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This resource delves into the significant yet often overlooked roles played by indigenous peoples from 
various British Dominions during the First World War. It examines their diverse experiences, motivations 
for joining, and the profound impact of their contributions on both the war effort and their communities 
back home within the British Empire.
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Indigenous Peoples of the British Dominions and the First World War

The first comprehensive examination and comparison of the indigenous peoples of the five British 
dominions during the First World War.
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Indigenous Peoples of the British Dominions and the First World War

The first comprehensive examination and comparison of the indigenous peoples of the five British 
dominions during the First World War.

For King and Kanata

"The first comprehensive history of the Aboriginal First World War experience on the battlefield and the 
home front. When the call to arms was heard at the outbreak of the First World War, Canada's First 
Nations pledged their men and money to the Crown to honour their long-standing tradition of forming 
military alliances with Europeans during times of war, and as a means of resisting cultural assimilation 
and attaining equality through shared service and sacrifice. Initially, the Canadian government rejected 
these offers based on the belief that status Indians were unsuited to modern, civilized warfare. But in 
1915, Britain intervened and demanded Canada actively recruit Indian soldiers to meet the incessant 
need for manpower. Thus began the complicated relationships between the Imperial Colonial and 
War Offices, the Department of Indian Affairs, and the Ministry of Militia that would affect every 
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aspect of the war experience for Canada's Aboriginal soldiers. In his groundbreaking new book, 
For King and Kanata, Timothy C. Winegard reveals how national and international forces directly 
influenced the more than 4,000 status Indians who voluntarily served in the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force between 1914 and 1919--a per capita percentage equal to that of Euro-Canadians--and how 
subsequent administrative policies profoundly affected their experiences at home, on the battlefield, 
and as returning veterans."--Publisher's website.

Fighting with the Empire

Canadians often characterize their military history as a march toward nationhood, but in the first eighty 
years of Confederation they were fighting for the British Empire. War forced Canadians to re-examine 
their relationship to Britain and to one another. As French Canadians, Indigenous peoples, and those 
with roots in continental Europe and beyond mobilized for war, their participation challenged the 
imagined homogeneity of Canada as a British nation. Fighting with the Empire examines the paradox of 
a national contribution to an imperial war effort, finding middle ground between affirming the emergence 
of a nation through warfare and equating Canadian nationalism with British imperialism.

Indigenous Peoples and the Second World War

A transnational history of how Indigenous peoples mobilised en masse to support the war effort on the 
battlefields and the home fronts.

Australians and the First World War

This book contributes to the global turn in First World War studies by exploring Australians’ engage-
ments with the conflict across varied boundaries and by situating Australian voices and perspectives 
within broader, more complex contexts. This diverse and multifaceted collection includes chapters on 
the composition and contribution of the Australian Imperial Force, the experiences of prisoners of 
war, nurses and Red Cross workers, the resonances of overseas events for Australians at home, and 
the cultural legacies of the war through remembrance and representation. The local-global framework 
provides a fresh lens through which to view Australian connections with the Great War, demonstrating 
that there is still much to be said about this cataclysmic event in modern history.

All the King's Men

This comparative study focuses on the ways in which the British settler colonies of Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand and South Africa treated indigenous peoples in relation to political rights, encompassing 
the imperial policies of the 1830s and the national political settlements in place by 1910.

Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights

In the summer of 1914 Germany’s Pacific colonies were a quiet backwater of its empire. But the shots 
of Sarajevo shattered the Pacific as well as Europe. Within weeks of the outbreak of World war I 
Western Samoa - German territory to be taken in the war - New Guinea, and the Micronesian lands, 
were occupied by Australian, New Zealand, and Japanese forces. Current historiography claims that 
World War I made little difference to the indigenous populations of the Pacific and that this change in 
colonial masters had little effect on those they ruled. The Neglected War challenges this interpretation. 
World War I and its aftermath, Hermann Hiery claims, had a tremendous effect on the Pacific Islands, 
Hiery details the policies pursued by Australia, New Zealand, and Japan, showing how each viewed 
and treated the indigenous populations. Administered by military officers with little civil oversight, the 
new colonial regimes employed the mandates they had received at the Paris Peace Conference with 
impunity. Hiery’s scrupulous review of the evidence, gathered from largely unknown primary sources, 
has uncovered a story of masquerades and coverups, negligence and duplicity, leading in some cases 
to full blown atrocities. Most of all, he tells the story of Pacific Islanders ,how they coped with the 
dramatic changes brought about by the war, and how they tried to influence its consequences. Many 
Islanders were fully aware that their political destiny was to be redefined after the war, and a few even 
saw it as an opportunity to achieve independence. This is also the story of their failure. Behind the 
evidence gathered here lie fundamental questions. How important are the differences in the nature of 
particular colonial regimes, and what effect do such differences have on indigenous peoples? How do 
indigenous peoples interpret disparities in colonial rule? This revisionist work addresses these issues 
while shedding light on a crucial time in the history of the Pacific.

