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Posthuman Life

We imagine posthumans as humans made superhumanly intelligent or resilient by future advances in 
nanotechnology, biotechnology, information technology and cognitive science. Many argue that these 
enhanced people might live better lives; others fear that tinkering with our nature will undermine our 
sense of our own humanity. Whoever is right, it is assumed that our technological successor will be 
an upgraded or degraded version of us: Human 2.0. Posthuman Life argues that the enhancement 
debate projects a human face onto an empty screen. We do not know what will happen and, not being 
posthuman, cannot anticipate how posthumans will assess the world. If a posthuman future will not 
necessarily be informed by our kind of subjectivity or morality the limits of our current knowledge must 
inform any ethical or political assessment of that future. Posthuman Life develops a critical metaphysics 
of posthuman succession and argues that only a truly speculative posthumanism can support an ethics 
that meets the challenge of the transformative potential of technology.
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If art, science, and the humanities have shared one thing, it was their common engagement with 
constructions and representations of the human. Under the pressure of new contemporary concerns, 
however, we are experiencing a “posthuman condition”; the combination of new developments-such 
as the neoliberal economics of global capitalism, migration, technological advances, environmental 
destruction on a mass scale, the perpetual war on terror and extensive security systems- with a trouble-
some reiteration of old, unresolved problems that mean the concept of the human as we had previously 
known it has undergone dramatic transformations. The Posthuman Glossary is a volume providing an 
outline of the critical terms of posthumanity in present-day artistic and intellectual work. It builds on the 
broad thematic topics of Anthropocene/Capitalocene, eco-sophies, digital activism, algorithmic cultures 
and security and the inhuman. It outlines potential artistic, intellectual, and activist itineraries of working 
through the complex reality of the 'posthuman condition', and creates an understanding of the altered 
meanings of art vis-à-vis critical present-day developments. It bridges missing links across disciplines, 
terminologies, constituencies and critical communities. This original work will unlock the terms of the 
posthuman for students and researchers alike.

Critical Posthumanism and Planetary Futures

This volume is a critical exploration of multiple posthuman possibilities in the 21st century and beyond. 
Due to the global engagement with advanced technology, we are witness to a species-wise blurring of 
boundaries at the edge of the human. On the one hand, we find ourselves in a digital age in which 
human identity is being transformed through networked technological intervention, a large part of 
our consciousness transferred to "smart" external devices. On the other hand, we are assisted---or 
assailed---by an unprecedented proliferation of quasi-human substitutes and surrogates, forming a 
spectrum of humanoids with fuzzy borders. Under these conditions, critical posthumanism asks, who 
will occupy and control our planet: Will the "superhuman" merely serve as another sign under which 
new regimes of dominance are spread across the earth? Or can we discover or invent technologies 
of existence to counter such dominance? It is issues such as these which are at the heart of this new 
volume of explorations of the posthuman. The essays in this volume offer leading-edge thought on the 
subject, with special emphases on postmodern and postcolonial futures. They engage with questions 
of subalternity and feminism vis-à-vis posthumanism, dealing with issues of subjugation, dispensability 
and surrogacy, as well as the possibilities of resistance, ethical politics or subjective transformation 
from South Asian archives of cultural and spiritual practice. This volume is a valuable addition to the 
on-going global dialogues on posthumanism, indispensable to those, from across several disciplines, 
who are interested in postcolonial and planetary futures.

Snuff Memories

From Schism [2] Press It is enough to glance at the footnotes - from masters of body horror like 
Cronenberg, Ballard and Barker to post-structuralist philosophers of the self like Derrida, Nancy and 
Deleuze - to grasp the intention of Snuff Memories. Unveiling like a tableau of ancient gods and deathly 
orgies, where "the universe is composed out of windowless monads each locked away and screaming," 
this evocative novel is better called a theoretical installation. Each fragment documenting an erotic 
way to lose one's humanity, this is a collection of nightmarish yet utopian miniature visions of sex, 
death, transformation, and pain, where human bodies are stretched beyond their capacity into mythical 
realms. Brutal and evocative, at once a prose poem and a theory of the limit, Snuff Memories creates a 
mythology of enticing and deadly encounters with mutants, matriarchs, and goddesses, documenting a 
multitude of ways in which one can be erotically and philosophically disemboweled. - Bogna M. Konior, 
Research Fellow, NYU Shanghai, Interactive Media Arts department & AI and Culture Research Centre 
Snuff Memories is Sadean. Not because of its commitment to detailing the minutiae of posthuman 
pornographic excess (although that is certainly an important part of the work) but because of its 
obsession with permutation. Everything is erected, demolished, decentred, and respooled, before being 
forced out to the limits once again. Bodies effervesce in fatal conjugations, topologies deform, fuzz out 
and remerge everted, like bad DOOM skins, covered in blood. The posthuman cannot be known before 
it is produced-so to know it, we must produce it. And until we really are swept up in these disorienting 
forces-merciless, murderous, erotic perhaps-we have literature. Snuff Memories is a book for anyone 
who ever secretly wanted to get dommed by fiction. - Amy Ireland

