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Nuzi Texts And Their Uses As Historical Evidence
#Nuzi Texts #historical evidence #ancient Mesopotamia #cuneiform tablets #Near East history 

Explore the profound significance of Nuzi Texts as crucial historical evidence, offering unparalleled 
insights into the social, economic, and legal structures of ancient Mesopotamia. These cuneiform 
tablets provide a unique primary source for understanding daily life and the intricate political landscape 
of the Hurrian-dominated city of Nuzi.

Course materials cover topics from beginner to advanced levels.

The authenticity of our documents is always ensured.
Each file is checked to be truly original.
This way, users can feel confident in using it.

Please make the most of this document for your needs.
We will continue to share more useful resources.
Thank you for choosing our service.

This document is highly sought in many digital library archives.
By visiting us, you have made the right decision.
We provide the entire full version Nuzi Texts Historical Evidence for free, exclusively 
here.

Nuzi Texts and Their Uses as Historical Evidence

Ancient Nuzi, buried beneath modern Yorghan Tepe in northern Iraq, is a Late Bronze Age town 
belonging to the kingdom of Arrap?a that has yielded between 6,500 and 7,000 legal, economic 
and administrative tablets, all belonging to a period of some five generations (ca. 1475–1350 B.C.E.) 
and almost all from known archaeological contexts. The tablets were excavated from the government 
administrative complexes, from houses in all the urban neighborhoods, from each of the suburban 
villas, and even a few dozen from the temple complex. These Akkadian-language documents include 
contracts for labor, deeds of sale, testamentary wills, slave sales, ration lists, inter-office memoranda, 
trial records, scholastic texts, and much more. The ninety-six texts presented here in transliteration and 
translation are divided into five groups dealing with topics of historical interest: Nuzi and the political 
force responsible for its demise; the crimes and trials of a mayor of Nuzi; a multigenerational legal 
struggle over title to a substantial amount of land; the progressive enrichment of one family at the 
expense of another through a series of real estate transactions; and the nature of the ilku, a real estate 
tax whose dynamic is crucial in defining the economic and social structure of Nuzi as a whole.

The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East: Volume III

"The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East offers a comprehensive and fully illustrated survey of 
the history of Egypt and Western Asia (Levant, Anatolia, Mesopotamia and Iran) in five volumes, from 
the emergence of complex states to the conquest of Alexander of Great. The authors represent a 
highly international mix of leading academics whose expertise brings alive the people, places and 
times of the remote past. The emphasis lies firmly on the political and social histories of the states and 
communities under investigation. The individual chapters present the key textual and material sources 
underpinning the historical reconstruction, giving special attention to the most recent archaeological 
finds and how they have impacted our interpretation. The first volume covers the long period from the 
mid-tenth millennium to the late third millennium BC and presents the history of the Near East in ten 
chapters "From the Beginnings to Old Kingdom Egypt and the Dynasty of Akkad". Key topics include the 
domestication of animals and plants, the first permanent settlements, the subjugation and appropriation 
of the natural environment, the emergence of complex states and belief systems, the invention of the 
earliest writing systems and the wide-ranging trade networks that linked diverse population groups 
across deserts, mountains and oceans"--
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Constituent, Confederate, and Conquered Space

The Mittani empire is one of the most enigmatic political structures in Mesopotamian history. Re-
constructing the emergence and the organisation of this state, whose territory encompassed Upper 
Mesopotamia touching the Levant and the piedmont plains of the Zagros in the East at the height of its 
power, is exceedingly difficult. Cuneiform specialists, archeologists and historians discuss the Mittani 
state with regard to modes of spatial organisation co- and preexisting in the region.

Judicial Decisions in the Ancient Near East

This volume presents the first broadly inclusive collection, with accessible text and English translation, 
of documents related to judicial decisions in the ancient Near East, the oldest setting for such writing 
in the world. The texts in this volume belong to various genres, especially legal records and letters, 
and span almost two thousand years. With such varied material, the work depends on the expertise of 
specialists in each setting, from the Sumerian of early Ur to the late Akkadian of Babylonia under the 
Persians. The collection brings together not only 183 transliterated texts and new translations but also 
introductions and commentary that place these legal documents in their historical and social contexts. 
A glossary of legal terms, a concordance of texts included, and an index of legal terms makes this an 
invaluable tool for students and scholars across disciplines. The contributors are Dominique Charpin, 
Sophie Démare-Lafont, Daniel E. Fleming, Francis Joannès, Bertrand Lafont, Brigitte Lion, Ignacio 
Márquez Rowe, Cécile Michel, and Pierre Villard.

