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learning to be literacy teachers in urban schools stories 
of growth and change

#literacy teachers #urban education #teacher development #urban schools teaching #education reform stories 

Explore the inspiring and challenging journeys of individuals as they learn to become effective literacy 
teachers in urban schools. This collection of stories highlights their professional growth, personal 
transformations, and the significant changes they bring to their students and communities, showcasing 
resilience and dedication in dynamic educational environments.
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Learning to be Literacy Teachers in Urban Schools

Many children in urban communities struggle with reading and writing despite your efforts to implement 
best literacy practices. This book will help preservice teachers, classroom teachers, and teacher 
educators bridge cultural gaps to help these children achieve in literacy. Enrich your own cultural 
understandings as you learn about how the experiences of preservice teachers in urban communities 
prepared them for the responsibility that comes with teaching in these settings. Ultimately, you'll gain 
insights about becoming culturally sensitive as you read these real-life stories of teacher growth.

Home-School Connections in a Multicultural Society

Educators everywhere confront critical issues related to families, schooling, and teaching in diverse 
settings. Addressing this reality, this book shows pre-service and practicing teachers how to recognize 
and build on the resources for enhancing school learning that exist within culturally and linguistically 
diverse families.

Reconceptualizing Literacy in the New Age of Multiculturalism and Pluralism

The 2nd Edition of Reconceptualizing Literacy in the New Age of Multiculturalism and Pluralism 
honors the genius of Dr. Peter Mosenthal. His contributions to the field of literacy were unprecedented. 
Many described him as a superb researcher who never lost sight of the purpose of education. He 
made us laugh as he led us in a nursery rhyme song during his National Reading Conference (LRA) 
Presidential Address and made us think as he explained the significance of educational implications in 
all research articles. He also mentored and taught graduate students in gentle and carefully attentive 
ways, showing his respect and appreciation for the work of each individual in the field. He was a 
remarkable person. The second edition of this book includes many experienced and new scholars from 
around the world. Qualitative and quantitative research methodologies are scattered throughout and 
the practical and theoretical are well represented. New Literacies and Global Perspectives are added 
sections in this volume. In this era of the “Common Core”, Reconceptualizing Literacy in the New Age of 
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Multiculturalism and Pluralism, presents a rational educational balance for literacy development across 
the curriculum.

Rethinking 21st Century Diversity in Teacher Preparation, K-12 Education, and School Policy

This book offers educators new understandings of 21st century diversity emerging from contemporary 
national events within the U.S., global movements, and changes in the world political order that 
have long-lasting impact on local education and call for rethinking traditional generalizations and 
empirical prescriptions for inclusivity in teaching and learning. The book expands the literature on 
teacher preparation and intercultural education by providing the educational community with critical 
perspectives, theoretical approaches, and research methodologies for educational inquiry responsive 
to diversity. Driven by changes in classroom diversity this book offers educators, researchers and policy 
makers a language for articulating complex differences in educational reform, policy and practice.

Practicing What We Teach

This accessible book features K–12 teachers and teacher educators who report their experiences of 
culturally responsive literacy teaching in primarily high-poverty, culturally nondominant communities. 
These extraordinary teachers show us what culturally responsive literacy teaching looks like in their 
classrooms and how it advances children’s academic achievement. This collection captures different 
dimensions of culturally responsive (CR) practice, such as linking home and school, using culturally 
responsive literature, establishing relationships with children and parents, using cultural connections, 
and teaching English language learners and children who speak African American language. This 
engaging collection: Provides a window into what teachers actually do and think when they serve 
culturally diverse children, including classroom-tested teaching practices.Depicts teachers enacting CR 
teaching in the presence of scripted curricula and rigid testing schedules.Covers childhood, secondary, 
and higher education classrooms.Helps readers imagine how they can transform their own classrooms 
through “Make This Happen in Your Classroom” sections at the end of each chapter.Includes a “Becom-
ing a Culturally Responsive Teacher” self-evaluation form. “A thoroughly contextualized description and 
understanding of culturally responsive teaching. It will become a classic.” —From the Preface by Lee 
Gunderson, University of British Columbia “The teachers profiled in this book keep the conversation 
alive and move us toward more just educational settings.” —From the Foreword by Patricia A. Edwards, 
Michigan State University

