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Explore the dark and fascinating world of Victorian crime with insights into 'The Progress of Crime, or 
The Authentic Memoirs of Maria Manning.' This book delves into the case of Maria Manning, offering a 
glimpse into the sensational crime that captivated England and providing a unique perspective on the 
societal and psychological factors that led to her infamy.
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The Progress of Crime, Or The Authentic Memoirs of Maria Manning

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Progress of Crime, Or the Authentic Memoirs of Maria Manning

Gender, Crime, and Murder in Victorian England seeks to provide a comprehensive examination of the 
notorious Mannings' ‘Bermondsey murder’, and its wider implications in Victorian criminal narrative and 
popular culture. Exploring the ongoing textual afterlife of Maria Manning, including significant literary 
contributions by Charles Dickens through his characters Mademoiselle Hortense and Madame De-
farge, this volume illuminates representations both echoed and challenged in mid-nineteenth-century 
conceptions of gender, sexuality, class, nationality, religion, and criminality. This volume also examines 
the five largely forgotten cases of female homicide from the same year and the imagined discourse 
perpetuated in fictional personifications. Utilising a wide breadth of literary and historical research, 
this volume provides readers with a thorough understanding of the various cultural implications of 
crime and gender in the Victorian period to be read, remembered, and reinterpreted today. Located 
simultaneously in the fields of feminist, historical, and literary criticism, this volume is invaluable to 
students of nineteenth-century literature and culture, and researchers with an interest in criminology 
and media culture.
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From the country that has added to our vocabulary such colorful terms as "purges," "pogroms," and 
"gulag," this collection investigates the conspicuous marks of violence in Russian history and culture. 
Russians and non-Russians alike have long debated the reasons for this endemic violence. Some 
have cited Russia's huge size, unforgiving climate, and exposed geographical position as formative in 
its national character, making invasion easy and order difficult. Others have fixed the blame on cultural 
and religious traditions that spurred internecine violence or on despotic rulers or unfortunate episodes 
in the nation's history, such as the Mongol invasion, the rule of Ivan the Terrible, or the "Red Terror" 
of the revolution. Even in contemporary Russia, the specter of violence continues, from widespread 
mistreatment of women to racial antagonism, the product of a frustrated nationalism that manifests 
itself in such phenomena as the wars in Chechnya. Times of Trouble is the first in English to explore 
the problem of violence in Russia. From a variety of perspectives, essays investigate Russian history 
as well as depictions of violence in the visual arts and in literature, including the works of Fyodor 
Dostoevsky, Isaac Babel, Mikhail Lermontov, and Nina Sadur. From the Mongol invasion to the present 
day, topics include the gulag, genocide, violence against women, anti-Semitism, and terrorism as a 
tool of revolution.

Times of Trouble

The Routledge Handbook of Victorian Scandals in Literature and Culture exposes, explores, and 
examines what Victorians once considered flagrant breaches of decorum. Infringements that were fan-
tasized through artforms or were actually committed exceeded entertaining parlor gossip; once in print 
they were condemned as socially contaminative but were also consumed as delightfully sensational. 
Written by scholars in diverse disciplines, this volume: Demonstrates that spreading scandals seemed 
to have been one of the most entertaining sources of activities but were also normative efforts made 
by the Victorians to ensure conformity of decorum. Provides a broad spectrum of infractions that were 
considered scandalous to the Victorians. Identifies Victorian transgressions that made the news and 
that may still shock modern readers. Covers a gamut of moral infractions and transgressions either 
practiced, rumored, or fantasized in art forms. This handbook is an invaluable resource about Victorian 
literature, art, and culture which challenges its readers to ponder perplexing questions about how and 
why some scandals were perpetrated and propagated in the nineteenth century while others were not, 
and what the controversies reveal about the human condition that persists beyond Victoria’s reign of 
propriety.

The Routledge Handbook of Victorian Scandals in Literature and Culture

London 1849: the city is filthy, plagued, criminal and filling up with refugees from the Irish Famine and 
the revolutionary wars on the continent...but it is on the brink of reform as stations are built, rioters 
pardoned and the Great Exhibition planned. The heaving city is the backdrop for the most sensational 
crime and trial of the decade: the Manning murder case. Throughout the sticky summer the people of 
London obsessed over the fate of a dominant mysterious woman and her weak husband as the full 
detail of their slaughter of her lover unfolded. London 1849 follows the murder, trial and execution of the 
couple, interweaving the scene that was London at the time: crime, noise, cholera, overpacked slums, 
prostitution, law and order, prisons, fashion, shopping, finance, transport, Marx and Dickens.

