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Classic Maya society, offering profound insights into their enduring social fabric.
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Crafting Prehispanic Maya Kinship

By contextualizing classes and their kinship behavior within the overall political economy, Crafting 
Prehispanic Maya Kinship provides an example of how archaeology can help to explain the formation of 
disparate classes and kinship patterns within an ancient state-level society. Bradley E. Ensor provides a 
new theoretical contribution to Maya ethnographic, ethnohistoric, and archaeological research. Rather 
than operating solely as a symbolic order unobservable to archaeologists, kinship, according to Ensor, 
forms concrete social relations that structure daily life and can be reflected in the material remains 
of a society. Ensor argues that the use of cross-culturally identified and confirmed material indicators 
of postmarital residence and descent group organization enable archaeologists—those with the most 
direct material evidence on prehispanic Maya social organization—to overturn a traditional reliance 
on competing and problematic ethnohistorical models. Using recent data from an arch aeological 
project within the Chontalpa Maya region of Tabasco, Mexico, Ensor illustrates how archaeologists can 
interpret and explain the diversity of kinship behavior and its influence on gender within any given Maya 
social formation.

Oysters in the Land of Cacao

Oysters in the Land of Cacao delivers a long-overdue presentation of the archaeology, material culture, 
and regional synthesis on the Formative to Late Classic period societies of the western Chontalpa 
region (Tabasco, Mexico) through contemporary theory. It offers a significant new understanding of the 
Mesoamerican Gulf Coast.

The Archaeology of Kinship
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"Bradley Ensor shows how kinship can be a valuable tool for archaeologists. The Archaeology of Kinship 
explains how kinship is relevant to contemporary archaeological theory, detailing methods appropriate 
for archaeological analysis, and provides long-overdue solutions to problems plaguing ethnological 
hypotheses on the origins and contexts of kinship behaviors"--Provided by publisher.

The Not Very Patrilocal European Neolithic

Two decades of strontium isotope research on Neolithic European burials – reinforced by high-profile 
ancient DNA studies – has led to widespread interpretations that these were patrilocal societies, 
implying significant residential mobility for women. This volume questions that narrative from a social 
anthropological perspective on kinship.

Building an Archaeology of Maya Urbanism

Building an Archaeology of Maya Urbanism tears down entrenched misconceptions of Maya cities to 
build a new archaeology of Maya urbanism by highlighting the residential dynamics that underwrote 
one of the most famous and debated civilizations of the ancient Americas. Exploring the diverse 
yet interrelated agents and processes that modified Maya urban landscapes over time, this volume 
highlights the adaptive flexibility of urbanization in the tropical Maya lowlands. Integrating recent lidar 
survey data with more traditional excavation and artifact-based archaeological practices, chapters 
in this volume offer broadened perspectives on the patterns of Maya urban design and planning by 
viewing bottom-up and self-organizing processes as integral to the form, development, and dissolution 
of Classic lowland cities alongside potentially centralized civic designs. Full of innovative examples 
of how to build an archaeology of urbanism that can be applied not just to the lowland Maya and 
across the region, Building an Archaeology of Maya Urbanism simultaneously improves interpretations 
of lowland Maya culture history and contributes to empirical and comparative discussions of tropical, 
non-Western cities worldwide. Contributors: Divina Perla Barrera, Arianna Campiani, Cyril Castanet, 
Adrian S. Z. Chase, Lydie Dussol, Sara Dzul Góngora, Keith Eppich, Thomas Garrison, María Rocio 
González de la Mata, Timothy Hare, Julien Hiquet, Takeshi Inomata, Eva Lemonnier, José Francisco 
Osorio León, Marilyn Masson, Elsa Damaris Menéndez, Timothy Murtha, Philippe Nondédéo, Keith 
M. Prufer, Louise Purdue, Francisco Pérez Ruíz, Julien Sion, Travis Stanton, Rodrigo Liendo Stuardo, 
Karl A. Taube, Marc Testé, Amy E. Thompson, Daniela Triadan

