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Explore Manifest Destiny, a powerful 19th-century ideology that shaped American History by justifying 
the nation's rapid territorial expansion. This concept encapsulated a sense of divine mission, driving 
westward movement and significantly impacting the development of national identity and foreign policy 
during a critical period.
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Manifest Destiny and Mission in American History

Before this book first appeared in 1963, most historians wrote as if the continental expansion of the 
United States were inevitable. "What is most impressive," Henry Steele Commager and Richard Morris 
declared in 1956, "is the ease, the simplicity, and seeming inevitability of the whole process." The notion 
of inevitability, however, is perhaps only a secular variation on the theme of the expansionist editor John 
L. O'Sullivan, who in 1845 coined one of the most famous phrases in American history when he wrote 
of "our manifest destiny to overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the free development 
of our yearly multiplying millions." Frederick Merk rejected inevitability in favor of a more contingent 
interpretation of American expansionism in the 1840s. As his student Henry May later recalled, Merk 
"loved to get the facts straight." --From the Foreword by John Mack Faragher

Manifest Destiny and Mission in American History

As the population of the 13 colonies grew and the economy developed, the desire to expand into new 
land increased. Nineteenth-century Americans believed it was their divine right to expand their territory 
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific. "Manifest destiny," a phrase first used in 1839 by journalist John 
O'Sullivan, embodied the belief that God had given the people of the United States a mission to spread 
a republican democracy across the continent. Advocates of manifest destiny were determined to carry 
out their mission and instigated several wars, including the war with Mexico to win much of what is now 
the southwestern United States. In Manifest Destiny: Westward Expansion, learn how this philosophy 
to spread out across the land shaped our nation.

Manifest Destiny and Mission in American History

The South possessed an extensive history of looking outward, specifically southward, to solve internal 
tensions over slavery and economic competition in the 1820s through the 1860s. Nineteenth-century 
southerners invested in their futures, and in their identity as southerners, when they expanded their 
economic and proslavery connections to Latin America, seeking to establish a vast empire rooted 
in slavery that stretched southward to Brazil and westward to the Pacific Ocean. For these modern 
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expansionists, failure to cement those connections meant nothing less than the death of the South. In 
A Different Manifest Destiny Claire M. Wolnisty explores how elite white U.S. southerners positioned 
themselves as modern individuals engaged in struggles for transnational power from the antebellum 
to the Civil War era. By focusing on three groups of people not often studied together--filibusters, com-
mercial expansionists, and postwar southern emigrants--Wolnisty complicates traditional narratives 
about Civil War-era southern identities and the development of Manifest Destiny. She traces the ways 
southerners capitalized on Latin American connections to promote visions of modernity compatible 
with slave labor and explores how southern-Latin American networks spanned the years of the Civil 
War.

Manifest Destiny and Missioon in American History

American myths about national character tend to overshadow the historical realities. Mr. Horsman's 
book is the first study to examine the origins of racialism in America and to show that the belief in 
white American superiority was firmly ensconced in the nation's ideology by 1850. The author deftly 
chronicles the beginnings and growth of an ideology stressing race, basic stock, and attributes in the 
blood. He traces how this ideology shifted from the more benign views of the Founding Fathers, which 
embraced ideas of progress and the spread of republican institutions for all. He finds linkages between 
the new, racialist ideology in America and the rising European ideas of Anglo-Saxon, Teutonic, and 
scientific ideologies of the early nineteenth century. Most importantly, however, Horsman demonstrates 
that it was the merging of the Anglo-Saxon rhetoric with the experience of Americans conquering 
a continent that created a racialist philosophy. Two generations before the new immigrants began 
arriving in the late nineteenth century, Americans, in contact with blacks, Indians, and Mexicans, 
became vociferous racialists. In sum, even before the Civil War, Americans had decided that peoples of 
large parts of this continent were incapable of creating or sharing in efficient, prosperous, democratic 
governments, and that American Anglo-Saxons could achieve unprecedented prosperity and power 
by the outward thrust of their racialism and commercial penetration of other lands. The comparatively 
benevolent view of the Founders of the Republic had turned into the quite malevolent ideology that 
other peoples could not be regenerated through the spread of free institutions.

