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Pagan And Christian In An Age Of Anxiety Some Aspects
Of Religious Experience From Marcus Aurelius To Con-
stantine
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Explore the intricate interplay between Pagan and Christian beliefs during a tumultuous period marked
by widespread anxiety. This study examines aspects of religious experience, specifically focusing on
the era spanning from the reign of Marcus Aurelius to the rise of Constantine, illuminating the societal
and spiritual shifts that shaped the late Roman Empire.
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Pagan and Christian in an Age of Anxiety

Interest in the world of Late Antiquity is currently undergoing a significant revival, and in this provocative
book, now reissued in paperback, E. R. Dodds anticipated some of the themes now engaging scholars.
There is abundant material for the study of religious experience in late antiquity, and through it Professor
Dodds examines, from a sociological and psychological standpoint, the personal religious attitudes
and experiences common to pagans and Christians in the period between Marcus Aurelius and
Constantine. He looks first at general attitudes to the world and the human condition before turning to
specific types of human experience. World-hatred and asceticism, dreams and states of possession,
and pagan and Christian mysticism are all discussed. Finally Dodds considers both pagan views of
Christianity and Christian views of paganism as they emerge in the literature of the time. Although
primarily written for social and religious historians, this study will also appeal to all those interested in
the ancient world and its thought.
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Drawing on the abundant material available for the study of religious experience in late antiquity,
Professor Dodds examines the personal religious attitudes and experiences common to pagans and
Christians in the period between Marcus Aurelius and Constantine. World-hatred and asceticism,
dreams and states of possession, and pagan and Christian mysticism are all discussed. Finally, Dodds
considers both pagan views of Christianity and Christian views of paganism as they emerge in the
literature of the time. Although primarily written for social and religious historians, this study will also
appeal to all those interested in the ancient world and its thought.
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This work points to the role of Judaism, particularly its inventions of new religious life following the
destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE. The end of animal sacrifice gave rise to new forms of
worship, with a concern for personal salvation, scriptural study, and rituals like praying.

Pagan and Christian in an Age of Anxiety

Dreaming is vital to the human story. It is essential to our survival and evolution, to creative endeavors
in every field, and, quite simply, to getting us through our daily lives. All of us dream. Now Robert Moss
shows us how dreams have shaped world events and why deepening our conscious engagement
with dreaming is crucial for our future. He traces the strands of dreams through archival records and
well-known writings, weaving remarkable yet true accounts of historical figures who were influenced
by their dreams. In this wide-ranging, visionary book, Moss creates a new way to explore history and
consciousness, combining the storytelling skills of a bestselling novelist with the research acumen of
a scholar of ancient history and the personal experience of an active dreamer.

The End of Sacrifice

Challenges the consensus view of the urban character of early Christianity Demonstrates that almost
every scenario in reconstructing early Christian growth is mathematically improbable and in many case
impossible unless a rural dimension of the Christian movement is factored in Points to the likelihood

that the marginal and the rustic made up a larger part of its membership than is generally recognized.

The Secret History of Dreaming

The label 'Suicide Cults' has been applied to a wide variety of different alternative religions, from
Jonestown to the Solar Temple to Heaven's Gate. Additionally, observers have asked if such group
suicides are in any way comparable to Islamist suicide terrorism, or to historical incidents of mass
suicide, such as the mass suicide of the ancient community of Masada. Organizationally and ideologi-
cally diverse, it turns out that the primary shared trait of these various groups is a common stereotype
of religion as an irrational force that pushes fanatics to undertake acts of suicidal violence. Offering a
valuable perspective on New Religious Movements and on religion and violence, Sacred Suicide brings
together contributions from a diverse range of international scholars of sociology, religious studies and
criminology.

Who Were the First Christians?

The Shepherd of Hermas is one of the oldest and most well-attested Christian works. Its popularity
arguably exceeded that of the canonical Gospels. Many early Christian thinkers regarded the Shepherd
as authoritative and cited it in their own writings, even though its status as Scripture was controversial.
The far-reaching influence of the Shepherd during the first few centuries is attested in part by the
many languages in which it was copied: Latin, Ethiopic, Coptic, Middle Persian, and Georgian. The
early dating and wide dissemination of the Shepherd of Hermas offers us access to a period when
canonical boundaries were elastic. This volume treats religious experience in the Shepherd, a topic
that has received little scholarly attention. It complements a growing body of literature that explores the
text from social-historical perspectives. Leading scholars approach it from a variety of interdisciplinary
perspectives, including critical literary theory, anthropology, cognitive science, affect theory, gender
studies, intersectionality, and text reception. In doing so, they pose fresh questions to one of the most
widely read texts in the early church, offering new insights to scholars and students alike.