London 1849

London in the 1840s was sprawling and smoke-filled, a city of extreme wealth and abject poverty. 
Some streets were elegant with brilliantly gas-lit shop windows full of expensive items, while others 
were narrow, fetid, muddy, and in many cases foul with refuse and human filth. Railways, stations and 
sidings were devouring whole districts and creating acres of slums or ‘rookeries’ into which the poor 
of the city were jammed and where crime, disease and prostitution were rife. The most sensational 
crime of the epoch, the murder of Patrick O’Connor by Frederick and Maria Manning, filled the press 
in the summer and autumn of 1849. Michael Alpert uses the trial record of this murder, accompanied 
by numerous other contemporary sources, among them journalism, diaries and fiction, to show how 
day-to-day lives, birth, death, sickness, work, shopping, cooking, and buying clothes, were lived in the 
crowded, noisy capital in the early decades of Victoria’s reign. These sources illustrate how ordinary 
people lived in London, their incomes, entertainments, religious practice, reading and education, their 
hopes and anxieties. Life in Early Victorian London reveals how ordinary people like the Mannings and 
thousands of others experienced their multifaceted lives in the greatest capital city of the world. Early 
Victorian London lived on the cusp of great improvements, but it was a city which in some aspects 



was mediaeval. Its inhabitants enjoyed the benefit of the Penny Post and the omnibus, and they were 
protected to some extent by a police force. The Mannings fled their crime on the railway, were trapped 
by the recently-invented telegraph and arrested by ‘detectives’ (a new concept and word), but they were 
hanged in public as murderers had been for centuries, watched by a baying, drunken and swearing 
mob.

Living in Early Victorian London

An important and unique work about Gothic fiction, by"the major anthologist of supernatural and Gothic 
fiction\

A Gothic Bibliography (Unabridged)

An exquisite new edition of the true crime classic; 'a classic' (John le Carré)Saville's corpse, already 
stiff, was laid on a table beneath the kitchen window; upstairs the shape of his sleeping self was still 
indented on the sheets and pillow of the cot.On a summer's morning in 1860, the Kent family awakes 
in their elegant Wiltshire home to a terrible discovery; their youngest son has been brutally murdered. 
When celebrated detective Jack Whicher is summoned from Scotland Yard he faces the unenviable task 
of identifying the killer - when the grieving family are the suspects.The original Victorian whodunnit, the 
murder and its investigation provoked national hysteria at the thought of what might be festering behind 
the locked doors of respectable homes - scheming servants, rebellious children, insanity, jealousy, 
loneliness and loathing.

The Suspicions of Mr. Whicher

Thirty real-life accounts of passion gone lethally wrong Celebrated mystery writer Howard Engel traces 
the history of the crime of passion through France, England, Canada, and the United States in his first 
nonfiction book. The story of Ruth Ellis, the last woman hanged in England, is explored along with 
more familiar, modern cases, such as those of O. J. Simpson and Lorena Bobbitt. With each sordid 
tale, Engel explores the legal codes and moral implications surrounding crimes of passion throughout 
history. Careful research and a novelist’s eye for detail and dramatization bring each grisly case into 
chilling clarity. Crimes of Passion is a must-read for true crime enthusiasts, armchair historians, and 
fans of the macabre.

Catalogue of the Interesting Contents of Walton Hall, Near Wakefield

The most captivating and intriguing 19th-century murders from around the world are re-examined 
in this disquieting volume, which takes readers on a perilous journey around the worlds most be-
nighted regions. In each area, murders are charted with increasing specificity: beginning with city- or 
region-wide overviews, drilling down to street-level diagrams and zooming-in to detailed floor plans. 
All the elements of each crime are meticulously replotted on archival maps, from the prior movements 
of both killer and victim to the eventual location of the body. The murders revisited range from the 
French Ripper Joseph Vacher, who roamed the French countryside brutally murdering and mutilating 
over twenty shepherds and shepherdesses, to H.H. Holmes, who built a hotel in Chicago to entrap, 
murder and dispose of its many guests. Crime expert Dr Drew Gray illuminates the details of each case, 
recounting both the horrifying particulars of the crimes themselves and the ingenious detective work 
that led to the eventual capture of the murderers. He highlights the development of police methods and 
technology: from the introduction of the police whistle to the standardization of the mugshot and from 
the invention of fingerprinting to the use of radio telegraphy to capture criminals. Disturbing crime-scene 
photographs by pioneers of policework, such as Alphonse Bertillon, and contemporary illustrations from 
the sensationalist magazines of the day, including the Illustrated Police News and the Petit Journal, 
complete the macabre picture.

