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Jesse Owens, an iconic Black American athlete, soared to global fame as an Olympic champion at 
the 1936 Berlin Olympics, defying racial prejudices of his era. His unparalleled achievements in track 
and field established him as a powerful inspirational figure and a symbol of athletic excellence, forever 
etching his name in history as more than just an athlete, but a trailblazer for civil rights.
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Jesse Owens

* Critically acclaimed biographies of history's most notable African-Americans * Straightforward and 
objective writing * Lavishly illustrated with photographs and memorabilia * Essential for multicultural 
studies

Jesse Owens, Champion Athlete

A biography of one of America's greatest track and field athletes, the winner of four gold medals at the 
1936 Olympic Games.

Jesse Owens

A biography of the track and field star who won three gold medals in the 1936 summer Olympic Games.

Jesse Owens: Champion Athlete

In 1936, in front of 110,000 spectators at the Olympic Stadium in Germany, Jesse Owens blew away 
the competition in the 100-meter final to claim the title of “World’s Fastest Man.” He won the gold 
medal in front of Germany’s brutal dictator, Adolf Hitler, defying the Nazi leader’s racist ideology. Owens 
won three more gold medals at the Olympics and returned to the United States a hero. Author Jeff 
Burlingame explores the life of one of the greatest and most influential athletes in American history, 
from his humble childhood to his legacy on and off the track.

Jesse Owens

A biography of the track and field star who won three gold medals in the 1936 Summer Olympic Games.

Jesse Owens
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I always loved running, said Jesse Owens, who as a boy could outrun all his playmates. When he 
competed in the Summer Olympics in Berlin, Germany, people used words like "express" and "comet" 
to describe him. Owens won an amazing four Olympic gold medals in track and field events, and 
demonstrated to the world that Nazi leader Adolf Hitler's theory of racial inferiority was wrong. An 
athlete, humanitarian, speaker, and author, Owens dedicated his later years to helping the youth of 
America reach for greatness.

Jesse Owens

Provides an introduction to the life and biography of Jesse Owens, the African American track star who 
won four gold medals in the 1936 Olympics.

Jesse Owens

Discover the inspiring story of Jesse Owens - African-American track-and-field athlete and Olympic 
gold medalist - in this fascinating kids' biography. Jesse Owens is one of the most famous athletes 
of all time, but he experienced discrimination throughout his athletic career, such as having to stay at 
a different hotel to his teammates, because of the colour of his skin. However, he went on to win an 
incredible four gold medals at the Berlin 1936 Olympic Games. This biography, ideal for kids aged 8-11, 
charts the major events of Jesse's life; from his childhood growing up on a farm in Alabama before his 
family moved to Ohio in search of better opportunities, to the beginning of his running career and years 
as a world record-breaking student athlete while working part-time jobs, all the way to the Olympics 
and beyond. DK Life Stories goes beyond the basic facts to tell the true life stories of history's most 
inspiring people. Full-colour photographs and hand-drawn illustrations complement age-appropriate, 
narrative text. Definition boxes, information sidebars, and inspiring quotes add depth, while a handy 
reference section at the back makes DK Life Stories the one biography series everyone will want to 
collect.

DK Life Stories Jesse Owens

In 1936 athlete Jesse Owens won four gold medals at the Berlin Olympics and, two years later, boxer 
Joe Louis won a crushing victory to become heavyweight champion of the world. Despite their fame 
and success, both men would find themselves barred from certain hotels and would have to eat outside 
restaurants because of the colour of their skin. However. by their example, they gave hope to millions 
of black people around the world as they became the first black superstars. In Donald McRae's William 
Hill prize-winning dual biography, he compiles a brilliant portrait of the two men, who became close 
friends despite their very different career paths: within days of Olympic glory, Owens was banned 
from competing again, and was forced to spend his days racing against horses to earn a living before 
becoming a spokesman for the sporting ideal. Meanwhile Louis won and lost a fortune, eventually 
battling with drug addiction and mental illness. His vivid account of their lives away from the public eye, 
and the era in which they lived, is compelling and tragic.