The Posthuman Imagination



This volume, including an extended interview with noted philosopher of posthumanism Francesca 
Ferrando, explores the contemporary philosophical, literary and cultural landscapes that have emerged 
as a response to the unavoidable crisis faced by humans in the Anthropocene era. The essays 
gathered here map posthumanism both as theoretical posthumanism, which primarily seeks to develop 
new knowledge, and as practical posthumanism, which emphasizes socio-political, economic, and 
technological changes. Posthumanism, which explores how one can address the question of what 
means to be human today, is a burgeoning area of interest among universities across the globe. Written 
in accessible, yet scholarly, language, this volume introduces posthumanism in its diverse ramifications 
and explicates the subject through various literary and filmic texts in order to cater to the needs of 
researchers and students in the humanities.

The Posthuman

The Posthuman offers both an introduction and major contribution to contemporary debates on the 
posthuman. Digital 'second life', genetically modified food, advanced prosthetics, robotics and repro-
ductive technologies are familiar facets of our globally linked and technologically mediated societies. 
This has blurred the traditional distinction between the human and its others, exposing the non-natu-
ralistic structure of the human. The Posthuman starts by exploring the extent to which a post-humanist 
move displaces the traditional humanistic unity of the subject. Rather than perceiving this situation as a 
loss of cognitive and moral self-mastery, Braidotti argues that the posthuman helps us make sense of 
our flexible and multiple identities. Braidotti then analyzes the escalating effects of post-anthropocentric 
thought, which encompass not only other species, but also the sustainability of our planet as a whole. 
Because contemporary market economies profit from the control and commodification of all that lives, 
they result in hybridization, erasing categorical distinctions between the human and other species, 
seeds, plants, animals and bacteria. These dislocations induced by globalized cultures and economies 
enable a critique of anthropocentrism, but how reliable are they as indicators of a sustainable future? 
The Posthuman concludes by considering the implications of these shifts for the institutional practice 
of the humanities. Braidotti outlines new forms of cosmopolitan neo-humanism that emerge from the 
spectrum of post-colonial and race studies, as well as gender analysis and environmentalism. The 
challenge of the posthuman condition consists in seizing the opportunities for new social bonding and 
community building, while pursuing sustainability and empowerment.

Conserving Humanity at the Dawn of Posthuman Technology

This volume examines the latest scientific and technological developments likely to shape our post-hu-
man future. Using a multidisciplinary approach, the author argues that we stand at the precipice of an 
evolutionary change caused by genetic engineering and anatomically embedded digital and informa-
tional technologies. The author delves into current scientific initiatives that will lead to the emergence 
of super smart individuals with unique creative capacities. He draws on technology, psychology and 
philosophy to consider humans-as-they-are relative to autonomy, creativity, and their place in a future 
shared with ‘post humans.’ The author discusses the current state of bioethics and technology law, both 
which policymakers, beset by a torrent of revolutionary advances in bioengineering, are attempting to 
steer. Significantly, Carvalko addresses why we must both preserve the narratives that brought us to 
this moment and continue to express our humanity through, music, art, and literature, to ensure that, 
as a uniquely creative species, we don’t simply vanish in the ether of an evolution brought about by our 
own technology.

Posthuman Bliss?

Transhumanists would have humanity's creation of posthumanity be our governing aim. Susan B. 
Levin challenges their overarching commitments regarding the mind, brain, ethics, liberal democracy, 
knowledge, and reality. Her critique unmasks their notion of humanity's self-transcendence via science 
and technology as pure, albeit seductive, fantasy.

