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Delve into the complex and pivotal relationship between Jesus and the Jewish Law, examining His 
interpretations, fulfillment, and how His teachings profoundly reshaped its understanding within early 
Christianity.
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Jewish Law from Jesus to the Mishnah

In this volume E. P. Sanders presents five studies that advance the re-examination of the nature of 
Jewish law that he began in Jesus and Judaism (Fortress Press, 1985). As usual, he is able to shed new 
light on old questions and demonstrate that many accepted interpretations are misguided. A chapter 
on “The Synoptic Jesus and the Law” considers how serious the legal issues discussed between Jesus 
and his opponents would have been, had they been authentic. Two chapters explore whether the 
Pharisees had oral law, and whether they ate ordinary food in purity (the thesis of Jacob Neusner). 
A study of Jewish food and purity laws in the Greek-speaking Diaspora bears on the particular point of 
law which led to the argument between Peter and Paul at Antioch. At last, Sanders turns to a pointed 
essay that sets his own approach to rabbinic traditions and the Mishnah in distinct contrast from that of 
Jacob Neusner. A new preface points to the enduring contribution of these compelling and influential 
studies.

Christ and the Jewish Law

The principal concern of this book is to show how uncovering the history of legal development can serve 
as a control for the conclusions of tradition history. In this groundbreaking study, the author brings his 
own professional experience as a lawyer to bear upon questions of Jewish law and of Gospel criticism. 
Dr Booth first establishes redaction-critically and form-critically which elements of Mark 7.1-23 are to 
be assigned to Mark, which to the early church, and which to the probable legal disputes of Jesus 
with the Pharisees. Then he charts the history of the purity laws, determining which legal statements 
in the text are credible in the situation of AD 30. This methodologically original approach enables him 
to formulate telling criticisms of some current procedures and conclusions of traditio-historical and 
form-critical scholars.

Jesus and the Laws of Purity
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A scholarly examination of the relationship between Jesus Christ and the Jewish legal tradition. 
Mackintosh explores the ways in which Jesus' teachings both affirmed and challenged the existing 
legal structures of his time, shedding light on the complexities of his message and mission. This work 
has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of 
civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important 
part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Christ and the Jewish Law

In this volume, E. P. Sanders presents five studies that re-examine the nature of Jewish law in the 
second Temple period. He considers how serious the legal issues discussed between Jesus and his 
opponents would have been, had they been authentic; explores whether the Pharisees had oral law, 
and whether they ate ordinary food in purity; examines ho

Jewish Law from Jesus to the Mishnah

Why did the Gentile church keep Old Testament commandments about sex and idolatry, but disregard 
many others, like those about food or ritual purity? If there were any binding norms, what made them so, 
and on what basis were they articulated?In this important study, Markus Bockmuehl approaches such 
questions by examining the halakhic (Jewish legal) rationale behind the ethics of Jesus, Paul and the 
early Christians. He offers fresh and often unexpected answers based on careful biblical and historical 
study. His arguments have far-reaching implications not only for the study of the New Testament, but 
more broadly for the relationship between Christianity and Judaism.

Jewish Law in Gentile Churches

Who killed Jesus...the Jews or the Romans? Did you know that the Sanhedrin broke the Jewish law 
18 times during the illegal trial of Jesus? Attorney Earle Wingo approaches the crucifixion like a trial 
lawyer, showing one after another the ways in which Jesus was illegally tried. Wingo is a good writer, 
with an emotional and persuasive style. You would want him defending you in court. This book was 
written many years ago, and we have had a lot of requests for it since Jack Chick has made references 
to it in his books. Now, with illustrations by Jack Chick added, we are releasing this revised edition to 
add fascinating detail to your study of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. It will give new understanding to 
your Bible study, and provide you with fascinating details you can share with others if you are a teacher 
in your church. You will learn: Who the Jewish leaders were, and why they knew exactly what they were 
doing. How many Jewish laws were broken in order to entrap Jesus. How Jesus was arrested without 
being charged. That Jewish law forbade nighttime trials, and one-day trials. Why the eventual charge 
of blasphemy wasn't enough to put Jesus to death. How the charges against Jesus were changed to 
get the Romans to kill Him.