Manifest Destiny

From Colonial times through the 19th century, European Americans advanced toward the west. This 
book explains the origins of territorial expansion and traces the course of Manifest Destiny to its 
culminating moment, the conquest of Mexico and the acquisition of the western territories. It also weighs 
major historical interpretations that have evolved over the years, from those praising expansionism to 
those condemning it as imperialistic and racist. A mixture of essays, biographical portraits, primary 
documents, a timeline, and an annotated bibliography gives students and researchers everything they 
need to begin their examination of this prominent and oft-disputed concept in American history. Manifest 
Destiny opens with an overview that traces the causes and consequences of American expansionism. 
Six subsequent chapters cover topics varying from Andrew Jackson's invasion of Spanish Florida and 
Indian removal to the settlement of Texas and the Oregon Question. Biographical portraits of Stephen 
Austin, James K. Polk, Osceola, Santa Ana, John O'Sullivan—the coiner of the phrase Manifest 
Destiny—and others provide personal glimpses of some of the era's major players. Primary documents 
such as the Oregon Treaty of 1846, the Indian Removal Act of 1830, and the Polk's declaration of war 
against Mexico enable students to see actual historical evidence from the time period. A chronology, a 
glossary, and an index make this the most well-rounded and recent reference source on the topic.

Manifest Destiny

The Hill and Wang Critical Issues Series: concise, affordable works on pivotal topics in American 
history, society, and politics. Stephanson explores the origins of Manifest Destiny--the American idea of 
providential and historical chosenness--and shows how and why it has been invoked over the past three 
hundred years. He traces the roots of Manifest Destiny from the British settlement of North America and 
the rise of Puritanism through Woodrow Wilson's efforts to "make the world safe for democracy" and 
Ronald Reagan's struggle against the "evil empire" of the Soviet Union. The result is a remarkable and 
necessary book about how faith in divinely ordained expansionism has marked the course of American 
history.

A Different Manifest Destiny



In this cultural history of the origins of the Cold War, John Fousek argues boldly that American 
nationalism provided the ideological glue for the broad public consensus that supported U.S. foreign 
policy in the Cold War era. From the late 1940s through the late 1980s, the United States waged cold 
war against the Soviet Union not primarily in the name of capitalism or Western civilization--neither of 
which would have united the American people behind the cause--but in the name of America. Through 
close readings of sources that range from presidential speeches and popular magazines to labor 
union debates and the African American press, Fousek shows how traditional nationalist ideas about 
national greatness, providential mission, and manifest destiny influenced postwar public culture and 
shaped U.S. foreign policy discourse during the crucial period from the end of World War II to the 
beginning of the Korean War. Ultimately, he says, in the atmosphere created by apparently unceasing 
international crises, Americans rallied around the flag, eventually coming to equate national loyalty with 
global anticommunism and an interventionist foreign policy.

Race and Manifest Destiny

Covers the entire range of the history of U.S. foreign relations from the colonial period to the beginning 
of the 21st century. A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations is an authoritative guide to past and present 
scholarship on the history of American diplomacy and foreign relations from its seventeenth century 
origins to the modern day. This two-volume reference work presents a collection of historiographical 
essays by prominent scholars. The essays explore three centuries of America’s global interactions 
and the ways U.S. foreign policies have been analyzed and interpreted over time. Scholars offer fresh 
perspectives on the history of U.S. foreign relations; analyze the causes, influences, and consequences 
of major foreign policy decisions; and address contemporary debates surrounding the practice of 
American power. The Companion covers a wide variety of methodologies, integrating political, military, 
economic, social and cultural history to explore the ideas and events that shaped U.S. diplomacy 
and foreign relations and continue to influence national identity. The essays discuss topics such 
as the links between U.S. foreign relations and the study of ideology, race, gender, and religion; 
Native American history, expansion, and imperialism; industrialization and modernization; domestic 
and international politics; and the United States’ role in decolonization, globalization, and the Cold 
War. A comprehensive approach to understanding the history, influences, and drivers of U.S. foreign 
relation, this indispensable resource: Examines significant foreign policy events and their subsequent 
interpretations Places key figures and policies in their historical, national, and international contexts 
Provides background on recent and current debates in U.S. foreign policy Explores the historiography 
and primary sources for each topic Covers the development of diverse themes and methodologies 
in histories of U.S. foreign policy Offering scholars, teachers, and students unmatched chronological 
breadth and analytical depth, A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations: Colonial Era to the Present is 
an important contribution to scholarship on the history of America’s interactions with the world.