The Neglected War



The British Empire played a crucial part in the First World War, supplying hundreds of thousands of 
soldiers and labourers as well as a range of essential resources, from foodstuffs to minerals, mules, 
and munitions. In turn, many imperial territories were deeply affected by wartime phenomena, such as 
inflation, food shortages, combat, and the presence of large numbers of foreign troops. This collection 
offers a comprehensive selection of essays illuminating the extent of the Empire’s war contribution and 
experience, and the richness of scholarly research on the subject. Whether supporting British military 
operations, aiding the British imperial economy, or experiencing significant wartime effects on the home 
fronts of the Empire, the war had a profound impact on the colonies and their people. The chapters 
in this volume were originally published in Australian Historical Studies, The Journal of Imperial and 
Commonwealth History, First World War Studies or The Round Table: The Commonwealth Journal of 
International Affairs.

The British Empire and the First World War

In 1914 almost one quarter of the earth's surface was British. When the empire and its allies went to 
war in 1914 against the Central Powers, history's first global conflict was inevitable. It is the social 
and cultural reactions to that war and within those distant, often overlooked, societies which is the 
focus of this volume. From Singapore to Australia, Cyprus to Ireland, India to Iraq and around the 
rest of the British imperial world, further complexities and interlocking themes are addressed, offering 
new perspectives on imperial and colonial history and theory, as well as art, music, photography, 
propaganda, education, pacifism, gender, class, race and diplomacy at the end of the pax Britannica.

The Great War and the British Empire

Table of contents

Equal Subjects, Unequal Rights

Endurance was an inherent part of the First World War. The chapters in this collection explore the 
concept in New Zealand and Australia. Researchers from a range of backgrounds and disciplines 
address what it meant for New Zealanders and Australians to endure the First World War, and how the 
war endured through the Twentieth Century. Soldiers and civilians alike endured hardship, discomfort, 
fears and anxieties during the war. Officials and organisations faced unprecedented demands on their 
time and resources, while Maori, Australian Aborigines, Anglo-Indian New Zealanders and children 
sought their own ways to contribute and be acknowledged. Family-members in Australia and New 
Zealand endured uncertainty about their loved ones’ fates on distant shores. Once the war ended, 
different forms of endurance emerged as responses, memories, myths and memorials quickly took 
shape and influenced the ways in which New Zealanders and Australians understood the conflict. The 
collection is divided into the themes of Institutional Endurance, Home Front Endurance, Battlefield 
Endurance, Race and Endurance, and Memorials.

All the King's Men

A comprehensive new history of the shaping and performance of the British army during the First World 
War.

Endurance and the First World War

This is the first in-depth and comparative study of the experience of colonial encounters for troops from 
the British Empire during the First World War. Drawing on a rich variety of textual and visual material, 
Anna Maguire explores new contact zones that materialised beyond the battlefield, on troopships, 
in ports, in military camps and hospitals, in cafes and city streets. She reveals how the colonial 
mobilisation of troops during the conflict prompted the emergence of spaces for interactions, fleeting 
moments or ongoing relationships. Through their personal experiences, she uncovers how men from 
New Zealand, South Africa and the West Indies viewed themselves and their identities during a time 
of global conflict, simultaneously asserting the strength of the existing colonial order and challenging 
its enactment, through contact, conflict and collaboration. In spaces away from the frontlines, Maguire 
uses these cultural encounters of colonial troops to offer a more intricate understanding of imperial 
power relations.

The British Army and the First World War



This book explores how ideas of protection were applied to Indigenous peoples of Britain's antipodean 
colonies. Focusing on historical actors who were intermediaries of protection practices on the ground, 
it considers the critical role of protection policy in the making of colonial relations.

