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The Unimaginable Mathematics of Borges' Library of Babel

"The Library of Babel" is arguably Jorge Luis Borges' best known story--memorialized along with 
Borges on an Argentine postage stamp. Now, in The Unimaginable Mathematics of Borges' Library of 
Babel, William Goldbloom Bloch takes readers on a fascinating tour of the mathematical ideas hidden 
within one of the classic works of modern literature. Written in the vein of Douglas R. Hofstadter's 
Pulitzer Prize-winning G?del, Escher, Bach, this original and imaginative book sheds light on one 
of Borges' most complex, richly layered works. Bloch begins each chapter with a mathematical 
idea--combinatorics, topology, geometry, information theory--followed by examples and illustrations 
that put flesh on the theoretical bones. In this way, he provides many fascinating insights into Borges' 
Library. He explains, for instance, a straightforward way to calculate how many books are in the 
Library--an easily notated but literally unimaginable number--and also shows that, if each book were the 
size of a grain of sand, the entire universe could only hold a fraction of the books in the Library. Indeed, 
if each book were the size of a proton, our universe would still not be big enough to hold anywhere 
near all the books. Given Borges' well-known affection for mathematics, this exploration of the story 
through the eyes of a humanistic mathematician makes a unique and important contribution to the body 
of Borgesian criticism. Bloch not only illuminates one of the great short stories of modern literature but 
also exposes the reader--including those more inclined to the literary world--to many intriguing and 
entrancing mathematical ideas.

The Unimaginable Mathematics of Borges' Library of Babel

'The Library of Babel' is arguably Jorge Luis Borges' best known story - memorialised along with Borges 
on an Argentine postage stamp. In this volume, William Goldbloom Bloch takes readers on a fascinating 
tour of the mathematical ideas hidden within one of the classic works of modern literature.
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"Not many living artists would be sufficiently brave or inspired to attempt reflecting in art what Borges 
constructs in words. But the detailed, evocative etchings by Erik Desmazieres provide a perfect 
counterpoint to the visionary prose. Like Borges, Desmazieres has created his own universe, his own 
definition of the meaning, topography and geography of the Library of Babel. Printed together, with the 
etchings reproduced in fine-line duotone, text and art unite to present an artist's book that belongs in the 
circle of Borges's sacrosanct Crimson Hexagon - "books smaller than natural books, books omnipotent, 
illustrated, and magical.""--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, 
Inc. All Rights Reserved

The Routledge Companion to Literature and Science

Pt. 1. Literatures and sciences -- pt. 2. Disciplinary and theoretical approaches -- pt. 3. Periods and 
cultures.

The Googlization of Everything

In the beginning, the World Wide Web was exciting and open to the point of anarchy, a vast and 
intimidating repository of unindexed confusion. Into this creative chaos came Google with its dazzling 
mission—"To organize the world’s information and make it universally accessible"—and its much-quot-
ed motto, "Don’t be evil." In this provocative book, Siva Vaidhyanathan examines the ways we have used 
and embraced Google—and the growing resistance to its expansion across the globe. He exposes 
the dark side of our Google fantasies, raising red flags about issues of intellectual property and the 
much-touted Google Book Search. He assesses Google’s global impact, particularly in China, and 
explains the insidious effect of Googlization on the way we think. Finally, Vaidhyanathan proposes the 
construction of an Internet ecosystem designed to benefit the whole world and keep one brilliant and 
powerful company from falling into the "evil" it pledged to avoid.

Beautiful, Simple, Exact, Crazy

Two mathematicians explore how math fits into everything from art, music, and literature to space 
probes and game shows. In this vibrant work, which is ideal for both teaching and learning, Apoorva 
Khare and Anna Lachowska explain the mathematics essential for understanding and appreciating 
our quantitative world. They show with examples that mathematics is a key tool in the creation and 
appreciation of art, music, and literature, not just science and technology. The book covers basic math-
ematical topics from logarithms to statistics, but the authors eschew mundane finance and probability 
problems. Instead, they explain how modular arithmetic helps keep our online transactions safe, how 
logarithms justify the twelve-tone scale commonly used in music, and how transmissions by deep 
space probes are like knights serving as messengers for their traveling prince. Perfect for coursework in 
introductory mathematics and requiring no knowledge of calculus, Khare and Lachowska’s enlightening 
mathematics tour will appeal to a wide audience. “A whirlwind tour through mathematics and its 
applications to the real world, laced with stimulating exercises and fascinating historical insights. 
Destined to become a classic of mathematical exposition.” —Eli Maor, author of e: the Story of a Number 
and Trigonometric Delights “Khare and Lachowska introduce bite-size pieces of important math by 
surrounding them with interesting context, from the Monty Hall problem for probability to a story by Dino 
Buzzati for velocity. Math treated with seriousness and fun.” —Michael Frame, co-author, with Benoit 
Mandelbrot, of Fractals, Graphics, and Mathematics Education “An excellent book, well-suited for a 
thoughtful, quantitatively-rigorous ‘Math for Humanists’ course.” —William Goldbloom Bloch, author of 
The Unimaginable Mathematics of Borges’ Library of Babel