In Black And White

Born the tenth child of a poor Southern sharecropper and barely able to read or write, Jesse Owens 
would nevertheless go on to win an unprecedented four gold medals at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, 
becoming an international superstar overnight and exploding Hitler's myth of Aryan supremacy in 
the process. William J. Baker's Jesse Owens is the most complete and probing biography of Owens 
ever written, vividly detailing the successes and failures of this complex and troubled but ultimately 
indomitable figure who transcended his own athleticism and became an American icon. -- Publisher 
description

Jesse Owens

Barriers have existed to deny people the chance to compete athletically based on their race, ethnic 
background, or sex. Some athletes, through their courage and class, have broken down the barriers 
that have afflicted our society, and sometimes affected greater social change. Jesse Owens, an African 
American, dominated Hitler’s Olympics in Berlin in 1936, discrediting claims of racial superiority, and 
earning great respect in Europe. He then returned home to force the United States to confront its own 
racial attitudes.



Jesse Owens

A compelling resource for sports enthusiasts, Jesse Owens: A Life in American History places the life 
and athletic accomplishments of Jesse Owens within the context of race and American history in the 
early 20th century. The year 2020 marks the 40th anniversary of the death of one of the greatest track 
and field athletes in intercollegiate and Olympic history. This book examines Jesse Owens' upbringing, 
religious and spiritual life, and collegiate years and includes an examination of race, politics, and Nazi 
Germany as a backdrop to the 1936 Olympics. It also considers Owens' personal economic hardships 
after his triumph at the Olympic Games, his death, and his legacy. This biography series title will 
appeal to general readers, history buffs, and sports enthusiasts. Chapters are organized around the 
major developments in Jesse Owens' life, from his birth in Oakville, Alabama in 1913 to his death 
in Tucson, Arizona in 1980, and all of his groundbreaking athletic achievements in between. Primary 
source documents, sidebars, a timeline, and a bibliography provide valuable additional information for 
readers. The final chapter, "Why Jesse Owens Matters," explores his cultural and historical significance.

Jesse Owens

*Includes pictures *Includes Owens' quotes about his life and career *Includes accounts of the 1936 
Olympics *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents 
"Although I wasn't invited to shake hands with Hitler, I wasn't invited to the White House to shake hands 
with the President either." - Jesse Owens A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history's most 
influential figures, but how much of the forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors' American 
Legends series, readers can get caught up to speed on the lives of America's most important men 
and women in the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning interesting facts long forgotten or 
never known. The Olympics have long been the center of attention in the sports world, but perhaps 
no moment in the history of the games was as poignant as Jesse Owens' performance in Berlin in 
1936. Owens would finish his career with 4 gold medals and become known as "perhaps the greatest 
and most famous athlete in track and field history" (as his obituary in the New York Times put it), but 
nearly 80 years later, it's the context that has made his performance so memorable. Owens was one 
of the greatest track athletes in the country in the 1930s, and while he was at Ohio State, he set 3 
world records and tied another one within 45 minutes at a Big Ten meet in 1935, but hurdles on the 
track weren't as hard to clear as ones he had to deal with away from sports. As a young black man, 
he had to deal with entrenched racism across the country, from staying in segregated hotels to not 
being eligible for a sports scholarship, In 1936, World War II was still a few years away, but Adolf Hitler 
was fully in control of Nazi Germany and hoped to use the Olympics as a showcase of the resurgent 
German nation. Internationally, Hitler's Germany was not yet a major concern to the vast majority of 
people unfamiliar with politics, nor were the domestic policies being carried out by the Nazis, but some 
still thought the United States should not even participate in the Olympics that year. Of course, those 
who wanted to boycott the games could not have known what Jesse Owens had in store in Berlin. Given 
the unabashed racism of Hitler's regime, Jesse Owens' performance would end up being a rebuke of 
sorts to Hitler's notion of Aryan superiority, and an apocryphal legend has since sprung up that Hitler 
left the games early to avoid having to shake Owens' hand. While that reputed snub almost certainly 
did not occur, one Nazi official did note that Hitler "was highly annoyed by the series of triumphs by the 
marvelous colored American runner, Jesse Owens. People whose antecedents came from the jungle 
were primitive, Hitler said with a shrug; their physiques were stronger than those of civilized whites and 
hence should be excluded from future games." Owens' performance and the focus over whether Hitler 
snubbed him also obscured one of the most ironic aspects of Owens' life and sports career. In fact, 
while some were asserting that Hitler did actually congratulate Owens, others pointed out that Owens 
was treated better in Germany than he was back at home, where he had to ride in a freight elevator to 
a reception in his honor and didn't hear from President Roosevelt following the games. Owens himself 
pointed out, "Hitler didn't snub me - it was our president who snubbed me. The president didn't even 
send me a telegram." Indeed, Owens would find it hard to get by for the rest of his life, much of which 
was spent trying to capitalize off commemorations of his past exploits by resorting to gimmicks such 
as racing against horses. The situation led him to bitterly remark, "People say that it was degrading for 
an Olympic champion to run against a horse, but what was I supposed to do? I had four gold medals, 
but you can't eat four gold medals."

