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Await Your Reply

BONUS: This edition contains an Await Your Reply discussion guide. The lives of three strangers inter-
connect in unforeseen ways–and with unexpected consequences–in acclaimed author Dan Chaon’s 
gripping, brilliantly written new novel. Longing to get on with his life, Miles Cheshire nevertheless can’t 
stop searching for his troubled twin brother, Hayden, who has been missing for ten years. Hayden has 
covered his tracks skillfully, moving stealthily from place to place, managing along the way to hold down 
various jobs and seem, to the people he meets, entirely normal. But some version of the truth is always 
concealed. A few days after graduating from high school, Lucy Lattimore sneaks away from the small 
town of Pompey, Ohio, with her charismatic former history teacher. They arrive in Nebraska, in the 
middle of nowhere, at a long-deserted motel next to a dried-up reservoir, to figure out the next move on 
their path to a new life. But soon Lucy begins to feel quietly uneasy. My whole life is a lie, thinks Ryan 
Schuyler, who has recently learned some shocking news. In response, he walks off the Northwestern 
University campus, hops on a bus, and breaks loose from his existence, which suddenly seems abstract 
and tenuous. Presumed dead, Ryan decides to remake himself–through unconventional and precarious 
means. Await Your Reply is a literary masterwork with the momentum of a thriller, an unforgettable novel 
in which pasts are invented and reinvented and the future is both seductively uncharted and perilously 
unmoored.

Await Your Reply

The lives of three strangers interconnect in unforeseen ways–and with unexpected consequences–in 
acclaimed author Dan Chaon’s gripping, brilliantly written new novel. Longing to get on with his life, 
Miles Cheshire nevertheless can’t stop searching for his troubled twin brother, Hayden, who has been 
missing for ten years. Hayden has covered his tracks skillfully, moving stealthily from place to place, 
managing along the way to hold down various jobs and seem, to the people he meets, entirely normal. 
But some version of the truth is always concealed. A few days after graduating from high school, 
Lucy Lattimore sneaks away from the small town of Pompey, Ohio, with her charismatic former history 
teacher. They arrive in Nebraska, in the middle of nowhere, at a long-deserted motel next to a dried-up 
reservoir, to figure out the next move on their path to a new life. But soon Lucy begins to feel quietly 
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uneasy. My whole life is a lie, thinks Ryan Schuyler, who has recently learned some shocking news. 
In response, he walks off the Northwestern University campus, hops on a bus, and breaks loose from 
his existence, which suddenly seems abstract and tenuous. Presumed dead, Ryan decides to remake 
himself–through unconventional and precarious means. Await Your Reply is a literary masterwork with 
the momentum of a thriller, an unforgettable novel in which pasts are invented and reinvented and the 
future is both seductively uncharted and perilously unmoored.

Await Your Reply

While Miles pursues elusive letters and clues in a perpetual search for his missing twin, Ryan struggles 
with the discovery that he is adopted, and Lucy finds her daring escape from her hometown posing 
unexpectedly dangerous consequences. By a National Book Award-nominated author.

