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Do Humankinds Best Days Lie Ahead
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development 

Explore the profound question: Do humankind's best days truly lie ahead? This article delves into the 
trajectory of human progress, examining current trends and future possibilities to offer an insightful 
outlook on the future of humanity and our potential for unprecedented achievements or challenges.

Every dissertation document is available in downloadable format.

We would like to thank you for your visit.
This website provides the document Future Of Humanity Outlook you have been search-
ing for.
All visitors are welcome to download it completely free.

The authenticity of the document is guaranteed.
We only provide original content that can be trusted.
This is our way of ensuring visitor satisfaction.

Use this document to support your needs.
We are always ready to offer more useful resources in the future.
Thank you for making our website your choice.

Across countless online repositories, this document is in high demand.
You are fortunate to find it with us today.
We offer the entire version Future Of Humanity Outlook at no cost.

Do Humankind's Best Days Lie Ahead?

‘It’s just a brute fact that we don’t throw virgins into volcanoes any more. We don’t execute people for 
shoplifting a cabbage. And we used to.’ –Steven Pinker ‘The idea that because things have gotten 
better in the past they will continue to do so in the future is a fallacy I would have thought confined to 
the lower reaches of Wall Street.’ –Malcolm Gladwell In a world driven by technology and globalization, 
is humanity approaching a Golden Age or is the notion of progress a Western delusion? Four of the 
world’s most renowned thinkers take on one of the biggest debates of the modern era…

The Pursuit of Development

CHAPTER 8: THE FUTURE OF DEVELOPMENT -- Index

Should We Tax the Rich More?

As middle-class incomes stagnate in advanced economies while the rich experience record income 
gains, the eleventh semi-annual Munk Debate pits wealth redistribution supporters Paul Krugman and 
George Papandreou against Newt Gingrich and Arthur Laffer to debate taxation — should the rich 
pay more? For some the answer is obvious: redistribute the wealth of the top income earners who 
have enjoyed, for almost a generation, the lion’s share of all income gains. Imposing higher taxes 
on the wealthy is the best way for countries such as Canada to reinvest in their social safety nets, 
education, and infrastructure while protecting the middle class. Others argue that anemic economic 
growth, not income inequality, is the real problem facing advanced countries. In a globalized economy, 
raising taxes on society’s wealth creators leads to capital flight, falling government revenues, and less 
money for the poor. These same voices contend that lowering taxes on everyone stimulates innovation 
and investment, fuelling future prosperity. In this edition of the Munk Debates — Canada’s premier 
international debate series — Nobel Prize–winning economist Paul Krugman and former Prime Minster 
of Greece George Papandreou square off against former Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives 
Newt Gingrich and famed economist Arthur Laffer to debate if the rich should bear the brunt of higher 
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taxes. For the first time ever, this stimulating debate, which will take place in front of a sold-out audience, 
will be available in print. With advanced countries facing overextended social services, crumbling 
infrastructure, and sluggish economic growth, the Munk Debate on economic inequality tackles the 
essential public policy issue: Should we tax the rich more?

The Stuff of Thought

The Stuff of Thought is an exhilarating work of non-fiction. Surprising, thought-provoking and incredibly 
enjoyable, there is no other book like it - Steven Pinker will revolutionise the way you think about 
language. He analyses what words actually mean and how we use them, and he reveals what this 
can tell us about ourselves. He shows how we use space and motion as metaphors for more abstract 
ideas, and uncovers the deeper structures of human thought that have been shaped by evolutionary 
history. He also explores the emotional impact of language, from names to swear words, and shows 
us the full power that it can have over us. And, with this book, he also shows just how stimulating and 
entertaining language can be.

Genome: The Autobiography of a Species in 23 Chapters

The most important investigation of genetic science since The Selfish Gene, from the author of the 
critically acclaimed and best-selling The Red Queen and The Origins of Virtue.

The Stories of English

When and why did 'thou' disappear from Standard English? Would a Victorian Cockney have said 'ob-
servation' or 'hobservation'? Was Jane Austen making a mistake when she wrote 'Jenny and James are 
walked to Charmonth this afternoon'? This superbly well-informed - and also wonderfully entertaining - 
history of the English language answers all these questions, showing how the many strands of English 
(Standard English, dialect and slang among them) developed to create the richly-varied language of 
today.

The Absolved

It's 2036. Henri is a wealthy physician, husband, father, and serial philanderer. He is also one of the 
relatively few people to still have a job. Automation and other technological advances have led to 
unemployment so severe that many people are no longer expected to work and are now known as 
The Absolved. Meanwhile, it's election season, and a candidate from a radical fringe party called the 
Luddites is calling for an end to the Divine Rights of Machines. After Henri is displaced from his job, two 
Luddite sympathizers—whom Henri has befriended at his local bar—frame him for an anti-technology 
terrorist act. The prospect of Henri's salvation comes at the cost of foregoing his guiding principles in 
life. This new vision for the world, after all, just might prove better than the technological advancements 
that, paradoxically, have left humanity out in the cold.