American Legends



Jesse Owens, also known as "The Buckeye Bullet," was born on September 12, 1913, in Oakville, 
Alabama. In high school, he won three track and field events at the 1933 National Interscholastic 
Championships. Two years later, while competing for Ohio State University, he equaled one world record 
and broke three others. In 1936 Owens won four gold medals at the Olympic Games in Berlin. Owens 
died from cancer on March 31, 1980.

Jesse Owens ? Track and Field

Jesse Owens and Joe Louis have been hailed as American icons for the last sixty-five years, yet 
they were unfailingly human in everything they achieved and endured: as vulnerable as they were 
courageous; as troubled as they were brilliant; as restless in themselves as they are now rooted in 
history. IN BLACK AND WHITE will tell, for the first time, the story of the shared political legacy, 
extraordinary personal links and enduring friendship between 4-times Olympic gold medallist Jesse 
Owens, and Heavyweight World Boxing Champion Joe Louis, black athletes born in an America 
demeaned by racism and poverty.

In Black & White

Relates the story of the Olympic champ who had a huge impact on how African Americans were 
perceived, both at home and around the world.

Jesse Owens

This book explores the life and career of this track and field star from his childhood in Ohio, through 
his struggles with discrimination, to his many athletic accomplishments. It covers his track career and 
records, his work as an author and speaker, and his dedication to working with young people.

Jesse Owens, Track and Field Legend

In an era far removed from the African American celebrity athletes of today, Olympic great Jesse Owens 
achieved fame by running faster and jumping farther than anyone in the world. Author Jacqueline 
Edmondson explores Owens' struggles and hard-earned accomplishments, as well as how he paved 
the way for future generations of athletes, including color-line shatterer Jackie Robinson. It is difficult 
to imagine a time when African Americans were not part of professional sports in the United States. 
So many admired and beloved African-American athletes are national heroes today: Michael Jordan, 
Venus and Serena Williams, Tiger Woods, Florence Griffin-Joyner, Shaquille O'Neal, Muhammad Ali, 
to name a few. No such celebrity athletes appeared on magazine covers when Jesse Owens was a 
boy in the 1920s, no African American stars for him to hope to emulate. As the first American in track 
and field to win four gold medals in a single Olympic Games, Owens' athletic accomplishments were 
achieved despite seemingly insurmountable odds. This insightful biography tells the life story of a boy 
who grew up in poverty in the Deep South, won Olympic gold in Hitler's Germany by running faster 
and jumping farther than anyone in the world, and achieved fame and sometimes fortune in the midst 
of the Great Depression and a nation deeply divided by race. Yet while Owens broke world records 
in track and gained attention from the general public, few athletes could understand his experiences, 
including the overt racial discrimination he faced-even fewer who understood the complexities his fame 
brought. Author Jacqueline Edmondson explores Owens' struggles and hard-earned accomplishments, 
as well as how he paved the way for future generations of athletes, including color line shatterer, Jackie 
Robinson. A timeline, photos, and extensive bibliography of print and electronic sources supplement 
this biography of one of the greatest Olympic athletes in American history.

Jesse Owens

Describes the life of the sharecroppers' son who became an Olympic legend, and challenged Hitler's 
dream of Aryan superiority.