The Oxford Handbook of Caribbean Archaeology

The Oxford Handbook of Caribbean Archaeology provides an overview of archaeological investigations 
in the insular Caribbean, understood here as the islands whose shores surround the Caribbean 
Sea and the islands of the Bahama Archipelago. Though these islands were never isolated from the 
surrounding mainland, their histories are sufficiently diverse to warrant their identification as distinct 
areas of culture. Over the past 20 years, Caribbean archaeology has been transformed from a focus 
on reconstructing culture histories to one on the mobility and exchange expressed in cultural and social 
dynamics. This Handbook brings together, for the first time, examples of the best research conducted 
by scholars from across the globe to address the complexity of the Caribbean past. The Handbook 
is divided into five sections. Part I, Islands of History and the Precolonial History of the Caribbean 
Islands, provides an introduction to Caribbean Archaeology and its history. The papers in the following 
Ethnohistory section address the diversity of cultural practices expressed in the insular Caribbean and 
develop historical descriptions in concert with archaeological evidence in order to place language, 
social organization, and the native Ta?nos and Island Caribs in perspective. The following section, 
Culture History, provides the latest research on specific geographical locations and cross-cultural 
engagements, from Jamaica and the Bahama archigelago to the Saladoid and the Isthmo-Antillean 
Engagements. Creating History, the fourth section, includes papers on specific issues related to the 
field, such as Zooarchaeology, Rock Art, and DNA analysis, among others. The final section, World 
History, centers on the consequences of European colonization.

Framing Complexity in Formative Mesoamerica

A fresh examination of variable social and economic processes, Framing Complexity in Forma-
tive Mesoamerica explores nascent social complexity during the Preclassic/Formative period in 
Mesoamerica and addresses broader social questions about egalitarian and transegalitarian prehis-
panic Mesoamerican cultural groups. Contributors present multiple lines of evidence demonstrating 
the process of social complexity and reconsider a number of traditionally accepted models and 



presumed tenets as a result of the wealth of empirical data that has been gathered over the past four 
decades. Their chapters approach complexity as a process rather than a state of being by exploring 
social aggregation, the emergence of ethnic affiliations, and aspects of regional and macroregional 
variability. Framing Complexity in Formative Mesoamerica presents some of the most recent data—and 
the implications of that data—for understanding the development of complex societies as human 
beings moved into urban environments. The book is an especially important volume for researchers 
and students working in Mesoamerica, as well as archaeologists taking a comparative approach to 
questions of complexity. Contributors: Jaime J. Awe, Sarah B. Barber, Jeffrey S. Brezezinski, M. Kathryn 
Brown, Ryan H. Collins, Kaitlin Crow, Lisa DeLance, Gary M. Feinman, Sara Dzul Gongora, Guy 
David Hepp, Arthur A. Joyce, Rodrigo Martin Morales, George Micheletti, Deborah L. Nichols, Terry 
G. Powis, Zoe J. Rawski, Prudence M. Rice, Michael P. Smyth, Katherine E. South, Jon Spenard, Travis 
W. Stanton, Wesley D. Stoner, Teresa Tremblay Wagner

Marxist Archaeology Today

This volume gathers papers written by archaeologists utilising the methods of historical materialism, 
attesting not only to what Marxism has contributed to archaeology, but also to what archaeology has 
contributed, and can contribute, to Marxism as a method for interpreting the history of humanity. The 
book’s contributors consider the question of what archaeology can contribute to a historical perspective 
on the overcoming of present-day capitalism, synthesising developments in world archaeology, and 
supplying concrete case studies of the archaeology of the Americas, Europe and the Near East. 
Contributors are: Guillermo Acosta Ochoa, Marcus Bajema, Bernardo Gandulla, Alex Gonzales-Panta, 
Pablo Jaruf, Vicente Lull, Savas Michael-Matsas, Rafael Micó, Ianir Milevski, Patricia Pérez Martínez, 
Cristina Rihuete Herrada, Roberto Risch, Steve Roskams, Henry Tantaleán, Marcelo Vitores, and 
LouAnn Wurst.

