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Explore the tragic events of the Indian Massacre in Minnesota, predominantly known as the Dakota 
War of 1862. This pivotal frontier conflict saw devastating violence between the Dakota people and 
U.S. settlers, profoundly shaping Minnesota's history and its Native American narrative. Discover the 
complex causes, key figures, and lasting impact of this significant period of unrest.
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Indian Massacre in Minnesota

Indian Massacre in Minnesota was written over 100 years ago by a man whose job was to process 
claims for property damaged by Sioux raiders after they went on the warpath, killing pioneer families 
and taking many of those who survived into captivity. The book begins by giving a brief account of the 
Sioux and the harsh treatment by our government.

A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians, in Minnesota

Indian Massacre in Minnesota was written over 100 years ago by a man whose job was to process 
claims for property damaged by Sioux raiders after they went on the warpath, killing pioneer families 
and taking many of those who survived into captivity. He documented the terrifying tales told by settlers 
of the horrors they suffered. However, to properly present this tragic time, the book begins by giving a 
brief account of the Sioux Indians; the harsh treatment by our government (who ignored a treaty that 
promised $2 million for their land), their living conditions on the reservations and their complaints. The 
resulting account of the massacres and conspiracy by the great chief Little Crow is also described, 
along with the personal accounts of the survivors.

Dakota War-Whoop

First published in 1970, this volume from Mrs Harriet E. Bishop McConkey, a pioneer schoolteacher 
of St. Paul, Minnesota, was part of the first wave of contemporaneous accounts from Americans in 
1863 documenting their perspective of the Sioux Uprising between the 17th of August and the 26th 
of September 1862. At least 450 settlers and soldiers were killed, depopulating large areas. Although 
not a direct eyewitness to events, Harriet McConkey was on the fringes of the action in St. Paul and 
gathered material firsthand from the participants themselves, enabling her to convey the settlers’ story 
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with profound emotional involvement and intimacy, though with equally profound bitterness for the 
Native Americans. McConkey made little attempt to explore their motivations in the form of famine, 
late payment and poor treatment. Though imperfect, hers remains an important account documenting 
the settlers’ experience of the event which began a succession of wars over thirty years, ending at 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota in 1890.

Massacre in Minnesota

In August 1862 the worst massacre in U.S. history unfolded on the Minnesota prairie, launching what 
has come to be known as the Dakota War, the most violent ethnic conflict ever to roil the nation. When 
it was over, between six and seven hundred white settlers had been murdered in their homes, and 
thirty to forty thousand had fled the frontier of Minnesota. But the devastation was not all on one side. 
More than five hundred Indians, many of them women and children, perished in the aftermath of the 
conflict; and thirty-eight Dakota warriors were executed on one gallows, the largest mass execution 
ever in North America. The horror of such wholesale violence has long obscured what really happened 
in Minnesota in 1862—from its complicated origins to the consequences that reverberate to this day. A 
sweeping work of narrative history, the result of forty years’ research, Massacre in Minnesota provides 
the most complete account of this dark moment in U.S. history. Focusing on key figures caught up in 
the conflict—Indian, American, and Franco- and Anglo-Dakota—Gary Clayton Anderson gives these 
long-ago events a striking immediacy, capturing the fears of the fleeing settlers, the animosity of 
newspaper editors and soldiers, the violent dedication of Dakota warriors, and the terrible struggles 
of seized women and children. Through rarely seen journal entries, newspaper accounts, and military 
records, integrated with biographical detail, Anderson documents the vast corruption within the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, the crisis that arose as pioneers overran Indian lands, the failures of tribal leadership 
and institutions, and the systemic strains caused by the Civil War. Anderson also gives due attention 
to Indian cultural viewpoints, offering insight into the relationship between Native warfare, religion, and 
life after death—a nexus critical to understanding the conflict. Ultimately, what emerges most clearly 
from Anderson’s account is the outsize suffering of innocents on both sides of the Dakota War—and, 
identified unequivocally for the first time, the role of white duplicity in bringing about this unprecedented 
and needless calamity.

