds room for hope and change.” —Orlando Patterson 
“Marked by struggle and sobriety, this important work makes a significant contribution to a vision of 
community and an ethics of solidarity.” —Homi K. Bhabha “Essential reading for those seeking to 
understand Hall’s tremendous impact on scholars, artists, and filmmakers on both sides of the Atlantic.” 
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—Artforum “Given the current political conditions, these lectures on race, ethnicity, and nation...may 
be even more timely today.” —Angela Y. Davis, University of California, Santa Cruz In The Fateful 
Triangle—drawn from lectures delivered at Harvard University in 1994—one of the founding figures of 
cultural studies reflects on the divisive, often deadly consequences of the politics of identity. Migration 
was at the heart of Hall’s diagnosis of the global predicaments taking shape around him. Explaining 
more than two decades ago why migrants are the target of new nationalisms, Hall’s prescient vision 
helps us to understand today’s crisis of liberal democracy. As he challenges us to find sustainable ways 
of living with difference, Hall gives us the concept of diaspora as a metaphor, redefining nation, race, 
and identity in the twenty-first century.

Towards a New Manifesto

Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer wrote the central text of “critical theory”, Dialectic of Enlight-
enment, a measured critique of the Enlightenment reason that, they argued, had resulted in fascism 
and totalitarianism. Towards a New Manifesto shows the two philosophers in a uniquely spirited and 
free-flowing exchange of ideas. This book is a record of their discussions over three weeks in the spring 
of 1956, recorded with a view to the production of a contemporary version of The Communist Manifesto. 
A philosophical jam-session in which the two thinkers improvise freely, often wildly, on central themes 
of their work—theory and practice, labor and leisure, domination and freedom—in a political register 
found nowhere else in their writing. Amid a careening flux of arguments, aphorisms and asides, in which 
the trenchant alternates with the reckless, the playful with the ingenuous, positions are swapped and 
contradictions unheeded, without any compulsion for consistency. A thrilling example of philosophy in 
action and a compelling map of a possible passage to a new world.

A World without Why

Wishful thinking is a deeply ingrained human trait that has had a long-term distorting effect on ethical 
thinking. Many influential ethical views depend on the optimistic assumption that, despite appearances 
to the contrary, the human and natural world in which we live could, eventually, be made to make 
sense to us. In A World without Why, Raymond Geuss challenges this assumption. The essays in this 
collection--several of which are published here for the first time--explore the genesis and historical 
development of this optimistic configuration in ethical thought and the ways in which it has shown 
itself to be unfounded and misguided. Discussions of Greco-Roman antiquity and of the philosophies 
of Socrates, Plato, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and Adorno play a central role in many of these essays. 
Geuss also ranges over such topics as the concepts of intelligibility, authority, democracy, and criticism; 
the role of lying in politics; architecture; the place of theology in ethics; tragedy and comedy; and the 
struggle between realism and our search for meaning. Characterized by Geuss's wide-ranging interests 
in literature, philosophy, and history, and by his political commitment and trenchant style, A World 
without Why raises fundamental questions about the viability not just of specific ethical concepts and 
theses, but of our most basic assumptions about what ethics could and must be.

On Mercy

Is mercy more important than justice? Since antiquity, mercy has been regarded as a virtue. Yet by 
the end of the eighteenth century, mercy had been exiled from political life. In this book, Malcolm Bull 
analyses and challenges the Enlightenment’s rejection of mercy. Political realism, Bull argues, demands 
recognition of the foundational role of mercy in society. If we are vulnerable to harm from others, we are 
in need of their mercy. By restoring the primacy of mercy over justice, we may constrain the powerful 
and release the agency of the powerless. An important contribution to political philosophy from an 
inventive thinker, On Mercy makes a persuasive case for returning this neglected virtue to the heart of 
political thought.

Metaphysics or Ontology?

This volume treats the evolution of the object of metaphysics from being to the concept of being to, 
finally, the object. It examines metaphysics and ontology, and the history of these terms. It is relevant 
to scholars and philosophers.