Modes of Production and Archaeology

"For more than a century, scholars have critiqued, misinterpreted, and bickered about Marx's concept 
of mode of production. Modes of Production and Archaeology cuts through the dense and thorny 
intellectual thicket that grew up from these debates. The book presents an easily understood discussion 
of Marx's concepts and demonstrates how archaeologists can analyze modes of production to explain 
long-term patterns in cultural change."--Randall McGuire, author of Archaeology as Political Action 
"Shows clearly how historical materialist ideas and concepts are productive in developing the theory 
and practice of archaeology."--Robert Chapman, author of Archaeologies of Complexity "Covers a 
huge range of ground and brings together ideas and analyses in a way that has not really been 
done yet in archaeology."--Colin Grier, Washington State University Contributors to this volume explain 
how archaeologists can use Karl Marx and Frederick Engels' mode of production concept to study 
long-term patterns in human society. Mode of production analysis describes how labor is organized 
to create surplus which is then used for political purposes. This type of analysis allows archaeologists 
to compare and contrast peoples across distant continents and eras, from hunter-gatherer groups to 
early agriculturalists to nation-states. Presenting a range of different perspectives from researchers 
working in a wide variety of societies and time periods, this volume clearly demonstrates why historical 
materialism matters to the field of archaeology.

The Social Archaeology of Late Second Temple Judaea

This book analyzes social ideology and social relationships in late Second Temple Judaea, studying a 
range of archaeological material and sites to better understand both communal and individual trends in 
Jerusalem and its environs. Using several different methodologies, the book brings to light new ideas 
about social trends such as individualism among Jews and Judeans during the late Second Temple 
period. It provides in-depth analysis of the social aspects of ritual baths, burial caves, ossuaries, and 
decorated oil lamps, as well as thorough examinations of the sites of Khirbet Qumran, Herod’s palaces, 
and Masada during the First Jewish Revolt against Rome. Social Archaeology of the Late Second 
Temple Judaea is suitable for students and scholars interested in the history, society, and archaeology 
of the Jews in the Second Temple period as well as the social background of early Christianity, early 
Rabbinic Judaism, and Levantine archaeology.

Living with the Ancestors



Ancestor veneration in the Maya lowlands traditionally has been associated with divine kingship and 
royal genealogies. But in this revisionist study, Patricia McAnany challenges this view and presents 
a strong case for the Formative Period roots of ancestor veneration, suggesting that it is an ancient 
agrarian practice linked to the emergence or restrictive patterns of land tenure and unequal access to 
resources. Just as the decipherment of hieroglyphs has given voice to the political strategies of Classic 
Maya elites, so Living with the Ancestors gives voice to the agrarian strategies and political struggles 
of non-elite Maya. A first approach to a complete history of the Maya, it will be important reading for 
everyone interested in Mesoamerican culture.

Living with the Ancestors

The first edition of this book proved to be extremely useful to students of archaeology because it 
provided a highly readable explanation for why people might bury valued family members under house 
and plaza floors in Preclassic and Classic Maya societies of the first millennium BCE and CE. By casting 
this ancestralizing practice within the larger framework of land, inheritance, identity, and genealogies 
of place, the author demonstrates the cultural logic of a practice that initially appears alien to Western 
eyes. This new edition contains an entirely new introduction that synthesizes new scholarship, as well 
as an updated bibliography.

Time and History in Prehistory

Time and History in Prehistory explores the many processes through which time and history are 
conceptualized and constructed, challenging the perception of prehistoric societies as ahistorical. 
Drawing equally on contemporary theory and illustrative case studies, and firmly rooted in material 
evidence, this book rearticulates concepts of time and history, questions the kind of narratives to be 
written about the past and underlines the fundamentally historical nature of prehistory. From a range of 
multi-disciplinary perspectives, the authors of this volume address the scales at which archaeological 
evidence and narrative are interwoven, from a single day to deep history and from a solitary pot to 
a complete city. In doing so, they argue the need for a multi-scalar approach to prehistoric data that 
allows for the interplay between short and long term, and for analytical units that encourage us to 
move continuously between scales. The growing interest in time and history in archaeology and across 
a wide range of disciplines concerned with human action and the human past highlights that these 
are exceptionally active fields. By juxtaposing varied viewpoints, this volume bridges gaps in narrative, 
finds a place for inclusive histories and makes clear the benefit of integrative and interdisciplinary 
approaches, including different disciplines and types of data.