3D Printing

The book in front of you is the first international academic volume on the legal, philosophical and 
economic aspects of the rise of 3D printing. In recent years 3D printing has become a hot topic. 
Some claim that it will revolutionize production and mass consumption, enabling consumers to print 
anything from clothing, automobile parts and guns to various foods, medication and spare parts 
for their home appliances. This may significantly reduce our environmental footprint, but also offers 
potential for innovation and creativity. At the same time 3D printing raises social, ethical, regulatory 
and legal questions. If individuals can print anything they want, how does this affect existing systems 
of intellectual property rights? What are the societal consequences of the various types of products 
one can print with a 3D printer, for example weapons? Should all aspects of 3D printing be regulated, 
and if so, how and to what ends? How will businesses (have to) change their way of working and 



their revenue model in light of the shift to printing-on-demand? How will the role of product designers 
change in a world where everyone has the potential to design their own products? These and other 
questions are addressed in high quality and in-depth contributions by academics and experts, bringing 
together a wide variety of academic discussions on 3D printing from different disciplines as well as 
presenting new views, broadening the discussion beyond the merely technical dimension of 3D printing. 
Bibi van den Berg is Associate Professor at eLaw, the Center for Law and Digital Technologies at Leiden 
University, The Netherlands. Simone van der Hof is Full Professor at eLaw in Leiden and Eleni Kosta is 
Associate Professor at TILT, the Tilburg Institute for Law, Technology and Society at Tilburg University, 
The Netherlands.

Mathematics and Art

This is a cultural history of mathematics and art, from antiquity to the present. Mathematicians and 
artists have long been on a quest to understand the physical world they see before them and the 
abstract objects they know by thought alone. Taking readers on a tour of the practice of mathematics 
and the philosophical ideas that drive the discipline, Lynn Gamwell points out the important ways 
mathematical concepts have been expressed by artists. Sumptuous illustrations of artworks and cogent 
math diagrams are featured in Gamwell's comprehensive exploration. Gamwell begins by describing 
mathematics from antiquity to the Enlightenment, including Greek, Islamic, and Asian mathematics. 
Then focusing on modern culture, Gamwell traces mathematicians' search for the foundations of their 
science, such as David Hilbert's conception of mathematics as an arrangement of meaning-free signs, 
as well as artists' search for the essence of their craft, such as Aleksandr Rodchenko's monochrome 
paintings. She shows that self-reflection is inherent to the practice of both modern mathematics and 
art, and that this introspection points to a deep resonance between the two fields: Kurt Gödel posed 
questions about the nature of mathematics in the language of mathematics and Jasper Johns asked 
"What is art?" in the vocabulary of art. Throughout, Gamwell describes the personalities and cultural 
environments of a multitude of mathematicians and artists, from Gottlob Frege and Benoît Mandelbrot 
to Max Bill and Xu Bing. Mathematics and Art demonstrates how mathematical ideas are embodied in 
the visual arts and will enlighten all who are interested in the complex intellectual pursuits, personalities, 
and cultural settings that connect these vast disciplines.

The Book of Sand

Includes the stories The Congress, Undr, The Mirror and the Mask, August 25, 1983, Blue Tigers, The 
Rose of Paracelsus and Shakespeare's Memory.

Spatiality and Symbolic Expression

In this volume, scholars from a wide range of fields within the humanities explore the links between 
space and place and their relation to cultural expression. This collection shows that a focus on the 
spatial can help elucidate important facets of symbolic expression and cultural production, whether it 
be literature, music, dance, films, or art.