Philosophical Posthumanism

Posthumanism is the philosophy of our time, a necessary perspective in the reflection about planet 
Earth and the future of humanity. The term 'posthuman' redefines the notion of 'the human' in tune with 
the scientific and bio-technological developments, and the socio-cultural, ethical and environmental 
imperatives of our age. The philosophical landscape, which has since developed, includes several 
movements and schools of thought, such as Posthumanism, Transhumanism, Anti-humanism and New 



Materialism. This book explains the similarities and differences between these various currents and 
offers an original contribution to Philosophical Posthumanism, uncovering its historical, theoretical, 
ontological and epistemological horizons. Philosophical Posthumanism is a philosophy of mediation 
which deconstructs any strict hierarchy by embracing an interdisciplinary approach, which merges 
critical thinking, evolutionary biology, quantum physics and the practice of awareness, among other 
related fields. Its impact goes beyond academia to encompass society as a whole, emerging in the 
global paradigm shifts towards coexistence.

Posthumanism

This timely book examines the rise of posthumanism as both a material condition and a developing 
philosophical-ethical project in the age of cloning, gene engineering, organ transplants and implants. 
Nayar first maps the political and philosophical critiques of traditional humanism, revealing its ex-
clusionary and ‘speciesist’ politics that position the human as a distinctive and dominant life form. 
He then contextualizes the posthumanist vision which, drawing upon biomedical, engineering and 
techno-scientific studies, concludes that human consciousness is shaped by its co-evolution with other 
life forms, and our human form inescapably influenced by tools and technology. Finally the book 
explores posthumanism’s roots in disability studies, animal studies and bioethics to underscore the 
constructed nature of ‘normalcy’ in bodies, and the singularity of species and life itself. As this book 
powerfully demonstrates, posthumanism marks a radical reassessment of the human as constituted by 
symbiosis, assimilation, difference and dependence upon and with other species. Mapping the terrain 
of these far-reaching debates, Posthumanism will be an invaluable companion to students of cultural 
studies and modern and contemporary literature.
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The Future of Humanity

This volume offers an interdisciplinary conversation about several possible futures for the human 
species. The contributors elaborate on the issues that trouble our very understanding of what it means 
to be human in the 21st century, expanding on recent scholarly discussions about the posthuman and 
nonhuman turn.

Posthuman Ethics

Posthuman theory asks in various ways what it means to be human in a time when philosophy 
has become suspicious of claims about human subjectivity. Those subjects who were historically 
considered aberrant, and our future lives becoming increasingly hybrid show we have always been 
and are continuously transforming into posthumans. What are the ethical considerations of thinking the 
posthuman? Posthuman Ethics asks not what the posthuman is, but how posthuman theory creates 
new, imaginative ways of understanding relations between lives. Ethics is a practice of activist, adaptive 
and creative interaction which avoids claims of overarching moral structures. Inherent in thinking 
posthuman ethics is the status of bodies as the site of lives inextricable from philosophy, thought, 
experiments in being and fantasies of the future. Posthuman Ethics explores certain kinds of bodies 
to think new relations that offer liberty and a contemplation of the practices of power which have been 
exerted upon bodies. The tattooed and modified body, the body made ecstatic through art, the body of 
the animal as a strategy for abolitionist animal rights, the monstrous body from teratology to fabulations, 



queer bodies becoming angelic, the bodies of the nation of the dead and the radical ways in which we 
might contemplate human extinction are the bodies which populate this book creating joyous political 
tactics toward posthuman ethics.

Posthumanism: A Guide for the Perplexed

In Posthumanism: A Guide for the Perplexed, Peter Mahon goes beyond recent theoretical approaches 
to 'the posthuman' to argue for a concrete posthumanism, which arises as humans, animals and 
technology become entangled, in science, society and culture. Concrete posthumanism is rooted in 
cutting-edge advances in techno-science, and this book offers readers an exciting, fresh and innovative 
exploration of this undulating, and often unstable, terrain. With wide-ranging coverage, of cybernetics, 
information theory, medicine, genetics, machine learning, politics, science fiction, philosophy and 
futurology, Mahon examines how posthumanism played-and continues to play-a crucial role in shaping 
how we understand our world. This analysis of posthumanism centers on human interactions with 
tools and technology, the centrality of science, as well as an understanding of techno-science as a 
pharmakon-an ancient Greek word for a substance that is both poison and cure. Mahon argues that 
posthumanism must be approached with an interdisciplinary attitude: a concrete posthumanism is only 
graspable through knowledge derived from science and the humanities. He concludes by sketching a 
'post-humanities' to help us meet the challenges of posthumanism, challenges to which we all must 
rise. Posthumanism: A Guide for the Perplexed provides a concise, detailed and coherent exploration 
of posthumanism, introducing key approaches, concepts and themes. It is ideal for readers of all stripes 
who are interested in a concrete posthumanism and require more than just a simple introduction.