The Caribbean before Columbus

The islands of the Caribbean are remarkably diverse, environmentally and culturally. They range from 
low limestone islands barely above sea level to volcanic islands with mountainous peaks; from large 
islands to small cays; from islands with tropical rainforests to those with desert habitats. Today's 
inhabitants have equally diverse culture histories. The islands are home to a mosaic of indigenous 
communities and to the descendants of Spanish, French, Dutch, English, Swedish, Danish, Irish, 
African, East Indian, Chinese, Syrian, Seminole and other nationalities who settled there during 
historic times. The islands are now being homogenized, all to create a standard experience for the 
Caribbean tourist. There is a similar attempt to homogenize the Caribbean's pre-Columbian past. It 
was assumed that every new prehistoric culture had developed out of the culture that preceded it. 
We now know that far more complicated processes of migration, acculturation, and accommodation 
occurred. Furthermore, the overly simplistic distinction between the "peaceful Arawak" and the "canni-
bal Carib," which forms the structure for James Michener's Caribbean, still dominates popular notions 
of precolonial Caribbean societies. This book documents the diversity and complexity that existed in 
the Caribbean prior to the arrival of Europeans, and immediately thereafter. The diversity results from 
different origins, different histories, different contacts between the islands and the mainland, different 
environmental conditions, and shifting social alliances. Organized chronologically, from the arrival of 
the first humans-the paleo-Indians-in the sixth millennium BC to early contact with Europeans, The 
Caribbean before Columbus presents a new history of the region based on the latest archaeological 
evidence. The authors also consider cultural developments on the surrounding mainland, since the 
islands' history is a story of mobility and exchange across the Caribbean Sea, and possibly the Gulf of 
Mexico and Florida Straits. The result is the most up-to-date and comprehensive survey of the richly 
complex cultures who once inhabited the six archipelagoes of the Caribbean.

Domestic Life in Prehispanic Capitals



Gender was a fluid potential, not a fixed category, before the Spaniards came to Mesoamerica. 
Childhood training and ritual shaped, but did not set, adult gender, which could encompass third 
genders and alternative sexualities as well as "male" and "female." At the height of the Classic period, 
Maya rulers presented themselves as embodying the entire range of gender possibilities, from male 
through female, by wearing blended costumes and playing male and female roles in state ceremonies. 
This landmark book offers the first comprehensive description and analysis of gender and power 
relations in prehispanic Mesoamerica from the Formative Period Olmec world (ca. 1500-500 BC) 
through the Postclassic Maya and Aztec societies of the sixteenth century AD. Using approaches from 
contemporary gender theory, Rosemary Joyce explores how Mesoamericans created human images 
to represent idealized notions of what it meant to be male and female and to depict proper gender roles. 
She then juxtaposes these images with archaeological evidence from burials, house sites, and body 
ornaments, which reveals that real gender roles were more fluid and variable than the stereotyped 
images suggest.

Gender and Power in Prehispanic Mesoamerica

The sixteen-volume Handbook of Middle American Indians, completed in 1976, has been acclaimed 
the world over as the single most valuable resource ever produced for those involved in the study of 
Mesoamerica. When it was determined in 1978 that the Handbook should be updated periodically, 
Victoria Reifler Bricker, well-known cultural anthropologist, was elected to be general editor. This fourth 
volume of the Supplement is devoted to colonial ethnohistory. Four of the eleven chapters review 
research and ethnohistorical resources for Guatemala, South Yucatan, North Yucatan, and Oaxaca, 
areas that received less attention than the central Mexican area in the original Guide to Ethnohistorical 
Sources (HMAI vols. 12-15). Six substantive and problem-oriented studies cover the use of colonial 
texts in the study of pre-colonial Mayan languages; political and economic organization in the valleys of 
Mexico, Puebla-Tlaxcala, and Morelos; urban-rural relations in the Basin of Mexico; kinship and social 
organization in colonial Tenochtitlan; tlamemes and transport in colonial central Mexico; and land tenure 
and titles in central Mexico as reflected in colonial codices.