Ill Will

NATIONAL BESTSELLER • Two sensational unsolved crimes—one in the past, another in the 
present—are linked by one man’s memory and self-deception in this chilling novel of literary suspense 
from National Book Award finalist Dan Chaon. Includes an exclusive conversation between Dan Chaon 
and Lynda Barry NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Wall Street Journal • 
NPR • The New York Times • Los Angeles Times • The Washington Post • Kirkus Reviews • Publishers 
Weekly “We are always telling a story to ourselves, about ourselves.” This is one of the little mantras 
Dustin Tillman likes to share with his patients, and it’s meant to be reassuring. But what if that story 
is a lie? A psychologist in suburban Cleveland, Dustin is drifting through his forties when he hears 
the news: His adopted brother, Rusty, is being released from prison. Thirty years ago, Rusty received 
a life sentence for the massacre of Dustin’s parents, aunt, and uncle. The trial came to epitomize the 
1980s hysteria over Satanic cults; despite the lack of physical evidence, the jury believed the outlandish 
accusations Dustin and his cousin made against Rusty. Now, after DNA analysis has overturned the 
conviction, Dustin braces for a reckoning. Meanwhile, one of Dustin’s patients has been plying him 
with stories of the drowning deaths of a string of drunk college boys. At first Dustin dismisses his 
patient's suggestions that a serial killer is at work as paranoid thinking, but as the two embark on an 
amateur investigation, Dustin starts to believe that there’s more to the deaths than coincidence. Soon 
he becomes obsessed, crossing all professional boundaries—and putting his own family in harm’s 
way. From one of today’s most renowned practitioners of literary suspense, Ill Will is an intimate thriller 
about the failures of memory and the perils of self-deception. In Dan Chaon’s nimble, chilling prose, 
the past looms over the present, turning each into a haunted place. “In his haunting, strikingly original 
new novel, [Dan] Chaon takes formidable risks, dismantling his timeline like a film editor.”—The New 
York Times Book Review “The scariest novel of the year . . . ingenious . . . Chaon’s novel walks along 
a garrote stretched taut between Edgar Allan Poe and Alfred Hitchcock.”—The Washington Post

Among the Missing

In this haunting, bracing new collection, Dan Chaon shares stories of men, women, and children who 
live far outside the American Dream, while wondering which decision, which path, or which accident 
brought them to this place. Chaon mines the psychological landscape of his characters to dazzling 
effect. Each story radiates with sharp humor, mystery, wonder, and startling compassion. Among the 
Missing lingers in the mind through its subtle grace and power of language.

You Remind Me of Me

With his critically acclaimed Among the Missing and Fitting Ends, award-winning author Dan Chaon 
proved himself a master of the short story form. He is a writer, observes the Chicago Tribune, who can 
“convincingly squeeze whole lives into a mere twenty pages or so.” Now Chaon marshals his notable 
talents in his much-anticipated debut novel. You Remind Me of Me begins with a series of separate 
incidents: In 1977, a little boy is savagely attacked by his mother’s pet Doberman; in 1997 another little 
boy disappears from his grandmother’s backyard on a sunny summer morning; in 1966, a pregnant 
teenager admits herself to a maternity home, with the intention of giving her child up for adoption; in 
1991, a young man drifts toward a career as a drug dealer, even as he hopes for something better. With 
penetrating insight and a deep devotion to his characters, Dan Chaon explores the secret connections 
that irrevocably link them. In the process he examines questions of identity, fate, and circumstance: Why 
do we become the people that we become? How do we end up stuck in lives that we never wanted? 
And can we change the course of what seems inevitable? In language that is both unflinching and 



exquisite, Chaon moves deftly between the past and the present in the small-town prairie Midwest and 
shows us the extraordinary lives of “ordinary” people.

Fitting Ends and Other Stories

Dan Chaon's first collection offers thirteen deft stories detailing the panicked angst of the American 
generation now approaching thirty. His characters are unnerved by the discrepancy between their 
youthful expectations and adult reality; they long for understanding and acceptance but are thwarted 
by failed love, family disruptions, dull work, and sexual confusion. His perfect pitch captures voices that 
still believe in life, but can't quite manage their lives.

Stay Awake

Presents twelve short stories among which a father's life is upended by his son's night terrors, a foster 
child receives a call from the past and begins to remember his birth mother, and a divorced woman 
experiences her own dark version of empty-nest syndrom.

The Beckoning Fair One

"Miles ahead of the average ghost-story" — Sunday Times. A novelist retreats to an abandoned house 
in the heart of London, where he becomes enthralled by an 18th-century spirit — and where his contact 
with the outside world gradually diminishes. Acclaimed by such masters as Lovecraft as one of the best 
ghost stories in the English language.