Contact Zones of the First World War

During the First World War, Britain was the epicentre of global mass internment and deportation 
operations. Germans, Austro-Hungarians, Turks, and Bulgarians who had settled in Britain and its 
overseas territories were deemed to be a potential danger to the realm through their ties with the 
Central Powers and were classified as 'enemy aliens'. A complex set of wartime legislation imposed 
limitations on their freedom of movement, expression, and property possession. Approximately 50,000 
men and some women experienced the most drastic step of enemy alien control, namely internment 
behind barbed wire, in many cases for the whole duration of the war and thousands of miles away from 
the place of arrest. Enemies in the Empire is the first study to analyse British internment operations 
against civilian 'enemies' during the First World War from an imperial perspective. The narrative takes a 
three-pronged approach. In addition to a global examination, the volume demonstrates how internment 
operated on a (proto-) national scale within the three selected case studies of the metropole (Britain), a 
white dominion (South Africa), and a colony under direct rule (India). Stefan Manz and Panikos Panayi 
then bring their study to the local level by concentrating on the three camps Knockaloe (Britain), Fort 
Napier (South Africa), and Ahmednagar (India), allowing for detailed analyses of personal experiences. 
Although conditions were generally humane, in some cases, suffering occurred. The study argues that 
the British Empire played a key role in developing civilian internment as a central element of warfare 
and national security on a global scale.

Aboriginal Protection and Its Intermediaries in Britain's Antipodean Colonies

This introductory history of the Scottish diaspora (c.1700 to 1945) explores migration, Scots' expe-
riences where they landed and the reverse impact of this migration on Scotland. It examines the 
geographies of the diaspora and key theories, concepts and t

Enemies in the Empire

During the first half of the twentieth century, European countries witnessed the arrival of hundreds 
of thousands of colonial soldiers fighting in European territory (First and Second World War and 
Spanish Civil War) and coming into contact with European society and culture. For many Europeans, 
these were the first instances in which they met Asians or Africans, and the presence of Indian, 
Indo-Chinese, Moluccan, Senegalese, Moroccan or Algerian soldiers in Europe did not go unnoticed. 
This book explores this experience as it relates to the returning soldiers - who often had difficulties 
re-adapting to their subordinate status at home - and on European authorities who for the first time 
had to accommodate large numbers of foreigners in their own territories, which in some ways would 
help shape later immigration policies.

Scottish Diaspora

The little-known story of how army veterans returning to reservation life after World War I transformed 
Native American identity. Drawing from archival sources and oral histories, Thomas Grillot demon-
strates how the relationship between Native American tribes and the United States was reinvented in 
the years following World War I. During that conflict, twelve thousand Native American soldiers served 
in the U.S. Army. They returned home to their reservations with newfound patriotism, leveraging their 
veteran cachet for political power and claiming all the benefits of citizenship—even supporting the 
termination policy that ended the U.S. government’s recognition of tribal sovereignty.

Colonial Soldiers in Europe, 1914-1945

In this fresh and controversial account of Britain's end of empire, Grob-Fitzgibbon reveals that the 
British government developed a successful strategy of decolonization following the Second World War 
based on devolving power to indigenous peoples within the Commonwealth.

First Americans

World War II is often presented from a European perspective and the extent of the colonies contribution 
to the success of the Allies is little known. This book is one of the first of its kind to detail the 



massive commitment and impact made from people of colour during World War II from former British 
Empire territories and Commonwealth countries. Written for young people and to help develop research 
and interpretation skills in History, English and Citizenship (key stages 3-4), it includes authentic 
photographs, case studies and activities, which will make learning fun and enjoyable.Royalties from the 
sales of the book go to the Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League (RCEL) who support veterans 
from the Commonwealth and former British Empire many of whom are World War II veterans

Imperial Endgame

Was the First World War really 'For King and Country'? This is the first full history of the monarchy's 
role.

Under One Flag

This book recasts the role of the Indian Army on the Western Front, questioning why its performance 
was traditionally deemed a failure.

For King and Country

Recasts the role of the Indian Army on the Western Front, questioning why its performance was 
traditionally deemed a failure.

The Indian Army on the Western Front

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have been protecting country since time immemorial. 
One way they have continued these traditions in recent times is through service in the Australian 
military, both overseas and within Australia. In Defence of Country presents a selection of life stories 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ex-servicemen and women who served in the Australian Army, 
Navy and Air Force after World War Two. In their own words, participants discuss a range of issues 
including why they joined up; racial discrimination; the Stolen Generations; leadership; discipline; 
family; war and peace; education and skills development; community advocacy; and their hopes for 
the future of Indigenous Australia. Individually and collectively, the life stories in this book highlight the 
many contributions that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander servicemen and women have made, and 
continue to make, in defence of country.