The Ancient Maya Craft Community at Colha, Belize, and Its External Relationships

A unique and wide-ranging introduction to the major prehispanic and colonial societies of Mexico 
and Central America, featuring new and revised material throughout Mesoamerican Archaeology: 
Theory and Practice, Second Edition, provides readers with a diverse and well-balanced view of 
the archaeology of the indigenous societies of Mexico and Central America, helping students better 
understand key concepts and engage with contemporary debates and issues within the field. The fully 
updated second edition incorporates contemporary research that reflects new approaches and trends 
in Mesoamerican archaeology. New and revised chapters from first-time and returning authors cover 
the archaeology of Mesoamerican cultural history, from the early Gulf Coast Olmec, to the Classic and 
Postclassic Maya, to the cultures of Oaxaca and Central Mexico before and after colonization. Present-
ing a wide range of approaches that illustrate political, socio-economic, and symbolic interpretations, 
this textbook: Encourages students to consider diverse ways of thinking about Mesoamerica: as a 
linguistic area, as a geographic region, and as a network of communities of practice Represents a wide 
spectrum of perspectives and approaches to Mesoamerican archaeology, including coverage of the 
Postclassic and Colonial periods Enables readers to think critically about how explanations of the past 
are produced, verified, and debated Includes accessible introductory material to ensure that students 
and non-specialists understand the chronological and geographic frameworks of the Mesoamerican 
tradition Discusses recent developments in the contemporary theory and practice of Mesoamerican 
archaeology Presents new and original research by a team of internationally recognized contributors 
Mesoamerican Archaeology: Theory and Practice, Second Edition, is ideal for use in undergraduate 
courses on the archaeology of Mexico and Central America, as well as for broader courses on the 
archaeology of the Americas.

Supplement to the Handbook of Middle American Indians, Volume 4

What do you know about the Maya people? Explore the incredible history of South America during this 
time and find out how Maya people lived, worked, created and celebrated in this fascinating period in 
history. Discover the pyramids that they buried their dead in, the gods and goddesses they worshiped 
and how they fought, farmed and communicated. Craft activities support and enhance each section to 



bring what you've read to life. Part of the series Discover Through Craft. Twelve books that explore key 
curriculum topics using a mixture of activities, quizzes, facts and crafts. For children aged 7-9.

Mesoamerican Archaeology

Weaving the Past is the first comprehensive history of Latin America's indigenous women. While 
concentrating mainly on native women in Mesoamerica and the Andes, it also covers indigenous 
peoples in a variety of areas of South and Central America. Drawing on primary and secondary sources, 
it argues that change, not continuity, has been the norm for indigenous peoples whose resilience in the 
face of complex and long-term patterns of cultural change is due in no small part to the roles, actions, 
and agency of women.

Discover Through Craft: the Maya

This book offers a comparative study of the civilisations of the Late Preclassic lowland Maya and 
Mycenaean Greece. The approach used here seeks to combine traditional iconographic approaches 
with more recent models on metaphor and the social agency of things.

Weaving the Past

Prehispanic Domestic Units in Western Mesoamerica presents different analytical approaches for 
interpreting household composition and cultural site formation processes in prehispanic western 
Mesoamerica. Archaelogical data collected using both stratigraphic and reconnaisance methods are 
combined with and interpreted using a combination of ethnohistoric, ethnographic, and ethnoarchaeo-
logical information. The result is a richer and more complete picture of prehispanic household structure 
than any single analytic approach could produce on its own. The book is organized into several sections 
based on common theme and geographic area. The first three chapters provide a broad discussion of 
conceptual and methodological difficulties that archaeologists must resolve in the study of prehispanic 
households. Subsequent chapters present case studies which examine households from two areas 
of western Mesoamerica: the Central Mexican highlands and the Gulf Coast of Mexico. Eight case 
studies from the Central Mexican highlands provide a longitudinal perspective on changing household 
composition. Four of these examine households during the late Formative, Classic, Epiclassic, and 
Early Postclassic periods (650 B.C.-A.D. 1200), while four others focus specifically on household 
structure during the century immediately preceding the Spanish Conquest. Two additional case studies 
provide comparative information on household organization in the South Gulf Coast region during 
the Classic period. Prehispanic Domestic Units in Western Mesoamerica: Studies of the Household, 
Compound, and Residence will be an excellent reference for all anthropologists and archaeologists 
interested in prehispanic western Mesoamerica.