Manifest Destiny

Virtual America traces the complex relationship between Americans, technology, and their environment 
as it has unfolded over the past several centuries. Throughout history Americans have constructed 
mental pictures of unique places, such as the American West, that have taken on more authority than 
the actual gritty landscapes. This disconnect from reality is magnified by the new world of virtual realities 
on the computer screen, where personal immersion in interactive simulations becomes the ?default? 
environment. Virtual America identifies the connections (or lack thereof) between our individual selves, 
an American identity, and the geography ?out there.? John Opie examines what he calls First Nature 
(the natural world), Second Nature (metropolitan infrastructure/built environment), and Third Nature 
(virtual reality in cyberspace). He also explores how Americans have historically dreamed about a 
better life in daily, ordinary existence and then fulfilled it through the Engineered America of our 
built environment, the Consumer America of material well-being, and the Triumphal America of our 
conviction that we are the world's exceptional model. But these dream worlds have also encouraged 
placelessness and thus indifference to our dwelling in home ground. Finally, Opie explores Last Nature 
(a sense of place) and argues that when we identify an authentic place, we can locate authenticity of 
self?a reification of place and self?by their connectedness.

Manifest Destiny

Amy Greenberg examines the social, cultural and political context that gave rise to Manifest Destiny- 
one of the most influential ideologies in American history. Drawing on primary documents, she explores 



how it evolved from colonial roots to become a fully articulated rationale in the 1840s for expanding the 
nation's borders.

Manifest Destiny

Since the early twentieth century, historians have traditionally defined manifest destiny as the belief that 
the United States was destined to expand from coast to coast. This generation of historians has posed 
manifest destiny as a unifying ideology of the nineteenth century, one that was popular and pervasive 
and ultimately fulfilled in the late 1840s when the United States acquired the Pacific Coast. However, 
the story of manifest destiny was never quite that simple. In A Failed Vision of Empire Daniel J. Burge 
examines the belief in manifest destiny over the nineteenth century by analyzing contested moments in 
the continental expansion of the United States, arguing that the ideology was ultimately unsuccessful. 
By examining speeches, plays, letters, diaries, newspapers, and other sources, Burge reveals how 
Americans debated the wisdom of expansion, challenged expansionists, and disagreed over what the 
boundaries of the United States should look like. A Failed Vision of Empire is the first work to capture 
the messy, complicated, and yet far more compelling story of manifest destiny’s failure, debunking in 
the process one of the most pervasive myths of modern American history.

Manifest Destiny

Long before the United States became a major force in global affairs, Americans believed in their 
superiority over others due to their inventiveness, productivity, and economic and social well-being. 
U.S. expansionists assumed a mandate to civilize non-Western peoples by demanding submission 
to American technological prowess and design. As an integral part of America's national identity 
and sense of itself in the world, this civilizing mission provided the rationale to displace the Indians 
from much of our continent, to build an island empire in the Pacific and Caribbean, and to promote 
unilateral--at times military--interventionism throughout Asia. In our age of smart bombs and mobile 
warfare, technological aptitude remains preeminent in validating America's global mission. Michael 
Adas brilliantly pursues the history of this mission through America's foreign relations over nearly four 
centuries from North America to the Philippines, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf. The belief that it is 
our right and destiny to remake foreign societies in our image has endured from the early decades of 
colonization to our current crusade to implant American-style democracy in the Muslim Middle East. 
Dominance by Design explores the critical ways in which technological superiority has undergirded the 
U.S.'s policies of unilateralism, preemption, and interventionism in foreign affairs and raised us from an 
impoverished frontier nation to a global power. Challenging the long-held assumptions and imperatives 
that sustain the civilizing mission, Adas gives us an essential guide to America's past and present role 
in the world as well as cautionary lessons for the future.