The King and the Land

This work maps unexplored dimensions of royal power in the biblical world by examining archaeological 
and textual evidence for royal control of privately-held lands, religious buildings, collectively-governed 
towns, and urban water systems.

Antiguo Oriente - Volume 8

Antiguo Oriente (abbreviated as AntOr) is the annual, peer-reviewed, scholarly journal published by the 
Center of Studies of Ancient Near Eastern History (CEHAO), Catholic University of Argentina.

A Companion to Assyria

A Companion to Assyria is a collection of original essays on ancient Assyria written by key international 
scholars. These new scholarly contributions have substantially reshaped contemporary understanding 
of society and life in this ancient civilization. The only detailed up-to-date introduction providing a 
scholarly overview of ancient Assyria in English within the last fifty years Original essays written and 
edited by a team of respected Assyriology scholars from around the world An in-depth exploration of 
Assyrian society and life, including the latest thought on cities, art, religion, literature, economy, and 
technology, and political and military history

A History of the Ancient Near East, ca. 3000-323 BC

Incorporating the latest scholarly research, the third edition of A History of the Ancient Near East 
ca. 3000–323 BC presents a comprehensive overview of the multicultural civilizations of the ancient 
Near East. Integrates the most up-to-date research, and includes a richer selection of supplementary 
materials Addresses the wide variety of political, social, and cultural developments in the ancient Near 
East Updated features include new “Key Debate” boxes at the end of each chapter to engage students 
with various perspectives on a range of critical issues; a comprehensive timeline of events; and 46 new 
illustrations, including 12 color photos Features a new chapter addressing governance and continuity in 
the region during the Persian Empire Offers in-depth, accessible discussions of key texts and sources, 
including the Bible and the Epic of Gilgamesh

Syria-Palestine in The Late Bronze Age

Syria-Palestine in the Late Bronze Age presents an explicitly anthropological perspective on politics 
and social relationships. An anthropological reading of the textual and epigraphic remains of the time 
allows us to see how power was constructed and political subordination was practised and expressed. 
Syria-Palestine in the Late Bronze Age identifies a particular political ontology, native to ancient 
Syro-Palestinian societies, which informs and constitutes their social worlds. This political ontology, 



based on patronage relationships, provides a way of understanding the political culture and the social 
dynamics of ancient Levantine peoples. It also illuminates the historical processes taking place in the 
region, processes based on patrimonial social structures and articulated through patron-client bonds.

Militarism and the Indo-Europeanizing of Europe

This book argues that the Indo-Europeanizing of Europe essentially began shortly before 1600 BC, 
when lands rich in natural resources were taken over by military forces from the Eurasian steppe and 
from southern Caucasia. First were the copper and silver mines (along with good harbors) in Greece, 
and the copper and gold mines of the Carpathian basin. By ca. 1500 BC other military men had taken 
over the amber coasts of Scandinavia and the metalworking district of the southern Alps. These military 
takeovers offer the most likely explanations for the origins of the Greek, Keltic, Germanic and Italic 
subgroups of the Indo-European language family. Battlefield warfare and militarism, Robert Drews 
contends, were novelties ca. 1600 BC and were a consequence of the military employment of chariots. 
Current opinion is that militarism and battlefield warfare are as old as formal states, going back before 
3000 BC. Another current opinion is that the Indo-Europeanizing of Europe happened long before 1600 
BC. The "Kurgan theory" of Marija Gimbutas and David Anthony dates it from late in the fifth to early 
in the third millennium BC and explains it as the result of horse-riding conquerors or raiders coming 
to Europe from the steppe. Colin Renfrew’s Archaeology and Language dates the Indo-Europeanizing 
of Europe to the seventh and sixth millennia BC, and explains it as a consequence of the spread of 
agriculture in a "wave of advance" from Anatolia through Europe. Pairing linguistic with archaeological 
evidence Drews concludes that in Greece and Italy, at least, no Indo-European language could have 
arrived before the second millennium BC.