Jesse Owens

In virtually every sport in which they are given opportunity to compete, people of African descent 
dominate. East Africans own every distance running record. Professional sports in the Americas are 
dominated by men and women of West African descent. Why have blacks come to dominate sports? 
Are they somehow physically better? And why are we so uncomfortable when we discuss this? Drawing 
on the latest scientific research, journalist Jon Entine makes an irrefutable case for black athletic 



superiority. We learn how scientists have used numerous, bogus "scientific" methods to prove that 
blacks were either more or less superior physically, and how racist scientists have often equated 
physical prowess with intellectual deficiency. Entine recalls the long, hard road to integration, both 
on the field and in society. And he shows why it isn't just being black that matters—it makes a huge 
difference as to where in Africa your ancestors are from.Equal parts sports, science and examination 
of why this topic is so sensitive, Taboois a book that will spark national debate.

Taboo

At the 1936 Olympic Games in Germany, Jesse Owens won gold medals in the 100-meter dash, the 
200-meter dash, and the 400-meter relay—and Adolph Hitler scrambled from his private box to avoid 
honoring the black athlete. During World War II, Joe Louis, heavyweight champion of the world, paid 
surprise visits to military hospitals. Though he later lost his title belt to the German Max Schmeling 
(which greatly pleased Hitler), when Louis died, broke, Schmeling used his wealth to pay for Louis’s 
funeral. In the 1971 World Series, Roberto Clemete posted the greatest single performance by any 
player ever, making two impossible catches in the outfield, batting .414, and hitting seven singles, two 
doubles, one triple, and two homeruns. Clemente died the next year in a plane crash while flying relief 
supplies to earthquake victims in Nicaragua. Stories like these are testaments to the power of athletics 
to influence and inspire people, nations, and cultures. In Black Sports Heroes: Past and Present, author 
and cartoonist Morrie Turner skillfully presents cartoons and stories, known and unknown, about black 
athletes of all nations and the impact they had upon their sport and their world. Through his impressive 
combination of humor and fact, Turner brings “kid power” and “rainbow power” to life, showing us a 
world where all people, regardless of racial, religious, sexual, or physical differences, can live, learn, 
work, and play together.

Black Sports Heroes

The original essays in this comprehensive collection examine the lives and sports of famous and 
not-so-famous African American male and female athletes from the nineteenth century to today. Here 
are twenty insightful biographies that furnish perspectives on the changing status of these athletes and 
how these changes mirrored the transformation of sports, American society, and civil rights legislation. 
Some of the athletes discussed include Marshall Taylor (bicycling), William Henry Lewis (football), Jack 
Johnson, Satchel Paige, Jesse Owens, Joe Lewis, Alice Coachman (track and field), Althea Gibson 
(tennis), Wilma Rudolph, Bill Russell, Jim Brown, Arthur Ashe, Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods, and Venus 
and Serena Williams.

Out of the Shadows

Examines the life of Olympic athlete Jesse Owens, looks at his impact on world sports, and analyzes 
his aims and achievements.

Jesse Owens

Sprint around the track and get to know Jesse Owens in this fascinating, nonfiction Level 3 
Ready-to-Read, part of a new series of biographies about people “you should meet.” Meet Jesse 
Owens, an African American runner who won four gold medals at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin! What 
made his achievement even more memorable was that Adolph Hitler expected the Olympic Games to 
be a German showcase. In fact, he criticized the United States for even including black athletes on its 
Olympic roster. According to many reports, after Owens won his fourth gold medal, Hitler stormed out 
of the stadium. In 1936 Jesse Owens took a stand against racism and made history. A special section 
at the back of the book includes extras on subjects like history and math, plus a short article filled with 
interesting facts about the Olympics. With the You Should Meet series, learning about historical figures 
has never been so fascinating!

Jesse Owens

Nicknamed the "World's Fastest Human," Jesse Owens grew up in a poor farming community. A sickly 
child, he went on to become one of history's most talented track athletes. The first man to win four 
gold medals in a single Olympics, Owens set six World Records and discredited Nazi leader Adolph 
Hitler's racist beliefs by showing his superior athletic skills at the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games. From 



his childhood in Alabama through his death in Arizona, this book follows the spectacular life of this 
incredible athlete.

