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Explore the legendary Immortal Dinner, a famous evening of unparalleled genius and joyous laughter
that unfolded in literary London in 1817. This captivating historical event, perhaps chronicled by New

Amsterdam, brought together some of the era's brightest minds, creating an unforgettable gathering

that continues to fascinate, encapsulating the vibrant intellectual spirit of its time.
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The Immortal Dinner

In 1817 the eccentric history painter B.R. Haydon gave a famous dinner party. The occasion was
significant as an encounter between the first and second generations of the Romantic poets, and it
provides a vivid and fascinating glimpse into the lives and thoughts of this particular group at a crucial
turning point in English society.

The Immortal Dinner

On December 28, 1817, the eccentric painter B.R. Haydon gave a famous dinner party in his painting
room in London. He invited, among others, three of the greatest literary lights of the age: John

Keats, William Wordsworth, and Charles Lamb. The Immortal Dinner offers a glimpse into the lives
and thoughts of this literary elite at a turning point in English society. "Fascinating...Hughes-Hallet
discourses on the characters and histories not only of the guests themselves but of numerous of their
contemporaries not present that evening."-Evelyn Toynton, New York Times Book Review.

Dream-Child

An in-depth look into the life of Romantic essayist Charles Lamb and the legacy of his work A pioneer
of urban Romanticism, essayist Charles Lamb (1775-1834) found inspiration in London’s markets,
theaters, prostitutes, and bookshops. He prized the city’s literary scene, too, where he was a star

wit. He counted among his admirers Mary Shelley, William Wordsworth, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
His friends valued in his conversation what distinguished his writing style: a highly original blend of
irony, whimsy, and melancholy. Eric G. Wilson captures Lamb’s strange charm in this meticulously
researched and engagingly written biography. He demonstrates how Lamb’s humor helped him cope
with a life defining tragedy: in a fit of madness, his sister Mary murdered their mother. Arranging to care
for her himself, Lamb saved her from the gallows. Delightful when sane, Mary became Charles’s muse,
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and she collaborated with him on children’s books. In exploring Mary’s presence in Charles’s darkly
comical essays, Wilson also shows how Lamb reverberates in today’s experimental literature.

Poets & the Peacock Dinner

On January 18, 1914, seven male poets gathered to eat a peacock. W. B. Yeats and Ezra Pound,

the celebrities of the group, led four lesser-known poets to the Sussex manor house of the man they
were honouring, Wilfrid Scawen Blunt: the poet, horse-breeder, Arabist, and anti-imperialist married to
Byron's only granddaughter. In this story of the curious occasion that came to be known as the ‘peacock
dinner, 'immortalized in the famous photograph of the poets standing in a row, Lucy McDiarmid creates
a new kind of literary history derived from intimacies rather than ‘isms.' The dinner evolved from three
close literary friendships, those between Pound and Yeats, Yeats and Lady Gregory, and Lady Gregory
and Blunt, whose romantic affair thirty years earlier was unknown to the others. Through close readings
of unpublished letters, diaries, memoirs, and poems, in an argument at all times theoretically informed,
McDiarmid reveals the way marriage and adultery, as well as friendship, offer ways of transmitting
the professional culture of poetry. Like the women who are absent from the photograph, the poets

at its edges (F.S. Flint, Richard Aldington, Sturge Moore, and Victor Plarr) are also brought into the
discussion, adding interest by their very marginality. This is literary history told with considerable style
and brio, often comically aware of the extraordinary alliances and rivalries of the 'seven male poets’
but attuned to significant issues in coterie formation, literary homosociality, and the development of
modernist poetics from late-Victorian and Georgian beginnings. Poets and the Peacock Dinner is
written with critical sophistication and a wit and lightness that never compromise on the rich texture of
event and personality.

Romantic Paganism

This book addresses the function of the classical world in the cultural imaginations of the second
generation of romantic writers: Percy Shelley, Mary Shelley, Thomas Love Peacock, John Keats,
Leigh Hunt, and the rest of their diverse circle. The younger romantics inherited impressions of the
ancient world colored by the previous century, in which classical studies experienced a resurgence,
the emerging field of comparative mythography investigated the relationship between Christianity and
its predecessors, and scientific and archaeological discoveries began to shed unprecedented light on
the ancient world. The Shelley circle embraced a specifically pagan ancient world of excess, joy, and
ecstatic experiences that test the boundaries between self and other. Though dubbed the “Satanic
School” by Robert Southey, this circle instead thought of itself as “Athenian” and frequently employed
mythology and imagery from the classical world that was characterized not by philosophy and reason
but by wildness, excess, and ecstatic experiences.