To Lead the Free World

In the early 19th century, the United States of America stood on the precipice of a historic journey. 
The fires of revolution had birthed a nation, and now, its people hungered for more. They yearned for 
uncharted lands, fresh opportunities, and a destiny yet unwritten. It was a hunger that would shape the 
course of American history, and it came to be known as Manifest Destiny. Nathaniel Reagan Caldwell 
takes us on an immersive journey through time in "Manifest Destiny: The Westward Expansion." 
Within the pages of this meticulously researched and vividly portrayed narrative, readers will relive 
the remarkable saga of a nation driven by a profound belief in its divine mission. As the United States 
expanded westward, it was not just about acquiring territory; it was a mission that touched the very 
core of American identity. The pioneers who embarked on this epic adventure believed they were 
destined by a higher power to spread democracy, liberty, and progress. Caldwell masterfully explores 
the intricate tapestry of motivations behind this relentless westward push, from economic interests 
to political ambitions and the quest for a better life. The book delves deep into the pivotal moments 
of westward expansion, from the Louisiana Purchase that doubled the nation's size to the Lewis and 
Clark expedition that unveiled the mysteries of the untamed wilderness. Alongside tales of triumph 
and innovation, Caldwell does not shy away from the darker side of this grand endeavor, as the clash 
of cultures with Native American tribes led to conflict and tragedy. "Manifest Destiny: The Westward 
Expansion" is not just a historical account; it is a gripping narrative that brings to life the pioneers, the 
landscapes, and the dreams that shaped a nation. Caldwell's prose transports readers to the rugged 
frontiers, where courage and determination were the currency of the day. This book is a must-read 
for anyone seeking to understand the heart and soul of America, its boundless ambition, and the 



indomitable spirit of its people. Join Nathaniel Reagan Caldwell on this epic journey through time and 
witness the birth of a nation's destiny in the pages of "Manifest Destiny: The Westward Expansion."

A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations

Lewis, Clark and the surviving members of their expedition continue westward, only to learn there is 
nowhere to run on the river.

Virtual America

In this fresh survey of foreign relations in the early years of the American republic, William Earl Weeks 
argues that the construction of the new nation went hand in hand with the building of the American 
empire. Mr. Weeks traces the origins of this initiative to the 1750s, when the Founding Fathers began 
to perceive the advantages of colonial union and the possibility of creating an empire within the British 
Empire that would provide security and the potential for commercial and territorial expansion. After 
the adoption of the Constitution—and a far stronger central government than had been popularly 
imagined—the need to expand combined with a messianic American nationalism. The result was 
aggressive diplomacy by successive presidential administrations. From the acquisition of Louisiana and 
Florida to the Mexican War, from the Monroe Doctrine to the annexation of Texas, Mr. Weeks describes 
the ideology and scope of American expansion in what has become known as the age of Manifest 
Destiny. Relations with Great Britain, France, and Spain; the role of missionaries, technology, and the 
federal government; and the issue of slavery are key elements in this succinct and thoughtful view of 
the making of the continental nation.

Manifest Destiny and American Territorial Expansion

How American westward expansion was governmentally engineered to promote the formation of a 
white settler nation Westward expansion of the United States is most conventionally remembered for 
rugged individualism, geographic isolationism, and a fair amount of luck. Yet the establishment of the 
forty-eight contiguous states was hardly a foregone conclusion, and the federal government played 
a critical role in its success. This book examines the politics of American expansion, showing how 
the government's regulation of population movements on the frontier, both settlement and removal, 
advanced national aspirations for empire and promoted the formation of a white settler nation. Building 
an American Empire details how a government that struggled to exercise plenary power used federal 
land policy to assert authority over the direction of expansion by engineering the pace and patterns of 
settlement and to control the movement of populations. At times, the government mobilized populations 
for compact settlement in strategically important areas of the frontier; at other times, policies were 
designed to actively restrain settler populations in order to prevent violence, international conflict, and 
breakaway states. Paul Frymer examines how these settlement patterns helped construct a dominant 
racial vision for America by incentivizing and directing the movement of white European settlers onto 
indigenous and diversely populated lands. These efforts were hardly seamless, and Frymer pays 
close attention to the failures as well, from the lack of further expansion into Latin America to the 
defeat of the black colonization movement. Building an American Empire reveals the lasting and 
profound significance government settlement policies had for the nation, both for establishing America 
as dominantly white and for restricting broader aspirations for empire in lands that could not be so 
racially engineered.