Antiquities Beyond Humanism

"Greco-Roman antiquity is often presumed to provide the very paradigm of humanism from the 
Renaissance to the present. This paradigm has been increasingly challenged by new theoretical 
currents such as posthumanism and the "new materialisms\

Posthuman Studies Reader

The new reader presents an up-to-date collection of seminal texts dedicated to all branches of de-
bates on Posthuman Studies: Transhumanism, Critical Posthumanism and Metahumanism. It includes 
classical as well as cutting-edge contributions to these debates. The Posthuman Studies Reader is 
an indispensable resource for studying as well as teaching key concepts, central claims and main 
arguments of contemporary debates in the field of Posthuman Studies. The reader includes texts 
by: Neil Badmington, Karen Barad, Nick Bostrom, Rosi Braidotti, Claire Colebrook, Jaime del Val, 
FM-2030, Francis Fukuyama, Elaine Graham, Donna Haraway, Ihab Habib Hassan, N. Katherine 
Hayles, James Hughes, Julian Huxley, Brian Massumi, Max More, David Pearce, Anders Sandberg, 
Stefan Lorenz Sorgner, Stelarc, Natasha Vita-More and Cary Wolfe. "This Reader is a perfect guide 
to get into bleeding-edge philosophy."Nicolás Rojas Cortés, Faculty of Philosophy and Humanities, 
University of Chile "The Reader can be used not only as a textbook in higher education, but also 
by all researchers and students in these fields as reference. [...] I highly recommend it to everyone 
who is interested in these movements and those works from which excerpts are included in it."Yunus 
Tuncel, The New School, New York "Since Sorgner, Sampanikou, Stasienko and their colleagues, 
almost singlehandedly, are crafting and advancing this discipline through its forming stages, when they 
publish a book with handpicked canonic texts, it should be treated as a landmark."Carmel Vaisman, 
The Cohn Institute and The Multidisciplinary Program in the Humanities, Tel Aviv University "What 
makes the Posthuman Studies Reader interesting and exciting is the facility to have in one volume 
the basic ideas and essentials of transhumanism, critical posthumanism and metahumanism. The 
reader provides in a condensed version an introduction to posthuman studies for both academic and 
nonacademic audiences."Leo Igwe, Department of Religious Studies, University of Cape Town "The 
Posthuman Studies Reader serves as a comprehensive guide and/or manual of an evolving and 
expanding Post/Trans/Meta Humanism discourse. [...] because of the clarity of organization by the 
editors and the highest scholarship of the writers, the collection was able to drive the interest of readers 
a notch or two higher."Joseph Reylan B. Viray, Polytechnic University of the Philippines

What is Posthumanism?

What does it mean to think beyond humanism? Is it possible to craft a mode of philosophy, ethics, 
and interpretation that rejects the classic humanist divisions of self and other, mind and body, society 



and nature, human and animal, organic and technological? Can a new kind of humanities-posthu-
manities-respond to the redefinition of humanity's place in the world by both the technological and 
the biological or "green" continuum in which the "human" is but one life form among many? Exploring 
how both critical thought along with cultural practice have reacted to this radical repositioning, Cary 
Wolfe-one of the founding figures in the field of animal studies and posthumanist theory-ranges 
across bioethics, cognitive science, animal ethics, gender, and disability to develop a theoretical and 
philosophical approach responsive to our changing understanding of ourselves and our world. Then, 
in performing posthumanist readings of such diverse works as Temple Grandin's writings, Wallace 
Stevens's poetry, Lars von Trier's Dancer in the Dark, the architecture of Diller+Scofidio, and David 
Byrne and Brian Eno's My Life in the Bush of Ghosts, he shows how this philosophical sensibility can 
transform art and culture. For Wolfe, a vibrant, rigorous posthumanism is vital for addressing questions 
of ethics and justice, language and trans-species communication, social systems and their inclusions 
and exclusions, and the intellectual aspirations of interdisciplinarity. In What Is Posthumanism? he 
carefully distinguishes posthumanism from transhumanism (the biotechnological enhancement of 
human beings) and narrow definitions of the posthuman as the hoped-for transcendence of materiality. 
In doing so, Wolfe reveals that it is humanism, not the human in all its embodied and prosthetic 
complexity, that is left behind in posthumanist thought.