Jesse Owens (Revised Edition)

Profiles the famous track and field athlete Jesse Owens, who won 4 gold medals at the 1936 Summer 
Olympics in Berlin.

Jesse Owens

In these engaging and forthright interviews, thirteen African American athletes talk about how they 
endured through pain, loneliness, and rejection to become champions. In sports as diverse as football 
and fencing, wrestling and track and field, these men and women triumphed over the odds to become 
better than the best. Their legacy is in their accomplishments and in their determination to continue 
contributing to the societal transformation their efforts helped make possible. A V Ethel Willis White 
Book

Better than the Best

In this “must-read for anyone concerned with race, sports, and politics in America” (William C. Rhoden, 
New York Times bestselling author), the inspirational and largely unknown true story of the eighteen 
African American athletes who competed in the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games, defying the racism of 
both Nazi Germany and the Jim Crow South. Set against the turbulent backdrop of a segregated 
United States, sixteen Black men and two Black women are torn between boycotting the Olympic 
Games in Nazi Germany or participating. If they go, they would represent a country that considered 
them second-class citizens and would compete amid a strong undercurrent of Aryan superiority that 
considered them inferior. Yet, if they stayed, would they ever have a chance to prove them wrong on a 
global stage? Five athletes, full of discipline and heart, guide you through this harrowing and inspiring 
journey. There’s a young and feisty Tidye Pickett from Chicago, whose lithe speed makes her the first 
African American woman to compete in the Olympic Games; a quiet Louise Stokes from Malden, 
Massachusetts, who breaks records across the Northeast with humble beginnings training on railroad 
tracks. We find Mack Robinson in Pasadena, California, setting an example for his younger brother, 
Jackie Robinson; and the unlikely competitor Archie Williams, a lanky book-smart teen in Oakland 
takes home a gold medal. Then there’s Ralph Metcalfe, born in Atlanta and raised in Chicago, who 
becomes the wise and fierce big brother of the group. From burning crosses set on the Robinsons’s 
lawn to a Pennsylvania small town on fire with praise and parades when the athletes return from 
Berlin, Olympic Pride, American Prejudice has “done the world a favor by bringing into the sunlight the 
unknown story of eighteen black Olympians who should never be forgotten. This book is both beautiful 
and wrenching, and essential to understanding the rich history of African American athletes” (Kevin 
Merida, editor-in-chief of ESPN’s The Undefeated).

Olympic Pride, American Prejudice

This book profiles some of the greatest African-American athletes of the past 150 years. They competed 
in sports ranging from boxing and horse racing to track and field, basketball, and baseball. As you'll 
discover, what these champions accomplished on the field of competition was often but a small part 
of their story. Read, for example, about how doctors thought Wilma Rudolph might never walk after a 
childhood bout of polio—but she went on to sprint her way to three Olympic gold medals. Or how the 
fiery Jackie Robinson silently endured a torrent of abuse in order to break baseball's "color barrier." 
Find out the connection between a stolen bike and Muhammad Ali's legendary boxing career. And learn 
how the African-American sports heroes of the past helped pave the way for superstars of the present, 
such as Kobe Bryant, Tiger Woods, and Candace Parker.

African Americans in Sports

Up-to-date profiles on;* Gail Devers, Track* George Foreman, Boxer* Rafer Johnson, Track* Florence 
Griffith Joyner, Track* Sugar Ray Leonard, Boxer* Edwin Moses, Track* Debi Thomas, Figure Skating* 
PLUS 6 additional 2-page biographies

Great African Americans in the Olympics



Audisee® eBooks with Audio combine professional narration and sentence highlighting to engage 
reluctant readers! In 1936, Adolf Hitler attempted to make the Olympic Games in Berlin, Germany, 
a showcase of Nazi superiority with a new stadium and the first television broadcast of the Games. He 
didn't account for African-American sprinter and long jumper James Cleveland "Jesse" Owens, who 
smashed records throughout his track and field career. Owens turned Hitler's Olympic vision on its 
head by winning four gold medals in the 100m, 200m, 4x100m relay and long jump. Along the way, 
he broke or equaled nine Olympic records and set three world records. In graphic nonfiction style, this 
biography takes readers from Owens's early life to his historic athletic triumphs.