Curriculum and Teaching Dialogue

Curriculum and Teaching Dialogue (CTD) is a publication of the American Association of Teaching 
and Curriculum (AATC), a national learned society for the scholarly field of teaching and curriculum. 
The field includes those working on the theory, design and evaluation of educational programs at 
large. At the university level, faculty members identified with this field are typically affiliated with the 
departments of curriculum and instruction, teacher education, educational foundations, elementary 
education, secondary education, and higher education. CTD promotes all analytical and interpretive 
approaches that are appropriate for the scholarly study of teaching and curriculum. In fulfillment of this 
mission, CTD addresses a range of issues across the broad fields of educational research and policy 
for all grade levels and types of educational programs.

Teaching Literacy in Second Grade

Second-grade classrooms are exciting places to visit. Children are consolidating their growing reading 
and writing expertise, exploring new genres, and becoming more effective communicators. This book 
takes the reader into several exemplary second-grade classrooms to demonstrate what teachers can 
do to optimize literacy learning for their students. Highlights include how to set appropriate short- and 
long-term goals for individual students, ways to plan instruction to meet those goals, and innovative 
ideas for partnering with parents.

Successful Reading Assessments and Interventions for Struggling Readers

Each struggling reader has a unique combination of strengths and areas that require targeted instruc-
tion. Through their work with teachers and children in an after-school tutoring program, the authors have 
identified six types of struggling readers and offer here suggestions for assessment and instruction 
for each type. The book imparts lessons learned from the tutoring program that are applicable to the 



classroom and beyond, suggesting how teachers can reach out to and involve parents, caregivers, and 
families.

Handbook of Research on Literacy and Diversity

This is the first research handbook to address all dimensions of diversity that have an impact on literacy 
achievement. Leading experts examine how teaching and learning intersect with cultural and language 
differences and socioeconomic disparities in today's increasingly diverse schools and communities. 
The volume weaves compelling research findings together with theory, policy considerations, and 
discussions of exemplary instructional practices. It offers fresh perspectives on such topics as family 
literacy, multiliteracies, drawing on cultural resources in the classroom, factors that promote success in 
high-poverty schools, equity issues, and ways to teach specific literacy skills. The concluding section 
provides crucial recommendations for teacher preparation and professional development.

Research on Preparing Preservice Teachers to Work Effectively with Emergent Bilinguals

Teacher educators from institutions across the U.S. report their research with preservice teachers 
in large cities, suburban communities, and rural border areas. The authors explain what they have 
learned as they have conducted research on education for preservice teachers who will teach emergent 
bilinguals in mainstream, bilingual, and ESL.

Authentic Voices

This book, authored by K-4 elementary educators, working at a publicly funded non-profit charter 
school, illustrates the power of culturally responsive teaching and learning as it becomes embedded in 
the New York State Education Curriculum. Educators, families, and community members contributed to 
this unique program with the goal of enhancing learning environments by applying the languages and 
cultures of their students in their classrooms. Strong, carefully attentive, school leadership encouraged 
culturally responsive teaching and learning with the belief that children in this urban, economically 
stressed area could demonstrate significant academic and social/emotional gains. Readers of this 
book will witness culturally responsive lessons, family interviews, and whole school events that honor 
languages and cultures represented in the school. Sample classrooms’ culturally responsive lessons 
tied to the curriculum, are presented. Additionally, qualitative and quantitative student academic 
and affective gains are analyzed. Moreover, this book clearly demonstrates the talents, vision, and 
compassionate care given to children and their families by exceptional educators. A CRTL Montage 
was created for this book. It includes classrooms, children, teachers, family, and community members. 
Teachers collected CRTL experiences and presented them to Producer, Dean Meghan Miller and 
Director, Designer, Dean Pamela Smith. They also received support for the montage from Instructor 
Allen Lauricella, and Graduate Assistant Elizabeth Kenny, Syracuse University, Newhouse School. 
The CRTL Montage can be accessed at the following online links: SAS Website SAS YouTube SAS 
Facebook SAS Twitter SAS Instagram Short Version of the Montage for Authentic Voices: Culturally 
Responsive Teaching and Learning Long Version of the Montage for Authentic Voices: Culturally 
Responsive Teaching and Learning

Shaping Literacy Achievement

In the era of No Child Left Behind, what literacy research is still needed? How should it be conducted? 
And what role does research play in determining the kinds of literacy experiences that actually 
take place in classrooms? This forward-thinking book brings together leading authorities to address 
these vital and hotly debated questions. Contributors analyze the existing knowledge on core aspects 
of literacy education, describe how science is currently informing practice, and identify important 
methodological challenges and research directions. A highlight of the book is a chapter in which 
Michael Pressley offers an insightful critique of Reading First as well as practical recommendations 
for improving future policies.