The Indian Army on the Western Front South Asia Edition

There is no single volume that shines a light on Asia's collective involvement in the First World War, 
and the impact that war had on its societies. Moreover, no volume in any language explores the 
experiences Asian countries shared as they became embroiled, with divergent results, in the war and 
its repercussions. Asia and the Great War moves beyond the national or even international level by 
presenting a 'shared' history from non-national and transnational perspectives. Asian involvements 
make the Great War not only a true 'world' war but also a 'great' war. The war generated forces that 
would transform Asia both internally and externally. Asian involvement in the First World War is a 
unique chapter in both Asian and world history, with Asian participation transforming the meaning and 
implications of the broader conflict. Asia and the Great War also takes steps to recover memories 
of the war and re-evaluate the war in its Asian contexts. Asia's part in the war and the part the war 
played in the collective development of Asia represent the first steps of the long journey to full national 
independence and international recognition. This volume aims to bring the Great War more fully into 
Asian history and the people of Asia into the international history of the war, in the hope that the shared 
history could lay the groundwork for a shared future.

In Defence of Country

Indigeneity is inseparable from empire, and the way empire responds to the Indigenous presence is a 
key historical factor in shaping the flow of imperial history. This book is about the consequences of the 
encounter in the early nineteenth century between the British imperial presence and the First Peoples 
of what were to become Australia and New Zealand. However, the shape of social relations between 
Indigenous peoples and the forces of empire does not remain constant over time. The book tracks 
how the creation of empire in this part of the world possessed long-lasting legacies both for the settler 
colonies that emerged and for the wider history of British imperial culture.



Asia and the Great War

Imaginatively conceived and compellingly told, War under Heaven redefines our understanding of 
Anglo-Indian relations in the colonial period."--BOOK JACKET.

Empire and Indigeneity

In The Last Treaty, Michelle Tusan profoundly reshapes the story of how the First World War ended in the 
Middle East. Tracing Europe's war with the Ottoman Empire through to the signing of Lausanne, which 
finally ended the war in 1923, she places the decisive Allied victory over Germany in 1918 in sharp relief 
against the unrelenting war in the East and reassesses the military operations, humanitarian activities 
and diplomatic dealings that continued after the signing of Versailles in 1919. She shows how, on the 
Middle Eastern Front, Britain and France directed Allied war strategy against a resurgent Ottoman 
Empire to sustain an imperial system that favored Europe's dominance within the nascent international 
system. The protracted nature of the conflict and ongoing humanitarian crisis proved devastating for the 
civilian populations caught in its wake and increasingly questioned old certainties about a European-led 
imperial order and humanitarian intervention. Its consequences would transform the postwar world.

War Under Heaven

As the British empire expanded throughout the world, the English language played an important role in 
power relations between Britain and its colonies. English was used as a colonizing agent to suppress 
the indigenous cultures of various peoples and to make them subject to British rule. With the end of 
World War II, many countries became gradually decolonized, and their indigenous cultures experienced 
a renaissance. Colonial mores and power systems clashed and combined with indigenous traditions 
to create postcolonial texts. This volume treats postcoloniality as a process of cultural and linguistic 
interplay, in which British culture initially suppressed indigenous cultures and later combined with them 
after the decline of the British empire. The first section of this book provides an introductory overview 
of English postcoloniality. This section is followed by chapters discussing postcoloniality and literature 
from an historical perspective in particular countries around the world. The third section gives special 
attention to the literature and culture of indigenous peoples. A selected bibliography concludes the 
work.