Book-prices current

A lively exploration of the struggles faced by women in law enforcement and mystery fiction for the past 
175 years In 1910, Alice Wells took the oath to join the all-male Los Angeles Police Department. She 
wore no uniform, carried no weapon, and kept her badge stuffed in her pocketbook. She wasn’t the 
first or only policewoman, but she became the movement’s most visible voice. Police work from its very 
beginning was considered a male domain, far too dangerous and rough for a respectable woman to 
even contemplate doing, much less take on as a profession. A policewoman worked outside the home, 



walking dangerous city streets late at night to confront burglars, drunks, scam artists, and prostitutes. To 
solve crimes, she observed, collected evidence, and used reason and logic—traits typically associated 
with men. And most controversially of all, she had a purpose separate from her husband, children, and 
home. Women who donned the badge faced harassment and discrimination. It would take more than 
seventy years for women to enter the force as full-fledged officers. Yet within the covers of popular fiction, 
women not only wrote mysteries but also created female characters that handily solved crimes. Smart, 
independent, and courageous, these nineteenth- and early twentieth-century female sleuths (including 
a healthy number created by male writers) set the stage for Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple, Sara 
Paretsky’s V. I. Warshawski, Patricia Cornwell’s Kay Scarpetta, and Sue Grafton’s Kinsey Millhone, as 
well as TV detectives such as Prime Suspect’s Jane Tennison and Law and Order’s Olivia Benson. The 
authors were not amateurs dabbling in detection but professional writers who helped define the genre 
and competed with men, often to greater success. Pistols and Petticoats tells the story of women’s 
very early place in crime fiction and their public crusade to transform policing. Whether real or fictional, 
investigating women were nearly always at odds with society. Most women refused to let that stop them, 
paving the way to a modern professional life for women on the force and in popular culture.

Sale-catalogues of Second-hand Books on Sale by Henry Sotheran & Co

The publisher Edward Lloyd (1815-1890) helped shape Victorian popular culture in ways that have left 
a legacy that lasts right up to today. He was a major pioneer of both popular fiction and journalism but 
has never received extended scholarly investigation until now. Lloyd shaped the modern popular press: 
Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper became the first paper to sell over a million copies. Along with publishing 
songs and broadsides, Lloyd dominated the fiction market in the early Victorian period issuing Gothic 
stories such as Varney the Vampire (1845-7) and other 'penny dreadfuls', which became bestsellers. 
Lloyd's publications introduced the enduring figure of Sweeney Todd whilst his authors penned plagia-
risms of Dickens's novels, such as Oliver Twiss (1838-9). Many readers in the early Victorian period 
may have been as likely to have encountered the author of Pickwick in a Lloyd-published plagiarism as 
in the pages of the original author. This book makes us rethink the early reception of Dickens. In this 
interdisciplinary collection, leading scholars explore the world of Edward Lloyd and his stable of writers, 
such as Thomas Peckett Prest and James Malcolm Rymer. The Lloyd brand shaped popular taste in 
the age of Dickens and the Chartists. Edward Lloyd and his World fills a major gap in the histories of 
popular fiction and journalism, whilst developing links with Victorian politics, theatre and music.

The Woman who Murdered Black Satin

55,000 biographies of people who shaped the history of the British Isles and beyond, from the earliest 
times to the year 2002.