The Oxford Handbook of British Romantic Prose

The Oxford Handbook of British Romantic Prose is a full-length essay collection devoted entirely to
British Romantic nonfiction prose. Organized into eight parts, each containing between five and nine
chapters arranged alphabetically, the Handbook weaves together familiar and unfamiliar texts, events,
and authors, and invites readers to draw comparisons, reimagine connections and disconnections,
and confront frequently stark contradictions, within British Romantic nonfiction prose, but also in its
relationship to British Romanticism more generally, and to the literary practices and cultural contexts
of other periods and countries. The Handbook builds on previous scholarship in the field, considers
emerging trends and evolving methodologies, and suggests future areas of study. Throughout the
emphasis is on lucid expression rather than gnomic declaration, and on chapters that offer, not a dutiful
survey, but evaluative assessments that keep an eye on the bigger picture yet also dwell meaningfully
on specific paradoxes and the most telling examples. Taken as a whole the volume demonstrates

the energy, originality, and diversity at the crux of British Romantic nonfiction prose. It vigorously
challenges the traditional construction of the British Romantic movement as focused too exclusively
on the accomplishments of its poets, and it reveals the many ways in which scholars of the period are
steadily broadening out and opening up delineations of British Romanticism in order to encompass
and thoroughly evaluate the achievements of its nonfiction prose writers.

What is Microhistory?

This unique and detailed analysis provides the first accessible and comprehensive introduction to the
origins, development, methodology of microhistory — one of the most significant innovations in historical



scholarship to have emerged in the last few decades. The introduction guides the reader through the
best-known example of microstoria, The Cheese and the Worms by Carlo Ginzburg, and explains
the benefits of studying an event, place or person in microscopic detail. In Part I, Istvan M. Szijarto
examines the historiography of microhistory in the Italian, French, Germanic and the Anglo-Saxon
traditions, shedding light on the roots of microhistory and asking where it is headed. In Part I, Sigurdur
Gylfi Magnusson uses a carefully selected case study to show the important difference between the
disciplines of macro- and microhistory and to offer practical instructions for those historians wishing
to undertake micro-level analysis. These parts are tied together by a Postscript in which the status
of microhistory within contemporary historiography is examined and its possibilities for the future
evaluated. What is Microhistory? surveys the significant characteristics shared by large groups of
microhistorians, and how these have now established an acknowledged place within any general
discussion of the theory and methodology of history as an academic discipline.

The Romantic Tavern

An examination of taverns in the Romantic period, with a particular focus on architecture and the culture
of conviviality.

Talking Cure

An invigorating exploration of the pleasures and social benefits of conversation Talking Cure is a
timely and enticing excursion into the art of good conversation. Paula Marantz Cohen reveals how
conversation connects us in ways that social media never can and explains why simply talking to
each other freely and without guile may be the cure to what ails our troubled society. Drawing on

her lifelong immersion in literature and culture and her decades of experience as a teacher and

critic, Cohen argues that we learn to converse in our families and then carry that knowledge into a
broader world where we encounter diverse opinions and sensibilities. She discusses the role of food
in encouraging conversation, the challenges of writing dialogue in fiction, the pros and cons of Zoom,
the relationship of conversation to vaudeville acts, and the educational value of a good college seminar
where students learn to talk about ideas. Cohen looks at some of the famous groups of writers and
artists in history whose conversation fed their creativity, and details some of the habits that can result
in bad conversation. Blending the immediacy of a beautifully crafted memaoir with the conviviality of
an intimate gathering with friends, Talking Cure makes a persuasive case for the civilizing value of
conversation and is essential reading for anyone interested in the chatter that fuels culture.