The Illegal Trial of Jesus

From the preface: "The importance of our subject is very generally admitted by competent theologians. 
Holtzmann, in papers frequently referred to within this work, makes allusion to a late work of Bruno 
Bauer's, and speaks in that connection of "the high significance, which belongs to Jesus' attitude 
towards the Law, in regard to His dignity as founder of a religion"; and Bassermann, the author of a brief 
but laborious commentary on Matthew 5:17-20, expresses himself as follows: "All admit the importance 
of this question," viz., the question how Jesus felt and taught regarding the Mosaic Law, "not only for a 
right understanding of the life and person of Jesus, but for a right understanding of the whole Christian 
religion. Rightly," he adds, "does Weisse call it a vital question for framing our conception of the Divine 
revelation made to us in Christ." Yet, so far as I am aware, there is no treatment of our subject, either 
in German or English, on a scale adequate to its importance. Perhaps the following pages may call 
attention to it. An apology is due for the absence of textual criticism. This book can make no claim to 
original scholarship, though I have tried to keep step with the results of scholarship. In Germany, it would 
be impossible to handle such a subject except in connection, not with textual criticism only, but with 
critical theories of the origin of the Gospels. And it is most legitimate to determine as exactly as possible 
the revealing facts and sacred words, on a sounder system than that of Gospel Harmony. But there 



are drawbacks. The next comer has a new criticism, and sweeps away at a stroke the underpinning 
upon which the superstructure of his predecessor rests. If we take our stand on the actual Gospel 
narratives, we cannot be so quickly despatched. The reader will not need to be told that I am under 
greater obligations to Ritschl than to any other writer. I have not indeed been able to follow his views 
upon "Christ and the Mosaic Law" in his Enstehung der altkatholischen Kirche. But from that book, and 
from his great work on Justification, I have derived suggestions and promptings so numerous that a 
detailed confession would be tedious. Perhaps it is right to add, that the following pages nevertheless 
are not an utterance of discipleship. Dr. Ritschl is not to be made responsible for the crudities of my 
criticism. Nor am I to be held assenting to the negations of his theology."

Christ and the Jewish Law

Excerpt from Christ and the Jewish Law The importance of our subject is very generally admitted by 
competent theologians. Holtzmann, in papers frequently referred to below, makes allusion to a late 
work of Bruno Bauer's, and speaks in that connection of "the high significance, which belongs to Jesus 
attitude towards the Law, in regard to His dignity as founder of a religion;" and Bassermann, the author 
of a brief but laborious commentary on Matt. v. 17-20, expresses himself as follows: "All admit the 
importance of this question," viz., the question how Jesus felt and taught regarding the Mosaic Law, "not 
only for a right understanding of the life and person of Jesus, but for a right understanding of the whole 
Christian religion. Rightly," he adds, "does Weisse call it a vital question for framing our conception of 
the Divine revelation made to us in Christ." About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of 
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction 
of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct 
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare 
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our 
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that 
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Christ and the Jewish Law (Classic Reprint)

This is a valuable book.....It is a work of wide learning. It deals with a topic which, as the author states 
in his preface, has been much neglected in spite of the fact that biblical scholars and theologians have 
always paid lip service to the importance of law in Jewish life. It is a book which should be on the library 
shelf of every serious student of the New Testament. - Fr. Pius, O.F.M.C. Franciscan Friary, Crawley. 
J. Duncan M. Derrett was, until his retirement, Professor of Oriental Laws at the University of London. 
He has author works on legal history as well as 'Jesus's Audience', 'Studies in the New Testament' (6 
vols.), 'The Sermon on the Mount', 'The Anastasis', and 'The Bible and the Buddhists'.