The End of the Liberal Order?

Is it time to reaffirm our liberal values? Or are we seeing the birth-pangs of a new era? Two great 
thinkers debate the question burning behind headlines across the world. ‘No civilization, no matter how 
mighty it may appear to itself, is indestructible.’ –Niall Ferguson ‘We do not need to invent the world 
anew. The international order established by the United States after World War II is in need of expansion 
and repair, but not reconception.’ –Fareed Zakaria Fears of a globalized world are rampant. Across the 
West, borders are being reasserted and old alliances tested to their limits. Could this be the end of the 
liberal order or will the major crises of the twenty-first century strengthen our resolve?

Nigeria's Soldiers of Fortune

In the cataclysmic decade that is the focus of this book, Nigeria was subject to several near-death 
experiences. These began when the country nearly tore itself apart after the northern-led military 
government annulled the results of a 1993 presidential election won by the southerner Moshood 
Abiola, and ended with former military ruler General Olusegun Obasanjo being the unlikely conduit 
of democracy. This mini-history of a nation's life also reflects on three mesmerizing protagonists who 
personified that era. First up is Abiola: the multi-billionaire businessman who had his election victory 
voided by the generals who made him rich, and who was later assassinated. General Sani Abacha was 
the mysterious, reclusive ruler under whose watch Abiola was arrested and pro-democracy activists 



(including Abiola's wife) were murdered. He also oversaw a terrifying Orwellian state security operation. 
Although Abacha is today reviled as a tyrant, the author eschews selective amnesia, reminding 
Nigerians that they goaded him into seizing power. The third protagonist is Obasanjo, who emerged 
from prison to return to power as an elected civilian leader. The penumbra of military rule still looms 
over Nigeria nearly twenty years after the soldiers departed, and key personalities featured in this book 
remain in government, including the current president.

Class, Ethnicity, and Democracy in Nigeria

The overthrow in January 1966 of Nigeria’s First Republic erased what had been regarded as perhaps 
the most promising prospect for liberal democracy in post-colonial Africa. Marking the sweeping 
failure of parliamentary institutions across a continent of new nations, it accelerated the slide into a 
ghastly civil war. Class, Ethnicity and Democracy is the first scholarly study to analyze the evolution, 
decay, and failure of Nigeria’s First Republic and to weigh this crucial experience against theories 
of the conditions for stable democratic government. Rejecting explanations that focus on political 
culture, political institutions, or ethnic competition and conflict, Larry Diamond identifies the root of 
Nigeria’s democratic failure in the interrelationship between class, ethnic and state structures. This 
led the emergent dominant class in each region to mobilize and exploit ethnicity and to trample the 
democratic process in furious competition for state control, since that control was the primary means 
for accumulating wealth and consolidating class dominance. Tracing the polarization of conflict and the 
erosion of legitimacy through five major crises, Diamond presents a new methodology for analyzing 
the persistence and failure of democracies and points to the relationship between state and society as 
a crucial determinant of the possibility for liberal democracy.

Atrocitology

Was the twentieth century the most violent in history? Are religions or tyrants, capitalism or communism 
the cause of most human suffering? Has violence increased or decreased over the course of history? 
In this wholly original and remarkably ambitious work, 'Atrocitologist' Matthew White considers man's 
inhumanity to man across several thousand years of history. From the First Punic War and the collapse 
of Mayan rule, to the reign of Peter the Great and the cataclysmic events of the Second World War, 
White's epic book spans centuries and civilisations as it measures the hundred most violent events 
in human history. While sceptical of any grand theory for the causes of human violence, White does 
share three big lessons gleaned from his careful statistical analysis: one, chaos is more deadly than 
tyranny; two, the world is even more disorganised than we realise; and three, wars kill more civilians 
than soldiers (in fact, the army is usually the safest place to be). If we study history to avoid the mistakes 
of the past, then there can be no more important place to start than this eye-opening and entertaining 
book.