Women's Romantic Theatre and Drama

As theatre and drama of the Romantic Period undergo a critical reassessment among scholars
internationally, the contributions of women as playwrights, actresses, and managers are also being
revalued. This volume, which brings together leading British, North American, and Italian critics, is a
crucial step towards reclaiming the importance of women's dramatic and theatrical activities during
the period. Writing for the theatre implied assuming a public role, a hazardous undertaking for women
who, especially after the French Revolution, were assigned to the private, primarily domestic, sphere.
As the contributors examine the covert strategies women used to become full participants in the public
theatre, they shed light on the issue of women's agency, expressed both through the writing of highly
politicized or ethicized drama, as in the case of Elizabeth Inchbald or Joanna Baillie, and through
women's professional practice as theatre managers and stage producers, as in the case of Elizabeth
Vestris and Jane Scott. Among the topics considered are women's history plays, domesticity, ethics and
sexuality in women's closet drama, the politics of drama and performance, and the role of women as
managers and producers. Specialists in performance studies, Romantic Period drama, and women's
writing will find the essays both challenging and inspiring.

The Immortal Evening: A Legendary Dinner with Keats, Wordsworth, and Lamb

A window onto the lives of the Romantic poets through the re-creation of one legendary night in 1817.
The author of the highly acclaimed Posthumous Keats, praised as “full of . . . those fleeting moments we
call genius” (Washington Post), now provides a window into the lives of Keats and his contemporaries
in this brilliant new work. On December 28, 1817, the painter Benjamin Robert Haydon hosted what he
referred to in his diaries and autobiography as the “immortal dinner.” He wanted to introduce his young
friend John Keats to the great William Wordsworth and to celebrate with his friends his most important
historical painting thus far, “Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem,” in which Keats, Wordsworth, and Charles



Lamb (also a guest at the party) appeared. After thoughtful and entertaining discussions of poetry and
art and their relation to Enlightenment science, the party evolved into a lively, raucous evening. This
legendary event would prove to be a highlight in the lives of these immortals. A beautiful and profound
work of extraordinary brilliance, The Immortal Evening regards the dinner as a lens through which to
understand the lives and work of these legendary artists and to contemplate the immortality of genius.
Winner of the Truman Capote Award for Literary Criticism

Love Among the Archives

Part biography, part detective novel, part love story, and part meditation on archival research, Love
Among the Archives is the story of two literary critics' attempts to track down Sir George Scharf, the
founding director of the National Portrait Gallery in London, famous in his day and strangely obscure
in our own.

Posthumous Keats: A Personal Biography

An acclaimed American poet reflects on the life and legacy of John Keats. Posthumous Keats is the
result of Stanley Plumly's twenty years of reflection on the enduring afterlife of one of England's greatest
Romanticists. John Keats's famous epitaph—"Here lies One Whose Name was writ in Water"—helped
cement his reputation as the archetype of the genius cut off before his time. Keats, dead of tuberculosis
at twenty-five, saw his mortality as fatal to his poetry, and therein, Plumly argues, lies his tragedy: Keats
thought he had failed in his mission "to be among the English poets."In this close narrative study,
Plumly meditates on the chances for poetic immortality—an idea that finds its purest expression in
Keats, whose poetic influence remains immense. Incisive in its observations and beautifully written,
Posthumous Keats is an ode to an unsuspecting young poet—a man who, against the odds of his
culture and critics, managed to achieve the unthinkable: the elevation of the lyric poem to sublime and
tragic status.

International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Literature Chiefly in the Fields of Arts and
Humanities and the Social Sciences

Includes, beginning Sept. 15, 1954 (and on the 15th of each month, Sept.-May) a special section:
School library journal, ISSN 0000-0035, (called Junior libraries, 1954-May 1961). Also issued sepa-
rately.

Library Journal

Set in bustling Regency England and decaying Venice, A Man of Genius portrays a psychological
journey from safety into secrecy and obsession. After a troubled childhood, Ann achieves independence
earning her living as an author of Gothic novels. Within a group of male writers, she meets and is
enthralled by the supposed poetic genius, Robert James. Ann and Robert travel from London through
a Europe exhausted by the Napoleonic Wars. They arrive in a Venice of spies and intrigue, where their
relationship becomes torturous and Robert descends into near madness.

The Publishers Weekly

This is a guide to the main developments in the history of British and Irish literature, charting some of
the main features of literary language development and highlighting key language topics.