Law in the New Testament

The claim that Jesus was criticised by the Pharisees for performing Sabbath cures has been emphat-
ically repeated for over 2,000 years. But a careful, unprejudiced evaluation of the Gospels - the only 
source for this accusation - shows that the historical Jesus was never criticised by historical Pharisees 
for performing Sabbath cures and that both the Pharisees and Jesus agreed that Sabbath cures must 
be performed. The Sabbath healing events in the Gospels have in fact preserved a significant part 
of the history of the post-biblical Jewish debate which sought to reconcile the apparently mutually 
irreconcilable demands of Jewish law and the need to perform deeds of healing and/or saving life, 
which is the subject of this book.

Jesus, the Sabbath and the Jewish Debate

This volume makes a significant contribution to the important—often contentious—debate over Paul’s 
understanding of and attitude toward the Mosaic law. Sixteen outstanding New Testament scholars 
examine in depth the key passages in the letters of Paul that deal with the Jewish law, striving to find 
common ground on a wide range of exegetical and theological disputes. Their work not only provides 
a clearer view of the issues involved but also draws together the differing interpretive approaches 
currently applied to this pivotal topic of study. The essays by Lichtenberger, Hengel, Kertelge, Hofius, 
and Hubner are available here for the first time in English.

Paul and the Mosaic Law



This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

CHRIST & THE JEWISH LAW

>

The New Testament and Jewish Law: A Guide for the Perplexed

In this seminal work, an attorney puts Jesus on trial, explaining to Jews, Christians and the theologically 
curious; why Jesus did not qualify as the Jewish messiah; why believing in Jesus cuts Jews off from 
G-d forever in the World To Come; how the Christian Bible has strategically mistranslated key verses 
in the "Old Testament" to shoehorn Jesus into the text." This compelling new book calls "unorthodox" 
Jews back to Torah Judaism. Black, White and Read Publishing.

Lectures on Jewish Institutions

While interest in Paul's relationship to Judaism has been growing recently, this study adds an important 
aspect by comparing Paul’s practical instruction with the ancient halakha or Jewish traditional law. First 
Corinthians is found to be a source of prime importance, and surprisingly, halakha appears to be basic 
to Paul's instruction for non-Jewish Christians. The book includes thorough discussion of hermeneutic 
and methodological implications, always viewed in relation to the history of Pauline and Judaic study. 
Attention is also being paid to the setting within Hellenistic culture. Finally, conclusions are drawn about 
the texture of Paul's thought and these are applied to two ‘theological’ passages decisive for his place in 
Judaism. Historical and theological implications are vast, both regarding Paul's relationship to Judaism, 
his attitude towards Jesus and his Apostles, and the meaning of his teaching concerning justification 
and the Law.

Twenty-six Reasons why Jews Don't Believe in Jesus

Do you have questions about Judaism? Do you wonder why Jews don't accept Jesus as Messiah? 
Why Jews are so attached to the State of Israel? Why has there been so much hatred of Jews over 
the centuries? What you should bring (or more importantly, what not to bring) to the Passover Seder to 
which you've been invited? How to relate to Jews who are close friends or even new family members 
of yours? If you do, then this is the book for you. Written in a friendly, informal style, A Christian's Guide 
to Judaism is an introduction to Jewish religion, history, culture, and holidays written especially for the 
curious non-Jew. Its goal is to not only answer the questions that you may have about Judaism but also 
to make you feel more at home when you are invited to Jewish celebrations such as weddings and 
bar or bat mitzvahs. Have a quick question about what's kosher or why traditional Jewish men keep 
their head covered? See the subject in the chapter called "Jewish Practice in Lots of Nutshells." The 
fascination of Christians with Judaism has taken many forms over the years, from virulent anti-Semitism 
to intense interest regarding the religion of Jesus. This much-needed book provides Christians with a 
broad overview of the Jewish people and their religion, presents thorough explanations of Jewish laws 
and traditions, and explains in detail the many similarities--and key differences--between the Christian 
and Jewish faiths. +