Sleepwalk

'One of the best crime thrillers of the year' LEE CHILD 'A masterful novel' HARLAN COBEN 'A bright 
new star' JAMES PATTERSON Six minutes - that's all it took to ruin Detective Ted Conkaffey's life. 
Accused but not convicted of abducting a teenage girl, he escapes north, to the steamy, croc-infested 
wetlands of Crimson Lake. Amanda Pharrell knows what it's like to be public enemy number one. Maybe 
it's her murderous past that makes her so good as a private investigator, tracking lost souls in the 
wilderness. Her latest target, missing author Jake Scully, has a life more shrouded in secrets than her 
own - so she enlists help from the one person in town more hated than she is- Ted Conkaffey. But the 
residents of Crimson Lake are watching the pair's every move. And for Ted, a man already at breaking 
point, this town is offering no place to hide . . .

Troppo: Crimson Lake TV Tie-in

For fans of Ronda Rousey's MY FIGHT, YOUR FIGHT and John Kavanagh's WIN OR LEARN comes 
the first book from UFC fighter and now analyst Dan Hardy, who lifts the lid on his own career and 
writes with insight and eloquence on all things MMA and UFC, the brutal and ever-evolving sport that 
launched such superstars as Conor McGregor, Michael Bisping, Georges St-Pierre, Nate Diaz and 
Amanda Nunes. Dan Hardy's first book is much more than a straightforward MMA autobiography. Taking 
the key fights from his career, Hardy explores the sport with the unparalleled insight that has made him 
the best analyst working today. From training in China with Shaolin monks, to how MMA helped him 
channel his rage, to psychedelics and the ceremony in Peru that changed his life, to tapping into his 
'reptilian brain' and the psychological warfare of UFC, to his epic title fight with Georges St-Pierre. Hardy 
also speaks eloquently of the heart condition that forced him to stop fighting, the road to recovery, and 
the evolution of a sport that flies in the face of mainstream disapproval to entertain and thrill millions of 
obsessives around the globe.

Crossings

Every gift has a price . . . every piece of lace has a secret. Towner Whitney, the self-confessed unreliable 
narrator, hails from a family of Salem women who can read the future in the patterns in lace, and who 
have guarded a history of secrets going back generations. Now the disappearance of two women is 
bringing Towner back home to Salem—and is bringing to light the shocking truth about the death of 
her twin sister.

Part Reptile



When Linda Fallon and Thomas Janes meet at a writers' festival in Toronto, it is the first time they have 
seen each other for twenty-six years. Theirs is a story bound by the irresistible pull of true passion -- a 
love which begins in Massachusetts in the early 1960s, is rekindled in Kenya in the mid 1970s and which 
is about to play out its astonishing final episode . . . Written with reverse chronology, Anita Shreve's new 
novel is a haunting story of mesmerising beauty, with a strong narrative pull that inescapably draws 
the reader in, and leaves its most stunning revelation until the very last pages. Brilliantly ambitious and 
powerfully written, THE LAST TIME THEY MET is a tale not so much of life, but of a life not lived.

The Lace Reader

An otherworldly short story collection that shines “a glaring light on the complexities of human 
personality and family relationships” (Kirkus Reviews). “Paul Griner is a daredevil storyteller. . . . Anyone 
who cares about the short story—or just loves good writing—should make a beeline for this remarkable 
collection.” —Tom Perotta, author of The Leftovers The stories in Hurry Please I Want to Know invite 
urgent curiosity as Paul Griner spins between quotidian worlds infused with the foreign and the familiar. 
A man brings his mother back from the dead, only to find her most irritating quirk magnified. A 
low-ranking soldier is forced to milk a cow within enemy range. A cartoonist’s daughter waits each 
morning to see how her father’s mood dictates how he will draw her face. Grieving siblings wait to inherit 
one of their father’s physical features after his death . . . Griner’s endings shift between the shocking 
and quiet. The result is a meditation on capturing the intangible, and the human fascination with realms 
that are not our own. Hurry Please I Want to Know gives us the sensation of falling into someone else’s 
world and an immediate future spent sorting out its thrilling peculiarities. “Griner approaches everyday 
tragedies by building elaborate machines and shaky structures in the hope of creating a facsimile of 
life that might somehow become real . . . A pleasure.” —The New York Times “Griner overlays tales 
of family, artistry, and parent-child relationships with elements of the surreal, in order to create, in the 
words of one character, ‘an undercurrent of mournfulness’.” —Publishers Weekly “The writing is careful, 
precise, shocking—stylistically brilliant.” —Bobbie Ann Mason, author of The Girl in the Blue Beret