A Man of Genius

Visitors to the Arctic enter places that have been traditionally imagined as otherworldly. This strange-
ness fascinated audiences in nineteenth-century Britain when the idea of the heroic explorer voyaging
through unmapped zones reached its zenith. The Spectral Arctic re-thinks our understanding of Arctic
exploration by paying attention to the importance of dreams and ghosts in the quest for the Northwest
Passage. The narratives of Arctic exploration that we are all familiar with today are just the tip of

the iceberg: they disguise a great mass of mysterious and dimly lit stories beneath the surface. In
contrast to oft-told tales of heroism and disaster, this book reveals the hidden stories of dreaming and
haunted explorers, of frozen mummies, of rescue balloons, visits to Inuit shamans, and of the entranced
female clairvoyants who travelled to the Arctic in search of John Franklin’s lost expedition. Through new
readings of archival documents, exploration narratives, and fictional texts, these spectral stories reflect
the complex ways that men and women actually thought about the far North in the past. This revisionist



historical account allows us to make sense of current cultural and political concerns in the Canadian
Arctic about the location of Franklin’s ships.

The Infirmities of Genius lllustrated by Referring the Anomalies in the Literary Character to the Habits
and Constitutional Peculiarities of Men of Genius

In 1789 the West Indian colony of San Domingo supplied two-thirds of the overseas trade of France.
The entire structure of what was arguably the most profitable colony in the world rested on the labour
of half a million slaves. In 1791 the waves of unrest inspired by the French Revolution reached across
the Atlantic dividing the loyalties of the white population of the island. The brutally treated slaves of
Saint Domingo seized at this confusion and rose up in rebellion against masters. In thisclassic work,
CLR James chronicles the only successful slave revolt in history and provides a critical portrait of their
leader, Toussaint L'Ouverture, 'one of the most remarkable men of a period rich in remarkable men'.

Curiosities of Literature

Called "a feminist classic" by Judith Shulevitz in the New York Times Book Review, this pathbreaking
book of literary criticism is now reissued with a new introduction by Lisa Appignanesi that speaks to
how The Madwoman in the Attic set the groundwork for subsequent generations of scholars writing
about women writers, and why the book still feels fresh some four decades later. "Gilbert and Gubar
have written a pivotal book, one of those after which we will never think the same again."--Carolyn G.
Heilbrun, Washington Post Book World

The Routledge History of Literature in English
Reproduction of the original: Diplomatic Days by Edith O Shaughnessy

The Spectral Arctic

Prize-winning biographer Leo Damrosch tells the story of “the Club,” a group of extraordinary writers,
artists, and thinkers who gathered weekly at a London tavern In 1763, the painter Joshua Reynolds
proposed to his friend Samuel Johnson that they invite a few friends to join them every Friday at the
Turk’s Head Tavern in London to dine, drink, and talk until midnight. Eventually the group came to
include among its members Edmund Burke, Adam Smith, Edward Gibbon, and James Boswell. It was
known simply as “the Club.” In this captivating book, Leo Damrosch brings alive a brilliant, competitive,
and eccentric cast of characters. With the friendship of the “odd couple” Samuel Johnson and James
Boswell at the heart of his narrative, Damrosch conjures up the precarious, exciting, and often brutal
world of late eighteenth-century Britain. This is the story of an extraordinary group of people whose
ideas helped to shape their age, and our own.

The Black Jacobins

Reproduction of the original: South London by Walter Besant

The Madwoman in the Attic

How to be Idle is Tom Hodgkinson's entertaining guide to reclaiming your right to be idle. As Oscar
Wilde said, doing nothing is hard work. The Protestant work ethic has most of us in its thrall, and the
idlers of this world have the odds stacked against them. But here, at last, is a book that can help. From
Tom Hodgkinson, editor of the Idler, comes How to be Idle, an antidote to the work-obsessed culture
which puts so many obstacles between ourselves and our dreams. Hodgkinson presents us with a
laid-back argument for a new contract between routine and chaos, an argument for experiencing life
to the full and living in the moment. Ranging across a host of issues that may affect the modern idler -
sleep, the world of work, pleasure and hedonism, relationships, bohemian living, revolution - he draws
on the writings of such well-known apologists for idleness as Dr Johnson, Oscar Wilde, Robert Louis
Stevenson and Nietzsche. His message is clear: take control of your life and reclaim your right to be
idle. "Well written, funny and with a scholarly knowledge of the literature of laziness, it is both a book to
be enjoyed at leisure and to change lives' Sunday Times 'In his life and in this book the author is 100 per
cent on the side of the angels' Literary Review "The book is so stuffed with wisdom and so stuffed with
good jokes that | raced through it like a speed freak' Independent on Sunday Tom Hodgkinson is the
founder and editor of The Idler and the author of How to be Idle, How to be Free, The Idle Parent and
Brave Old World. In spring 2011 he founded The Idler Academy in London, a bookshop, coffeehouse



and cultural centre which hosts literary events and offers courses in academic and practical subjects -
from Latin to embroidery. Its motto is 'Liberty through Education'. Find out more at www.idler.co.uk.