Rationality

A TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 2021 'Punchy, funny and invigorating ... Pinker is the high priest of 
rationalism' Sunday Times 'If you've ever considered taking drugs to make yourself smarter, read 
Rationality instead. It's cheaper, more entertaining, and more effective' Jonathan Haidt, author of The 
Righteous Mind In the twenty-first century, humanity is reaching new heights of scientific understanding 
- and at the same time appears to be losing its mind. How can a species that discovered vaccines for 
Covid-19 in less than a year produce so much fake news, quack cures and conspiracy theorizing? In 
Rationality, Pinker rejects the cynical cliché that humans are simply an irrational species - cavemen 
out of time fatally cursed with biases, fallacies and illusions. After all, we discovered the laws of nature, 
lengthened and enriched our lives and set the benchmarks for rationality itself. Instead, he explains, 
we think in ways that suit the low-tech contexts in which we spend most of our lives, but fail to take 
advantage of the powerful tools of reasoning we have built up over millennia: logic, critical thinking, 
probability, causal inference, and decision-making under uncertainty. These tools are not a standard 
part of our educational curricula, and have never been presented clearly and entertainingly in a single 
book - until now. Rationality matters. It leads to better choices in our lives and in the public sphere, and 
is the ultimate driver of social justice and moral progress. Brimming with insight and humour, Rationality 
will enlighten, inspire and empower. 'A terrific book, much-needed for our time' Peter Singer

Global Turning Points



The twenty-first century is replete with uncertainty and complexity: game-changing events and trends 
are transforming the world beyond recognition. For the first time in human history more people live 
in cities than in the countryside and greater numbers suffer from obesity than from hunger. Emerging 
economies now represent half of the global economy and during the next few decades India will be 
the biggest country in terms of population, China the largest in output and the United States the 
richest among the major economies on a per capita income basis. Food and water shortages will likely 
become humankind's most important challenge. In this accessible introduction, Mauro Guillén and 
Emilio Ontiveros deploy the tools of economics, sociology and political science to provide an analytical 
perspective on both the problems and opportunities facing business in the modern world.

Invitation to Sociology

DIVThe most popularly read, adapted, anthologized, and incorporated primer on sociology ever 
written for modern readers/divDIV /divDIVAcclaimed scholar and sociologist Peter L. Berger lays the 
groundwork for a clear understanding of sociology in his straightforward introduction to the field, 
much loved by students, professors, and general readers. Berger aligns sociology in the humanist 
tradition—revealing its relationship to the humanities and philosophy—and establishes its importance in 
thinking critically about the modern world./divDIV /divDIVThroughout, Berger presents the contributions 
of some of the most important sociologists of the time, including Max Weber, Émile Durkheim, Vilfredo 
Pareto, and Thorstein Veblen./div

The Blank Slate

'A passionate defence of the enduring power of human nature ... both life-affirming and deeply 
satisfying' Daily Telegraph Recently many people have assumed that we are blank slates shaped by 
our environment. But this denies the heart of our being: human nature. Violence is not just a product 
of society; male and female minds are different; the genes we give our children shape them more than 
our parenting practices. To acknowledge our innate abilities, Pinker shows, is not to condone inequality, 
but to understand the very foundations of humanity. 'Brilliant ... enjoyable, informative, clear, humane' 
New Scientist 'If you think the nature-nurture debate has been resolved, you are wrong ... this book 
is required reading' Literary Review 'An original and vital contribution to science and also a rattling 
good read' Matt Ridley, Sunday Telegraph 'Startling ... This is a breath of air for a topic that has been 
politicized for too long' Economist

The Yugas

Millions are wondering what the future holds for mankind, and if we are soon due for a world-changing 
global shift. Paramhansa Yogananda (author of the classic Autobiography of a Yogi) and his teacher, 
Sri Yukteswar, offered key insights into this subject. They presented a fascinating explanation of the 
rising and falling eras that our planet cycles through every 24,000 years. According to their teachings, 
we have recently passed through the low ebb in that cycle and are moving to a higher age—an Energy 
Age that will revolutionize the world. Over one hundred years ago Yukteswar predicted that we would 
live in a time of extraordinary change, and that much that we believe to be fixed and true—our entire 
way of looking at the world — would be transformed and uplifted. In The Yugas, authors Joseph Selbie 
and David Steinmetz present substantial and intriguing evidence from the findings of historians and 
scientists that demonstrate the truth of Yukteswar’s and Yogananda’s revelations.

Descendants of Power

When the 1% flees a climate-ravaged Earth for a luxury Martian colony, will the survivors left behind 
build a new utopia or collapse into post-apocalyptic chaos? Earth has devolved into corporate feudal-
ism. The mega corporation NewOrigin promises a quick escape from an Earth made uninhabitable by 
global warming, and a fresh start on their new Martian colony. But when a whistleblower reveals that the 
colony has the capacity to hold only a tiny fraction of the Earth's population, the ultra elite stampede 
for a standing spot near the bathroom on the last shuttle to Mars. There is Liam and his daughter 
Jemima, distant relatives of the CEO of NewOrigin, who battle against Earth's remaining billionaires in 
a race to the Skylift shuttle minutes before its last launch. Then there is Finbar, an establishment loyalist 
working at one of the largest social media networks on Earth. If she just keeps her head down and 
ignores the rioters outside, her contract promises her a golden ticket to Mars. But does the new colony 
really offer salvation? NewOrigin's rule becomes increasingly authoritarian in the struggle to control an 
overflowing population. Florentine, the once tech-billionaire, finds himself a member of the overstuffed 



colony's burgeoning underclass. In a world of only the powerful, who will dominate, who will revolt, and 
who will be left when the dust clears? Earth and Mars evolve in parallel over the next one hundred 
years. One society runs from its mistakes, while the other must meet them head on. When Tsunami, 
the great granddaughter of the once mighty NewOrigin CEO, flees Mars to beg political asylum on 
Earth, old resentments must be confronted in a planetary-wide, precedent-setting immigration hearing. 
Descendants of Power is darkly comedic science fiction at its best, merging rising fears of climate 
apocalypse with dreams of Martian colonization as it strives to answer the question: can we outrun our 
own human nature?