Dakota War Whoop

A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians in Minnesota was published in 1864, two years 
after an attack in August 1862.

Dakota War Whoop

This is a fascinating, detailed firsthand eyewitness account of the Sioux Indian massacre at Lake Shetek 
in Minnesota that took place on August 20, 1862 by one of its survivors, Mrs. Lavinia Eastlick. “In 
presenting this pamphlet to the public, I have given merely a plain, unvarnished statement of all the 
facts that came under my own observation, during the dreadful massacre of the settlers of Minnesota. 
Mine only was a single case among hundreds of similar instances. It is only from explicit and minute 
accounts from the pen of the sufferers themselves, that people living at this distance from the scene 
of those atrocities can arrive at any just and adequate conception of the fiendishness of the Indian 
character, or the extremities of pain, terror and distress endured by the victims. It can hardly be decided 
which were least unfortunate, those who met an immediate death at the hands of the savages, or the 
survivors who, after enduring tortures worse than death, from hunger, fear, fatigue, and wounds, at last 
escaped barely with life.”—Mrs. L. Eastlick This book also includes photos, affidavits, and other material 
that were compiled by Mr. Ross A. Irish, Mrs. Eastlick nephew.

Dakota War-whoop

In August 1862 the worst massacre in U.S. history unfolded on the Minnesota prairie, launching what 
has come to be known as the Dakota War, the most violent ethnic conflict ever to roil the nation. When 
it was over, between six and seven hundred white settlers had been murdered in their homes, and 
thirty to forty thousand had fled the frontier of Minnesota. But the devastation was not all on one side. 
More than five hundred Indians, many of them women and children, perished in the aftermath of the 
conflict; and thirty-eight Dakota warriors were executed on one gallows, the largest mass execution 
ever in North America. The horror of such wholesale violence has long obscured what really happened 
in Minnesota in 1862—from its complicated origins to the consequences that reverberate to this day. A 



sweeping work of narrative history, the result of forty years’ research, Massacre in Minnesota provides 
the most complete account of this dark moment in U.S. history. Focusing on key figures caught up in 
the conflict—Indian, American, and Franco- and Anglo-Dakota—Gary Clayton Anderson gives these 
long-ago events a striking immediacy, capturing the fears of the fleeing settlers, the animosity of 
newspaper editors and soldiers, the violent dedication of Dakota warriors, and the terrible struggles 
of seized women and children. Through rarely seen journal entries, newspaper accounts, and military 
records, integrated with biographical detail, Anderson documents the vast corruption within the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, the crisis that arose as pioneers overran Indian lands, the failures of tribal leadership 
and institutions, and the systemic strains caused by the Civil War. Anderson also gives due attention 
to Indian cultural viewpoints, offering insight into the relationship between Native warfare, religion, and 
life after death—a nexus critical to understanding the conflict. Ultimately, what emerges most clearly 
from Anderson’s account is the outsize suffering of innocents on both sides of the Dakota War—and, 
identified unequivocally for the first time, the role of white duplicity in bringing about this unprecedented 
and needless calamity.

A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians in Minnesota

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians in Minnesota

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

A Personal Narrative of Indian Massacres, 1862

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Dakota War Whoop

Story of the great Sioux uprising of 1862 in Minnesota and the worst Indian massacre in United States 
history.

Massacre in Minnesota

This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these books are created from careful scans of 
the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately and present it in the way the author intended. 
Since the original versions are generally quite old, there may occasionally be certain imperfections 
within these reproductions. We're happy to make these classics available again for future generations 
to enjoy!