Jewish Traditions in Early Christian Literature, Volume 1 Paul and the Jewish Law

Jesus was a Jew, living in a Jewish culture and under Jewish laws, laws that governed the people of 
Israel at a time of conflict with their Roman overlords. A Book of Evidence takes into consideration 
the history of first-century Jerusalem and is a unique presentation of the passion event, written from a 
Jewish legal standpoint. Find out why and how Jesus came to trial, how the politics of the age and a 



corrupt government played a role in bringing him to death. An examination of the numerous crimes of 
which Jesus was accused results in a reasonable explanation of the real blasphemy that caused him 
to be executed, and an investigation into "crucifixion" as it was known during first-century Jewish law. 
Was the Jewish trial legal? Was it a trial at all? Was there a Roman trial or a simple hearing? Where 
was the real execution site and burial tomb? All these questions are answered in this gripping book. 
Follow, step by step, along the path of Jesus during the Passover, from the Garden of Gethsemane, 
through the trials, to the brutality of the execution, and on to the garden tomb at Bethphage from which 
he was resurrected!

A Christian's Guide to Judaism

This book is devoted both to the problem of Paul's view of the law as a whole, and to his thought 
about and relation to his fellow Jews. Building upon his previous study, the critically acclaimed Paul 
and Palestinian Judaism, E.P. Sanders explores Paul's Jewishness by concentrating on his overall 
relationship to Jewish tradition and thought. Sanders addresses such topics as Paul's use of scripture, 
the degree to which he was a practicing Jew during his career as apostle to the Gentiles, and his 
thoughts about his "kin by race" who did not accept Jesus as the messiah. In short, Paul's thoughts 
about the law and his own people are re-examined with new awareness and great care. Sanders 
addresses an important chapter in the history of the emergence of Christianity. Paul's role in that 
development -- specially in light of Galatians and Romans -- is now re-evaluated in a major way. This 
book is in fact a significant contribution to the study of the emergent normative self-definition in Judaism 
and Christianity during the first centuries of the common era.

A Book of Evidence

A fresh approach to the attitude of Jesus to the Mosaic Law, Dr Banks' book is concerned centrally with 
a detailed exegesis of the texts in the first three Gospels relevant to the ethical teaching and practice 
of Jesus as it related to Jewish Law.

Paul, the Law, and the Jewish People

In Jesus and the Law, Alan Watson measures the success of Jesus's ministry by explaining his attitude 
toward, and knowledge of, certain laws and legal customs. Watson argues that Jesus engendered 
harsh responses from his fellow Jews by his apparently contemptuous or insensitive behavior that 
stemmed from a lack of knowledge or concern about legal and rabbinic strictures. Informed by Watson's 
knowledge of Jewish and Roman law and ancient history, and his skillful relation of Mishnaic and 
Talmudic materials to the time of Jesus, this book is more than a vivid retelling of the events of the 
Gospels. Jesus and the Law joins three other works by Watson-The Trial of Jesus, Jesus and the Jews, 
and Jesus: A Profile-to examine the early dynamism of western religion through refocused attention 
on biblical texts and other historical sources.

Jesus and the Law in the Synoptic Tradition

A detailed examination of the passages central to the debate about Paul's christology and his view of 
Jewish Law. From meticulous exegesis makes some striking theological and historical conclusions.

The Trial of Jesus

Basser examines the fierce debates between Christians and Jews, which took place in the process and 
the aftermath of the Christian break from Judaism. --from publisher description.

Jesus and the Law

Drawing upon ten years of research experience, the master scholar James D. G. Dunn presents a 
book on a major issue in the study of Christian origins: what were the attitudes toward Jewish law 
within earliest Christianity? This volume not only gathers the author's significant contributions to date 
but also includes new material. Divided into nine parts, it is set in the wider context of a living dialogue 
and debate. The introduction maps out Dunn's extensive work in Pauline and Markan studies. The final 
chapter, "The Theology of Galatians," serves as a summary of Dunn's current position on Paul and the 
law and brings the volume to a convincing conclusion.