The Last Time They Met

The first novel in over a decade from perhaps the most admired writer in America.

Hurry Please I Want to Know

Imprisoned in his tyrannical uncle's ruined mansion, the young hero of Adalbert Stifter's The Bachelors 
must confront his past in order to regain control of his life

The Last Thing He Wanted

Sometimes - perhaps only for an instant - we fail to recognise a companion; for a moment their identity 
ceases to exist, and thus we come to doubt our own. The effect is at its most acute in a couple where 
our existence is given meaning by our perception of a lover, and theirs of us.With his astonishing skill at 
building on and out from the significant moment, Kundera has placed such a situation and the resulting 
wave of panic at the core of the novel. In a narrative as intense as it is brief, a moment of confusion sets 
in motion a complex chain of events which forces the reader to cross and recross the divide between 
fantasy and reality. Profound, sad and disquieting but above all a love story, Identity provides further 
proof of Kundera's astonishing gifts as a novelist.

The Bachelors

An occult Nazi program is threatened by a philosopher’s letter to a friend in this “stunning work, full of 
mystery and strange tenderness” (Dan Chaon). In the waning days of World War II, Nazi Germany is 
coming apart at the seams. Yet the death machine continues to churn. The Third Reich’s obsession with 
the astral plane has led to the formation of an underground compound of scribes—translators charged 
with answering letters addressed to concentration camp inmates who are most likely dead. Into this 
covert compound comes a letter written by eminent philosopher Martin Heidegger to his optometrist, 
a prisoner of Auschwitz. Goebbels himself has demanded a response. But the mere presence of 
Heidegger’s words—one simple letter in a place filled with letters—sparks a series of events that 
will ultimately threaten the safety of the entire compound. With this debut novel that is part thriller 
and part meditation on how the dead are remembered—and with threads of Heidegger’s philosophy 



woven throughout—Thaisa Frank deftly reconstructs the landscape of Nazi Germany in “a spellbinding, 
innovative, intellectually compelling tour–de–force” (Michelle Huneven).

Identity

A mysterious postcard's arrival forces a newly-single mother to choose between her commune past 
and her future with her daughter.

Heidegger's Glasses

Peter Morrison's comfortable life takes an odd turn after his best friend begins seeing UFOs hovering 
over the city and a promotion at work puts him in touch with an author whose mysterious book seems 
to be coming true. 10,000 first printing.

Orion's Daughters

“These stories were my kind of stories--a little weird and magical and bittersweet.” --Roxane Gay, New 
York Times bestselling author of Bad Feminist and Hunger A middle-aged masochist in love with a 
comatose man. A gay birthday clown lamenting the loss of his beloved dog. An amateur veterinarian 
keeping watch over his suicidal daughter. And a bikini model with a barnacle stuck to her butt cheek. 
These are just a few of the characters who populate the quirky, offbeat world of If You Lived Here You’d 
Already Be Home a world that feels at once alien and strangely familiar. In these twenty-one brief, funny 
stories, John Jodzio documents his characters disappointment, frustration, and longing for a home that 
seems forever out of reach. By turns bleak and hopeful, cruel and tender, this is an exciting literary 
debut by a writer to watch, a writer with a unique and compelling voice. “John Jodzio is the best kind 
of modern fiction writer: a thematic traditionalist who feels totally new.” —Chuck Klosterman, New York 
Times bestselling author