Diplomatic Days

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Essays on Political Economy

Discusses the Nobel Institution in detail, telling about the award and its beginnings, what it means to
win a Nobel Prize, the fields in which it is presented, who judges and how the prize is awarded, and
more.

Famous Men of Science

This 1958 book forms the first part of a two-volume edition of Keats's letters, covering 1814 to 1818.

The Club

The power of monarchs has traditionally been as much symbolic as actual, rooted in popular imagery
of sovereignty, divinity, and authority. In Mystifying the Monarch, a distinguished group of contributors
explores the changing nature of that imagery—and its political and social effects—in Europe from

the Middle Ages to the present day. They demonstrate that, rather than a linear progression where
perceptions of rulers moved inexorably from the sacred to the banal, in reality the history of monarchy
has been one of constant tension between mystification and demystification.

South London

A collection of the author's essays on the history and development of female identity from the 18th to
the early 20th centuries. Throughout the book are woven themes which are constant in Castle's work:
fantasy, hallucination, travesty, transgression and sexual ambiguity.

How to be Idle

The Civil War, the Restoration, and the Glorious Revolution in England laid the institutional and
intellectual foundations of the modern understanding of liberty, of which we are heirs and beneficiaries.
The Crisis of the Seventeenth Century uncovers new pathways to understanding this seminal time.
Neither Catholic nor Protestant emerges unscathed from the examination to which Trevor-Roper
subjects the era in which, from political and religious causes, the identification and extirpation of witches
was a central event. Trevor-Roper points out that "In England the most active phase of witch-hunting
coincided with times of Puritan pressure -- the reign of Queen Elizabeth and the period of the civil wars
-- and some very fanciful theories have been built on this coincidence. But... the persecution of witches
in England was trivial compared with the experience of the Continent and of Scotland. Therefore... [one
must examine] the craze as a whole, throughout Europe, and [seek] to relate its rise, frequency, and
decline to the general intellectual and social movements of the time...".

Arthur Young's Travels in France During the Years 1787, 1788, 1789

The most important and productive statements on the translation of literature from Roman times to the
1920s are collected in this book. Arranged thematically around the main topics which recur over the
centuries - power, poetics, universe of discourse, language, education - it contains texts previously
unavailable in English, and translated here for the first time from classical, Medieval, and Renaissance
Latin, from French and from German. As the first survey of its kind in both scope and selection it
argues that translation commands a central position in the shaping of European literatures and cultures.
ATranslation/History/Culture creates a framework for further study of the history of translation in the



West by tracing European historical thought about translation, and discussing the topicality of many of
the texts included.

The Nobel Prize

Following his acclaimed history of the Situationist International up until the late sixties, The Beach
Beneath the Street, McKenzie Wark returns with a companion volume which puts the late work of

the Situationists in a broader and deeper context, charting their contemporary relevance and their
deep critique of modernity. Wark builds on their work to map the historical stages of the society of the
spectacle, from the diffuse to the integrated to what he calls the disintegrating spectacle. The Spectacle
of Disintegration takes the reader through the critique of political aesthetics of former Situationist T.J.
Clark, the Fourierist utopia of Raoul Vaneigem, René Vienet's earthy situationist cinema, Gianfranco
Sangunetti’s pranking of the Italian ruling class, Alice-Becker Ho's account of the anonymous language
of the Romany, Guy Debord’s late films and his surprising work as a game designer. At once an
extraordinary counter history of radical praxis and a call to arms in the age of financial crisis and the
resurgence of the streets, The Spectacle of Disintegration recalls the hidden journeys taken in the
attempt to leave the twentieth century, and plots an exit from the twenty first. The dustjacket unfolds to
reveal a fold-out poster of the collaborative graphic essay combining text selected by McKenzie Wark
with composition and drawings by Kevin C. Pyle.

The Fable of the Bees; Or, Private Vices, Public Benefits
The Letters of John Keats: Volume 1, 1814-1818
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