A Failed Vision of Empire

Jane McManus Storm Cazneau (1807-1878) was a complex person who died at sea the way she 
lived--at the center of a storm of controversy. Whether as Aaron Burr's mistress, land speculating in 
Texas, behind enemy lines during the Mexican War, filibustering for Cuba or Nicaragua, promoting 
Mexican revolution from a dugout in Eagle Pass, or urging free blacks to emigrate to the Dominican 
Republic, Cazneau seldom took the easy path. She foresaw a nation with equal rights for all in a world 
in which representative government was the norm rather than the exception. As a journalist, an advisor 
to national political figures, and publicist, she helped shape United States domestic and foreign policy 
from the mid-1840s into the 1870s. Cazneau's most unique contribution was as a staff writer for John 
L. O'Sullivan, editor of the United States Magazine and Democratic Review, where she described the 
mission of the United States as "Manifest Destiny," thereby coining one of the most significant and 
influential phrases in American political history. A single parent and working mother, Cazneau was 
not a women's rights woman who agitated for suffrage. She ridiculed the Seneca Falls housewives' 



complaints because real oppression existed for women in the factories, in the needle trades, on Indian 
reservations, and in the Caribbean. Cazneau advised working women to educate themselves and take 
better-paying men's clerical jobs. Although it appeared that her schemes and speculations failed, many 
of the policies she advocated eventually succeeded. She promoted the need for a steam navy and 
merchant marine fifty years before Alfred T. Mahan. She wrote about the problems of the working 
class sixty years before it became a Progressive crusade, advocated agrarian reform fifty years before 
Populists took up the cause, and assisted republican revolutionaries a hundred years before the United 
States awoke to the needs of the ordinary people in the sister republics of the Western Hemisphere. 
Cazneau's letters, books, journal, and newspaper articles leave little more than a hint of her intelligence 
and conversational wit, a mere suggestion of her sexuality and explosive temper, a glimpse of her 
courage and spirituality, and a trace of her sense of humor reflected in the sparkle of violet eyes beneath 
raven hair and a dark complexion that was her distinguishing trait. She was dedicated to the expansion 
of republican government; she had a special place in her heart for the abandoned and neglected, 
whether persons or animals; and she had a deep and abiding love for her country and faith in its people 
and in its future.

Dominance by Design

In this stimulating volume, which was originally published in 1955, Professor Norman A. Graebner 
argues that historians have exaggerated the role played by the spirit of manifest destiny in the 
expansionism of the 1840s. In his view, neither the overland migrations nor eastern public opinion had 
any direct bearing on the diplomacy that won Oregon and California for the United States. Instead, the 
principal objective of every statesman from Jackson on was maritime: the acquisition of the harbors 
at San Diego, San Francisco, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca as gateways to the trade of the Orient. 
“Land was necessary to them merely as a right of way to ocean ports—a barrier to be spanned by 
improved avenues of commerce.” This diplomacy reached a climax under Polk and triumphed with the 
Trist mission and the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, giving America “its empire on the Pacific.” It is upon 
this premise that Professor Graebner has built a reinterpretation of the diplomacy of the 1840s. An 
invaluable addition to any American History library.

Manifest Destiny

Contains 41 primary pro or con arguments on America's "manifest destiny" in the 1840s; regarding the 
acquisition of Texas, California, Oregon, etc.

Manifest Destiny and the New Nation (1803-1859)

Watch the Author Interview on KNME In both the historic record and the popular imagination, the 
story of nineteenth-century westward expansion in America has been characterized by notions of 
annexation rather than colonialism, of opening rather than conquering, and of settling unpopulated 
lands rather than displacing existing populations. Using the territory that is now New Mexico as a case 
study, Manifest Destinies traces the origins of Mexican Americans as a racial group in the United 
States, paying particular attention to shifting meanings of race and law in the nineteenth century. 
Laura E. Gómez explores the central paradox of Mexican American racial status as entailing the law's 
designation of Mexican Americans as &#;“white” and their simultaneous social position as non-white 
in American society. She tells a neglected story of conflict, conquest, cooperation, and competition 
among Mexicans, Indians, and Euro-Americans, the region’s three main populations who were the key 
architects and victims of the laws that dictated what one’s race was and how people would be treated by 
the law according to one’s race. Gómez’s path breaking work—spanning the disciplines of law, history, 
and sociology—reveals how the construction of Mexicans as an American racial group proved central 
to the larger process of restructuring the American racial order from the Mexican War (1846–48) to the 
early twentieth century. The emphasis on white-over-black relations during this period has obscured 
the significant role played by the doctrine of Manifest Destiny and the colonization of northern Mexico 
in the racial subordination of black Americans.