Origin of Negative Dialectics



Susan Buck-Morss examines and stresses the significance of Critical Theory for young West Germ 
intellectuals after World War II. Looking at the differences between German and American situations 
during this time period, Origin of Negative Dialectics convincingly sketches the learning process that 
ended in antagonism. “[The Origin of Negative Dialectics] is by far the best introduction for the American 
reader to the complex, esoteric, and illusive structure of thought of one of the most seminal Marxian 
thinkers of the twentieth century. It belongs on the same shelf as Martin Jay’s history of the Frankfurt 
School, The Dialectical Imagination.” – Lewis A. Coser, State University of New York, Stony Brook

Not Thinking Like a Liberal

In a compelling meditation on the ideas that shape our lives, one of the world's most provocative 
and creative philosophers explains how his eccentric early years influenced his lifelong critique of 
liberalism. Liberalism is so amorphous and pervasive that for most people in the West it is background 
noise, the natural state of affairs. But there are nooks and crannies in every society where the 
prevailing winds don't blow. Raymond Geuss grew up some distance from the cultural mainstream and 
recounts here the unusual perspective he absorbed: one in which liberal capitalism was synonymous 
with moral emptiness and political complacency. Not Thinking like a Liberal is a concise tour of 
diverse intellectual currents--from the Counter-Reformation and communism to pragmatism and critical 
theory--that shaped Geuss's skeptical stance toward liberalism. The bright young son of a deeply 
Catholic steelworker, Geuss was admitted in 1959 to an unusual boarding school on the outskirts of 
Philadelphia. Outside was Eisenhower's America. Inside Geuss was schooled by Hungarian priests 
who tried to immunize students against the twin dangers of oppressive communism and vapid liberal 
capitalism. From there Geuss went on to university in New York in the early days of the Vietnam War 
and to West Germany, where critical theory was experiencing a major revival. This is not a repeatable 
journey. In tracing it, Geuss reminds us of the futility of abstracting lessons from context and of seeking 
a universal view from nowhere. At the same time, he examines the rise and fall of major political theories 
of the past sixty years. An incisive thinker attuned to both the history and the future of ideas, Geuss 
looks beyond the horrors of authoritarianism and the shallow freedom of liberalism to glimpse a world 
of genuinely new possibilities.

Who Needs a World View?

One of the world’s most provocative philosophers attacks the obsession with comprehensive intellectual 
systems—the perceived need for a world view. We live in a unitary cosmos created and cared for in 
all its details by a benevolent god. That, for centuries, was the starting point for much philosophical 
and religious thinking in the West. The task was to accommodate ourselves to that view and restrict 
ourselves to working out how the pieces fit together within a rigidly determined framework. In this 
collection of essays, one of our most creative contemporary philosophers explores the problems and 
pathologies of the habit of overly systematic thinking that we have inherited from this past. Raymond 
Geuss begins by making a general case for flexible and skeptical thinking with room for doubt and 
unresolved complexity. He examines the ideas of two of his most influential teachers—one systematic, 
the other pragmatic—in light of Nietzsche’s ideas about appearance and reality. The chapters that 
follow concern related moral, psychological, and philosophical subjects. These include the idea that 
one should make one’s life a work of art, the importance of games, the concept of need, and the 
nature of manifestoes. Along the way, Geuss ranges widely, from ancient philosophy to modern art, 
with his characteristic combination of clarity, acuity, and wit. Who Needs a World View? is a provocative 
and enlightening demonstration of what philosophy can achieve when it abandons its ambitions for 
completeness, consistency, and unity.

A Philosopher Looks at Work

A survey on the nature of work, integrating conceptual analysis, historical reflection, autobiography and 
social commentary.

Kierkegaard's Writings, VII, Volume 7

This volume contains a new translation, with a historical introduction by the translators, of two works 
written under the pseudonym Johannes Climacus. Through Climacus, Kierkegaard contrasts the 
paradoxes of Christianity with Greek and modern philosophical thinking. In Philosophical Fragments 
he begins with Greek Platonic philosophy, exploring the implications of venturing beyond the Socratic 
understanding of truth acquired through recollection to the Christian experience of acquiring truth 