Sacred Suicide

The ten essays in Local Religion in Colonial Mexico provide information about the religious culture in
colonial Mexico.

Experiencing the Shepherd of Hermas

"In this volume, Christopher Seglenieks offers a study of the complex meaning in John's Gospel

of genuine belief, arguing it includes cognitive, relational, ethical, ongoing, and public aspects. He
compares it with Graeco-Roman religious practices and highlights the distinctiveness of Johannine
belief whose features are motivated by John's picture of Jesus." --

Local Religion in Colonial Mexico



For more than 30 years, historians have rejected what they call the ‘warfare thesis’ — the idea that there
is an inevitable conflict between religion and science — insisting that scientists and believers can live
in harmony. This book disagrees. Taking as its starting point the most famous of all such conflicts,

the Galileo affair, it argues that religious and scientific communities exhibit very different attitudes to
knowledge. Scripturally based religions not only claim a source of knowledge distinct from human
reason. They are also bound by tradition, insist upon the certainty of their beliefs, and are resistant

to radical criticism in ways in which the sciences are not. If traditionally minded believers perceive a
clash between what their faith tells them and the findings of modern science, they may well do what the
Church authorities did in Galileo’s time. They may attempt to close down the science, insisting that the
authority of God’s word trumps that of any ‘merely human’ knowledge. Those of us who value science
must take care to ensure this does not happen.

Johannine Belief and Graeco-Roman Devotion

Philosophy in the Ancient World: An Introduction_an intellectual history of the ancient world from

the eighth century B.C.E. to the fifth century C.E., from Homer to Boethius_describes and evaluates
ancient thought in its cultural setting, showing how it affected and was affected by that setting. The
greatest philosophers (Parmenides, Plato, Aristotle, Augustine) and cultural figures (Homer, Euripides,
Thucydides, Archimedes) and a number of lesser ones (Hesiod, Posidonius, Basil) receive careful
description and evaluation. Philosophy in the Ancient World is ideally suited as a supplement for
undergraduate courses in Ancient Philosophy and the History of Philosophy in the West.

Galileo and the Conflict between Religion and Science

Late Antiquity witnessed a dramatic recalibration in the economy of power, and nowhere was this more
pronounced than in the realm of religion. The transformations that occurred in this pivotal era moved
the ancient world into the Middle Ages and forever changed the way that religion was practiced. The
twenty eight studies in this volume explore this shift using evidence ranging from Latin poetic texts,

to Syriac letter collections, to the iconography of Roman churches and Merowingian mortuary goods.
They range in chronology from the late third through the early seventh centuries AD and apply varied
theories and approaches. All converge around the notion that religion is fundamentally a discourse of
power and that power in Late Antiquity was especially charged with the force of religion. The articles are
divided into eight sections which examine the power of religion in literature, theurgical power over the
divine, emperors and the deployment of religious power, limitations on the power of the ecclesiastical
hierarchy, the use of the cross as a symbol of power, Rome and its transformation as a center of power,
the power of religion in the barbarian west, and religious power in the communities of the east. This
kaleidoscope of perspectives creates a richly illuminating volume that add a new social and political
dimension to current debates about religion in Late Antiquity.

Philosophy in the Ancient World

This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of the ancient world find
reliable sources of information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever
form or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic
data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides
bibliographic information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and
editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated. A reader will discover, for
instance, the most reliable introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications
on various areas of scholarly interest within this topic. In classics, as in other disciplines, researchers
at all levels are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created
as a tool for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is just one

of many articles from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Classics, a continuously updated and growing
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through the scholarship and other materials
relevant to the study of classics. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within
the social science and humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.

The Power of Religion in Late Antiquity



This book explores the Christian religious experience of the pneuma given in 1 Corinthians 12 and 14.
The experience Paul mentions in these texts, as well as the mention of "spirits” in three different places,
suggest that Paul was actually writing about communicating with the spirit world.

Roman Religion: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide

This book deals with the making and the reuses of the divine words which were ascribed to Apollo

in the first centuries of our era. This comprehensive and historical approach analyses the oracles of
Apollo according to the various contexts ancient authors used to resort to the sacred words. This study
of the sacred texts reveals in an original manner the cultural, political, and religious life of pagans
and Christians in the Roman Empire. *** Ce livre est une étude historique de I'ensemble des oracles
attribués a Apollon aux premiers siecles de notre ére. Il envisage successivement les enjeux de la
production de ces textes sacrés et ceux de leur réutilisation par les auteurs paiens et chrétiens.