The Bend of the World: A Novel

“Fried’s stories are laugh-out-loud hilarious and wonderfully weird, yet his many strange worlds also 
have the power to haunt.” --Dan Chaon In “Loeka Discovered,” a buzz flows throughout a lab when 
scientists unearth a perfectly preserved prehistoric man who suggests to them the hopefulness of life, 
but the more they learn, the more the realities of ancient survival invade their buoyant projections. 
“Frost Mountain Picnic Massacre” meditates on why an entire town enthusiastically rushes out to the 
annual picnic that ends, year after year, in a massacre of astonishing creativity and casualty. The title 
story illuminates the desires and even the violence that surges beneath the tenuous peace among 
the animals in the Garden of Eden. Equal parts fable and wry satire, Seth Fried’s stories suggest that 
we are at our most compelling and human when wrestling with the most frustrating aspects of both 
the world around us and of our very own natures—and show why he has been called “one of the most 
exciting new voices in fiction” (Charles Yu, author of How to Live Safely in a Science Fictional Universe). 
“He’s channeling Saunders by way of Barthelme and Kafka, but also clearing a whole new territory of 
his own . . . Seth Fried is the future of fiction.” —Hannah Tinti, author of The Good Thief

If You Lived Here You'd Already be Home

Reconstructive facial surgery after a car crash so alters Manhattan model Charlotte that, within the 
fashion world, where one's look is oneself, she is unrecognizable. Seeking a new image, Charlotte 
engages in an Internet experiment that may both save and damn her. As her story eerily converges 
with that of a plain, unhappy teenager - another Charlotte - it raises tantalizing questions about identity 
and reality in contemporary Western culture. Jennifer Egan's bold, innovative novel, demonstrating her 
virtuosity at weaving a spellbinding, ambitious tale with language that dazzles, captures the spirit of 
our times and offers an unsettling glimpse of the future.

The Great Frustration

'Sensuous and transporting... filled with the colours, tastes and fragrances of life in 17th century Isfahan. 
Amirrezvani clearly knows and loves the ways of old Iran, and brings them to life with the cadences of a 
skilled story-spinner' Geraldine Brooks THE BLOOD OF FLOWERS is a mesmerizing historical novel 
about a young Iranian woman whose destiny changes on the sudden death of her father. Forced to 
leave their village, the woman and her mother travel to the beautiful city of Isfahan, where they are taken 
in by an uncle, a wealthy carpet designer, and his unsympathetic wife. When an ill-considered action 



results in the heroine's fall from grace, she is forced into an extraordinary secret marriage. Spirited 
and rebellious, she wants to be free to live a life her own choosing, if she can find a way. 'The most 
wonderful book... Fascinating, totally original and utterly gripping' Esther Freud 'The prose... positively 
glows on the page, and the characterisation is similarly acute, notably of the wonderfully drawn heroine. 
As a journey into a society that will be alien to most readers, this is a remarkable achievement' Barry 
Forshaw

Look at Me

in a near-future world where most of New York is under water and the mainland US is a bastion of 
censorship and religious extremism, PI Simone Pierce plies her trade between the tops of skyscrapers 
and over the networks of bridges. A routine case helping an archaeologist search for artworks lost 
when the seas rose turns deadly as bodies start floating to the surface of the Manhattan waters.

The Blood Of Flowers

Judge Oliver Garland has just died in suspicious circumstances. Conservative and controversial, 
Garland had many enemies. Many years ago, he'd earned a judge's highest prize: a Supreme Court 
nomination. But in a scene of bitter humiliation in front of a televised audience and before the eyes of 
his family, he had to withdraw his nomination. It was a national scandal, and a private agony, one from 
which he never recovered. Now, year's later, The judge's death raises even more questions than his 
life did and seems to be leading to a second terrible scandal. Could he have been murdered? He has 
left a strange message for his son Talcott, a professor at an elite Ivy League law school, entrusting 
him with 'the arrangements' - a mysterious puzzle that only Tal can unlock, and only by unearthing the 
ambiguities of his father's turbulent past. When another man is found dead, and then another, Talcott 
must risk life, marriage and reputation, following the clues his father left him.