through grace. Published in 1844 and not originally planned to appear under the pseudonym Climacus, 
the book varies in tone and substance from the other works so attributed, but it is dialectically related 
to them, as well as to the other pseudonymous writings. The central issue of Johannes Climacus is 
doubt. Probably written between November 1842 and April 1843 but unfinished and published only 
posthumously, this book was described by Kierkegaard as an attack on modern speculative philosophy 
by "means of the melancholy irony, which did not consist in any single utterance on the part of 
Johannes Climacus but in his whole life. . . . Johannes does what we are told to do--he actually doubts 
everything--he suffers through all the pain of doing that, becomes cunning, almost acquires a bad 
conscience. When he has gone as far in that direction as he can go and wants to come back, he cannot 
do so. . . . Now he despairs, his life is wasted, his youth is spent in these deliberations. Life does not 
acquire any meaning for him, and all this is the fault of philosophy." A note by Kierkegaard suggests 
how he might have finished the work: "Doubt is conquered not by the system but by faith, just as it is 
faith that has brought doubt into the world!."

The Decline of the West

Spengler's work describes how we have entered into a centuries-long "world-historical" phase compa-
rable to late antiquity, and his controversial ideas spark debate over the meaning of historiography.

The Cambridge Companion to Critical Theory

An illuminating and authoritative guide to Critical Theory by an international team of distinguished 
contributors.

What is Ancient Philosophy?

Hadot shows how the schools, trends, and ideas of ancient Greek and Roman philosophy strove to 
transform the individual's mode of perceiving and being in the world. For the ancients, philosophical 
theory and the philosophical way of life were inseparably linked. Hadot asks us to consider whether 
and how this connection might be reestablished today.

How To Be An Agnostic

The authentic spiritual quest is marked not by certainties but by questions and doubt. Mark Vernon who 
was a priest, and left an atheist explores the wonder of science, the ups and downs of being 'spiritual 
but not religious', the insights of ancient philosophy, and God the biggest question.

Critical Models

Critical Models combines into a single volume two of Adorno's most important postwar works — 
Interventions: Nine Critical Models (1963) and Catchwords: Critical Models II (1969). Written after his 
return to Germany in 1949, the articles, essays, and radio talks included in this volume speak to the 
pressing political, cultural, and philosophical concerns of the postwar era. The pieces in Critical Models 
reflect the intellectually provocative as well as the practical Adorno as he addresses such issues as 
the dangers of ideological conformity, the fragility of democracy, educational reform, the influence of 
television and radio, and the aftermath of fascism. This new edition includes an introduction by Lydia 
Goehr, a renowned scholar in philosophy, aesthetic theory, and musicology. Goehr illuminates Adorno's 
ideas as well as the intellectual, historical, and critical contexts that shaped his postwar thinking.

Adorno’s Philosophy of the Nonidentical

This book focuses on a central notion in Theodor. W. Adorno’s philosophy: the nonidentical. The 
nonidentical is what our conceptual framework cannot grasp and must therefore silence, the unex-
pressed other of our rational engagement with the world. This study presents the nonidentical as 
the multidimensional centerpiece of Adorno’s reflections on subjectivity, truth, suffering, history, art, 
morality and politics, revealing the intimate relationship between how and what we think. Adorno’s 
work, written in the shadow of Auschwitz, is a quest for a different way of thinking, one that would 
give the nonidentical a voice – as the somatic in reasoning, the ephemeral in truth, the aesthetic 
in cognition, the other in society. Adorno’s philosophy of the nonidentical reveals itself not only as a 
powerful hermeneutics of the past, but also as an important tool for the understanding of modern 
phenomena such as xenophobia, populism, political polarization, identity politics, and systemic racism.



Adorno and Existence

Adorno was forever returning to the philosophies of bourgeois interiority, seeking the paradoxical 
relation between their manifest failure and their hidden promise. As Peter E. Gordon shows, Adorno’s 
writings on Kierkegaard, Husserl, and Heidegger present us with a photographic negative—a philo-
sophical portrait of the author himself.