The Ingenuity Gap

Is our world becoming too complex and too fast-paced to manage? The challenges facing human 
societies - from international financial crises and global climate change to pandemics of tuberculosis 
and AIDS - converge, intertwine, and often remain largely beyond our ken. Most of us suspect that 
the 'experts' don't really know what's going on and that as a species we have released forces that are 
neither managed nor manageable. This is the 'ingenuity gap' - the term coined by Thomas Homer-Dixon 
- the critical gap between our need for practical and innovative ideas to solve complex problems and our 
actual supply of those ideas. Homer-Dixon shows us how, in our complex world, while poor countries 
are particularly vulnerable to ingenuity gaps, our own rich countries are no longer immune. When the 
gap widens political disintegration and violent upheaval can result, reaching into our own economies 
and daily lives in subtle, unforeseen ways.

The Light of Other Days

In the most exciting SF collaboration ever, Arthur C. Clarke and his acknowledged heir Stephen Baxter 
pool talent and unprecedented cosmic insights as well as page-turning plotting skills and breathlessly 
good writing to produce the most awesome novel of the future since 2001: A Space Odyssey.

A State at Any Cost

The definitive biography of Israel's founder by one of Israel's most celebrated historians. As the founder 
of Israel, David Ben-Gurion long ago secured his reputation as a leading figure of the twentieth 
century. Determined from an early age to create a Jewish state, he took control of the Zionist 
movement, declared Israel's independence, and navigated his country through wars, controversies 
and remarkable achievements. In this definitive biography, Tom Segev uses previously unreleased 
archival material to give an original, nuanced account that transcends the myths and legends that 
have built up around the man. He reveals Ben-Gurion's secret negotiations with the British on the 
eve of Israel's independence, his willingness to countenance the forced transfer of Arab neighbors, 
his relative indifference to Jerusalem, and his occasional eccentric moments – from UFO sightings to 
plans for Israel to acquire territory in South America. The result is a full and startling portrait of a man 
who sought a state 'at any cost' – at times through risk-taking, violence, and unpredictability, and at 
other times through compromise, moderation and reason. Segev's Ben-Gurion is neither a saint nor 
a villain but a twentieth-century leader whose iron will and complex temperament left a contentious 
legacy, and one of the world's most intractable national conflicts. Praise for A State at Any Cost: 'A 
must for anybody interested in both the glorious and the dark pages of the history of Zionism and 
Israel, as reflected throughout the life and times of the Jewish State's most important founding father' 
SAUL FRIEDLÄNDER 'The story of a hard-headed, pragmatic and ruthless politician, told without 
sentimentality or nostalgia. It also serves as a key to understanding today's Israel, which is still very 
much Ben-Gurion's creation' THE TIMES 'Fascinating... A masterly portrait of a titanic yet unfulfilled 
man... This is a gripping study of power, and the loneliness of power' THE ECONOMIST

The Year the World Went Mad

'An essential book.' -Matt Ridley In January 2020, leading epidemiologist Professor Mark Woolhouse 
learned of a new virus taking hold in China. He immediately foresaw a hard road ahead for the 
entire world, and emailed the Chief Medical Officer of Scotland warning that the UK should urgently 
begin preparations. A few days later he received a polite reply stating only that everything was under 
control. In this astonishing account, Mark Woolhouse shares his story as an insider, having served 
on advisory groups to both the Scottish and UK governments. He reveals the disregarded advice, 
frustration of dealing with politicians, and the missteps that led to the deaths of vulnerable people, 
damage to livelihoods and the disruption of education. He explains the follies of lockdown and sets 



out the alternatives. Finally, he warns that when the next pandemic comes, we must not dither and we 
must not panic; never again should we make a global crisis even worse. The Year the World Went Mad 
puts our recent, devastating, history in a completely new light.