Bodies of Maize, Eaters of Grain: Comparing material worlds, metaphor and the agency of art in the 
Preclassic Maya and Mycenaean early civilisations

The sixteen-volume Handbook of Middle American Indians, completed in 1976, has been acclaimed 
the world over as the single most valuable resource ever produced for those involved in the study of 
Mesoamerica. When it was determined in 1978 that the Handbook should be updated periodically, 
Victoria Reifler Bricker, well-known cultural anthropologist, was elected to be general editor. This fourth 
volume of the Supplement is devoted to colonial ethnohistory. Four of the eleven chapters review 
research and ethnohistorical resources for Guatemala, South Yucatan, North Yucatan, and Oaxaca, 
areas that received less attention than the central Mexican area in the original Guide to Ethnohistorical 
Sources (HMAI vols. 12-15). Six substantive and problem-oriented studies cover the use of colonial 
texts in the study of pre-colonial Mayan languages; political and economic organization in the valleys of 
Mexico, Puebla-Tlaxcala, and Morelos; urban-rural relations in the Basin of Mexico; kinship and social 
organization in colonial Tenochtitlan; tlamemes and transport in colonial central Mexico; and land tenure 
and titles in central Mexico as reflected in colonial codices.

Prehispanic Domestic Units in Western Mesoamerica

Rather than view the contours of Late Classic Maya social life solely from towering temple pyramids 
or elite sculptural forms, this book considers a suite of small anthropomorphic, zoomorphic, and 
supernatural figurative remains excavated from household refuse deposits. Maya Figurines examines 
these often neglected objects and uses them to draw out relationships between the Maya state and 



its subjects. These figurines provide a unique perspective for understanding Maya social and political 
relations; Christina T. Halperin argues that state politics work on the microscale of everyday routines, 
localized rituals, and small-scale representations. Her comprehensive study brings together archeolo-
gy, anthropology, and art history with theories of material culture, performance, political economy, ritual 
humor, and mimesis to make a fascinating case for the role politics plays in daily life. What she finds is 
that, by comparing small-scale figurines with state-sponsored, often large-scale iconography and elite 
material culture, one can understand how different social realms relate to and represent one another. In 
Maya Figurines, Halperin compares objects from diverse households, archeological sites, and regions, 
focusing especially on figurines from Petén, Guatemala, and comparing them to material culture from 
Belize, the northern highlands of Guatemala, the Usumacinta River, the Campeche coastal area, and 
Mesoamerican sites outside the Maya zone. Ultimately, she argues, ordinary objects are not simply 
passive backdrops for important social and political phenomena. Instead, they function as significant 
mechanisms through which power and social life are intertwined.

Prehispanic Maya Agriculture

Beyond Kinship brings together ethnohistorians, archaeologists, and cultural anthropologists for the 
first time in a common discussion of the social model of house societies proposed by Claude 
Levi-Strauss. While kinship theory has been central to the study of social organization, an alternative 
approach has emerged—that of seeing the "house" both as a physical and symbolic structure and a 
principle of social organization. The house stands as a model social formation that is distinguished by 
its attention to a number of material domains (land, the dwelling, ritual and nonritual objects). As the 
essays in this volume make clear, the focus on material culture and on place contributes to the ongoing 
convergence of anthropology and history and helps erase the artificial distinctions between prehistory 
and history. Contributions to the volume offer significant new interpretations of primary data as well as 
reconsidering classic ethnographic material. Beyond Kinship crosses the boundaries within anthropol-
ogy—not only between cultural anthropology and archaeology but between structural—symbolic and 
materialist approaches and between American and British schools of anthropology; it is intended to 
advance the fruitful dialogue now taking place within the field.