Outside Ethics

Outside Ethics brings together some of the most important and provocative works by one of the most 
creative philosophers writing today. Seeking to expand the scope of contemporary moral and political 
philosophy, Raymond Geuss here presents essays bound by a shared skepticism about a particular way 
of thinking about what is important in human life--a way of thinking that, in his view, is characteristic of 
contemporary Western societies and isolates three broad categories of things as important: subjective 
individual preferences, knowledge, and restrictions on actions that affect other people (restrictions often 
construed as ahistorical laws). He sets these categories in a wider context and explores various human 
phenomena--including poetry, art, religion, and certain kinds of history and social criticism--that do not 
fit easily into these categories. As its title suggests, this book seeks a place outside conventional ethics. 
Following a brief introduction, Geuss sets out his main concerns with a focus on ethics and politics. 
He then expands these themes by discussing freedom, virtue, the good life, and happiness. Next he 
examines Theodor Adorno's views on the relation between suffering and knowledge, the nature of 
religion, and the role of history in giving us critical distances from existing identities. From here he moves 
to aesthetic concerns. The volume closes by looking at what it is for a human life to have "gaps"--to be 
incomplete, radically unsatisfactory, or a failure.

Hitler's Philosophers

A gripping account of the philosophers who supported Hitler's rise to power and those whose lives were 
wrecked by his regime

Reality and Its Dreams

One of political philosophy’s most trenchant and inventive critics challenges the field’s normative turn, 
arguing that the study of politics should focus on real politics, where normative judgments arise from 
concrete configurations of power. Raymond Geuss shows how this can be done without succumbing 
to a toxic relativism or abandoning utopianism.

The Philosophy Book

For all the deep thinkers with questions about the world, this encyclopedia holds the answers you 
have been searching for. What is the meaning of life? What is the Universe made of? Read what 
our eminent philosophers thought about the nature of reality, and the fundamental questions we ask 
ourselves. To help you understand the subject and what it is about, The Philosophy Book introduces you 
to ancient philosophers such as Plato and Confucius. But it doesn't stop there, read about our modern 
thinkers such as Chomsky and Derrida too. Short and sweet biographies of over a hundred philosophers 
and their profound questions. Work your way through the different branches of philosophy such as 
metaphysics and ethics. Understand how philosophical questions have led to breakthroughs in maths 
and science. Get to grips with how the history of philosophy informs our modern lives, exploring topics 
such as how science can predict the future and how language shapes our thoughts and decisions. 
Your Philosophical Questions Explained If you thought philosophy was full of difficult concepts, The 
Philosophy Book presents the key ideas in an easy to follow layout. Explained in simple terms with visual 
guides such as mind maps, diagrams, and timelines for the progression of ideas. Enjoy the stunning 
graphics that add a little wit to the serious subject. Travel from ancient philosophers to contemporary 
thinkers: - The Ancient World 700 BGE - 250 CE - The Medieval World 250 - 1500 - Renaissance and 
the Age of Reason 1500 - 1750 - The Age of Revolution 1750 - 1900 - The Modern World 1900 - 1950 
- Contemporary Philosophy The Series Simply Explained With over 7 million copies sold worldwide 
to date, The Philosophy Book is part of the award-winning Big Ideas series from DK Books. It uses 
innovative graphics along with engaging writing to make complex subjects easier to understand.

Against Epistemology



Theodor Adorno (1903-1969) was a cultural philosopher, sociologist, literary critic, and historian of 
music who, along with Max Horkheimer, Herbert Marcuse, and Erich Fromm, founded the Frankfurt 
School. Against Epistemology is one of his most important works.

Reason and Revolution

This classic book is Marcuse's masterful interpretation of Hegel's philosophy and the influence it has 
had on European political thought from the French Revolution to the present day. Marcuse brilliantly 
illuminates the implications of Hegel's ideas with later developments in European thought, particularily 
with Marxist theory.

Adorno, Politics, and the Aesthetic Animal

Reconstructing the philosophy of T.W. Adorno, this book offers a critical theory of the human/animal 
distinction and its relation to politics.