Debt and Indebtedness at Emar

This book is the first comprehensive study of debts and credit system at Emar. It focuses on the 
socio-economic aspects of credit access and indebtedness as well as on the motivations behind debts 
and debt settlement in the city of Emar. The credit system is analyzed through several factors: the 
purpose of debts, i.e., productive or consumptive; the procedures for granting loans; the strategies put in 
place to meet an obligation and to cope with economic difficulties; the consequences of non-fulfillment, 
which may lead to servitude or slavery; the different types of slavery; slave prices; the mechanisms 
of enslavement; and termination of slavery. Moneylending practices and the formation of servile 
conditions at Emar are studied in the context of the Syrian economy aiming to understand whether 
the Emar evidence conforms with a socio political and economic crisis that is generally acknowledged 
to have struck Syria, Anatolia and Northern Mesopotamia at the end of the Late Bronze Age. This 
work is of sure relevance for scholars interested in socio-economic history, not only of the pertinent 
historical-geographical area.

A Companion to the Ancient Near East

The new edition of the popular survey of Near Eastern civilization from the Bronze Age to the era 
of Alexander the Great A Companion to the Ancient Near East explores the history of the region 
from 4400 BCE to the Macedonian conquest of the Persian Empire in 330 BCE. Original and revised 
essays from a team of distinguished scholars from across disciplines address subjects including the 
politics, economics, architecture, and heritage of ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt. Part of the Blackwell 
Companions to the Ancient World series, this acclaimed single-volume reference combines lively 
writing with engaging and relatable topics to immerse readers in this fascinating period of Near East 
history. The new second edition has been thoroughly revised and updated to include new developments 
in relevant fields, particularly archaeology, and expand on themes of interest to contemporary students. 
Clear, accessible chapters offer fresh discussions on the history of the family and gender roles, the 
literature, languages, and religions of the region, pastoralism, medicine and philosophy, and borders, 
states, and warfare. New essays highlight recent discoveries in cuneiform texts, investigate how modern 
Egyptians came to understand their ancient history, and examine the place of archaeology among 
the historical disciplines. This volume: Provides substantial new and revised content covering topics 
such as social conflict, kingship, cosmology, work, trade, and law Covers the civilizations of the 
Sumerians, Hittites, Babylonians, Assyrians, Egyptians, Israelites, and Persians, emphasizing social 
and cultural history Examines the legacy of the Ancient Near East in the medieval and modern worlds 
Offers a uniquely broad geographical, chronological, and topical range Includes a comprehensive 
bibliographical guide to Ancient Near East studies as well as new and updated references and reading 



suggestions Suitable for use as both a primary reference or as a supplement to a chronologically 
arranged textbook, A Companion to the Ancient Near East, 2nd Edition is a valuable resource for 
advanced undergraduates, beginning graduate students, instructors in the field, and scholars from 
other disciplines.

Boundaries of Freedom

Are our pains and sufferings preordained and fixed by God, or are they the consequences of man's 
actions? Can the immutable Lord ever change his mind in response to our prayers? This dilemma of 
God's sovereignty and man's free will has been a quandary for the church for nearly two thousand years. 
Previous solutions (Calvinism, Arminianism, Molinism, and Open Theism) have not been successful 
in deciphering the enigma. The problem is now resolved by exposing the fallacies in man's claim that 
he is given no other choice but to do whatever the Lord foreknew and foreordained. Using the analogy 
of the dual nature of light, the "quantum proposal" affirms that man has alternative options that were 
created and foreknown by God within his predetermined boundaries. From Adam's fall in Genesis 
to Paul's ministry in the New Testament, alternative possibilities have always been offered. Men are 
free to choose among the given options and must live with the consequences, whether good or evil. 
This groundbreaking work is a must-read for all Christians who struggle with the dilemma of divine 
sovereignty and humans responsibility.