Supplement to the Handbook of Middle American Indians, Volume 4

Increasingly, economists have acknowledged that a major limitation to economic theory has been its 
failure to incorporate human values and beliefs as motivational factors. This book explores how values 
and beliefs structure the dual processes of provisioning and consuming.

Maya Figurines

The Oxford Handbook of Mesoamerican Archaeology provides a current and comprehensive guide 
to the recent and on-going archaeology of Mesoamerica. Though the emphasis is on prehispanic 
societies, this Handbook also includes coverage of important new work by archaeologists on the 
Colonial and Republican periods. Unique among recent works, the text brings together in a single 
volume article-length regional syntheses and topical overviews written by active scholars in the field 
of Mesoamerican archaeology. The first section of the Handbook provides an overview of recent 
history and trends of Mesoamerica and articles on national archaeology programs and practice in 
Central America and Mexico written by archaeologists from these countries. These are followed by 
regional syntheses organized by time period, beginning with early hunter-gatherer societies and 
the first farmers of Mesoamerica and concluding with a discussion of the Spanish Conquest and 
frontiers and peripheries of Mesoamerica. Topical and comparative articles comprise the remainder 
of Handbook. They cover important dimensions of prehispanic societies--from ecology, economy, and 
environment to social and political relations--and discuss significant methodological contributions, such 
as geo-chemical source studies, as well as new theories and diverse theoretical perspectives. The 
Handbook concludes with a section on the archaeology of the Spanish conquest and the Colonial 
and Republican periods to connect the prehispanic, proto-historic, and historic periods. This volume 
will be a must-read for students and professional archaeologists, as well as other scholars including 
historians, art historians, geographers, and ethnographers with an interest in Mesoamerica.

Beyond Kinship

This is the first exhibition of such large scale dedicated to the prehispanic cultures of the Gulf of Mexico: 
olmecs, husteco, totonaca, zoque and nahua. Organized within the framework of the 80th anniversary 



of the INAH and the 500 years of the arrival of the Spanish conquistadors in the coast of what is today 
the states of Veracruz, Tabasco and Tamaulipas, the catalogue of the exhibition comprises research 
text that are the outcome of different fields: archaeological, linguistic, geographical, historical and 
ethnohistorical, among others and color reproductions of the more than 1000 archaeological pieces 
that include diverse manifestations like language, architecture, sculpture and ceramics.

Handbook of Middle American Indians. Supplement: Ethnohistory

For the ancient Maya, food was both sustenance and a tool for building a complex society. This 
collection, the first to focus exclusively on the social uses of food in Classic Maya culture, deploys 
a variety of theoretical approaches to examine the meaning of food beyond diet—ritual offerings 
and restrictions, medicinal preparations, and the role of nostalgia around food, among other topics. 
For instance, how did Maya feasts build community while also reinforcing social hierarchy? What 
psychoactive substances were the elite Maya drinking in their caves, and why? Which dogs were good 
for eating, and which breeds became companions? Why did even some non-elite Maya enjoy cacao, but 
rarely meat? Why was meat more available for urban Maya than for those closer to hunting grounds on 
the fringes of cities? How did the molcajete become a vital tool and symbol in Maya gastronomy? These 
chapters, written by some of the leading scholars in the field, showcase a variety of approaches and 
present new evidence from faunal remains, hieroglyphic texts, chemical analyses, and art. Thoughtful 
and revealing, Her Cup for Sweet Cacao unlocks a more comprehensive understanding of how food 
was instrumental to the development of ancient Maya culture.

Dimensions of Ritual Economy

The first single-authored comprehensive introduction to major contemporary research trends, issues, 
and debates on the anthropology of Latin America and the Caribbean. The text provides wide and 
historically informed coverage of key facets of Latin American and Caribbean societies and their 
cultural and historical development as well as the roles of power and inequality. Cymeme Howe, Visiting 
Assistant Professor of Cornell University writes, “The text moves well and builds over time, paying 
close attention to balancing both the Caribbean and Latin America as geographic regions, Spanish 
and non-Spanish speaking countries, and historical and contemporary issues in the field. I found 
the geographic breadth to be especially impressive.” Jeffrey W. Mantz of California State University, 
Stanislaus, notes that the contents “reflect the insights of an anthropologist who knows Latin America 
intimately and extensively.”