Depth

"Braids the stories of a family in three distinct voices: Amy, who leaves her Texas home at nineteen to 
start a new life with a man she barely knows, and her two children, Jackson and Lydia, who are rocked 
by their parents' abusive relationship ... At its heart, this is a novel about family, our choices and how we 
come to live with them, what it means to be queer in the rural West, and the changing idea of home"--

The Emperor Of Ocean Park

The Last Animal by Abby Geni is that rare literary find — a remarkable series of stories unified around 
one theme: people who use the interface between the human and the natural world to contend with 
their modern challenges of love, loss, and family life. These are vibrant, weighty stories that herald 
the arrival of a young writer of surprising feeling and depth. "Terror Birds" tracks the dissolution of a 
marriage set against an ostrich farm in the sweltering Arizona desert; "Dharma at the Gate" features 
the tempest of young love as a teenaged girl must choose between man's best friend, her damaged 
boyfriend, and a beckoning future; "Captivity" follows an octopus handler at an aquarium still haunted 
by the disappearance of her brother years ago; "The Girls of Apache Bryn Mawr" details a Greek 
chorus of Jewish girls at a summer camp whose favorite counselor goes missing under suspicious 
circumstances; "In the Spirit Room" centers on a scientist suffering the heartbreaking loss of a parent 
from Alzheimer's while living in the natural history museum where they both worked; in "Fire Blight" a 
father grieving over his wife's recent miscarriage finds an outlet for comfort in their backyard garden 
and makes a surprising discovery on how to cherish living things; and in the title story, a retired woman 
traces the steps of the husband who left her thirty years ago, burning the letters he had sent along the 
way, while the luminous and exotic wildlife of the Pacific Ocean opens up to receive her. Unflinching, 
exciting, ambitious and heartfelt, The Last Animal takes readers through a menagerie of settings and 
landscapes as it underscores the connection between all living things.

Call Me Home

From the Newbery Award-winning author of THE WESTING GAME, more clever riddles and wordplay, 
clues to be found, and mysteries to be solved! Glub! Blub! Mrs. Caroline "Little Dumpling" Carillon isn't 
quite sure what to expect when she sets off to meet her husband, Leon. After all, she hasn't seen him 
since their wedding when she was five and he was seven. But their reunion is cut short when a storm 



knocks him off their boat, and he disappears completely, leaving only one very waterlogged clue (Glub! 
Blub!). Will Dumpling be able to find Leon (or is it Noel) again? And just what is a glub blub?

The Last Animal

Critically acclaimed author David Joy, whose debut, Where All Light Tends to Go, was hailed as “a 
savagely moving novel that will likely become an important addition to the great body of Southern 
literature” (The Huffington Post), returns to the mountains of North Carolina with a powerful story about 
the inescapable weight of the past. A combat veteran returned from war, Thad Broom can’t leave the 
hardened world of Afghanistan behind, nor can he forgive himself for what he saw there. His mother, 
April, is haunted by her own demons, a secret trauma she has carried for years. Between them is Aiden 
McCall, loyal to both but unable to hold them together. Connected by bonds of circumstance and duty, 
friendship and love, these three lives are blown apart when Aiden and Thad witness the accidental 
death of their drug dealer and a riot of dope and cash drops in their laps. On a meth-fueled journey to 
nowhere, they will either find the grit to overcome the darkness or be consumed by it.