The Classroom Facilitator

This book is designed for teachers, administrators, and staff development coordinators who are 
interested in a resource that provides an overview of current issues and the answers to some difficult 
educational questions. Through the use of case studies, current information, and reader exercises, 



this collection provides a manageable developmental resource for effective instructional practices and 
promotes the understanding of special topics and questions faced by the classroom teacher.

Getting to Know Ourselves and Others Through the ABCs

This book is a valuable resource for teachers and other professionals who are looking for a proven 
way to increase cultural appreciation and awareness. New applications of the ABCs model of Cultural 
Understanding and Communication are presented and discussed in this new volume, based on studies 
done in the United States, and Canada and Europe. In this ground-breaking project, the authors 
describe how the ABCs model complicated and challenged and changed the cultural perceptions 
of those who participated in it, even those who were initially highly resistant to such possibilities. At 
the heart of the project is the exchange of narratives – life stories that give insight into the cultural 
worlds of selves and others. In addition to the narratives, other instruments including the Transcultural 
Competence Scale (TCC), provide further evidence of the positive impact of the ABCs on participants' 
receptivity toward cultural differences. In the TRANSABCs project, researchers from both sides of 
the Atlantic invited teacher candidates, students who will become workplace and other professionals 
to write an autobiography (A) of themselves from various cultural perspectives, a biography (B) of 
an individual who is culturally different from themselves along particular dimensions, and to use 
these documents to conduct cross-cultural comparisons (C) between themselves and the person 
they interviewed. Furthermore, candidates developed culturally responsive ideas for the school or the 
workplace (C). These exchanges and analyses produced epiphanies and insights that translated into 
specific actions to improve cultural understanding and communication in classrooms and workplaces. 
Educators and professionals can take from these examples to inspire their own personal journey toward 
greater cultural understanding and sensitivity.

Handbook of Research on Teaching the English Language Arts

Now in its third edition, the Handbook of Research on Teaching the English Language Arts—sponsored 
by the International Reading Association and the National Council of Teachers of English—offers an 
integrated perspective on the teaching of the English language arts and a comprehensive overview of 
research in the field. Prominent scholars, researchers, and professional leaders provide historical and 
theoretical perspectives about teaching the language arts focus on bodies of research that influence 
decision making within the teaching of the language arts explore the environments for language arts 
teaching reflect on methods and materials for instruction Reflecting important recent developments 
in the field, the Third Edition is restructured, updated, and includes many new contributors. More 
emphasis is given in this edition to the learner, multiple texts, learning, and sharing one’s knowledge. 
A Companion Website, new for this edition, provides PowerPoint® slides highlighting the main points 
of each chapter.

Literacy Teacher Educators

Literacy Teacher Educators: Preparing Teachers for a Changing World brings together the perspectives 
of 26 literacy/English teacher educators from four countries: Canada, U.S., UK, and Australia. In this 
unique text the contributors, of whom many are renowned experts in critical literacy and multiliteracies, 
provide readers with an overview of trends in literacy/English teacher education. The chapters begin 
with authors’ personal stories and current research, giving readers insight into the personal and 
professional worlds of the contributors. Included in each chapter is a rich description of approaches 
to literacy instruction in teacher education. These exemplary teacher educators show in concrete 
detail how they are addressing our evolving understanding of literacy . This timely text, written in a 
highly engaging style, will be of value to teacher educators throughout the world. I have never read 
anything quite like this book. It contains explicit representations of the conceptual frames and work 
of distinguished literacy teacher educators at various stages in their careers, accounts that provide a 
strong counter-narrative to the mainstream discourse in policy and education, that fully embrace the 
uncertainties and complexities of practice." From the Forward by Susan L. Lytle, Professor Emerita of 
Education in the Graduate School of Education, University of Pennsylvania

Improving Literacy Achievement in Urban Schools

All students deserve the opportunity to reach their full literacy potential, yet research shows that the 
numerous challenges faced by today's urban schools prevent many students from achieving this goal. 