Karduniaš. Babylonia under the Kassites 1

Karduniaš, as the kingdom of the Kassites in Babylonia was called in ancient times, was the neighbor 
and rival of great powers such as Egypt, the Hittites, and Assyria. But while our knowledge of the 
latter kingdoms has made huge progress in the last decades, the Kassites have until recently been 
largely ignored by modern scholarship. Recently a number of scholars have embarked on research 
into different aspects of Late Bronze Age Babylonia. The desire to share the results of these new 
investigations resulted in an international conference, which was held at Munich University in July 2011. 
The presentations given at this meeting have been revised for publication in the current volume.This 
book gives an overview of current research on the Kassites and is the first larger survey of their 
culture ever. An invaluable introduction by Kassite expert Professor John A. Brinkman is followed by 
seventeen specialist contributions investigating different aspects of the Kassites. These include detailed 
historical, social, cultural, archaeological, and art historical studies concerning the Kassites from their 
first arrival in Mesopotamia, during the period when a Kassite Dynasty ruled Babylonia (c. 1595-1155 
BC), and in the subsequent aftermath. Concentrating on southern Mesopotamia the contributions also 
discuss Kassite relations and presence in neighboring regions.The book is completed by a substantial 
bibliography and a detailed index.

Mittani Palaeography

In Mittani Palaeography, Zenobia Homan analyses cuneiform writing from Late Bronze Age northern 
Mesopotamia, reflecting on local scribal traditions, regional adaptation, international political change, 
and the ways in which written knowledge travelled within the cuneiform culture of the Middle East.

The Adventure of the Illustrious Scholar

The Adventure of the Illustrious Scholar: Papers Presented to Oscar White Muscarella, edited by 
Elizabeth Simpson, celebrates the career of one of the foremost archaeologists of the ancient Near 
East. Forty-seven major scholars contribute to this unusual and important volume.

Bronze Age Bureaucracy

This book describes ten different government archives of cuneiform tablets from Assyria, using them 
to analyze the social and economic character of the Middle Assyrian state, as well as the roles and 
practices of writing. The tablets, many of which have not been edited or translated, were excavated at 
the capital, Assur, and in the provinces, and they give vivid details to illuminate issues such as offerings 
to the national shrine, the economy and political role of elite households, palace etiquette, and state-run 
agriculture. This book concentrates particularly on how the Assyrian use of written documentation 
affected the nature and ethos of government, and compares this to contemporary practices in other 
palatial administrations at Nuzi, Alalah, Ugarit, and in Greece.



A Companion to Ancient Agriculture

The first book-length overview of agricultural development in the ancient world A Companion to Ancient 
Agriculture is an authoritative overview of the history and development of agriculture in the ancient 
world. Focusing primarily on the Near East and Mediterranean regions, this unique text explores the 
cultivation of the soil and rearing of animals through centuries of human civilization—from the Neolithic 
beginnings of agriculture to Late Antiquity. Chapters written by the leading scholars in their fields 
present a multidisciplinary examination of the agricultural methods and influences that have enabled 
humans to survive and prosper. Consisting of thirty-one chapters, the Companion presents essays on a 
range of topics that include economic-political, anthropological, zooarchaeological, ethnobotanical, and 
archaeobotanical investigation of ancient agriculture. Chronologically-organized chapters offer in-depth 
discussions of agriculture in Bronze Age Egypt and Mesopotamia, Hellenistic Greece and Imperial 
Rome, Iran and Central Asia, and other regions. Sections on comparative agricultural history discuss 
agriculture in the Indian subcontinent and prehistoric China while an insightful concluding section helps 
readers understand ancient agriculture from a modern perspective. Fills the need for a full-length 
biophysical and social overview of ancient agriculture Provides clear accounts of the current state 
of research written by experts in their respective areas Places ancient Mediterranean agriculture in 
conversation with contemporary practice in Eastern and Southern Asia Includes coverage of analysis of 
stable isotopes in ancient agricultural cultivation Offers plentiful illustrations, references, case studies, 
and further reading suggestions A Companion to Ancient Agriculture is a much-needed resource for 
advanced students, instructors, scholars, and researchers in fields such as agricultural history, ancient 
economics, and in broader disciplines including classics, archaeology, and ancient history.

Tradition and Innovation in the Ancient Near East

In July, 2011, the International Association for Assyriology met in Rome, Italy, for 5 days to deliver and 
listen to papers on the theme “Tradition and Innovation in the Ancient Near East”. This volume, the 
proceedings of the conference, contains more than 40 of the papers read at the 57th annual Rencontre, 
including 3 plenary lectures/papers, many papers directly connected with the theme, as well as a 
workshop on parents and children. The papers covered every period of Mesopotamian history, from 
the third millennium through the end of the first millennium B.C.E. The attendees were warmly hosted 
by faculty and students from the Università di Roma “La Sapienza”.