Homo Deus (Tamil)

“®©¿¤°Í•³Í •ŸµÁ³°È•Í •£ÍŸÁª¿Ÿ¿¤Í¤ªË¤Á µ°²¾±Á ¤ÊŸ™Í•¿¯¤Á. ®©¿¤°Í•³Ç •ŸµÁ³°¾• ®¾±Á®ÍªË¤Á µ°²¾±Á ®ÁŸ¿µÁ•Í•Á µ¨Í¤Áµ¿ŸÁ®Í.” - ¯Áµ¾²Í ¨Ëµ¾ ¹°¾°¿ ¹Ë®Ë šÇªÍª¿¯©Í¸Í ¹Ë®Ë Ÿ¿¯¸¾• (²¤Í¤À©Í ®Ê´¿¯¿²Í ‘Ÿ¿¯¸Í’ Ž©Í±¾²Í •ŸµÁ³Í; ¹Ë®Ë Ÿ¿¯¸Í Ž©Í±¾²Í ®©¿¤•Í •ŸµÁ³Í) ®¾±¿•Í •Ê£ÍŸ¿°Á•Í•¿©Í±© ‡¨Í¨Ç°¤Í¤¿²Í, ¨®•Í•Á ¨¾®Ç Ž¤Í¤•È¯ ¤²Èµ¿¤¿•³È ¨¿°Í£¯¿¤Í¤Á•Í •Ê³Í³ªÍ ªË•¿±Ë®Í? ª°¿£¾® µ³°ÍšÍš¿¯¿©Í ®Á¤©Í®È †±Í±²¾© ‡¯±Í•È¤Í ¤Ç°Í¨Í¤ÆŸÁªÍªÁšÍ šÆ¯²Í®Á±È¯¿©Í ‡Ÿ¤Í¤ÈšÍ šÆ¯±Í•È¤Í ¤Ç°Í¨Í¤ÆŸÁªÍªÁšÍ šÆ¯²Í®Á±È ŽŸÁ¤Í¤Á•Í •Ê³Í³Á®ÍªË¤Á ®©¿¤•Á²¤Í¤¿©Í Ž¤¿°Í•¾²®Í ŽµÍµ¾±Á ®¾±Á®Í? ¨®Í®ÁŸÈ¯ µ¿°ÁªÍª™Í•³È¯Á®Í …°š¿¯²Í ¤Ç°Í¨Í¤ÆŸÁªÍªÁ•³È¯Á®Í ª±Í±¿ ¨®Í®Èµ¿Ÿ …¤¿•®¾• •Â•Á³Á®Í ®Á•¨Â²Á®Í ¤Æ°¿¨Í¤Á µÈ¤Í¤¿°Á•Í•Á®ÍªË¤Á œ©¨¾¯•¤Í¤¿©Í ¨¿²È®È Ž©Í©µ¾•Á®Í? •£¿©¿•³Í ®©¿¤°Í•³¿©Í µÇ²È•³ÈªÍ ª±¿¤Í¤Á•Í •Ê£ÍŸÁ, ‘ª¯©±Í± µ°Í•Í•®Í’ Ž©Í± ’°Á ªÁ¤¿¯, ®¿•ªÍ ª µ°Í•Í•¤Í¤È¤Í ¤Ë±Í±Áµ¿•Í•Á®ÍªË¤Á, …°š¿©Í ®¾©¿¯ ‰¤µ¿¯ËŸÁ µ¾´Á®Í ®•Í•³È ‰³Í³Ÿ•Í•¿¯ ¨¾ŸÁ•³Á•Í•Á Ž©Í© ¨Ç°Á®Í? ¨®Í®ÁŸÈ¯ šÊ¨Í¤ …´¿µÁ š•Í¤¿•³¿Ÿ®¿°Á¨Í¤Á ‡¨Í¤ ®Æ©Í®È¯¾© ‰²•¤Í¤È¯Á®Í ’ŸÍŸÁ®Ê¤Í¤ ®©¿¤•Á²¤Í¤È¯Á®Í ¨¾®Í ŽµÍµ¾±Á ª¾¤Á•¾ªÍªË®Í? ¨®Í®È …¤¿° µÈ•Í•¿©Í±© ‡¤Á ªË©Í± ª² •Ç³Íµ¿•³È ¨®Í®È ¨Ë•Í•¿ •µ¿, šÁµ¾°š¿¯®¾•µÁ®Í š¿¨Í¤©È¯È¤Í ¤Â£ÍŸÁ®Í µ¿¤¤Í¤¿²Á®Í …µ±Í±Á•Í•Á ‡¨Í¨Â²¿²Í µ¿ŸÈ •¾£ ®Á¯±Íš¿¤Í¤Á³Í³¾°Í ªÇ°¾š¿°¿¯°Í ¹°¾°¿. 21®Í ¨Â±Í±¾£ÍŸÈšÍ šÆ¤Á•Í•¿ µŸ¿µ®È•Í••Í•ÂŸ¿¯ ‡©¿¯ •©µÁ•³È¯Á®Í •ÊŸÁ™Í•©µÁ•³È¯Á®Í ª±Í±¿¯ ’°Á µÆ³Í³ËŸÍŸ¤Í¤È ¹Ë®Ë Ÿ¿¯¸Í Ž©Á®Í ‡¨Í¨Â²Í ¨®•Í•Á•Í •ÊŸÁ•Í•¿±¤Á.