Religious Experience of the Pneuma

This volume studies how the religious structures of late antique religion (in particular Christianity) forged
the core elements that became identified with those of the Abrahamic religions after the birth of Islam.

Paroles d'Apollon

This richly illustrated book presents a history of Egyptian late antique—early Byzantine (Coptic) art in
its international stylistic, social and intellectual context.

The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity

Peter Leithart weighs what we've been taught about Constantine and claims that in focusing on these
historical mirages we have failed to notice the true significance of Constantine and Rome baptized. He
reveals how beneath the surface of this contested story there lies a deeper narrative--a tectonic shift
in the political theology of an empire--with far-reaching implications.

Transfigurations of Hellenism

Explores the interplay of medicine and religion in Western societies. Medicine and Religion is the

first book to comprehensively examine the relationship between medicine and religion in the Western
tradition from ancient times to the modern era. Beginning with the earliest attempts to heal the body
and account for the meaning of iliness in the ancient Near East, historian Gary B. Ferngren describes
how the polytheistic religions of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome and the monotheistic
faiths of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have complemented medicine in the ancient, medieval, and
modern periods. Ferngren paints a broad and detailed portrait of how humans throughout the ages have
drawn on specific values of diverse religious traditions in caring for the body. Religious perspectives
have informed both the treatment of disease and the provision of health care. And, while tensions have
sometimes existed, relations between medicine and religion have often been cooperative and mutually
beneficial. Religious beliefs provided a framework for explaining disease and suffering that was larger
than medicine alone could offer. These beliefs furnished a theological basis for a compassionate care
of the sick that led to the creation of the hospital and a long tradition of charitable medicine. Praise for
Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity, by Gary B. Ferngren "This fine work looks forward as well
as backward; it invites fuller reflection of the many senses in which medicine and religion intersect and
merits wide readership."—JAMA "An important book, for students of Christian theology who understand
health and healing to be topics of theological interest, and for health care practitioners who seek a
historical perspective on the development of the ethos of their vocation."—Journal of Religion and
Health

Defending Constantine

A unique, wide-ranging volume exploring the historical, religious, cultural, political, and social aspects
of Christian martyrdom Although a well-studied and researched topic in early Christianity, martyrdom
had become a relatively neglected subject of scholarship by the latter half of the 20th century.
However, in the years following the attack on the Twin Towers on September 11, 2001, the study

of martyrdom has experienced a remarkable resurgence. Heightened cultural, religious, and political
debates about Islamic martyrdom have, in a large part, prompted increased interest in the role of
martyrdom in the Christian tradition. The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Christian Martyrdom is a



comprehensive examination of the phenomenon from its beginnings to its role in the present day.
This timely volume presents essays written by 30 prominent scholars that explore the fundamental
concepts, key questions, and contemporary debates surrounding martyrdom in Christianity. Broad in
scope, this volume explores topics ranging from the origins, influences, and theology of martyrdom

in the early church, with particular emphasis placed on the Martyr Acts, to contemporary issues of
gender, identity construction, and the place of martyrdom in the modern church. Essays address the
role of martyrdom after the establishment of Christendom, especially its crucial contribution during
and after the Reformation period in the development of Christian and European national-building,

as well as its role in forming Christian identities in Asia, Africa, and the Americas. This important
contribution to Christian scholarship: Offers the first comprehensive reference work to examine the
topic of martyrdom throughout Christian history Includes an exploration of martyrdom and its links to
traditions in Judaism and Islam Covers extensive geographical zones, time periods, and perspectives
Provides topical commentary on Islamic martyrdom and its parallels to the Christian church Discusses
hotly debated topics such as the extent of the Roman persecution of early Christians The Wiley
Blackwell Companion to Christian Martyrdom is an invaluable resource for scholars and students of
religious studies, theology, and Christian history, as well as readers with interest in the topic of Christian
martyrdom.

Medicine and Religion

The fact that religions show internal variation and develop over time is not only a problem for believers,
but has also long engaged scholars. This is especially true for the religions of the ancient world, where
the mere idea of innovation in religious matters evoked notions of revolution and destruction. With the
emergence of new religious identities from the first century onwards, we begin to find traces of an
entirely new vision of religion. The question was not whether a particular belief was new, but whether it
was true and the two were no longer felt to be mutually exclusive. The present volume brings together
articles that study this transformation, ranging from broad overviews to detailed case-studies.