The Mysterious Disappearance of Leon (I Mean Noel)

This irresistible debut, set in contemporary New York, provides a sharp, insightful look into how the 
relationship between two best friends changes when they are no longer coming of age but learning how 
to live adult lives. As close as sisters for twenty years, Sarah and Lauren have been together through 
high school and college, first jobs and first loves, the uncertainties of their twenties and the realities of 
their thirties. Sarah, the only child of a prominent intellectual and a socialite, works at a charity and is 
methodically planning her wedding. Lauren—beautiful, independent, and unpredictable—is single and 
working in publishing, deflecting her parents’ worries and questions about her life and future by trying 
not to think about it herself. Each woman envies—and is horrified by—particular aspects of the other’s 
life, topics of conversation they avoid with masterful linguistic pirouettes. Once, Sarah and Lauren were 
inseparable; for a long a time now, they’ve been apart. Can two women who rarely see one other, 
selectively share secrets, and lead different lives still call themselves best friends? Is it their abiding 
connection—or just force of habit—that keeps them together? With impeccable style, biting humor, and 
a keen sense of detail, Rumaan Alam deftly explores how the attachments we form in childhood shift 
as we adapt to our adult lives—and how the bonds of friendship endure, even when our paths diverge.

The Weight of This World

“Eerily beautiful . . . [Chaon] is the modern day John Cheever.”—Boston Sunday Globe “Powerful 
and disturbing . . . The shocks in this collection are many.”—The Washington Post These haunting, 
suspenseful stories by acclaimed author Dan Chaon feature scattered families, unfulfilled dreamers, 
anxious souls—lost, fragile, searching characters who wander between ordinary life and a psycho-
logical shadowland. They have experienced intense love or loss, grief or loneliness, displacement or 
disconnection—and exist in a twilight realm, in a place by the window late at night when the streets 
are empty and the world appears to be quiet. But it is not, and neither are you. And since you cannot 
sleep, you stay awake. “Chaon is able to create fully realized characters in mere pages. . . . This 
collection is further proof that Chaon is one of the best fiction writers working right now.”—Omaha 
World-Herald “There are not many fiction writers who can do what Dan Chaon can do. . . . [He is] a 
literary force.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer “Intense and suspenseful . . . a highly recommended work, 
not to be missed.”—Library Journal (starred review) “Mesmerizing . . . gripping, masterful fiction.”—The 
Plain Dealer “Superbly disquieting.”—The New York Times Book Review Don’t miss the exclusive 
conversation between Dan Chaon and Emma Straub at the back of the book. Look for special features 
inside. Join the Circle for author chats and more.

Rich and Pretty

“Why are you so unhappy?” That’s the question that Zeke Pappas, a thirty-three-year-old scholar, asks 
almost everybody he meets as part of an obsessive project, “The Inventory of American Unhappiness.” 
The answers he receives—a mix of true sadness and absurd complaint—create a collage of woe. 
Zeke, meanwhile, remains delightfully oblivious to the increasingly harsh realities that threaten his daily 
routine, opting instead to focus his energy on finding the perfect mate so that he can gain custody of his 
orphaned nieces. Following steps outlined in a women’s magazine, the ever-optimistic Zeke identifies 
some “prospects”: a newly divorced neighbor, a coffeehouse barista, his administrative assistant, and 
Sofia Coppola (“Why not aim high?”). A clairvoyant when it comes to the Starbucks orders of strangers, 



a quixotic renegade when it comes to the federal bureaucracy, and a devoted believer in the afternoon 
cocktail and the evening binge, Zeke has an irreverent voice that is a marvel of lacerating wit and 
heart-on-sleeve emotion, underscored by a creeping paranoia and made more urgent by the hope that 
if he can only find a wife, he might have a second chance at life.

Stay Awake

Meg Varnum. Maggie Littleton. Meg Upton. Different names for the same person, depending on the 
town, depending on the job. I'm not a con artist as much as an avenger. A righter of wrongs. But nothing 
about me is real, other than my desire to hold men like you accountable for the things you've done. I 
don't break any laws, and what I take is given willingly. I can't be blamed for how easy it is to manipulate 
you. It's a discipline involving confidence, cleverness, and deception. And now, I'm about to work my 
final trick . . . this time under my real name. Because when it's done, I want you to know who I am 
and remember what you did to me. Combining blistering pace with brilliant female characters, this is 
the unforgettable new thriller from the author of the international bestseller and number one ebook 
bestseller The Flight, called 'absolutely sensational!' by Jo Spain.

