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This document examines a critical legal and ecclesiastical question concerning the permissibility of 
hearing now-conforming ministers. It explores the foundational principles of ecclesiastical law that 
govern such decisions, addressing the practical implications and potential for setting a church legal 
precedent. The analysis provides vital insight into the complexities surrounding lawful hearing and the 
roles of conforming clergy within religious institutions.

These articles serve as a quick reference for both beginners and advanced learners.
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A Case of Great and Present Use

An assessment of the importance of oaths, and the taking of, and the idea of national covenants during 
a turbulent time in English history. This book studies the oaths and covenants taken during the late 
sixteenth to the late seventeenth century, a time of great religious and political upheaval, assessing 
their effect and importance. From the reign of Mary I to the Exclusion crisis, Protestant writers argued 
that England was a nation in covenant with God and urged that the country should renew its contract 
with the Lord through taking solemn oaths. In so doing, they radically modified understandings of 
monarchy, political allegiance and the royal succession. During the civil war, the tendering of oaths 
of allegiance, the Protestation of 1641 and the Vow and Covenant and Solemn League and Covenant 
of 1643 (all describedas embodiments of England's national covenant) also extended the boundaries 
of the political nation. The poor and illiterate, women as well as men, all subscribed to these tests of 
loyalty, which were presented as social contracts between the Parliament and the people. The Solemn 
League and Covenant in particular continued to provoke political controversy after 1649 and even into 
the 1690s many English Presbyterians still viewed themselves as bound by itsterms; the author argues 
that these covenants had a significant, and until now unrecognised, influence on 'politics-out-of-doors' 
in the eighteenth century. EDWARD VALLANCE is Lecturer in Early Modern British History, University 
of Liverpool.

A case of great and present use, whether we may lawfully hear the now conforming ministers, who 
are re-ordained, and have renounced the Covenant, and some of them supposed to be scandalous 
in their lives? By a late eminent Congregational divine [P. Nye.].

Puritan studies is one of the most heavily researched areas of scholarship in both England and the 
United States. In this in-depth exploration of the relationship between Puritans in England and New 
England, Francis J. Bremer challenges the view that the colonists turned away from English Puritans 
in the 1640s. Rather, he convincingly demonstrates that the two communities retained a complex, 
symbiotic connection - a communion - throughout the seventeenth century, and that the clergy on 
both sides of the Atlantic saw themselves as closely linked in their spiritual mission. Focusing on 
the interaction between social experience and the shaping of belief, Bremer thoroughly analyzes 
how Puritan clergymen of a congregational persuasion came together in a godly communion and 
examines how that communion sustained them in times of trouble and physical dispersal. He explains 
the social forces that led to the articulation of early Congregationalism and details the significance 
of trans-Atlantic religious exchanges through correspondence, associations, publications, and other 
devices. Bremer traces the first-generation Puritans from their formative years at Cambridge University 
through the creation of a network of clerical friendships, through the flight to Holland and to New 
England, to the death of Oliver Cromwell and the beginnings of division within Congregationalism. This 
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thought-provoking volume makes a solid contribution to Puritan studies and offers a basis for further 
discussions of the trans-Atlantic aspects of the Congregational community.

A case of great and present use

Ore from the Puritans’ Mine is the go-to collection of quotes from the English Puritans.

Catalogus Librorum Impressorum Bibliothecae Bodleianae in Academia Oxoniensi

"The editor's preface (1707), p. xiii stated that the works of Richard Baxter are 'perhaps the best body 
of practical divinity that is extent in our own or any other tongue.' Richard Baxter lived from 1615-1691. 
The DIRECTORY was completed in 1665. Its scope was intended to cover all of practical theology, 
a summa of casuistry . . ." Timothy Keller calls it "the greatest manual on Biblical counseling ever 
produced."

Catalogus librorum impressorum Bibliothecae Bodleianae in Academia Oxoniensi

Revolutionary England and the National Covenant
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