Metaphysics

This volume makes available in English for the first time Adorno's lectures on metaphysics. It provides 
a unique introduction not only to metaphysics but also to Adorno's own intellectual standpoint, as 
developed in his major work Negative Dialectics. Metaphysics for Adorno is defined by a central tension 
between concepts and immediate facts. Adorno traces this dualism back to Aristotle, whom he sees as 
the founder of metaphysics. In Aristotle it appears as an unresolved tension between form and matter. 
This basic split, in Adorno's interpretation, runs right through the history of metaphysics. Perhaps 
not surprisingly, Adorno finds this tension resolved in the Hegelian dialectic. Underlying this dualism 
is a further dichotomy, which Adorno sees as essential to metaphysics: while it dissolves belief in 
transcendental worlds by thought, at the same time it seeks to rescue belief in a reality beyond the 
empirical, again by thought. It is to this profound ambiguity, for Adorno, that the metaphysical tradition 
owes its greatness. The major part of these lectures, given by Adorno late in his life, is devoted 
to a critical exposition of Aristotle's thought, focusing on its central ambiguities. In the last lectures, 
Adorno's attention switches to the question of the relevance of metaphysics today, particularly after the 
Holocaust. He finds in 'metaphysical experiences', which transcend rational discourse without lapsing 
into irrationalism, a last precarious refuge of the humane truth to which his own thought always aspired. 
This volume will be essential reading for anyone interested in Adorno's work and will be a valuable text 
for students and scholars of philosophy and social theory.

Philosophy and Real Politics

Many contemporary political thinkers are gripped by the belief that their task is to develop an ideal 
theory of rights or justice for guiding and judging political actions. This book argues that philosophers 
should first try to understand why real political actors behave as they actually do.

Cultivating Humanity

How can higher education today create a community of critical thinkers and searchers for truth that 
transcends the boundaries of class, gender, and nation? Martha C. Nussbaum, philosopher and 
classicist, argues that contemporary curricular reform is already producing such “citizens of the world” 
in its advocacy of diverse forms of cross-cultural studies. Her vigorous defense of “the new education” 
is rooted in Seneca’s ideal of the citizen who scrutinizes tradition critically and who respects the 
ability to reason wherever it is found—in rich or poor, native or foreigner, female or male. Drawing 
on Socrates and the Stoics, Nussbaum establishes three core values of liberal education: critical 
self-examination, the ideal of the world citizen, and the development of the narrative imagination. Then, 
taking us into classrooms and campuses across the nation, including prominent research universities, 
small independent colleges, and religious institutions, she shows how these values are (and in some 
instances are not) being embodied in particular courses. She defends such burgeoning subject areas 
as gender, minority, and gay studies against charges of moral relativism and low standards, and 
underscores their dynamic and fundamental contribution to critical reasoning and world citizenship. 
For Nussbaum, liberal education is alive and well on American campuses in the late twentieth century. 
It is not only viable, promising, and constructive, but it is essential to a democratic society. Taking up 
the challenge of conservative critics of academe, she argues persuasively that sustained reform in the 
aim and content of liberal education is the most vital and invigorating force in higher education today.

After Adorno



Theodor W. Adorno placed music at the centre of his critique of modernity and broached some of the 
most important questions about the role of music in contemporary society. One of his central arguments 
was that music, through the manner of its composition, affected consciousness and was a means of 
social management and control. His work was primarily theoretical however, and because these issues 
were never explored empirically his work has become sidelined in current music sociology. This book 
argues that music sociology can be greatly enriched by a return to Adorno's concerns, in particular 
his focus on music as a dynamic medium of social life. Intended as a guide to 'how to do music 
sociology' this book deals with critical topics too often sidelined such as aesthetic ordering, cognition, 
the emotions and music as a management device and reworks Adorno's focus through a series of 
grounded examples.

Continental Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction

Simon Critchley's Very Short Introduction shows that Continental philosophy encompasses a distinct 
set of philosophical traditions and practices, with a compelling range of problems all too often ignored 
by the analytic tradition. He discusses the ideas and approaches of philosophers such as Kant, Hegel, 
Nietzsche, Husserl, Heidegger, Sartre, Habermas, Foucault, and Derrida, and introduces key concepts 
such as existentialism, nihilism, and phenomenology by explaining their place in the Continental 
tradition. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press 
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way 
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