Fighting for the King and the Gods

The most up-to-date sourcebook on warfare in the ancient Near East Fighting for the King and the Gods 
provides an introduction to the topic of war and the variety of texts concerning many aspects of warfare 
in the ancient Near East. These texts illustrate various viewpoints of war and show how warfare was an 
integral part of life. Trimm examines not only the victors and the famous battles, but also the hardship 
that war brought to many. While several of these texts treated here are well known (i.e., Ramses II's 
battle against the Hittites at Qadesh), others are known only to specialists. This work will allow a broader 
audience to access and appreciate these important texts as they relate to the history and ideology of 
warfare. Features References to recent secondary literature for further study Early Greek and Chinese 
illustrative texts for comparisons with other cultures Indices to help guide the reader



Wool Economy in the Ancient Near East

The history of the Ancient Near East covers a huge chronological frame, from the first pictographic 
texts of the late 4th millennium to the conquest of Alexander the Great in 333 BC. During these 
millennia, different societies developed in a changing landscape where sheep (and their wool) always 
played an important economic role. The 22 papers presented here explore the place of wool in the 
ancient economy of the region, where large-scale textile production began during the second half 
of the 3rd millennium. By placing emphasis on the development of multi-disciplinary methodologies, 
experimentation and use of archaeological evidence combined with ancient textual sources, the 
wide-ranging contributions explore a number of key themes. These include: the first uses of wool in 
textile manufacture and organization of weaving; trade and exchange; the role of wool in institutionalized 
economies; and the reconstruction of the processes that led to this first form of industry in Antiquity. The 
numerous archaeological and written sources provide an enormous amount of data on wool, textile 
crafts, and clothing and these inter-disciplinary studies are beginning to present a comprehensive 
picture of the economic and cultural impact of woollen textiles and textile manufacturing on formative 
ancient societies.

Biblical Studies and the Failure of History

The idea of the Old Testament as a source of historical information was replaced by an understanding 
of the texts as a means for early Jewish society to interpret its past. 'Biblical Studies and the Failure of 
History' brings together key essays which reflect the trajectory of this scholarly shift.

A Survey of Israel's History

Since its first publication in 1970, A Survey of Israel's History has established itself as a popular and 
useful text in Bible colleges and seminaries. This revision by David O'Brien, which brings A Survey 
of Israel's History up to date, is certain to add to its value and continue its popularity. A chapter 
on the Intertestamental Period has been added. Numerous line-maps, charts, and diagrams help to 
clarity details. An extensive chronological chart provides an overall summary of names and dates. 
Authoritative, thoroughly biblical, factually sound, and movingly human -- A Survey of Israel's History 
will prove enormously helpful to the student of the Bible, and to anyone in search of a definitive history 
of the chosen people.

Biblical History and Israel's Past

Although scholars have for centuries primarily been interested in using the study of ancient Israel to 
explain, illuminate, and clarify the biblical story, Megan Bishop Moore and Brad E. Kelle describe how 
scholars today seek more and more to tell the story of the past on its own terms, drawing from both 
biblical and extrabiblical sources to illuminate ancient Israel and its neighbors without privileging the 
biblical perspective. Biblical History and Israel’s Past provides a comprehensive survey of how study 
of the Old Testament and the history of Israel has changed since the middle of the twentieth century. 
Moore and Kelle discuss significant trends in scholarship, trace the development of ideas since the 
1970s, and summarize major scholars, viewpoints, issues, and developments.

Ancient Israel's History

The history of Israel is a much-debated topic in Old Testament studies. On one side are minimalists who 
find little of historical value in the Hebrew Bible. On the other side are those who assume the biblical 
text is a precise historical record. Many serious students of the Bible find themselves between these 
two positions and would benefit from a careful exploration of issues in Israelite history. This substantive 
history of Israel textbook values the Bible's historical contribution without overlooking critical issues 
and challenges. Featuring the latest scholarship, the book introduces students to the current state of 
research on issues relevant to the study of ancient Israel. The editors and contributors, all top biblical 
scholars and historians, discuss historical evidence in a readable manner, using both canonical and 
chronological lenses to explore Israelite history. Illustrative items, such as maps and images, visually 
support the book's content. Tables and sidebars are also included.