Household Ceramic Production and the Crafting of Society in the Terminal Classic Ulúa Valley, 
Honduras

In his thirty-four years as president of the School of American Research, Douglas W. Schwartz's 
far-reaching vision placed SAR on the intellectual edge of research about humans across the globe. 
Nowhere is this more evident than in his influence on the field of anthropological archaeology. The 
twelve essays in this volume celebrate his contributions by looking back at changes in the field and 
forward to vital questions, methods, and theories yet nascent. Ranging geographically from the North 
American Southwest-where Schwartz himself conducted extensive research-to Mesopotamia, central 
America, and the Indian subcontinent and chronologically from early hominid evolution through archaic 
hunter-gatherers to the classic and historical Maya, the distinguished contributors make the case 
for Schwartz's enduring legacy. Addressing major issues in relations of power, writing systems, and 
directions for future research, this volume is at once mature in its depth and exciting in its boldness.



The Oxford Handbook of Mesoamerican Archaeology

Data spanning the Archaic to Early Postclassic are presented, with particular analytical focus given 
to the end of the Early Classic through the Late and Terminal Classic and the geopolitical tumult 
that defined this period. Cast in the framework of political ecology, together these studies not only 
shed light on specific class histories of the region. They also advance a theory for understanding the 
contributions of non-elites to political growth and change over time. Classic Maya Political Ecology 
opens a window into pre-Columbian political processes grounded in environmental productivity and a 
mutual interdependence that defined class relations in northwestern Belize. This volume also outlines a 
theoretical approach that defines commoners and elites alike as political actors, people who contributed 
to the long term success and adaptability of local and regional political communities and the networks 
that sustained them.

Golfo

Chapters offer new understandings of how ranked societies emerged and developed in prehistoric 
southern Central America and northern South America (the "Isthmo-Colombian Area"). The emphasis 
is on integrating the results of studies of social units at a range of different scales from the household 
to the local commuity to the region and beyond. Complete text in English and Spanish.

Her Cup for Sweet Cacao

Popol Vuh, the QuichÃ© Mayan book of creation is not only the most important text in the native 
language of the Americas, it is also an extraordinary document of the human imagination. It begins 
with the deeds of Mayan Gods in the darkness of a primeval sea and ends with the radiant splendor of 
the Mayan Lords who founded the QuichÃ© Kingdom in the Guatemalan highlands. Originally written 
in Mayan hieroglyphs, it was translated into the Roman alphabet in the 16th century. The new edition 
of Dennis Tedlock's unabridged, widely praised translation includes new notes and commentary, newly 
translated passages, newly deciphered hieroglyphs, and over 40 new illustrations.

The Anthropology of Latin America and the Caribbean

The first book to focus on children in ancient Mesoamerica, this vital reference offers a key method-
ological guide for archaeologists studying children and their roles not only in Mesoamerica, but 
also in ancient societies worldwide. Contributors examine material evidence, historical records, and 
iconography, productively criticizing the claim that children are invisible in the archaeological record 
and elucidating an ancient childhood comprising multiple and complex identities. They explore the 
methodological and theoretical difficulties created when investigating childhood - a category defined 
by each culture - in the archaeological record. Sure to appeal widely to New World and Old World 
archaeologists and anthropologists, The Social Experience of Childhood in Ancient Mesoamerica 
will open up new avenues of research into the lives of this previously overlooked yet remarkably 
large population. Contributors include Traci Ardren, Ximena Chávez Balderas, Billie Follensbee, Byron 
Hamann, Scott R. Hutson, Rosemary A. Joyce, Stacie M. King, Jeanne Lopiparo, Patricia McAnany, 
Geoffrey G. McCafferty, Sharisse D. McCafferty, Juan Alberto Román Berrelleza, Rebecca Storey, 
Rissa M. Trachman, Fred Valdez Jr.

A Catalyst for Ideas

Classic Maya Political Ecology
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