Jesse Owens

An easy-to-read biography of the black athlete who won four gold medals in the 1936 Olympics.

Jesse Owens

Deeply personal memoir by the track star who shattered the Hitler myth of Aryan superiority at the 1936 
Olympics.

Blackthink

A comprehensive study of black participation in sports since slavery reveals a checkered history of 
prejudice and cultural bias that have plagued American sports from the beginning.

The Unlevel Playing Field

NULL

Jesse Owens

Outlines achievements of American Negro athletes in all areas of professional sports--golf, horse 
racing, football, boxing, track, and many others.

The Black Athlete

Describes the life of the sharecroppers' son who won four gold medals at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin 
and challenged Hitler's notion of Aryan superiority.

Jesse Owens

*"Rivaling the nonfiction works of Steve Sheinkin and Daniel James Brown's The Boys in the 
Boat....Even readers who don't appreciate sports will find this story a page-turner." --School Library 
Connection, starred review *"A must for all library collections." --Booklist, starred review Winner of the 
2020 AJL Sydney Taylor Honor! From the New York Times bestselling author of Strong Inside comes 
the remarkable true story of the birth of Olympic basketball at the 1936 Summer Games in Hitler's 
Germany. Perfect for fans of The Boys in the Boat and Unbroken. On a scorching hot day in July 
1936, thousands of people cheered as the U.S. Olympic teams boarded the S.S. Manhattan, bound 
for Berlin. Among the athletes were the 14 players representing the first-ever U.S. Olympic basketball 
team. As thousands of supporters waved American flags on the docks, it was easy to miss the one 
courageous man holding a BOYCOTT NAZI GERMANY sign. But it was too late for a boycott now; the 
ship had already left the harbor. 1936 was a turbulent time in world history. Adolf Hitler had gained 
power in Germany three years earlier. Jewish people and political opponents of the Nazis were the 
targets of vicious mistreatment, yet were unaware of the horrors that awaited them in the coming 
years. But the Olympians on board the S.S. Manhattan and other international visitors wouldn't see 
any signs of trouble in Berlin. Streets were swept, storefronts were painted, and every German citizen 
greeted them with a smile. Like a movie set, it was all just a facade, meant to distract from the terrible 
things happening behind the scenes. This is the incredible true story of basketball, from its invention by 
James Naismith in Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1891, to the sport's Olympic debut in Berlin and the 
eclectic mix of people, events and propaganda on both sides of the Atlantic that made it all possible. 
Includes photos throughout, a Who's-Who of the 1936 Olympics, bibliography, and index. Praise for 
Games of Deception: A 2020 ALA Notable Children's Book! A 2020 CBC Notable Social Studies Book! 
"Maraniss does a great job of blending basketball action with the horror of Hitler's Berlin to bring this 
fascinating, frightening, you-can't-make-this-stuff-up moment in history to life." -Steve Sheinkin, New 



York Times bestselling author of Bomb and Undefeated "I was blown away by Games of Deception....It's 
a fascinating, fast-paced, well-reasoned, and well-written account of the hidden-in-plain-sight horrors 
and atrocities that underpinned sports, politics, and propaganda in the United States and Germany. 
This is an important read." -Susan Campbell Bartoletti, Newbery Honor winning author of Hitler Youth 
"A richly reported and stylishly told reminder how, when you scratch at a sports story, the real world 
often lurks just beneath." --Alexander Wolff, New York Times bestselling author of The Audacity of Hoop: 
Basketball and the Age of Obama "An insightful, gripping account of basketball and bias." --Kirkus 
Reviews "An exciting and overlooked slice of history." --School Library Journal

Games of Deception

Author Carla Mooney explores African American involvement in sports in the United States from 
the nineteenth century to the present. Blacks' participation in horse racing, track and field, baseball, 
basketball, golf, tennis, and boxing are all covered. The book relates the accomplishments of trailblazers 
as well as the discrimination, insults, and physical violence they endured to open the doors of 
opportunity for black athletes around the country. The achievements of modern sports stars are also 
discussed and sidebars feature brief biographies of both pioneers and superstars.

African Americans in Sports
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