From Deleuze and Guattari to Posthumanism

Uncovering the theoretical and creative interconnections between posthumanism and philosophies 
of immanence, this volume explores the influence of the philosophy of immanence on posthuman 
theory; the varied reworkings of immanence for the nonhuman turn; and the new pathways for critical 
thinking created by the combination of these monumental discourses. With the philosophy of Gilles 
Deleuze and Félix Guattari serving as a vibrant node of immanence, this volume maps a multiplicity 
of pathways from Deleuze, Guattari and their theoretical allies – including Spinoza and Nietzsche 
– to posthuman thought. As positions that insist, respectively, on the equal yet distinct powers of 
mind and body (immanence) and the urgent need to dismantle human privilege and exceptionality 
(posthumanism), each chapter reveals concepts for rethinking established notions of being, thought, 
experience, and life. The authors here take examples from a range of different media, including 
literature and contemporary cinema, featuring films such as Enthiran/The Robot (India, 2010) and 
CHAPPiE (USA/Mexico, 2015), and new developments in technology and theory. In doing so, they 
investigate Deleuzian and Guattarian posthumanism from a variety of political and ethical frameworks 
and perspectives, from afro-pessimism to feminist thought, disability studies, biopolitics, and social 
justice. Countering the dualisms of Cartesian philosophy and flattening the hierarchies imposed by 
Humanism, From Deleuze and Guattari to Posthumanism launches vital interrogations of established 
knowledge and sparks the critical reflection necessary for life in the posthuman era.

Posthumanism

What does it mean to be human today? The answer to this question, which is as old as the human 
species itself, is becoming less and less certain. Current technological developments increasingly 
erode our traditional humanist reflexes: consciousness, emotion, language, intelligence, morality, 
humour, mortality - all these no longer demonstrate the unique character and value of human existence. 
Instead, the spectre of the 'posthuman' is now being widely invoked as the 'inevitable' next evolutionary 
stage that humans are facing. Who comes after the human? This is the question that posthumanists 
are taking as their starting point. This critical introduction understands posthumanism as a discourse, 
which, in principle, includes everything that has been and is being said about the figure of the 
'posthuman'. It outlines the genealogy of the various posthuman 'scenarios' in circulation and engages 
with their theoretical and philosophical assumptions and social and political implications. It does so 
by connecting the philosophical debate about the future of humanity with a range of texts, including 
examples from new media, popular culture, science and the media.

The Ethics of Generating Posthumans

Should transhuman and posthuman persons ever be brought into existence? And if so, could they be 
generated in a good and loving way? This study explores how society may respond to the actual gener-
ation of new kinds of persons from ethical, philosophical, and theological perspectives. Contributors to 
this volume address a number of essential questions, including the ethical ramifications of generating 
new life, the relationships that generators may have with their creations, and how these creations 



may consider their generation. This collection's interdisciplinary approach traverses the philosophical 
writings of Aristotle, Aquinas, Kant, Nietzsche, and Heidegger, alongside theological considerations 
from Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions. It invites academics, faith leaders, policy makers, and 
stakeholders to think through the ethical gamut of generating posthuman and transhuman persons.

Intelligence and Spirit

A critique of both classical humanism and dominant trends in posthumanism that formulates the 
ultimate form of intelligence as a theoretical and practical thought unfettered by the temporal order 
of things. In Intelligence and Spirit Reza Negarestani formulates the ultimate form of intelligence as a 
theoretical and practical thought unfettered by the temporal order of things, a real movement capable of 
overcoming any state of affairs that, from the perspective of the present, may appear to be the complete 
totality of history. Intelligence pierces through what seems to be the totality or the inevitable outcome 
of its history, be it the manifest portrait of the human or technocapitalism as the alleged pilot of history. 
Building on Hegel's account of Geist as a multiagent conception of mind and on Kant's transcendental 
psychology as a functional analysis of the conditions of possibility of mind, Negarestani provides a 
critique of both classical humanism and dominant trends in posthumanism. The assumptions of the 
former are exposed by way of a critique of the transcendental structure of experience as a tissue 
of subjective or psychological dogmas; the claims of the latter regarding the ubiquity of mind or the 
inevitable advent of an unconstrained superintelligence are challenged as no more than ideological 
fixations which do not stand the test of systematic scrutiny. This remarkable fusion of continental 
philosophy in the form of a renewal of the speculative ambitions of German Idealism and analytic 
philosophy in the form of extended thought-experiments and a philosophy of artificial languages opens 
up new perspectives on the meaning of human intelligence and explores the real potential of posthuman 
intelligence and what it means for us to live in its prehistory.