Therefore, preparing teachers to effectively teach reading in diverse urban populations in ways that 
students find engaging and relevant must be a top priority of teacher education programs.

Teaching Literacy in Urban Schools

This book seeks to provide some practical insights guided by conceptual and contextual knowledge 
by understanding how to teach urban African American and Hispanic/Latino(a) students by discussing 
culturally appropriate instructional strategies that have demonstrated success among African American 
and Hispanic/Latino(a) students.

Inside the Literacy Hour

The National Literacy Strategy is at the heart of the government drive to raise the standards in 
literacy in schools. Based on a research project conducted in classrooms during the first year of the 
National Literacy Strategy (NLS), this book provides a practical analysis of the ways in which successful 
teachers have implemented the Literacy Hour. Taking a reflective approach, it chronicles how teachers 
have changed their attitudes and practice over the first year, and questions why these changes have 
occurred. With various descriptions of teachers' practice and examples of children's writing throughout, 
this is an in-depth, yet down-to-earth reflective analysis of effective literacy teaching. Ros Fisher looks 
in detail at issues such as; improving the teaching of literacy; researching classroom practice; children's 
learning in the Literacy Hour; changing practice at Key Stage One and Two and mixed age classes and 
literacy for four-year-olds.

Transforming Literacy

Focuses on enlarging teachers' understanding of how reading and writing can change lives and how 
the language arts can contribute significantly to and change educational processes in the twenty-first 
century.

Yearbook of the National Reading Conference

This definitive look at teaching English in rural secondary schools contests current definitions and 
discussions of rural education, examines their ideological and cultural foundations, and presents an 
alternative perspective that conceptualizes rural communities as diverse, unique, and conducive to 
pedagogical and personal growth in teaching and learning. Authentic narratives document individual 
teachers’ moments of struggle and success in learning to understand, value, and incorporate rural 
literacies and sensibilities into their curricula. The teachers‘ stories and the scholarly analysis of issues 
raised through them illuminate the unique challenges and rewards of teaching English in a rural school 
and offer helpful insights and knowledge for navigating the pedagogical landscape.

55th Yearbook of the National Reading Conference

The Seventh Edition of this foundational text represents the most comprehensive source available 
for connecting multiple and diverse theories to literacy research, broadly defined, and features both 
cutting-edge and classic contributions from top scholars. Two decades into the 21st century, the 
Seventh Edition finds itself at a crossroads and differs from its predecessors in three major ways: 
the more encompassing term literacy replaces reading in the title to reflect sweeping changes in how 
readers and writers communicate in a digital era; the focus is on conceptual essays rather than a mix 
of essays and research reports in earlier volumes; and most notably, contemporary literacy models 
and processes enhance and extend earlier theories of reading and writing. Providing a tapestry of 
models and theories that have informed literacy research and instruction over the years, this volume’s 
strong historical grounding serves as a springboard from which new perspectives are presented. The 
chapters in this volume have been selected to inspire the interrogation of literacy theory and to foster its 
further evolution. This edition is a landmark volume in which dynamic, dialogic, and generative relations 
of power speak directly to the present generation of literacy theorists and researchers without losing 
the historical contexts that preceded them. Some additional archival essays from previous editions 
are available on the book’s eResource. New to the Seventh Edition: Features chapters on emerging 
and contemporary theories that connect directly to issues of power and contrasts new models against 
more established counterparts. New chapters reflect sweeping changes in how readers and writers 
communicate in a digital era. Slimmer volume is complemented by some chapters from previous 
editions available online.

Literacy Teaching and Learning in Rural Communities



Despite many education reform efforts, African American children remain the most miseducated 
students in the United States. To help you mend this critical problem, this collection of original, adapted, 
and previously published articles provides examples of research-based practices and programs that 
successfully teach African American students to read. Thoughtful commentary on historic and current 
issues, discussion of research-based best practices, and examples of culturally appropriate instruction 
help you examine the role of education, identify best practices, consider the significance of culture in 
the teaching-learning process, and investigate some difficult issues of assessment.