The History of Philosophy

AUTHORITATIVE AND ACCESSIBLE, THIS LANDMARK WORK IS THE FIRST SINGLE-VOLUME 
HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY SHARED FOR DECADES 'A cerebrally enjoyable survey, written with 
great clarity and touches of wit' Sunday Times The story of philosophy is an epic tale: an exploration 
of the ideas, views and teachings of some of the most creative minds known to humanity. But there 
has been no comprehensive history of this great intellectual journey since 1945. Intelligible for students 
and eye-opening for philosophy readers, A. C. Grayling covers with characteristic clarity and elegance 
subjects like epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, logic, and the philosophy of mind, as well as the history 
of debates in these areas, through the ideas of celebrated philosophers as well as less well-known 
influential thinkers. The History of Philosophy takes the reader on a journey from the age of the Buddha, 
Confucius and Socrates. Through Christianity's dominance of the European mind to the Renaissance 
and Enlightenment. On to Mill, Nietzsche, Sartre, then the philosophical traditions of India, China and 
the Persian-Arabic world. And finally, into philosophy today.

Examined Life

An exploration of topics of everyday importance in the Socratic tradition.

Kantian Subjects

In this volume, Karl Ameriks explores "Kantian subjects" in three senses. In Part I, he first clarifies the 
most distinctive features-such as freedom and autonomy-of Kant's notion of what it is for us to be a 
subject. Other chapters then consider related "subjects" that are basic topics inother parts of Kant's 
philosophy, such as his notions of necessity and history. Part II examines the ways in which many of 
us, as "late modern," have been highly influenced by Kant's philosophy and its indirect effect on our 
self-conception through successive generations of post-Kantians, such asHegel and Schelling, and 
early Romantic writers such as Holderlin, Schlegel, and Novalis, thus making us "Kantian subjects" in 
a new historical sense. By defending the fundamentals of Kant's ethics in reaction to some of the latest 
scholarship in the opening chapters, Ameriks offers an extensiveargument that Holderlin expresses a 
valuable philosophical position that is much closer to Kant than has generally been recognized. He also 
argues that it was necessary for Kant's position to be supplemented by the new conception, introduced 
by the post-Kantians, of philosophy as fundamentallyhistorical, and that this conception has had a 
growing influence on the most interesting strands of Anglophone as well as Continental philosophy.

Aesthetics



This volume of lectures on aesthetics, given by Adorno in the winter semester of 1958–9, formed the 
foundation for his later Aesthetic Theory, widely regarded as one of his greatest works. The lectures 
cover a wide range of topics, from an intense analysis of the work of Georg Lukács to a sustained 
reflection on the theory of aesthetic experience, from an examination of works by Plato, Kant, Hegel, 
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard and Benjamin, to a discussion of the latest experiments of John Cage, 
attesting to the virtuosity and breadth of Adorno's engagement. All the while, Adorno remains deeply 
connected to his surrounding context, offering us a window onto the artistic, intellectual and political 
confrontations that shaped life in post-war Germany. This volume will appeal to a broad range of 
students and scholars in the humanities and social sciences, as well as anyone interested in the 
development of critical theory.

History and Illusion in Politics

The distinguished political philosopher Raymond Geuss examines critically the central topics in West-
ern political thought. In a series of analytic chapters he discusses the state, authority, violence and 
coercion, the concept of legitmacy, liberalism, toleration, freedom, democracy, and human rights. He 
argues that the liberal democratic state committed to the defense of human rights is in fact a confused 
conjunction of disparate elements. This is a profound and concise essay on the basic structure of 
contemporary politics, written throughout in voice that is skeptical, engaged, and clear.

Politics and the Imagination

In politics, utopians do not have a monopoly on imagination. Even the most conservative defenses of the 
status quo, Raymond Geuss argues, require imaginative acts of some kind. In this collection of recent 
essays, including his most overtly political writing yet, Geuss explores the role of imagination in politics, 
particularly how imaginative constructs interact with political reality. He uses decisions about the war in 
Iraq to explore the peculiar ways in which politicians can be deluded and citizens can misunderstand 
their leaders. He also examines critically what he sees as one of the most serious delusions of 
western political thinking--the idea that a human society is always best conceived as a closed system 
obeying fixed rules. And, in essays on Don Quixote, museums, Celan's poetry, Heidegger's brother 
Fritz, Richard Rorty, and bourgeois philosophy, Geuss reflects on how cultural artifacts can lead us 
to embrace or reject conventional assumptions about the world. While paying particular attention to 
the relative political roles played by rule-following, utilitarian calculations of interest, and aspirations to 
lead a collective life of a certain kind, Geuss discusses a wide range of related issues, including the 
distance critics need from their political systems, the extent to which history can enlighten politics, and 
the possibility of utopian thinking in a world in which action retains its urgency.