The Transhumanist Reader

The first authoritative and comprehensive survey of the originsand current state of transhumanist 
thinking The rapid pace of emerging technologies is playing anincreasingly important role in over-
coming fundamental humanlimitations. Featuring core writings by seminal thinkers in thespeculative 
possibilities of the posthuman condition, essaysaddress key philosophical arguments for and against 
humanenhancement, explore the inevitability of life extension, andconsider possible solutions to the 
growing issues of social andethical implications and concerns. Edited by the internationallyacclaimed 
founders of the philosophy and social movement oftranshumanism, The Transhumanist Reader is an 
indispensableguide to our current state of knowledge of the quest to expand thefrontiers of human 
nature.

Before Humanity

The current crisis in thinking the “human” raises questions not only about who or what may come after 
the human, but also about what happened before. What dark secrets lie in our ancestral past that may 
be stopping us from becoming human “otherwise”?

Posthumanism in Practice

"Posthumanism disrupts many of the assumptions that underly traditional humanist thinking. This 
thinking has profoundly shaped how we see ourselves, our place in the world and impacts how we treat 
said world. It was generally accepted that we, as humans, are easily defined as special, standing apart 
from animals, plants, and microbiota. These kinds of assumptions, both consciously and unconsciously, 
underpin scientific investigation, arts practice, curation, education, and research in the social sciences 
and humanities, and particularly as informed by traditions emerging from European and Enlightenment 
philosophies. Posthumanism in Practice applies this disruptive posthumanist thinking to intersectional 
practices in the arts, sciences and humanities. It provides examples and insights to help us think 
through issues of methodology when applying posthumanist thinking to how to think, create and live. 
In this book, artists, researchers, educators, and curators set out how their own work has changed in 
response to engaging with posthumanism, or how the things that they have discovered can be better 
understood within this different paradigm. By capturing these ideas, Posthumanism in Practice shows 
how posthumanist thought can move beyond theory, inform action, and produce new artefacts, effects, 
and methods that are more relevant and useful for the incoming realities for all life in the 21st Century.".



Technology, Media Literacy, and the Human Subject

Media literacy is often focused on evaluating the message rather than reflecting on the medium. 
Bringing together postphenomenology, media ecology, posthumanism, and complexity theory, Richard 
Lewis’s book offers a method for such a reflection and shows how our everyday media environments 
constitute us as (post)human subjects: one that is becoming and constitutes through relations – 
also with our media technologies. An original interdisciplinary effort – including for example the term 
'intrasubjective mediation' – and a must-read book for everyone interested in how we become with 
and through technologies. Prof Mark Coeckelbergh, University of Vienna Technology, Media Literacy, 
and the Human Subject is a clearly and concisely written book that employs a fruitful transdisciplinary 
approach. It at once offers an excellent grounding in the literature, whilst simultaneously developing 
a useful tool for students to reflect deeply and critically upon their own engagement with media. 
Thoroughly recommended. Alexander Thomas, University of East London What does it mean to be 
media literate in today’s world? How are we transformed by the many media infrastructures around 
us? We are immersed in a world mediated by information and communication technologies (ICTs). 
From hardware like smartphones, smartwatches, and home assistants to software like Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, and Snapchat, our lives have become a complex, interconnected network of 
relations. Scholarship on media literacy has tended to focus on developing the skills to access, analyze, 
evaluate, and create media messages without considering or weighing the impact of the technological 
medium—how it enables and constrains both messages and media users. Additionally, there is often 
little attention paid to the broader context of interrelations which affect our engagement with media 
technologies. This book addresses these issues by providing a transdisciplinary method that allows for 
both practical and theoretical analyses of media investigations. Informed by postphenomenology, media 
ecology, philosophical posthumanism, and complexity theory the author proposes both a framework 
and a pragmatic instrument for understanding the multiplicity of relations that all contribute to how 
we affect—and are affected by—our relations with media technology. The author argues persuasively 
that the increased awareness provided by this posthuman approach affords us a greater chance for 
reclaiming some of our agency and provides a sound foundation upon which we can then judge our 
media relations. This book will be an indispensable tool for educators in media literacy and media 
studies, as well as academics in philosophy of technology, media and communication studies, and the 
post-humanities.