The Clock Of The Long Now

Using the designing and building of the Clock of the Long Now as a framework, this is a book about 
the practical use of long time perspective: how to get it, how to use it, how to keep it in and out of 
sight. Here are the central questions it inspires: How do we make long-term thinking automatic and 
common instead of difficult and rare? Discipline in thought allows freedom. One needs the space and 
reliability to predict continuity to have the confidence not to be afraid of revolutions Taking the time 
to think of the future is more essential now than ever, as culture accelerates beyond its ability to be 
measured Probable things are vastly outnumbered by countless near-impossible eventualities. Reality 
is statistically forced to be extraordinary; fiction is not allowed this freedom This is a potent book that 
combines the chronicling of fantastic technology with equally visionary philosophical inquiry.

Dune

NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE directed by Denis Villeneuve and starring Timothée Chalamet, 
Zendaya, Jason Momoa, Rebecca Ferguson, Oscar Isaac, Josh Brolin, Stellan Skarsgård, Dave 
Bautista, Stephen McKinley Henderson, Chang Chen, Charlotte Rampling, and Javier Bardem A 
deluxe hardcover edition of the best-selling science-fiction book of all time—part of Penguin Galaxy, a 
collectible series of six sci-fi/fantasy classics, featuring a series introduction by Neil Gaiman Winner of 
the AIGA + Design Observer 50 Books | 50 Covers competition Science fiction’s supreme masterpiece, 
Dune will be forever considered a triumph of the imagination. Set on the desert planet Arrakis, it is the 
story of the boy Paul Atreides, who will become the mysterious man known as Muad’Dib. Paul’s noble 
family is named stewards of Arrakis, whose sands are the only source of a powerful drug called “the 
spice.” After his family is brought down in a traitorous plot, Paul must go undercover to seek revenge, and 
to bring to fruition humankind’s most ancient and unattainable dream. A stunning blend of adventure 
and mysticism, environmentalism and politics, Dune won the first Nebula Award, shared the Hugo 
Award, and formed the basis of what is undoubtedly the grandest epic in science fiction. Penguin Galaxy 
Six of our greatest masterworks of science fiction and fantasy, in dazzling collector-worthy hardcover 
editions, and featuring a series introduction by #1 New York Times bestselling author Neil Gaiman, 
Penguin Galaxy represents a constellation of achievement in visionary fiction, lighting the way toward 
our knowledge of the universe, and of ourselves. From historical legends to mythic futures, monuments 
of world-building to mind-bending dystopias, these touchstones of human invention and storytelling 
ingenuity have transported millions of readers to distant realms, and will continue for generations to 
chart the frontiers of the imagination. The Once and Future King by T. H. White Stranger in a Strange 
Land by Robert A. Heinlein Dune by Frank Herbert 2001: A Space Odyssey by Arthur C. Clarke The Left 
Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. Le Guin Neuromancer by William Gibson For more than seventy years, 
Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more 
than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history 
and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced 
by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date 
translations by award-winning translators.

The Heart of man

What is real? What is the foundation of right and wrong? How can we know? There are many ways to 
answer these questions—Western religious views in which humanity is part of God’s creation, Eastern 
religious views in which delusion traps humanity in a cycle of reincarnation, and secular views in which 
humanity evolved as part of the material universe driven by nothing other than the impersonal forces of 
evolution. Each of these views paints unique and comprehensive pictures of the world to convey their 
vision. These pictures are as different from each other as if they were of three different lands separated 
from each other by patrolled borders. The border between Eastern and Western religions is guarded 
by arguments over the nature of the divine and rational versus experiential approaches to salvation. 
Both of these territories are separated from the land of scientific atheists who deny the existence of any 



supernatural reality and see the scientific method as the sole valid arbiter of truth. This book presents 
all three views for non-specialists, enabling readers to enter them imaginatively. It then compares these 
approaches on different contemporary topics. This book is for anyone who wonders why people believe 
what they do.

Pedagogy of the Oppressed

Why has the flow of big, world-changing ideas slowed down? A provocative look at what happens next 
at the frontiers of human knowledge. The history of humanity is the history of big ideas that expand our 
frontiers—from the wheel to space flight, cave painting to the massively multiplayer game, monotheistic 
religion to quantum theory. And yet for the past few decades, apart from a rush of new gadgets and 
the explosion of digital technology, world-changing ideas have been harder to come by. Since the 
1970s, big ideas have happened incrementally—recycled, focused in narrow bands of innovation. In 
this provocative book, Michael Bhaskar looks at why the flow of big, world-changing ideas has slowed, 
and what this means for the future. Bhaskar argues that the challenge at the frontiers of knowledge 
has arisen not because we are unimaginative and bad at realizing big ideas but because we have 
already pushed so far. If we compare the world of our great-great-great-grandparents to ours today, 
we can see how a series of transformative ideas revolutionized almost everything in just a century and 
a half. But recently, because of short-termism, risk aversion, and fractious decision making, we have 
built a cautious, unimaginative world. Bhaskar shows how we can start to expand the frontier again by 
thinking big—embarking on the next Universal Declaration of Human Rights or Apollo mission—and 
embracing change.