Manifest Destiny #7

American myths about national character tend to overshadow the historical realities. Reginald Hors-
man’s book is the first study to examine the origins of racialism in America and to show that the belief 
in white American superiority was firmly ensconced in the nation’s ideology by 1850. The author deftly 
chronicles the beginnings and growth of an ideology stressing race, basic stock, and attributes in the 



blood. He traces how this ideology shifted from the more benign views of the Founding Fathers, which 
embraced ideas of progress and the spread of republican institutions for all. He finds linkages between 
the new, racialist ideology in America and the rising European ideas of Anglo-Saxon, Teutonic, and 
scientific ideologies of the early nineteenth century. Most importantly, however, Horsman demonstrates 
that it was the merging of the Anglo-Saxon rhetoric with the experience of Americans conquering 
a continent that created a racialist philosophy. Two generations before the “new” immigrants began 
arriving in the late nineteenth century, Americans, in contact with blacks, Indians, and Mexicans, 
became vociferous racialists. In sum, even before the Civil War, Americans had decided that peoples of 
large parts of this continent were incapable of creating or sharing in efficient, prosperous, democratic 
governments, and that American Anglo-Saxons could achieve unprecedented prosperity and power 
by the outward thrust of their racialism and commercial penetration of other lands. The comparatively 
benevolent view of the Founders of the Republic had turned into the quite malevolent ideology that 
other peoples could not be “regenerated” through the spread of free institutions.

Building the Continental Empire

Native America, Discovered and Conquered takes a fresh look at American history through the lens 
of the Doctrine of Discovery—the legal basis that Europeans and Americans used to lay claim to the 
land of the indigenous peoples they “discovered.” Robert J. Miller illustrates how the American colonies 
used the Doctrine of Discovery against the Indian nations from 1606 forward. Thomas Jefferson used 
the doctrine to exert American authority in the Louisiana Territory, to win the Pacific Northwest from 
European rivals, and to “conquer” the Indian nations. In the broader sense, these efforts began with 
the Founding Fathers and with Thomas Jefferson’s Corps of Discovery, and eventually the Doctrine of 
Discovery became part of American law, as it still is today. Miller shows how Manifest Destiny grew 
directly out of the legal elements and policies of the Doctrine of Discovery and how Native peoples, 
whose rights stood in the way of this destiny, were “discovered” and then “conquered.” Miller’s analysis 
of the principles of discovery brings a new perspective and valuable insights to the study of Jefferson, 
Lewis and Clark, the Louisiana Purchase, the Pacific Northwest, American expansionism, and U.S. 
Indian policy. This Bison Books edition includes a new afterword by the author.

Building an American Empire

Less than 100 years after its creation as a fragile republic, the United States more than quadrupled its 
size, making it the world's third largest nation. No other country or sovereign power had ever grown so 
big so fast or become so rich and so powerful. Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Richard Kluger chronicles 
this epic achievement in a compelling narrative, celebrating the energy, daring, and statecraft behind 
America's insatiable land hunger while exploring the moral lapses that accompanied it. Comprehensive 
and balanced, Seizing Destiny is a revelatory, often surprising reexamination of the nation's breathless 
expansion, dwelling on both great accomplishments and the American people's tendency to confuse 
opportunistic success with heaven-sent entitlement that came to be called manifest destiny.

Mistress of Manifest Destiny

There are so many books on so many aspects of the history of the United States, offering such a wide 
variety of interpretations, that students, teachers, scholars, and librarians often need help and advice 
on how to find what they want. The Reader's Guide to American History is designed to meet that need 
by adopting a new and constructive approach to the appreciation of this rich historiography. Each of the 
600 entries on topics in political, social and economic history describes and evaluates some 6 to 12 
books on the topic, providing guidance to the reader on everything from broad surveys and interpretive 
works to specialized monographs. The entries are devoted to events and individuals, as well as broader 
themes, and are written by a team of well over 200 contributors, all scholars of American history.