The Posthuman Condition

"Where humanists saw themselves as distinct beings in an antagonistic relationship with their sur-
roundings, posthumans regard their own being as embodied in an extended technological world." 
Synthetic creativity, organic computers, genetic modification, intelligent machines--such ideas are 
deeply challenging to many of our traditional assumptions about human uniqueness and superiority. 
But, ironically, it is our very capacity for technological invention that has secured us so dominant a 
position in the world which may lead ultimately to (as some have put it) 'The End of Man'. If we are 
really capable of creating entities that exceed our own skills and intellect then the consequences for 
humanity are almost inconceivable. Nevertheless, we must now face up to the possibility that attributes 
like intelligence and consciousness may be synthesised in non-human entities--perhaps within our 
lifetime. Would such entities have human-like emotions; would they have a sense of their own being? 
The Posthuman Condition argues that such questions are difficult to tackle given the concepts of human 
existence that we have inherited from humanism, many of which can no longer be sustained. New 
theories about nature and the operation of the universe arising from sophisticated computer modelling 
are starting to demonstrate the profound interconnections between all things in reality where previously 
we had seen only separations. This has implications for traditional views of the human condition, 
consciousness, the way we look at art, and for some of the oldest problems in philosophy. First published 
in the 1990s, this important text has been completely revised by the author with the addition of new 
sections and illustrations. For further information see: www.post-human.net



Immortal Passage

Immortal Passage: Philosophical Speculations on Posthuman Evolution defends the posthuman hy-
pothesis: that descendants of present humans, leading lives of indefinitely extended duration, and 
having significantly altered biological, psychological, and social characteristics, will have lives superior 
to those of current humans. A detailed speculative account of these lives, with attention to philosophical 
issues raised by such an account, presents the major philosophical challenge of Immortal Passage.

Human Nature in an Age of Biotechnology

New biotechnologies have propelled the question of what it means to be human – or posthuman – 
to the forefront of societal and scientific consideration. This volume provides an accessible, critical 
overview of the main approaches in the debate on posthumanism, and argues that they do not 
adequately address the question of what it means to be human in an age of biotechnology. Not 
because they belong to rival political camps, but because they are grounded in a humanist ontology 
that presupposes a radical separation between human subjects and technological objects. The volume 
offers a comprehensive mapping of posthumanist discourse divided into four broad approaches—two 
humanist-based approaches: dystopic and liberal posthumanism, and two non-humanist approaches: 
radical and methodological posthumanism. The author compares and contrasts these models via an 
exploration of key issues, from human enhancement, to eugenics, to new configurations of biopower, 
questioning what role technology plays in defining the boundaries of the human, the subject and nature 
for each. Building on the contributions and limitations of radical and methodological posthumanism, 
the author develops a novel perspective, mediated posthumanism, that brings together insights in the 
philosophy of technology, the sociology of biomedicine, and Michel Foucault’s work on ethical subject 
constitution. In this framework, technology is neither a neutral tool nor a force that alienates humanity 
from itself, but something that is always already part of the experience of being human, and subjectivity 
is viewed as an emergent property that is constantly being shaped and transformed by its engagements 
with biotechnologies. Mediated posthumanism becomes a tool for identifying novel ethical modes of 
human experience that are richer and more multifaceted than current posthumanist perspectives allow 
for. The book will be essential reading for students and scholars working on ethics and technology, 
philosophy of technology, poststructuralism, technology and the body, and medical ethics.

The Palgrave Handbook of Posthumanism in Film and Television

What does popular culture's relationship with cyborgs, robots, vampires and zombies tell us about being 
human? Insightful scholarly perspectives shine a light on how film and television evince and portray 
the philosophical roots, the social ramifications and the future visions of a posthumanist world.

Posthumanism in the Age of Humanism

The literary and scientific renaissance that struck Germany around 1800 is usually taken to be the 
cradle of contemporary humanism. Posthumanism in the Age of Humanism shows how figures like 
Immanuel Kant and Johann Wolfgang Goethe as well as scientists specializing in the emerging modern 
life and cognitive sciences not only established but also transgressed the boundaries of the “human.” 
This period so broadly painted as humanist by proponents and detractors alike also grappled with ways 
of challenging some of humanism's most cherished assumptions: the dualisms, for example, between 
freedom and nature, science and art, matter and spirit, mind and body, and thereby also between the 
human and the nonhuman. Posthumanism is older than we think, and the so-called “humanists” of the 
late Enlightenment have much to offer our contemporary re-thinking of the human.

Transhumanism: The Proper Guide to a Posthuman Condition or a Dangerous Idea?

This book examines the contributions of the transhumanism approach to technology, in particular the 
contributed chapters are wary of the implications of this popular idea. The volume is organized into 
four parts concerning philosophical, military, technological and sociological aspects of transhumanism, 
but the reader is free to choose various reading patterns. Topics discussed include gene editing, 
the singularity, ethical machines, metaphors in AI, mind uploading, and the philosophy of art, and 
some perspectives taken or discussed examine transhumanism within the context of the philosophy of 
technology, transhumanism as a derailed anthropology, and critical sociological aspects that consider 
transhumanism in the context of topical concerns such as whiteness, maleness, and masculinity. The 



book will be of value to researchers engaged with artificial intelligence, and the ethical, societal, and 
philosophical impacts of science and technology.