My American Unhappiness

Jessamy Harrison is eight years old. Sensitive, whimsical, possessed of a powerful imagination, she 
spends hours writing, reading or simply hiding in the dark warmth of the airing cupboard. As the 
half-and-half child of an English father and a Nigerian mother, Jess just can't shake off the feeling of 
being alone wherever she goes, and other kids are wary of her terrified fits of screaming. When she is 
taken to her mother's family compound in Nigeria, she encounters Titiola, a ragged little girl her own 
age. It seems that at last Jess has found someone who will understand her. TillyTilly knows secrets 
both big and small. But as she shows Jess just how easy it is to hurt those around her, Jess begins to 
realise that she doesn't know who TillyTilly is at all.

The Lies I Tell

“A seductive page-turner that ripples with an undercurrent of suspense.” —The Boston Globe “A 
seamless triumph of storytelling.” —Gail Godwin, author of Flora It’s 1969, and sixteen-year-old Lucy is 
about to run away with a much older man to live off the grid in rural Pennsylvania, a rash act that will have 
frightening repercussions for both her and her older sister, Charlotte. As Lucy’s default caretaker for 
most of their lives, Charlotte has always been burdened by having to be the responsible one, but never 
more so than when Lucy’s dream of a rural paradise turns into a nightmare. With precise, haunting prose 
and indelible characters, Cruel Beautiful World examines the infinitesimal distance between seduction 
and love, loyalty and duty, and most of all, tells a universal story of sisterhood and the complicated 
legacy of family. “Absorbing.” —The New York Times Book Review “Captivating.”—Los Angeles Times 
“Engrossing.” —People “Page-turning suspense.” —New York Journal of Books “Riveting.” —Marie 
Claire “Marvelous.”—The National Book Review “Hauntingly brilliant.” —Coastal Living “Gripping and 
suspenseful.” —BookPage “Moving.” —The Washington Post

The Icarus Girl

‘If there is a more inspired writer of fiction than Aleksandar Hemon currently at work in English, I haven’t 
read him. Startlingly fresh and original . . . Read and rejoice’ GQ The explosive perils of adolescence, 
a country falling apart, the overwhelming vertigo of striking out abroad: this is life in which love is only 
one of many obstacles. From Sarajevo to the darkest heart of Africa, deepest Slovenia, and the melting 
pot of Chicago, this brilliant and restlessly inventive collection is shot through with humour and truth 
– found in the most surprising of places. ‘Eccentric, witty and alive with compassion’ Observer ‘Much 
of the wonder here is in his swaggeringly supple prose, which is by turns delectably lavish and blunt 
. . . Some of the richest delights in contemporary fiction, as well as some of the best jokes’ Guardian 
‘Crackles with wit and dances with invention’ Independent ‘Infinitely vibrant and alive’ Financial Times

Cruel Beautiful World

Orange-Prize winner Valerie Martin returns with a powerful novel about love, sex and the perils of 
playing a role too well. In the seamy theatre world of 1970s New York, where rents are cheap and love 
is free, aspiring actor Edward Day joins his friends for a summer weekend on the New Jersey Shore. 
But something happens - and Edward's life will never be the same again. He is saved from drowning by 



the mysterious Guy Margate, a man with whom he shares both a marked physical resemblance and an 
implacable attraction to the beautiful, talented, neurotic Madeleine. Ever after, in encounters provoked 
by envy and resentment, Edward is torn between his desire for Madeleine and his indebtedness to the 
querulous Guy. Professional and personal jealousies come to a head when Edward is cast opposite 
Madeleine in an acclaimed production of Uncle Vanya, their respective roles painfully mirroring the 
reality of their personal situations. As the sexual tensions of the play spill over outside the theatre walls, 
Guy - Edward's reluctant saviour and now Madeleine's husband - makes the ultimate act of protest...

Love and Obstacles

The Confessions of Edward Day
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