Empire on the Pacific

How does American exceptionalism shape American foreign policy? Conventional wisdom states that 
American exceptionalism comes in two variations – the exemplary version and the missionary version. 
Being exceptional, experts in U.S. foreign policy argue, means that you either withdraw from the world 
like an isolated but inspiring "city upon a hill," or that you are called upon to actively lead the rest of the 
world to a better future. In her book, Hilde Eliassen Restad challenges this assumption, arguing that 
U.S. history has displayed a remarkably constant foreign policy tradition, which she labels unilateral 
internationalism. The United States, Restad argues, has not vacillated between an "exemplary" and 



a "missionary" identity. Instead, the United States developed an exceptionalist identity that, while 
idealizing the United States as an exemplary "city upon a hill," more often than not errs on the side of 
the missionary crusade in its foreign policy. Utilizing the latest historiography in the study of U.S. foreign 
relations, the book updates political science scholarship and sheds new light on the role American 
exceptionalism has played – and continues to play – in shaping America’s role in the world. This work 
will be of great interest to students and scholars of US foreign policy, security studies, and American 
politics.

Manifest Destiny

Following Zebulon Pike’s expeditions in the early nineteenth century, U.S. expansionists focused their 
gaze on the Southwest. Explorers, traders, settlers, boundary adjudicators, railway surveyors, and the 
U.S. Army crossed into and through New Mexico, transforming it into a battleground for competing 
influences determined to control the region. Previous histories have treated the Santa Fe trade, the 
American occupation under Colonel Stephen W. Kearny, the antebellum Indian Wars, debates over 
slavery, the Pacific Railway, and the Confederate invasion during the Civil War as separate events in 
New Mexico. In Coast-to-Coast Empire, William S. Kiser demonstrates instead that these developments 
were interconnected parts of a process by which the United States effected the political, economic, 
and ideological transformation of the region. New Mexico was an early proving ground for Manifest 
Destiny, the belief that U.S. possession of the entire North American continent was inevitable. Kiser 
shows that the federal government’s military commitment to the territory stemmed from its importance 
to U.S. expansion. Americans wanted California, but in order to retain possession of it and realize its 
full economic and geopolitical potential, they needed New Mexico as a connecting thoroughfare in 
their nation-building project. The use of armed force to realize this claim fundamentally altered New 
Mexico and the Southwest. Soldiers marched into the territory at the onset of the Mexican-American 
War and occupied it continuously through the 1890s, leaving an indelible imprint on the region’s social, 
cultural, political, judicial, and economic systems. By focusing on the activities of a standing army in a 
civilian setting, Kiser reshapes the history of the Southwest, underlining the role of the military not just 
in obtaining territory but in retaining it.

Manifest Destinies

A sweeping history of the 1840s, Manifest Destinies captures the enormous sense of possibility that 
inspired America’s growth and shows how the acquisition of western territories forced the nation to 
come to grips with the deep fault line that would bring war in the near future. Steven E. Woodworth 
gives us a portrait of America at its most vibrant and expansive. It was a decade in which the nation 
significantly enlarged its boundaries, taking Texas, New Mexico, California, and the Pacific Northwest; 
William Henry Harrison ran the first modern populist campaign, focusing on entertaining voters rather 
than on discussing issues; prospectors headed west to search for gold; Joseph Smith founded a new 
religion; railroads and telegraph lines connected the country’s disparate populations as never before. 
When the 1840s dawned, Americans were feeling optimistic about the future: the population was 
growing, economic conditions were improving, and peace had reigned for nearly thirty years. A hopeful 
nation looked to the West, where vast areas of unsettled land seemed to promise prosperity to anyone 
resourceful enough to take advantage. And yet political tensions roiled below the surface; as the country 
took on new lands, slavery emerged as an irreconcilable source of disagreement between North and 
South, and secession reared its head for the first time. Rich in detail and full of dramatic events and 
fascinating characters, Manifest Destinies is an absorbing and highly entertaining account of a crucial 
decade that forged a young nation’s character and destiny.