The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Christian Martyrdom

This collection of essays by contemporary historians considers how after two centuries of scholarship
we can best explain Christianity's rise to dominance.

Empsychoi Logoi — Religious Innovations in Antiquity

Biblical interpretation is not simply study of the Bible's meaning. This volume focuses on signal moments
in the histories of scriptural interpretation of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam from the ancient period
to the early modern, and shows how deeply intertwined these religions have always been.

The Spread of Christianity in the First Four Centuries

These critical essays examine ways in which political culture interacts with the world's religions, and
within the context of religious pluralism. The authors raise the issue regarding the way religion affects
political modernization, and, conversely, how social and political realities may define and determine
the boundaries of religion(s). Critical Moments in Religious History addresses issues of vital concern,
religious and political, theological and social issues that, indeed, remain critical.

Jewish Biblical Interpretation and Cultural Exchange

Through a series of original essays by leading international scholars, The Roman Empire in Context:
Historical and Comparative Perspectives offers a comparative historical analysis of the Roman empire’s
role and achievement and, more broadly, establishes Rome’s significance within comparative studies.
Fills a gap in comparative historical analysis of the Roman empire’s role and achievement Features
contributions from more than a dozen distinguished scholars from around the world Explores the
relevance of important comparativist themes of state, empire, and civilization to ancient Rome

Critical Moments in Religious History

Although it would appear in studies of late antique ecclesiastical authority and power that scholars
have covered everything, an important aspect of the urban bishop has long been neglected: his

role as demonologist and exorcist. When the emperor Constantine made Christianity the official
religion of the realm, bishops and priests everywhere struggledE to OChristianizeO the urban spaces



still dominated by Greco-Roman monuments and festivals. During this period of upheaval, when
congregants seemingly attended everything but their own OorthodoxO church, many ecclesiastical
leaders began simultaneously to promote aggressive and insidious depictions of the demonic. In City
of Demons, Dayna S. Kalleres investigates this developing discourse and the church-sponsored rituals
that went along with it, showing how shifting ecclesiastical demonologies and evolving practices of
exorcism profoundly shaped Christian life in the fourth century.

The Roman Empire in Context

Conversion has played a central role in the history of Christianity. In this first in-depth and wide-ranging
narrative history, David Kling examines the dynamic of turning to the Christian faith by individuals,
families, and people groups. Global in reach, the narrative progresses from early Christian beginnings
in the Roman world to Christianity's expansion into Europe, the Americas, China, India, and Africa.
Conversion is often associated with a particular strand of modern Christianity (evangelical) and a
particular type of experience (sudden, overwhelming). However, when examined over two millennia,
it emerges as a phenomenon far more complex than any one-dimensional profile would suggest. No
single, unitary paradigm defines conversion and no easily explicable process accounts for why people
convert to Christianity. Rather, a multiplicity of factors-historical, personal, social, geographical, the-
ological, psychological, and cultural-shape the converting process. A History of Christian Conversion
not only narrates the conversions of select individuals and peoples, it also engages current theories
and models to explain conversion, and examines recurring themes in the conversion process: divine
presence, gender and the body, agency and motivation, testimony and memory, group- and self-identity,
"authentic" and "nominal" conversion, and modes of communication. Accessible to scholars, students,
and those with a general interest in conversion, Kling's book is the most satisfying and comprehensive
account of conversion in Christian history to date; this major work will become a standard must-read
in conversion studies.

City of Demons

This multidimensional collection of essays explores the interrelation of religion, cultural identity, politics,
literature, myth, and memory during the Roman Empire by focusing on the cultural dynamics embedded
in and surrounding Philostratus s Heroikos, an early third-century C.E. dialogue about Homer and
the heroes of the Trojan War. The essays focus on ritual and literary dimensions of hero cult; cultural
and community identity reflected in the Heroikos and in early Christianity; and the cultural, literary,
and political turn toward heroes in the negotiation of difference, particularly with those outside the
Roman Empire. Contributors to this volume include classicists, archaeologists, ancient historians, and
scholars of early Christianity: Ellen Bradshaw Aitken, Susan E. Alcock, Hans Dieter Betz, Alain Blomart,
Walter Burkert, Casey Dué, Simone Follet, Sidney H. Griffith, Jackson P. Hershbell, Christopher Jones,
Jennifer K. Berenson Maclean, Francesca Mestre, Gregory Nagy, Corinne Ondine Pache, Jeffrey
Rusten, M. Rahim Shayegan, James C. Skedros, and Tim Whitmarsh.Paperback edition is available
from the Society of Biblical Literature (www.sbl-site.org).