Revolution in Judaea



These essays explore the Jewish background to central issues in the New Testament -letter and spirit, 
prophecy and law, forgiveness, the accounts of Jesus' "trial(s)," evidence required for legal/theological 
claims, the shepherding images, disinheritance, and teachings on marriage and divorce.

Climax of the Covenant

This book argues that Mark's gospel was not written as late as c. 65-75 CE, but dates from sometime 
between the late 30s and early 40s CE. It challenges the use of the external evidence (such as Irenaeus 
and Clement of Alexandria) often used for dating Mark, relying instead on internal evidence from the 
gospel itself. James Crossley also questions the view that Mark 13 reflects the Jewish war, arguing that 
there are other plausible historical settings. Crossley argues that Mark's gospel takes for granted that 
Jesus fully observed biblical law and that Mark could only make such an assumption at a time when 
Christianity was largely law observant: and this could not have been later than the mid-40s, from which 
point on certain Jewish and gentile Christians were no longer observing some biblical laws (e.g. food, 
Sabbath).

Studies in Exegesis

An examination and evaluation of the anti-Jewish polemic in the Gospels as reflected in the scholarly 
debate over the last 15 years.

Jesus, Paul, and the Law

Current scholarship in the study of ancient Christianity is now available to nonspecialists through 
this collection of essays on anti-Judaism in the New Testament and in New Testament interpretation. 
While academic writing can be obscure and popular writing can be uncritical, this group of experts 
has striven to write as simply and clearly as possible on topics that have been hotly contested. The 
essays are arranged around the historical figures and canonical texts that matter most to Christian 
communities and whose interpretation has fed the negative characterizations of Jews and Judaism. 
A select annotated bibliography also gives suggestions for further reading. This book should be an 
excellent resource for academic courses as well as adult study groups.

Essays on Halakhah in the New Testament

***SEE BELOW FOR AN IMPORTANT UPDATE!!!*** While the dawn of the new millennium has brought 
an unprecedented interest to the field of New Testament studies and the search for the historical Jesus, 
a critical piece in early Christian development has been noticeably absent: Tertullus laid charges against 
Paul in the following address to the governor: "Your Excellency we have found him to be a troublemaker 
a ringleader of the sect known as the Nazarenes Paul said "I admit that I follow the Way, which they 
call a sect. I worship the God of our ancestors, and I firmly believe the Jewish law and everything 
written in the books of prophecy. I have hope in God, just as these men do, that he will raise both the 
righteous and the ungodly." Acts 24:2,5,11-15 (NLT) Put simply, the world has so embraced the story 
of how the apostle Paul took a small Jewish apocalyptic sect and transformed it into a global Gentile 
movement, that it has forgotten the very first followers of Jesus, otherwise known as "Nazarenes". 
What were they like, and how did their beliefs differ from the Roman based model that sprang up later? 
Even from the Catholic fathers, we are given some tantalizing clues: "But these sectarians did not call 
themselves Christians, but "Nazarenes," however they are simply complete Jews. They use not only 
the New Testament but the Old Testament as well, as the Jews do They have no different ideas, but 
confess everything exactly as the Law proclaims it and in the Jewish fashion, except for their belief 
in the Messiah, if you please! For they acknowledge both the resurrection of the dead and the divine 
creation of all things, and declare that God is one, and that His Son is Y'shua the Messiah. They are 
trained to a nicety in Hebrew. For among them the entire Law, Prophets and the Writings are read in 
Hebrew, as they surely are by the Jews. They are different from the Jews, and different from Christians, 
only in the following. They disagree with the Jews for they have come to faith in Messiah; but since they 
are still fettered with the Law circumcision and the Sabbath, and the rest they are not in accord with 
Christians They have the Good News according to Matthew in its entirety in Hebrew. For it is clear they 
still preserve this, in the Hebrew alphabet, as it was originally written." Epiphanus; Panarion 29 (fourth 
century) Are these Nazarenes actually the unknown continuation of the Apostle Paul's ministry? What 
about the "Jerusalem Church" mentioned so frequently by Paul and headed up by Peter and James the 
Just? Why is it only now that we can tell the story of Christendom's most influential group throughout its 