Theoretical Models and Processes of Literacy

Contributors to this book have illuminated the practices of literacy and learning in the lives of urban 
youth. Their descriptions and assessments of these practices are anchored in perspectives of «New 
Literacy Studies». The ten studies explore a number of urban scenes in order to engage, understand, 
and present multiple youth identities, attitudes, activities, representations, and stories connected to 
a range of situated, adaptive, and voluntary uses of literacy. The authors use a variety of conceptual 
and methodological approaches to explicate the various skills, the distinct methods of production or 
composition, the subjective and collective meanings, the mutable and variegated texts, and the dynamic 
contexts that urban youth utilize for expression, affirmation, and pleasure. There is a response to each 
chapter by a major scholar in its area of focus. Together, these studies and responses contribute to a 
more comprehensive understanding of the pedagogies, politics, and possibilities of literacy and learning 
in and out of school.

Critical Literacy

While many books decry the crisis in the schooling of African American children, they are often 
disconnected from the lived experiences and work of classroom teachers and principals. In this book, 
the authors look back to move forward, providing specific practices that K–12 literacy educators can 
use to transform their schools. The text addresses four major debates: the fight for access to literacy; 
supports and roadblocks to success; best practices, theories, and perspectives on teaching African 
American students; and the role of African American families in the literacy lives of their children. 
Throughout, the authors highlight the valuable lessons learned from the past and include real stories 
from their own diverse family histories and experiences as teachers, parents, and community members.

57th Yearbook of the National Reading Conference

As public schools become increasingly embattled by budget shortfalls, crowded buildings, and 
ever-more-rigid curricula, the burden of these restrictions has drastically changed the way children are 
expected to learn. Nowhere is this more obvious or more devastating than classrooms in high-need 
urban areas. Drawing upon teachers’ firsthand experiences in some of today’s most demanding 
schools, leading education experts Beverly Falk and Megan Blumenreich provide an enlightening 
account of what our students really need—and how teachers are stepping up to provide what state 
standards and political posturing cannot. Teaching Matters takes us into a variety of classrooms to 
witness the art of teaching at its most creative and effective, with a focus on early childhood and 
elementary school. We follow educators as they strive to change systems that fail to address the needs 
of their students, from efforts to break the silence about homophobia in schools and multipronged 
strategies to build stronger relationships with immigrant families to the modification of ineffective 
curriculum to foster the growth of the “whole child.” By confronting many misconceptions about urban 
education and school reform, Falk and Blumenreich provide a crucial insider’s look at some of the most 
challenging and relevant questions in education today.



Teaching African American Learners to Read

This inspiring book shows how K–12 teachers, literacy specialists and coaches, and school- and 
district-level administrators can work together to make needed instructional improvements while 
fostering a lifelong love of reading and writing. The book presents collaborative leadership strategies 
and research-based best practices for creating joyful, effective learning environments. It includes ways 
to evaluate and recalibrate literacy programs for sustainable change, provide students with a wide 
variety of engaging reading opportunities, meet the needs of English learners and adolescent learners, 
partner with families, and enhance professional learning and development. Teacher-friendly features 
include practical tips and "Stop, Think, and Take Action" sections in each chapter. Several reproducible 
forms can be downloaded and printed in a convenient 8 1/2" x 11" size.

What They Don't Learn in School

This book consists of the reports of 13 urban elementary teacher researchers' year-long inquiries 
around literacy topics--conducted as part of a collaborative school-university action research project. 
The focus is on how they attempted to transform their teaching practices to meet the needs of students 
from diverse ethnic and linguistic backgrounds, and how their inquiry efforts resulted in developing 
more collaborative styles of teaching. These teachers explore how collaborative classroom interactions 
occur when teachers move away from teaching-as-transmission approaches to ones in which they 
share power and authority with their students--viewing them not as 'at risk' but instead as 'at promise.' 
Because the everyday interactions between teachers and students are realized by social talk in the 
classroom, classroom discourse was analyzed to study and document the teacher researchers' efforts 
to make changes in the locus of power in literacy teaching and learning. Their chapters are filled 
with classroom discourse examples to illustrate their points. The volume includes teacher inquiries 
conducted in elementary classrooms from kindergarten through eighth grade. Three took place in 
bilingual classrooms, one in a special education class. These inquires cover a range of literacy topics, 
including reading-aloud, language richness, writing, literature discussion groups, drama, and 'pretend' 
reading. The background and theoretical underpinnings of the project are discussed in an introduction 
written by the editors; in the conclusion they pull together the major themes in the teacher researchers' 
chapters and discuss the political implications of their efforts to change literacy teaching and learning 
in their urban classrooms.