Posthuman Knowledge

The question of what defines the human, and of what is human about the humanities, have been 
shaken up by the radical critiques of humanism and the displacement of anthropomorphism that 
have gained currency in recent years, propelled in part by rapid advances in our knowledge of 
living systems and of their genetic and algorithmic codes coupled with the global expansion of a 
knowledge-intensive capitalism. In Posthuman Knowledge, Rosi Braidotti takes a closer look at the 
impact of these developments on three major areas: the constitution of our subjectivity, the general 
production of knowledge and the practice of the academic humanities. Drawing on feminist, postcolonial 
and anti-racist theory, she argues that the human was never a neutral category but one always linked 
to power and privilege. Hence we must move beyond the old dualities in which Man defined himself, 
beyond the sexualized and racialized others that were excluded from humanity. Posthuman knowledge, 
as Braidotti understands it, is not so much an alternative form of knowledge as a critical call: a call to 
build a multi-layered and multi-directional project that displaces anthropocentrism while pursuing the 
analysis of the discriminatory and violent aspects of human activity and interaction wherever they occur. 
Situated between the exhilaration of scientific and technological advances on the one hand and the 
threat of climate change devastation on the other, the posthuman convergence encourages us to think 
hard and creatively about what we are in the process of becoming.

Posthumanity

In Posthumanity, Brian Cooney examines this philosophically turbulent era, in which the products of 
our latest technology will include a new kind of reality, new kinds of minds, and new sorts of bodies 
for those minds. Until now, major technological innovations have always had an important effect on 
human history. But our newest technology will alter the human animal to such an extent that the next era 
could end up being posthuman. Posthumanity introduces key concepts in philosophy in a creative and 
provocative manner guaranteed to engage the attention of first-year students and other newcomers to 
the study of philosophy. Using examples from films, television, and science fiction, Cooney advances 
a fascinating and original argument about technology while simultaneously acquainting students with 
the foundations of philosophy.

Reflections on the Posthuman in International Relations

By revealing the fragility of mainstream narratives of the 'human, ' each author in this collection 
contributes to an unsettling vision of a posthuman world

Posthumous Life

Posthumous Life launches critical life studies: a mode of inquiry that neither endorses nor dismisses a 
wave of recent "turns" toward life, matter, vitality, inhumanity, animality, and the real. Questioning the 
nature and limits of life in the natural sciences, the essays in this volume examine the boundaries and 
significance of the human and the humanities in the wake of various redefinitions of what counts as 
life. They explore the possibility of theorizing life without assuming it to be either a simple substrate or 
an always-mediated effect of culture and difference. Posthumous Life provides new ways of thinking 
about animals, plants, humans, difference, sexuality, race, gender, identity, the earth, and the future.

The Crisis of Identity in Contemporary Japanese Film

A concise, textually analytical study of the ways in which works of contemporary Japanese cinema 
have explored and reflected a 'crisis' in Japan's changing conceptions of individuality and identity 
approaching the central issue from a range of aspects.

Death of the PostHuman

Death of the PostHuman undertakes a series of critical encounters with the legacy of what had come 
to be known as 'theory, ' and its contemporary supposedly post-human aftermath. There can be no 
redemptive post-human future in which the myopia and anthropocentrism of the species finds an exit 
and manages to emerge with ecology and life. At the same time, what has come to be known as 
the human - despite its normative intensity - can provide neither foundation nor critical lever in the 



Anthropocene epoch. Death of the PostHuman argues for a twenty-first century deconstruction of 
ecological and seemingly post-human futures

Posthumanism

What is posthumanism and why does it matter? This reader offers an introduction to the ways in which 
humanism's belief in the natural supremacy of the Family of Man has been called into question at differ-
ent moments and from different theoretical positions. What is the relationship between posthumanism 
and technology? Can posthumanism have a politics - post-colonial or feminist? Are postmodernism 
and poststructuralism posthumanist? What happens when critical theory meets Hollywood cinema? 
What links posthumanism to science fiction? Posthumanism addresses these and other questions in 
an attempt to come to terms with one of the most pressing issues facing contemporary society.

Debating Humanity

An original approach to the question 'what is a human being?', examining key ideas of leading 
contemporary sociologists and philosophers.
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