A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians, in Minnesota

Excerpt from A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians, in Minnesota: Including the Personal 
Narratives of Many Who Escaped The expeditions under General! Sibley and Sully, in 1863, tho result 
of which has been to transfer the Sioux war from the bor ders of Minnesota to the banks of the Missouri, 
is brie�y given in a concluding chapter. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of 
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction 
of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct 
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare 
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our 
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that 
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians, in Minnesota

Excerpt from Dakota War Whoop: Or Indian Massacres and War in Minnesota of 1862-'3 Alas! The 
visions of the night troubled me, despite my unbelief. To fancy's ear came the ifearful wail and the 
groans of the dying, and to fancy's eye came only one blood-blinding scene - the dead, in tall prairie 
grass, or at their own hearth-stones; and above the shrieks and groans Of their victims rose the terrible 
war whoop Of the government-pampered Dakotas, furious from a taste Of blood, and panting for more. 
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find 
more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten 
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format 
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, 
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast 
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve 
the state of such historical works.

A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians in Minnesota

"Resilience and physical stamina enabled her to escape, Tarble is woman as victor." -The War in 
Words (2009) "Captivity apparently awakens Tarble's powers of dissent." -Bound and Determined 
(1996) "Helen Tarble and Minnie Carrigan were both captured by Indians during the Sioux outbreak, 
both wrote about their fears of death before they were finally rescued." -Westering Women and the 
Frontier Experience (1982) The stories of those pioneers who have survived captivity among tribes 
during hostile outbreaks along frontier settlements are full of harrowing interest. Of particular interest 
is that told by Helen M. Tarble in her 1904 narrative, "The Story of My Capture and Escape During 
the Minnesota Indian Massacre of 1862." In August 1862, the Sioux of the Minnesota plains went on 
the warpath against white pioneers in the Dakota War or Sioux Outbreak of 1862. A young Caucasian 
pioneer woman Helen M. Tarble (1843-1921) and her children were captured. Upon news in August of 
1862 of that the Sioux uprising had begun, the alarm soon spread throughout the settlement Tarble 
lived in, and it was decided that all should flee at once to Fort Ridgely. After fleeing a short distance in 
a horse-drawn wagon, Tarble relates: "We had not gone more than half a mile when, to our horror, a 
considerable number of Indians-perhaps 75 in all-rose up out of the tall prairie grass and surrounded us. 
... Looking back I saw the whole band we had left coming after us, and heard the reports of three guns. 
The dreadful truth flashed upon me; the Indians were killing us! Several bullets struck the wagon...." 
Tarble relates that after her capture and during her ensuing captivity "they put me at work and found 
plenty of it to do. I chopped wood, brought water, gathered corn from the fields and fed the horses, and 
all the time I was closely watched and never allowed to go alone, a squaw always keeping at my side. 
Finally serious trouble threatened me. A squaw told me there was a great fuss among the Indians on 
my account. She said four braves claimed me, each for himself..."

Dakota War Whoop

Harriet E. Bishop (January 1, 1817 - August 8, 1883) was an American educator, writer, suffragist, and 
temperance activist. Born in Panton, Vermont, she moved to Saint Paul, Minnesota in 1847. There she 
started the first public school in the Minnesota Territory, the first Sunday school in the territory, was a 
founding member of temperance, suffrage and civic organizations, played a central role in establishing 
the First Baptist Church of Saint Paul, and was an active promoter of her adopted state Partial list of 
works - "Floral Home; or, First Years of Minnesota," published in New York, 1857 - "Dakota War Whoop, 
or Indian Massacres and War in Minnesota of 1862-63," published in 1863 - "Minnesota Then and 



Now," published in 1869 "Dakota War Whoop, or Indian Massacres and War in Minnesota of 1862-63," 
published in 1863 The Bread Raid - The First Blow - Outbreak at Red Wood - The Slaughter - US Troops 
Cut to Pieces - The Panic - The Mission Party - Siege of Fort Abercrombie - Indians at Sioux Falls City 
and more.

The Great Sioux Uprising

A Brief history of the Indian uprising and depredations in Minnesota during 1862.

The Story of My Capture and Escape During the Minnesota Indian Massacre of 1862,

Originally published: A detailed account of the massacre by the Dakota Indians of Minnesota in 1862. 
Minneapolis: Marion P. Satterlee, [1923]. With new introd.