A Biblical History of Israel



In this much-anticipated textbook, three respected biblical scholars have written a history of ancient 
Israel that takes the biblical text seriously as an historical document. While also considering nonbiblical 
sources and being attentive to what disciplines like archaeology, anthropology, and sociology suggest 
about the past, the authors do so within the context and paradigm of the Old Testament canon, which 
is held as the primary document for reconstructing Israel's history. In Part One, the authors set the 
volume in context and review past and current scholarly debate about learning Israel's history, negating 
arguments against using the Bible as the central source. In Part Two, they seek to retell the history itself 
with an eye to all the factors explored in Part One.

A History of Ancient Near Eastern Law (2 vols)

A comprehensive survey of the Law of the Ancient Near East by a team of specialist scholars, this 
volume allows non-specialists access to the world's earliest known legal systems.

Bronze Age Military Equipment

This book is a fascinating discussion of the development of the military equipment of the earliest 
organized armies. Dan Howard describes the development of weapons, armor and chariots, how they 
were made and their tactical use in battle. Spanning from the introduction of massed infantry by the 
Sumerians (c. 26th century BC) through to the collapse of the chariot civilizations (c. 12th century BC), 
this is the period of the epic struggles described in the Old Testament and Homer's Iliad, the clashes 
of mighty empires like those of the Babylonians, Egyptians and Hittites.

Perspectives on the History of Ancient Near Eastern Studies

The present volume collects eighteen essays exploring the history of ancient Near Eastern studies. 
Combining diverse approaches—synthetic and analytic, diachronic and transnational—this collection 
offers critical reflections on the who, why, and how of this cluster of fields. How have political contexts 
determined the conduct of research? How do academic agendas reflect larger social, economic, and 
cultural interests? How have schools of thought and intellectual traditions configured, and sometimes 
predetermined, the study of the ancient Near East? Contributions treating research during the Nazi 
and fascist periods examine the interpenetration of academic work with politics, while contributions 
dealing with specific national contexts disclose fresh perspectives on individual scholars as well as the 
conditions and institutions in which they worked. Particular attention is given to scholarship in countries 
such as Turkey, Portugal, Iran, China, and Spain, which have hitherto been marginal to historiographic 
accounts of ancient Near Eastern studies. In addition to the editors, the contributors are Selim Ferru 
Adali, Silvia Alaura, Isabel Almeida, Petr Charvát, Parsa Daneshmand, Eva von Dassow, Hakan Erol, 
Sebastian Fink, Jakob Flygare, Pietro Giammellaro, Carlos Gonçalves, Katrien de Graef, Steven W. 
Holloway, Ahmed Fatima Kzzo, Changyu Liu, Patrick Maxime Michel, Emanuel Pfoh, Jitka Sýkorová, 
Lud�k Vacín, and Jordi Vidal.

Babylonia under the Sealand and Kassite Dynasties

Babylonia in the second half of the 2nd millennium BCE is one of the most understudied periods of 
Mesopotamian history. In the last few years, discoveries of new texts and archaeological materials from 
the Sealand Dynasty have emerged, which expand the possibilities to fill this gap in our knowledge of 
Mesopotamian history. At the same time, scholars have started to revive Kassite studies using new 
materials, methods, and questions. While those works are groundbreaking contributions to the field, 
many questions about the history and chronology, archaeology, economy, language of Babylonia during 
this period are still unsolved. This volume brings together eleven contributions by leading scholars in 
the Sealand and Kassite period, approaching those questions from an archaeological, ethnological, 
historical, linguistic, and economical point of view. The book opens with an introduction into the history 
and research on Babylonia under the Sealand Dynasty and the Kassites.

The Land of Canaan in the Late Bronze Age

Includes papers from the meeting of the European Seminar in Historical Methodology, held in Tartu, 
Estonia, in July 2010.

Time and History in the Ancient Near East



In July, 2010, the International Association for Assyriology met in Barcelona, Spain, for 5 days to 
deliver and listen to papers on the theme “Time and History in the Ancient Near East.” This volume, the 
proceedings of the conference, contains 70 of the papers read at the 56th annual Rencontre, including 
the papers from several workshop sessions on “architecture and archaeology,” “early Akkadian and its 
Semitic context,” “ Hurrian language,” “law in the ancient Near East,” “Middle Assyrian texts and studies,” 
and a variety of additional papers not directly related to the conference theme. The photo on the back 
cover shows only a representative portion of the attendees, who were warmly hosted by faculty and 
students from the University of Barcelona.

Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament

Leading evangelical scholar John Walton surveys the cultural context of the ancient Near East, bringing 
insight to the interpretation of specific Old Testament passages. This new edition of a top-selling 
textbook has been thoroughly updated and revised throughout to reflect the refined thinking of a mature 
scholar. It includes over 30 illustrations. Students and pastors who want to deepen their understanding 
of the Old Testament will find this a helpful and instructive study.

An Introduction to the Bible

Many current Bible intro volumes focus more on theories about the biblical text than on the text itself. 
They lack the simplicity that has become increasingly crucial as basic biblical literacy has declined. 
Robert Kugler and Patrick Hartin seek to remedy that problem by turning readers back to the text at 
hand. Their Introduction to the Bible surveys the content of all the biblical books, section by section, 
focusing on the Bible s theological themes.

Organization, Representation, and Symbols of Power in the Ancient Near East

In July, 2008, the International Association for Assyriology met in Würzburg, Germany, for 5 days to 
deliver and listen to papers on the theme “Organization, Representation, and Symbols of Power in 
the Ancient Near East.” This volume, the proceedings of the conference, contains 70 of the papers 
read at the 54th annual Rencontre, including most of the papers from two workshop sessions, one on 
“collective governance” and the other on “the public and the state.” As the photo of the participants on 
the back cover demonstrates, the surroundings and ambience of the host city and university provided 
a wonderful backdrop for the meetings.

A History of Israel

A definitive text and resource for every student of the Old Testament, this fourth edition of John Bright's 
now classic work is newly introduced by William P. Brown.

Royal Hittite Instructions and Related Administrative Texts

Few compositions provide as much insight into the structure of the Hittite state and the nature of 
Hittite society as the so-called Instructions. While these texts may strike the modern reader as didactic, 
the Hittites, who categorized them together with state treaties, understood them as “contracts” or 
“obligations,” consisting of the king’s instructions to officials such as priests and temple personnel, 
mayors, military officers, border garrison commanders, and palace servants. They detail how and in 
what spirit the officials are to carry out their duties and what consequences they are to suffer for 
failure. Also included are several examples of closely related oath impositions and oaths. Collecting 
for the first time the entire corpus of Hittite Instructions, this accessible volume presents these works 
in transliteration of the original texts and translation, with clear and readable introductory essays, 
references to primary and secondary sources, and thorough indices.

Studies in the Book of Genesis

"Articles ... présentés lors du 48e Colloquium Biblicum Lovaniense organisé à Louvain les 28, 29 et 30 
juillet 1999..."--Pref.

Officials and Administration in the Hittite World

There are few studies that deal with an overall treatment of the Hittite administrative system, and various 
other works on its offices and officials have tended to be limited in scope, focusing only on certain 



groups or certain time periods. This book provides a comprehensive investigation of the administrative 
organization of the Hittite state throughout its history (ca. 1650–1180 BCE) with particular emphasis on 
the state offices and their officials. Bringing together previous works and updating with data recovered 
in recent years, the study presents a detailed survey of the high offices of the state, a prosopographical 
study of about 140 high officials, and a theoretical analysis of the Hittite administration in respect to 
factors such as hierarchy, kinship, and diachronical changes.

The Spirited Horse

Presenting a new perspective on human–animal relations in the ancient Near East, this volume 
considers how we should understand equids (horses, donkeys, onagers and various hybrids) as 
animals that are social actors. Recht brings together a wealth of new data, including Bronze Age 
Near Eastern material culture from a range of archaeological contexts with equid remains as well as 
iconography and texts. She looks in particular at finds of equids themselves from burials, sacred space 
and settlements alongside associated artefacts such as chariots and harnesses. This is the first time the 
agency of animals is recognized. The study is essential reading for prehistorians, archaeologists and 
those studying early animal domestication, showcasing how humans encounter and interact with other 
animals, and how those animals in turn interact with humans. Recht outlines the broader implications 
for human involvement with their environment, both today and in the past, and points to further study 
in a number of focused appendices.
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