first fifty years and above all what happened to them? Furthermore, even a casual glance at any New 
Testament will show the Gospel of Matthew given the honor of being the first book in the collection. 
Such an arrangement, directly derived from ancient belief of what was written when, is currently ignored 
because modern scholarship accords this honor to Mark. Similarly, while the scholarly world has all 
but forgotten the Nazarenes, they have proclaimed almost universally that the New Testament was 
originally written in Greek, despite strong early testimony and clear textual evidence to the contrary. 
However, since the fourth century, the Nazarenes at some time seem to have vanished off the face of the 
earth. As a result, their existence has now been rendered into little more than a footnote in history, and 
their connection to the original Christian movement and their Semitic scriptures, have been believed 
to be lost forever. That is, until now. Now, for the first time, a modern Nazarene breaks his silence and 
details the results of more than four years of research in his provocative new book "Signs of the Cross". 
As a work destined to turn upside down the current Greek compositional model of the New Testament, 
"Signs of the Cross" breaks new grou

The Date of Mark's Gospel

"The claim that Jesus was criticised by the Pharisees for performing Sabbath cures has been emphat-
ically repeated for over 2,000 years. But a careful, unprejudiced evaluation of the Gospels - the only 
source for this accusation - shows that the historical Jesus was never criticised by historical Pharisees 
for performing Sabbath cures and that both the Pharisees and Jesus agreed that Sabbath cures must 
be performed. The Sabbath healing events in the Gospels have in fact preserved a significant part 
of the history of the post-biblical Jewish debate which sought to reconcile the apparently mutually 
irreconcilable demands of Jewish law and the need to perform deeds of healing and/or saving life, 
which is the subject of this book."--

Pain and Polemic

These chapters explore a number of issues in the contemporary study of Paul raised by questing what 
it means to read Paul from within Judaism rather than supposing that he left the practice and promotion 
of living Jewishly behind after his discovery of Jesus as Christ (Messiah).This is a different question 
to those which have driven the New Perspective over the last thirty years, which still operates from 
many traditional assumptions about Pauls motives and behavior, viewing them as inconsistent with 
and critical of Judaism.

Jesus, Judaism, and Christian Anti-Judaism

Although most people acknowledge that Jesus was a first-century Jew, interpreters of the Gospels 
often present him as opposed to Jewish law and customs--especially when considering his numerous 
encounters with the ritually impure. Matthew Thiessen corrects this popular misconception by placing 
Jesus within the Judaism of his day. Thiessen demonstrates that the Gospel writers depict Jesus op-
posing ritual impurity itself, not the Jewish ritual purity system or the Jewish law. This fresh interpretation 
of significant passages from the Gospels shows that throughout his life, Jesus destroys forces of death 
and impurity while upholding the Jewish law.

The Deicides

The present volume gathers up studies by Peter J. Tomson, written over thirty-odd years, that deal with 
ancient Jewish law and identity, the teachings of Jesus, the letters of Paul, and the historiiography 
of early Jews and Christians. Notable subject areas are Jewish purity laws, divorce law, and the use 
of the name 'Jews'. The author also examines Jesus' teachings as understood in their primary and 
secondary contexts, the various situations Paul's highly differentiated rhetoric may have addressed, 
and the causes contributing to the growing tension between Jews and Christians and the so-called 
parting of the ways.

Signs of the Cross

This book brings together the contributions of the foremost specialists on the relationship of the New 
Testament and Rabbinic Literature. They present the history of scholarship and deal with the main 
methodological issues, and analyze both legal and literary problems.

Jesus, the Jewish Law, and the Gospel of Mark



Jesus, the Sabbath and the Jewish Debate
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