Head Start

The Politics of Well-Being argues that the relationship between well-being and ethical life has been 
overlooked. The more specific argument of the book is that ethical life requires political engagement, 
and the emergence of a society committed to critical thinking. It is argued that these conditions allow 
for our ordination and confirmation as ethical subjects. While well-being can be experienced in different 
ways, it is claimed that, after experience of ethical life, a more sustainable form of it is revealed to us, 
a form which we would be drawn to preserve, a form which can be constituted as an object of hope. 
While the book draws on philosophical themes, its main focus is political. This is because its primary 
objective is to identify and to examine what needs to be done in order to realise ethical life. Its main 
focus in this respect is the identification and examination of the barriers which need to be overcome 
if ethical life is to be realised. It is acknowledged that this will not be an easy task. Indeed, it may be 
an impossible task. However, despite these barriers, and despite the dark days we are living through, 
the book is a call to hope rather than a surrender to despair. This book will be of interest to students 
of politics, psychology, cultural studies, philosophy, and sociology, as well as anyone else interested in 
exploring new ideas about how the make the world a better place.

Pictures of the World

The twenty-first semi-annual Munk Debate pits award-winning journalist E. J. Dionne, Jr. and influential 
author and blogger Andrew Sullivan against former Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives Newt 
Gingrich and bestselling author and editor Kimberley Strassel to debate the current crisis of American 
democracy. “Our country is now as close to crossing the line from democracy to autocracy as it has been 
in our lifetimes.” — E. J. Dionne, Jr. It is the public debate of the moment: is Donald Trump precipitating 
a crisis of American democracy? For some the answer is an emphatic “yes.” Trump’s disregard for the 
institutions and political norms of U.S. democracy is imperiling the Republic. The sooner his presidency 
collapses the sooner the healing can begin and the ship of state righted. For others Trump is not 
the villain in this drama. Rather, his young presidency is the conduit, not the cause, of Americans’ 
deep-seated anger towards a privileged and self-dealing Washington elite. Trump’s disruption of politics 
as usual is what America needs to start the process of restoring democracy by the people, for the 
people.

Human Frontiers

The world is facing the worst humanitarian crisis since the Second World War. Over 300,000 are dead 
in Syria, and one and half million are either injured or disabled. Four and a half million people are trying 
to flee the country. And Syria is just one of a growing number of failed or failing states in the Middle 
East and North Africa. How should developed nations respond to human suffering on this mass scale? 



Do the prosperous societies of the West, including Canada and the U.S., have a moral imperative to 
assist as many refugees as they reasonably and responsibly can? Or, is this a time for vigilance and 
restraint in the face of a wave of mass migration that risks upending the tolerance and openness of the 
West? The eighteenth semi-annual Munk Debate, which was held on April 1, 2016, pits former UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and leading historian Simon Schama against leader 
of the UK Independence Party Nigel Farage and bestselling author Mark Steyn to debate the West’s 
response to the global refugee crisis.

The Politics of Well-Being

This engaging volume explores and defends the claim that misanthropy is a justified attitude towards 
humankind in the light of how human beings both compare with and treat animals. Reflection on 
differences between humans and animals helps to confirm the misanthropic verdict, while reflection 
on the moral and other failings manifest in our treatment of animals illuminates what is wrong with 
this treatment. Human failings, it is argued, are too entrenched to permit optimism about the future 
of animals, but ways are proposed in which individual people may accommodate to the truth of 
misanthropy through cultivating mindful, humble and compassionate relationships to animals. Drawing 
on both Eastern and Western philosophical traditions David E. Cooper offers an original and challenging 
approach to the complex field of animal ethics.

Is American Democracy in Crisis?

‘Without free speech there is no true thought.’ –Jordan Peterson ‘If you’re white, this country is one giant 
safe space.’ –Michael Eric Dyson The Munk debate on political correctness Is political correctness an 
enemy of free speech, sparking needless conflict? Or is it a weapon in the fight for equality, restoring 
dignity to the downtrodden? How should we talk about the things that matter most in an era of rapid 
social change? Four thinkers take on one of the most heated debates in the culture wars of the 
twenty-first century.

The Global Refugee Crisis: How Should We Respond?