Open Minded

Freud is discredited, so we donÕt have to think about the darker strains of unconscious motivation 
anymore. We know what moves our political leaders, so we donÕt have to look too closely at their 
thinking either. In fact, everywhere we look in contemporary culture, knowingness has taken the 
place of thought. This book is a spirited assault on that deadening trend, especially as it affects our 
deepest attempts to understand the human psycheÑin philosophy and psychoanalysis. It explodes the 
widespread notion that we already know the problems and proper methods in these fields and so no 
longer need to ask crucial questions about the structure of human subjectivity. ÒWhat is psychology?Ó 
Open Minded is not so much an answer to this question as an attempt to understand what is being 
asked. The inquiry leads Jonathan Lear, a philosopher and psychoanalyst, back to Plato and Aristotle, 
to Freud and psychoanalysis, and to Wittgenstein. Lear argues that Freud and, more generally, 
psychoanalysis are the worthy inheritors of the Greek attempt to put our mindedness on display. There 
are also, he contends, deep affinities running through the works of Freud and Wittgenstein, despite 
their obvious differences. Both are concerned with how fantasy shapes our self-understanding; both 
reveal how lifeÕs activities show more than we are able to say. The philosophical tradition has portrayed 
the mind as more rational than it is, even when trying to account for irrationality. Psychoanalysis shows 
us the mind as inherently restless, tending to disrupt its own functioning. And empirical psychology, for 
its part, ignores those aspects of human subjectivity that elude objective description. By triangulating 
between the Greeks, Freud, and Wittgenstein, Lear helps us recover a sense of what it is to be 
open-minded in our inquiries into the human soul.

On Socrates



Selected and with an introduction by Tom Griffith.

Philosophy of Culture as Theory, Method, and Way of Life

The authors of this collection argue that all philosophy is really philosophy of culture and that through 
it we can live more meaningful, flourishing, and wisely guided lives.

The Oxford Companion to Philosophy

This is the most authoritative and engaging philosophical reference work in English. It gives clear 
and reliable guidance to all areas of philosophy and to the ideas of all notable philosophers from 
antiquity to the present day. The scope of the volume is not limited to English-languagephilosophy: 
it surveys the foremost philosophy from all parts of the world. A distinguished international assembly 
of more than two hundred contributors provide almost 2,000 alphabetically arranged entries which 
are not only instructive but also entertaining: they combine learning, lucidity, elegance, and wit. There 
are more than fifty extended entries of 3,000 words on themain areas of philosophy and the great 
philosophers: these include essays by Alasdair MacIntyre on the history of moral philosophy, Paul 
Feyerabend on the history of the philosophy of science, Jaegwon Kim on problems of the philosophy 
of mind, Richard Swinburne on problems of the philosophy ofreligion, David Charles on Aristotle, 
Peter Singer on Hegel, Anthony Kenny on Frege, and Anthony Quinton on philosophy itself. Short 
entries deal with key concepts (for instance, personal identity, time) doctrines (utilitarianism, holism), 
problems (the mind-body problem, the meaning of life), schools of thought (Marxist philosophy, the 
Vienna Circle), and practical issues (abortion, vegetarianism). Individual thinkerspast (Pythagoras, 
Confucius, Galileo, Goethe, Burke, Santayana, de Beauvoir, Radhakrishnan) and present (over 150 
contemporary figures, such as Chomsky, Derrida, and Popper) are profiled, and eighty of them 
are depicted in black-and-white portraits. Interspersed throughout are short explanations ofparticular 
philosophical terms (qualia, supervenience, iff), puzzles (the Achilles paradox, the prisoner's dilemma), 
and curiosities (the philosopher's stone, slime). Every entry is accompanied by suggestions for further 
reading. A chronological chart of the history of philosophy is located at theend of the book, together 
with fourteen diagrams showing the structure of philosophy and the relations between its subjects 
and doctrines. This book will be an indispensable guide and a constant source of stimulation and 
enlightenment for anyone interested in abstract thought, the eternal questions, and the foundations of 
human understanding.
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