Catalogue of Ancient and Modern Books

Criminoloogist Robin Odell has compiled this gruesome gallery of cases from all over the world, 
revealing the growth in serial slayings, contract killings and middle-class murders and investigating 
what motivates people to commit the ultimate crime. As well as gangsters and ordinary felons, the book 
includes doctors, millionaries, housewives, children, lawyers, accountants, officers and gentlemen who 
have succumbed to the killing instinct. Behind the sensational names concocted by the tabloid press - 
'Boston Strangler', 'Dracula Killer', 'Night Stalker', 'Granny Killer' - lurk real murderers committing acts 
of violence in circumstances often more bizarre than fiction. Arranged in an easy-to-use A-Z format, 
the book contains over 500 cases from serial killers such as Dennis Nilsen and Ted Bundy, to those 
such as Jeremy Bamber and Steven Benson who dispatched their parents for money; from murderous 
New Zealand teenagers whose story made a successful film, to the many doctors and nurses who took 
life instead of saving it; from unsolved murders such as the murder of Little Gregory in France to the 
paid assignments of John Waynes Hearn, a Vietnam veteran who killed to order. The result is a classic 
of true crime, a definitive work on murder as a worldwide phenomenon.

Crimes of Passion

By the time that Queen Victoria ascended the throne in 1837, the list of crimes liable to attract the 
death penalty had effectively been reduced to murder. Yet, despite this, the gallows remained a source 
of controversy in Victorian Britain and there was a growing unease in liberal quarters surrounding the 
question of capital punishment. Unease was expressed in various forms, including efforts at outright 
abolition. Focusing in part on the activities of the Society for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, James 



Gregory here examines abolitionist strategies, leaders and personnel. He locates the 'gallows question' 
in an imperial context and explores the ways in which debates about the gallows and abolition featured 
in literature, from poetry to 'novels of purpose' and popular romances of the underworld. He places the 
abolitionist movement within the wider Victorian worlds of philanthropy, religious orthodoxy and social 
morality in a study which will be essential reading for students and researchers of Victorian history.

Catalogue of the Books in the Manchester Public Free Library, Reference Department. Prepared by 
A. Crestadoro. (Vol. II. Comprising the Additions from 1864 to 1879.) [With the Index of Names and 
Subjects.]

'One of the best social commentators on Dickens...models of historical scholarship.'- Gertrude Himmel-
farb, Distinguished Professor of History, City University of New York. This classic of Dickens criticism, 
now in its third edition, provides a fascinating insight into Dickens's thinking and writing on crime. 
Extraordinary in character, as well as literary skill, he displayed a shrewd insight into the criminal 
character, whilst demanding tough penalties for those who broke the law. At one stage attracted to a 
career as a metropolitan magistrate, Dickens turned instead to fiction and discovered there an outlet for 
his enduring fascination with the darker side of human nature. Thieves, cheats and murderers people 
the pages of his novels, few of which are without some serious crime. But the treatment of crime for 
Dickens was far more than an authorial device: it was a focal point for his deep concern with social 
problems and played a vital role in his attempt to understand these ills. Dickens and Crime continues 
to be one of the most significant and illuminating studies into Dickens's creative imagination, and its 
reappearance in print will be warmly welcomed by scholars and general readers alike.

Murder Maps

This collaborative History aims to become the standard work on Victorian literature for the twenty-first 
century. Well-known scholars introduce readers to their particular fields, discuss influential critical 
debates and offer illuminating contextual detail to situate authors and works in their wider cultural and 
historical contexts. Sections on publishing and readership and a chronological survey of major literary 
developments between 1837 and 1901, are followed by essays on topics including sexuality, sensation, 
cityscapes, melodrama, epic and economics. Victorian writing is placed in its complex relation to the 
Empire, Europe and America, as well as to Britain's component nations. The final chapters consider 
how Victorian literature, and the period as a whole, influenced twentieth-century writers. Original, lucid 
and stimulating, each chapter is an important contribution to Victorian literary studies. Together, the 
contributors create an engaging discussion of the ways in which the Victorians saw themselves and of 
how their influence has persisted.

Bloodhounds of Heaven

A record of literary properties sold at auction in the United States.

Pistols and Petticoats

Enter the courtroom of one of the most sensational murder trials in Victorian-era England with The 
Bermondsey Murder. Follow the disturbing case of Frederick and Maria Manning, who were accused 
of killing their lodger Patrick O'Connor in order to steal his savings. Author Frederick George Manning 
provides a firsthand account of the trial, as well as detailed biographies of the key players involved. 
True crime fans won't want to miss this gripping historical document. This work has been selected by 
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. 
This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the 
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a 
copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough 
to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support 
of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive 
and relevant.

New Light on Sweeney Todd, Thomas Peckett Prest, James Malcolm Rymer and Elizabeth Caroline 
Grey

Edward Lloyd and His World
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