A History of Christian Conversion

Primary Sources for Ancient History Volume II: The Roman World By: Gary Forsythe The Roman
Empire lasted for more than a millennia. From a small city it grew to encompass almost 1.7 million
miles. It's innovations in warfare, politics, and the arts continue to influence the Western world. Primary
Sources for Ancient History: Volume II: The Roman World is a comprehensive selection of ancient
writings to supplement a narrative history. Arranged both chronologically and thematically, this work
shows how the Empire was shaped by the thoughts, religions, and systems of the people it conquered.
These documents show how a variety of Romans examined the rights of the individual against the
government, economic disparity, political scandals, multiculturalism - issues we continue to face today.
Beginning with Plutarch’s retelling of the mythological founding of the Roman Kingdom to the Republic
expansion, to the consolidation of later emperors, and the final dissolution from Germanic invasions,
this is a comprehensive overview of the history and culture of the Roman Empire. While emphasis is
placed on the writings of classic historians such as Livy, Josephus, Marcellinus, and more, the collection
is enriched with a variety of contemporary documents. Cicero’s gossipy letters, political graffiti, and
funeral eulogies allow life in the Empire to come across in a fresh and contemporary way. The Roman
World is a valuable resource that shows not only how we have come to understand the Roman Empire,
but how the Roman Empire viewed and defined itself.

Philostratus's Heroikos



This study was defended as a dissertation in Groningen (1998). The first monograph in the series, it
studies the Acts of John in its second-century context and sheds new light on the text, which was
probably written in Asia Minor before the year 150 AD. Lalleman shows that both the Gnostic and the
non-Gnostic sections of the Acts of John owe much more to the canonical books of the New Testament
than has been assumed. The enigma of the Gnostic section is solved by the discovery that it forms
the second stage of initiation into a Gnostic form of Christianity. Read in this way, both sections of the
Acts of John turn out to be important steps on the trajectory from the Fourth Gospel to Gnosticism.
Penetrating investigations of the Christology and the attitude towards asceticism in the Acts of John
complete the book.

Primary Sources for Ancient History

Much attention has been devoted in recent years to Christian asceticism in Late Antiquity. But
Christianity did not introduce asceticism to the ancient world. An underlying theme of this fascinating
study of pagan asceticism is that much of the work on Christian &"holy men&" has ignored earlier
manifestations of asceticism in Antiquity and the way Roman society confronted it. Accordingly, James
Francis turns to the second century, the &"balmy late afternoon of Rome's classical empire,&" when
the conflict between asceticism and authority reached a turning point. Francis begins with the emperor
Marcus Aurelius (121&-180), who warned in his Meditations against &"display[ing] oneself as a man
keen to impress others with a reputation for asceticism or beneficence.&" The Stoic Aurelius saw ascetic
self-discipline as a virtue, but one to be exercised in moderation. Like other Roman aristocrats of his
day, he perceived practitioners of ostentatious physical asceticism as a threat to prevailing norms and
the established order. Prophecy, sorcery, miracle working, charismatic leadership, expressions of social
discontent, and advocacy of alternative values regarding wealth, property, marriage, and sexuality were
the issues provoking the controversy. If Aurelius defined the acceptable limits of ascetical practice, then
the poet Lucian depicted the threat ascetics were perceived to pose to the social status quo through
his biting satire. In an eye-opening analysis of Philostratus's Life of Apollonius of Tyana, Francis shows
how Roman society reined in its deviant ascetics by &"rehabilitating&" them into pillars of traditional
values. Celsus's True Doctrine shows how the views pagans held of their own ascetics influenced their
negative view of Christianity. Finally, Francis points out striking parallels between the conflict over pagan
asceticism and its Christian counterpart. By treating pagan asceticism seriously in its own right, Francis
establishes the context necessary for understanding the great flowering of asceticism in Late Antiquity

The Acts of John

Late antiquity extends from the accession of the Christian emperor Constantine to the rise of Muham-
mad and early Islam (ca. 300-700 AD). This volume takes account of the scholarship published in the
last 30 years and provide a foundational synthesis for students of late antiquity.

Subversive Virtue

A comprehensive and accessible introduction to the major topics in philosophy designed to be used
as a companion to any undergraduate philosophy course.