Change Is Gonna Come

“This is a book of stories told by adolescents and adults about teaching and learning. . . . Puzzlement, 
wonder, curiosity, disruption, and distress mark the emotions of all the storytellers here.” —From 
the Foreword by Shirley Brice Heath, Stanford University “Crossing Boundaries is a must-read for 
anyone interested in improving the academic achievements and enhancing the literacy practices of 
marginalized students.” —Beverly Moss, The Ohio State University “This book will shake the ‘common’ 
and reshape the ‘knowledge’ we have about the passion and potential of students in urban schools.” 
—JoBeth Allen, University of Georgia In her new book, Valerie Kinloch, award-winning author of Harlem 
on Our Minds, sheds light on the ways urban youth engage in “meaning-making” experiences as 
a way to assert critical, creative, and highly sophisticated perspectives on teaching, learning, and 
survival. Kinloch rejects deficit models that have traditionally defined the literacy abilities of students of 
color, especially African American and Latino/a youth. In contrast, she “crosses boundaries” to listen 
to the voices of students attending high school in New York City’s Harlem community. In Crossing 
Boundaries, Kinloch uses a critical teacher-researcher lens to propose new directions for youth 
literacies and achievements. The text features examples of classroom engagements, student writings 
and presentations, discussions of texts and current events, and conversations on skills, process, 
achievement, and underachievement. Valerie Kinloch is associate professor in literacy studies in the 
School of Teaching and Learning at The Ohio State University. Her other books are Harlem on Our 
Minds: Place, Race, and the Literacies of Urban Youth and Urban Literacies: Critical Perspectives on 
Language, Learning, and Community. All royalties go to the Cultivating New Voices Among Scholars 
of Color grant and mentoring program sponsored through the National Council of Teachers of English

Teaching Matters



More Mirrors in the Classroom: Using Urban Children’s Literature to Increase Literacy is the first book in 
the Kids Like Us series. It includes research summaries, guidelines for text selection, and a step-by-step 
guide to increasing the cultural relevance of literacy instruction with urban children’s literature.

School Library Journal

"Feature articles on markets for picture books and board books, sports writing, hi/lo nonfiction, historical 
fiction, science"--Cover.

Literacy Changemakers

In Literacy as Conversation, the authors tell stories of successful literacy learning outside of schools 
and inside communities, both within urban neighborhoods of Philadelphia and rural and semi-rural 
towns of Arkansas. They define literacy not as a basic skill but as a rich, broadly interactive human 
behavior: the ability to engage in a conversation carried on, framed by, or enriched through written 
symbols. Eli Goldblatt takes us to after-school literacy programs, community arts centers, and urban 
farms in the city of Philadelphia, while David Jolliffe explores learning in a Latinx youth theater troupe, 
a performance based on the words of men on death row, and long-term cooperation with a rural health 
care provider in Arkansas. As different as urban and rural settings can be—and as beset as they both 
are with the challenges of historical racism and economic discrimination—the authors see much to 
encourage both geographical communities to fight for positive change.

Teacher Inquiries in Literacy Teaching-Learning

This innovative resource describes how teachers can help students employ "literacy tools" across the 
curriculum to foster learning. The authors demonstrate how literacy tools such as narratives, ques-
tion-asking, spoken-word poetry, drama, writing, digital communication, images, and video encourage 
critical inquiry in the 5-12 classroom. The book provides many examples and adaptable lessons from 
diverse classrooms and connects to an active Website where readers can join a growing professional 
community, share ideas, and get frequent updates: http://literacytooluses.pbworks.com

Resources in Education

Crossing Boundaries—Teaching and Learning with Urban Youth

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai | Page 8 of 8