The Last Treaty

This book explores the Kuki uprising against the British Empire during the First World War in the 
northeast frontier of India (then the Assam–Burma frontier). It sheds light on how the three-year war 
(1917–1919), spanning over 6,000 square miles, is crucial to understanding present-day Northeast 
India. Companion to the seminal The Anglo-Kuki War, 1917–1919, the chapters in this volume: 
• Examine several aspects of the Anglo-Kuki War, which had far-reaching consequences for the 
indigenous Kuki population, including economy, politics, identity, indigenous culture and belief systems, 
and traditional institutions during and after the First World War itself; • Highlight finer themes such 
as the role of the chiefs and war councils, symbols of communication, indigenous interpretation 
of the war, remembrance, and other policies which continued to confront the Kuki communities; • 
Interrogate themes of colonial geopolitics, colonialism and the missionaries, state making, and the 
frontier dimensions of the First World War. Moving away from colonial ethnographies, the volume taps 
on a variety of sources – from civilisational discourse to indigenous readings of the war, from tour 
diaries to oral accounts – meshing together the primitive with the modern, the tribal and the settled. 
This book will be of great interest to scholars and researchers of South and Southeast Asian Studies, 
area studies, modern history, military and strategic studies, insurgency and counterinsurgency studies, 
tribal warfare, and politics.

English Postcoloniality

This book relays the largely untold story of the approximately 1,100 Australian war graves workers 
whose job it was to locate, identify exhume and rebury the thousands of Australian soldiers who died in 
Europe during the First World War. It tells the story of the men of the Australian Graves Detachment and 
the Australian Graves Service who worked in the period 1919 to 1922 to ensure that grieving families 
in Australia had a physical grave which they could mourn the loss of their loved ones. By presenting 
biographical vignettes of eight men who undertook this work, the book examines the mechanics of the 



commemoration of the Great War and extends our understanding of the individual toll this onerous task 
took on the workers themselves.

Against the Empire

As the hundredth anniversary approaches, it is timely to reflect not only upon the Great War itself and 
on the memorials which were erected to ensure it did not slip from national consciousness, but also to 
reflect upon its rich and substantial cultural legacy. This book examines the heritage of the Great War 
in contemporary Britain. It addresses how the war maintains a place and value within British society 
through the usage of phrases, references, metaphors and imagery within popular, media, heritage and 
political discourse. Whilst the representation of the war within historiography, literature, art, television 
and film has been examined by scholars seeking to understand the origins of the 'popular memory' of 
the conflict, these analyses have neglected how and why wider popular debate draws upon a war fought 
nearly a century ago to express ideas about identity, place and politics. By examining the history, usage 
and meanings of references to the Great War within local and national newspapers, historical societies, 
political publications and manifestos, the heritage sector, popular expressions, blogs and internet chat 
rooms, an analysis of the discourses which structure the remembrance of the war can be created. The 
book acknowledges the diversity within Britain as different regional and national identities draw upon 
the war as a means of expression. Whilst utilising the substantial field of heritage studies, this book 
puts forward a new methodology for assessing cultural heritage and creates an original perspective on 
the place of the Great War across contemporary British society.

Australian War Graves Workers and World War One

During the Second World War, Indigenous people in the United States, Australia, New Zealand and 
Canada mobilised en masse to support the war effort, despite withstanding centuries of colonialism. 
Their roles ranged from ordinary soldiers fighting on distant shores, to soldiers capturing Japanese 
prisoners on their own territory, to women working in munitions plants on the home front. R. Scott 
Sheffield and Noah Riseman examine Indigenous experiences of the Second World War across these 
four settler societies. Informed by theories of settler colonialism, martial race theory and military 
sociology, they show how Indigenous people and their communities both shaped and were shaped 
by the Second World War. Particular attention is paid to the policies in place before, during and after 
the war, highlighting the ways that Indigenous people negotiated their own roles within the war effort 
at home and abroad.

Cultural Heritage of the Great War in Britain

Drawing upon fresh archival material this book recovers the experience of different ethnic groups during 
the First World War conflict.

Indigenous Peoples and the Second World War

Offers an overview of the role played by Black British soldiers in the First World War.

Race, Empire and First World War Writing

This book provides a new approach to the historical treatment of indigenous peoples' sovereignty 
and property rights in Australia and New Zealand. By shifting attention from the original European 
claims of possession to a comparison of the ways in which British players treated these matters later, 
Bain Attwood not only reveals some startling similarities between the Australian and New Zealand 
cases but revises the long-held explanations of the differences. He argues that the treatment of the 
sovereignty and property rights of First Nations was seldom determined by the workings of moral 
principle, legal doctrine, political thought or government policy. Instead, it was the highly particular 
historical circumstances in which the first encounters between natives and Europeans occurred and 
colonisation began that largely dictated whether treaties of cession were negotiated, just as a bitter 
political struggle determined the significance of the Treaty of Waitangi and ensured that native title was 
made in New Zealand.

Black Tommies

Empire and the Making of Native Title
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