The Oxford Handbook of Late Antiquity

This concise history of how the Christian Church grew between 32 and 380 focuses on the anonymous
Christians who formed diverse congregations as they guided their communities through the age of the
Apostles, violent martyrdoms, and to the establishment of the Roman Church. Readers will understand
why people converted to Christianity in the first three centuries and learn about the rich diversity of the
early church as people interpreted the new religion in different ways. This book explores how Christian
interactions with the Roman empire led to violent persecutions and martyrdoms, and eventually the
fourth-century establishment of the top-down Roman Church. Readers also become familiar with
Christian texts during this period — some became Scripture and some were rejected, but all were
written to make sense of the Jewish and Christian experience in the Roman Empire. These written
memories shaped the future of the church. It also explores how early Christian lives were shaped by
the religious rituals and preaching of their new and changing faith. In addition, maps, illustrations, and
charts of Christian texts help tell this fascinating story. The First Christian Communities, 32 - 380 CE
is an accessible and valuable resource suitable for students working on Christian history, and Roman
and Late Antique social, political and religious history, as well as general readers who are interested
in the origins of Christianity.

Fundamentals of Philosophy

Eckhard J. Schnabel, author of the monumental scholarly study Early Christian Mission (2 volumes),
gives us an overview of Paul's missionary practices, strategies and methods, and then weighs
contemporary evangelical missiology and practice in light of Paul.

The First Christian Communities, 32 - 380 CE

The people of the late ancient Mediterranean world thought about and encountered gods, angels,
demons, heroes, and other spirits on a regular basis. These figures were diverse, ambiguous, and
unclassified and were not ascribed any clear or stable moral valence. Whether or not they were
helpful or harmful under specific circumstances determined if and what virtues were attributed to
them. That all changed in the third century C.E., when a handful of Platonist philosophers—Plotinus,
Origen, Porphyry, and lamblichus—began to produce competing systematic discourses that ordered
the realm of spirits in moral and ontological terms. In Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority, Heidi
Marx-Wolf recounts how these Platonist philosophers organized the spirit world into hierarchies, or
"spiritual taxonomies," positioning themselves as the high priests of the highest gods in the process. By
establishing themselves as experts on sacred, ritual, and doctrinal matters, they were able to fortify their
authority, prestige, and reputation. The Platonists were not alone in this enterprise, and it brought them
into competition with rivals to their new authority: priests of traditional polytheistic religions and gnostics.
Members of these rival groups were also involved in identifying and ordering the realm of spirits and
in providing the ritual means for dealing with that realm. Using her lens of spiritual taxonomy to look
at these various groups in tandem, Marx-Wolf demonstrates that Platonist philosophers, Christian and
non-Christian priests, and gnostics were more interconnected socially, educationally, and intellectually
than previously recognized.

Paul the Missionary

Late Antiquity seems to retreat in silence. However, Nietzsche drew attention to the fact that what we
know about antique philosophy are not the voices of Plato or Aristotle that once sounded in Athens, nor
those of Cicero or Seneca in Rome. They have come to us as perceived by the authors of the waning
of the classical world, the world of Late Antiquity. This was a world about to perish, characterised by
the decline of the Roman Empire and its legal system, and the tensions between the philosophy and
paganism of Antiquity and Christianity. The medieval and our contemporary world are based on the
works of Late Antiquity. This book discusses the disappearance of the foundation of philosophy: the
knowledge and use of the Greek language; the birth of time as being merely temporary; the fall of
the flesh; the role of women in the period; and the growing awareness of the approach of death. The
boundaries of being become more emphatic and closer.

Spiritual Taxonomies and Ritual Authority

This is the first of a two-volume collection of studies in inconsistencies in Greek and Roman religion.
Their common aim is to argue for the historical relevance of various types of ambiguity and dissonance.



The first volume focuses on the central paradoxes in ancient henotheism. The term 'henotheism'’ -- a
modern formation after the stereotyped acclamation: #EIS O QEOS# ("one is the god"), common to
early Christianity and contemporaneous paganism -- denotes the specific devotion to one particular god
without denying the existence of, or even cultic attention to, other gods. After its prime in the twenties
and thirties of this century the term fell into disuse. Nonetheless, the notion of henotheism represents

one of the most remarkable and significant shifts in Graeco-Roman religion and hence deserves fresh
reconsideration.

Philosophy in Late Antiquity

Inconsistencies in Greek and Roman Religion. 1, Ter Unus
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