Race and Manifest Destiny

Behind institutions, behind constitutional forms and modifications, lie the vital forces that call these 
organs into life and shape them to meet changing conditions. The peculiarity of American institutions 
is, the fact that they have been compelled to adapt themselves to the changes of an expanding people 
to the changes involved in crossing a continent, in winning a wilderness, and in developing at each area 
of this progress out of the primitive economic and political conditions of the frontier into the complexity 
of city life. Said Calhoun in 1817, "We are great, and rapidly I was about to say fearfully growing!" 
So saying, he touched the distinguishing feature of American life. All peoples show development; the 
germ theory of politics has been sufficiently emphasized. In the case of most nations, however, the 



development has occurred in a limited area; and if the nation has expanded, it has met other growing 
peoples whom it has conquered. But in the case of the United States we have a different phenomenon.

Native America, Discovered and Conquered

"A Failed Vision of Empire examines Manifest Destiny over the nineteenth century by challenging 
contested moments in the continental expansion of the United States to show that the ideal was not 
wildly popular, nor did it typically succeed in unifying expansionists"--

Seizing Destiny

America, Amerikkka traces the historical and ideological patterns of the U.S. American view of 
themselves as an elect nation inhabiting a promised land and enjoying a uniquely favored relation with 
God and a mission to spread redemption qua democracy throughout the world. This view of unique 
election has been coupled with racial exclusivism privileging and marginalizing non-whites as citizens 
of the nation. In the 18th and 19th centuries a doctrine of the rights of man excluded the two primary 
non-white groups present in the territory, Native Americans and Africans. Manifest Destiny justified the 
expansion across the North American continent, while forcing Mexico through war to cede a third of 
its land, excluding Mexicans, Indians, Africans and Asians from this expanded citizenry. In the 20th 
century, the American perception of its mission became imperialist beyond the continental borders, 
occupying the Philippines and the Caribbean and claiming hegemonic dominance over Latin America 
and the Pacific islands. After the Second World War, the United States has taken the role of the Global 
policeman to enforce neocolonial relations over much of the third world. Since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union this imperial reach has been translated into a claim for global dominance. The book also details 
alternative protest traditions within American culture against this trajectory of imperial violence and 
racism in leaders such as Martin Luther King. It will seek to formulate an alternative vision of global 
relations between peoples based on justice and mutuality, rather than hegemonic dominance of a 
number one nation over all others.

Reader's Guide to American History

Andy Doolen's monograph reorients literary history, turning to the neglected Western writings that 
shaped the distinctive process of US expansionism in the years following the Louisiana Purchase.

American Exceptionalism

Explains the events surrounding the concept of Manifest Destiny, discussing the deals and wars that 
brought new territories under American control and allowed the country to expand westward to the 
Pacific Ocean.

Coast-to-Coast Empire

“A book so gripping it can scarcely be put down. . . . Superb.”— New York Times Book Review 
"WESTWARD HO! FOR OREGON AND CALIFORNIA!" In the eerily warm spring of 1846, George 
Donner placed this advertisement in a local newspaper as he and a restless caravan prepared for 
what they hoped would be the most rewarding journey of a lifetime. But in eagerly pursuing what would 
a century later become known as the "American dream," this optimistic-yet-motley crew of emigrants 
was met with a chilling nightmare; in the following months, their jingoistic excitement would be replaced 
by desperate cries for help that would fall silent in the deadly snow-covered mountains of the Sierra 
Nevada. We know these early pioneers as the Donner Party, a name that has elicited horror since the 
late 1840s. With The Best Land Under Heaven, Wallis has penned what critics agree is “destined to 
become the standard account” (Washington Post) of the notorious saga. Cutting through 160 years of 
myth-making, the “expert storyteller” (True West) compellingly recounts how the unlikely band of early 
pioneers met their fate. Interweaving information from hundreds of newly uncovered documents, Wallis 
illuminates how a combination of greed and recklessness led to one of America’s most calamitous 
and sensationalized catastrophes. The result is a “fascinating, horrifying, and inspiring” (Oklahoman) 
examination of the darkest side of Manifest Destiny.

Manifest Destinies

The Significance Of The Frontier In American History
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