The post-pandemic world provides all of us with the opportunity to think differently about what we want 
for society. In Educating Tomorrow, Chris Brown and Ruth Luzmore explore what a post-Covid ‘blank 
slate’ education system could look like.

Animals and Misanthropy

Meteorites, methane, mega-volcanoes and now human beings; the old forces of nature that trans-
formed Earth many millions of years ago are joined by another: us. Our actions have driven Earth into a 
new geological epoch, the Anthropocene. For the first time in our home planet's 4.5-billion year history a 
single species is dictating Earth's future. To some the Anthropocene symbolises a future of superlative 
control of our environment. To others it is the height of hubris, the illusion of our mastery over nature. 
Whatever your view, just below the surface of this odd-sounding scientific word, the Anthropocene, is a 
heady mix of science, philosophy, religion and politics linked to our deepest fears and utopian visions. 
Tracing our environmental impact through time to reveal when humans began to dominate Earth, Simon 
Lewis and Mark Maslin show what the new epoch means for the future of humanity, the planet and life 
itself.

Political Correctness Gone Mad?

From award-winning educator, innovation expert, and Global Teacher Prize finalist, Rohan Roberts, 
comes a provocative look at why our current education system is not fit for purpose and why we 
need to overhaul it. Cosmic Citizens and Moonshot Thinking: Education in an Age of Exponential 
Technologies takes a fresh approach to what we need to do differently to prepare our children for a 
world of exponential technologies, disruptive innovations, and ubiquitous A.I. In this groundbreaking 
book, Roberts outlines the purpose of education in a world of increased outsourcing and automation 
and explains how we can future-proof our youth to survive and thrive in a world of accelerating 
change. Through interactions with corporate leaders, interviews with principals, meetings with parents, 
and surveys of students, this book considers how the best and brightest students would overhaul 
their education system. The book highlights the role of neuroscience in education and explores 
several fascinating concepts such as radical openness, abundance mindsets, the gig economy, the 



technological singularity, intelligent optimism, the age of imagination, humanics, transhumanism, and 
the importance of Enlightenment values as we advance into the 21st Century. Underpinning this book 
is a constant focus on the importance of bringing a sense of awe into education and fostering a sense 
of cosmic wonder when contemplating human purpose and human existence. Written in a style that 
is discursive, contemplative, and with a sense of urgency, this book will appeal to students, parents, 
teachers, school principals, and to anyone who recognises that the only real and long-lasting way to 
create a better society is to first fix our education system.

Educating Tomorrow

Our present moment can no longer sustain a stable “us” defined against an alien “them.” So say René 
Girard and Ivan Illich, radical critics of both Christianity and culture. If they are right, this makes our 
time an endtime. The end of us against them can deteriorate into the chaos of each against each, or 
it can open outward into freely chosen communion. It is an expectant—and apocalyptic—time. How 
does one live in this strange, endtime world? As a wanderer in the odd, cross-culture country Girard 
and Illich have mapped, the author finds himself in a surprising new place in relation to those who are 
his other: women, queer folk, refugees, Muslims, atheists, and Indigenous people. In this collection of 
essays, he blinks, looks around, and makes some field notes.

The Human Planet

This book calls into question the colonial and neoliberal university, presenting alternative models of 
higher education that can more effectively respond to today’s intersecting social, economic, environ-
mental and political crises. The authors argue that universities should be driven by a different set of 
core values – one that promotes the common good over private or commercial interests, individualism 
and market fundamentalism. Presenting a broad range of educational initiatives from around the world 
that reflect life-affirming regenerative and relational practices, Indigenous intellectual sovereignty, and 
principles of social and ecological justice, the authors contend that pathways toward transforming 
higher education already exist within and without the university. This task, say the authors, is urgent 
and necessary if universities and other institutions are to hold relevance in a rapidly changing global 
environment. This book makes a unique contribution to critiques of the modern, neoliberal university 
by looking for alternatives within and beyond traditional institutions of higher education. In doing so, the 
authors dismantle the longstanding 'ivory tower' image of the university, instead resituating education 
within broader social and ecological communities. Transforming Universities in the Midst of Global Crisis 
is aimed at all those who have a direct or indirect interest and stake in universities, from the general 
reader to futurists, ecologists as well as students, academics, administrators, managers, policy makers 
and politicians.

Cosmic Citizens and Moonshot Thinking

Technology and Society provides an up-to-date introduction to the basic issues that have come to 
de�ne the philosophy of technology: What is “technology”? Does technology control our lives? What 
is technology’s relation to ethics? How does technology in�uence us? Is the widespread belief in 
technological progress justi�ed? Later sections of the book examine the application of philosophy of 
technology to social issues such as climate change, urban sprawl, and automation. Major issues 
and arguments are presented in an accessible and non-technical fashion, giving the reader a firm 
foundation in the field.

Life at the End of Us Versus Them

Transforming Universities in the Midst of Global Crisis
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