A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians, in Minnesota

This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a 
free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 
1864 edition. Excerpt: ... the woods, and if possible, find his body, and that of private Miller, who was 
missed the same day. The latter had said, before going out, that uhe wanted a shot." He received a 
shot, but whether he gave one or not, is unknown. He was found scalped, not far from Lieut Beever, but 
whether the same rencounter terminated both lives, of course will ever be unknown, unless the facts 
be imparted by some friendly Indian. But a short distance from where Lieut Beever lay, were two pools 
of blood, proving pretty conclusively that he had not yielded his life without a recompense. His horse 
had been shot through the head, and three arrows were in his back, and a ball had passed through 
his body, but the finale had been the blow from a tomahawk. He was a "good shot"--had with him 
two revolvers, carrying eleven balls, which had doubtless, found sure lodgment, the dead or wounded 
Indians having been carried off by their comrades. The remains were duly prepared and deposited in 
as good a coffin as could be obtained, and with his body servant (between whom and himself there 
was a mutual attachment, ) as chief mourner, followed by almost the entire command, was placed in his 
prairie grave, near that of Docter Weiser, there to rest till the "graves give up their dead." This event was 
one of the saddest connected with the campaign. Frederick J. Holt Beever was an English gentleman 
of means and education, travelling for his health and improvement His love of romance and adventure 
led him to embrace the opportunity offered by the expedition, for seeing the western prairies, and he 
was attached to General Sibley's staff, as volunteer Aid.de.camp. He was a jovial, social man, brave, 
energetic and reliable, and after "life's fitful fever," in his lone and lowly...

Dakota War Whoop

An eyewitness account of Indian warfare during the American Civil War For anyone interested in the 
history of the American West-and the wars against the Plains Indian tribes in particular-this book will 
be a delight. The author enlisted in the Union Army to fight in the American Civil War, but instead 
of marching eastwards to fight the soldiers of the southern Confederacy he found himself involved 
in the bitter and savage campaigns against the Sioux and their allies in Minnesota. Readers may be 
familiar with the Plains Indian wars of the post Civil War period, dominated by the doomed figure of 
George Armstrong Custer, but whilst the 'boy general' was gaining fame with his Michigan cavalry 
brigade, the desperately under protected and vulnerable frontier settlements had to fight off sustained 
and overwhelming attacks by hostile Indians. Fort Ridgeley was dangerously besieged and the small 
town of New Ulm was so fiercely attacked and surrounded that there was the potential for massacre 
the like of which was unprecedented. Connelly tells his story in a way that conveys the immediacy 
of events; with him the reader will experience the close fought fight at Birch Coolie and the Battle of 
Wood Lake. The year of 1863 saw the Minnesota troops on campaign again fighting at the battles of 
Big Mound, Buffalo Lake and Stony Lake. While the Civil War continued many miles from the troubled 
frontiers of westward expansion, 1864 brought more campaigning against hostile tribes for Connelly 
that culminated in the Battle of the Bad Lands. The author's narrative is added to by the inclusion of 
panoramic battlefield drawings which usefully assist the reader's understanding. Leonaur editions are 
newly typeset and are not facsimiles; each title is available in softcover and hardback with dustjacket; 
our hardbacks are cloth bound and feature gold foil lettering on their spines and fabric head and tail 
bands.

A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians, in Minnesota



In August of 1862, hundreds of Dakota warriors opened without warning a murderous rampage against 
settlers and soldiers in southern Minnesota. The vortex of the Dakota Uprising along the Minnesota 
River encompassed thousands of people in what was perhaps the greatest massacre of whites by 
Indians in American history ... Dakota Dawn focuses in great detail on the first week of the killing spree, 
a great paroxysm of destruction when the Dakota succeeded, albeit fleetingly, in driving out the white 
man.--Publisher description.

Dakota War Whoop, Or, Indian Massacres and War in Minnesota

Thirty-six narratives present the Dakota Indians' experiences during a conflict previously known chiefly 
from the viewpoints of non-Indians.

Dakota War Whoop

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Dakota War-Whoop: or, Indian massacres and war in Minnesota, of 1862-'3 ... Revised edition. [With 
portraits.]

History of the Sioux War and Massacres of 1862 and 1863
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