Tar for Mortar

TAR FOR MORTAR offers an in-depth exploration of one of literature's greatest tricksters, Jorge Luis 
Borges. His short story "The Library of Babel" is a signature examplar of this playfulness, though not 
merely for the inverted world it imagines, where a library thought to contain all possible permutations 
of all letters and words and books is plumbed by pious librarians looking for divinely pre-fabricated 
truths. One must grapple as well with the irony of Borges's narration, which undermines at every turn 
its narrator's claims of the library's universality, including the very possibility of exhausting meaning 
through combinatory processing. Borges directed readers to his non-fiction to discover the true author 
of the idea of the universal library. But his supposedly historical essays are notoriously riddled with 
false references and self-contradictions. Whether in truth or in fiction, Borges never reaches a stable 
conclusion about the atomic premises of the universal library - is it possible to find a character set 
capable of expressing all possible meaning, or do these letters, like his stories and essays, divide 
from themselves in a restless incompletion? While many readers of Borges see him as presaging our 
digital technologies, they often give too much credit to our inventions in doing so. Those who elide the 
necessary incompletion of the Library of Babel compare it to the Internet on the assumption that both 
are total archives of all possible thought and expression. Though Borges's imaginings lend themselves 
to digital creativity (libraryofbabel.info is certainly evidence of this), they do so by showing the necessary 



incompleteness of every totalizing project, no matter how technologically refined. Ultimately, Basile 
nudges readers toward the idea that a fictional/imaginary exposition can hold a certain power over 
technology.

Borges and Mathematics

Borges and Mathematics is a short book of essays that explores the scientific thinking of the Argentine 
writer Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986). Around half of the book consists of two "lectures" focused on 
mathematics. The rest of the book reflects on the relationship between literature, artistic creation, 
physics, and mathematics more generally. Written in a way that will be accessible even to those "who 
can only count to ten," the book presents a bravura demonstration of the intricate links between 
the worlds of sciences and arts, and it is a thought-provoking call to dialog for readers from both 
traditions. The author, Guillermo Mart nez, is both a recognized writer, whose murder mystery The 
Oxford Murders has been translated into thirty-five languages, and a PhD in mathematics. Contents: 
Borges and Mathematics: First Lecture; Borges and Mathematics: Second Lecture; The Golem and 
Artificial Intelligence; The Short Story as Logical System; A Margin Too Narrow; Euclid, or the Aesthetics 
of Mathematical Reasoning; Solutions and Disillusions; The Pythagorean Twins; The Music of Chance 
(Interview with Gregory Chaikin); Literature and Rationality; Who's Afraid of the Big Bad One?; A Small, 
Small God; God's Sinkhole. This book was originally published in Spanish as Borges y la matem 
tica (2003). It has been translated with generous support from the Latino Cultural Center at Purdue 
University.

The Shape of Space

Maintaining the standard of excellence set by the previous edition, this textbook covers the basic 
geometry of two- and three-dimensional spaces Written by a master expositor, leading researcher in 
the field, and MacArthur Fellow, it includes experiments to determine the true shape of the universe and 
contains illustrated examples and engaging exercises that teach mind-expanding ideas in an intuitive 
and informal way. Bridging the gap from geometry to the latest work in observational cosmology, 
the book illustrates the connection between geometry and the behavior of the physical universe and 
explains how radiation remaining from the big bang may reveal the actual shape of the universe.

The Cosmic Web

From the central concept of the field—which depicts the world as a mutually interactive whole, with 
each part connected to every other part by an underlying field— have come models as diverse as 
quantum mathematics and Saussure’s theory of language. In The Cosmic Web, N. Katherine Hayles 
seeks to establish the scope of the field concept and to assess its importance for contemporary 
thought. She then explores the literary strategies that are attributable directly or indirectly to the new 
paradigm; among the texts at which she looks closely are Robert Pirsig’s Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance, Nabokov’s Ada, D. H. Lawrence’s early novels and essays, Borges’s fiction, and Thomas 
Pynchon’s Gravity’s Rainbow.

Rhythms of the Brain

This book provides eloquent support for the idea that spontaneous neuron activity, far from being mere 
noise, is actually the source of our cognitive abilities. In a sequence of "cycles," György Buzsáki guides 
the reader from the physics of oscillations through neuronal assembly organization to complex cognitive 
processing and memory storage. His clear, fluid writing-accessible to any reader with some scientific 
knowledge-is supplemented by extensive footnotes and references that make it just as gratifying and 
instructive a read for the specialist. The coherent view of a single author who has been at the forefront 
of research in this exciting field, this volume is essential reading for anyone interested in our rapidly 
evolving understanding of the brain.

Lost Libraries

This pioneering volume of essays explores the destruction of great libraries since ancient times and 
examines the intellectual, political and cultural consequences of loss. Fourteen original contributions, 
introduced by a major re-evaluative history of lost libraries, offer the first ever comparative discussion 
of the greatest catastrophes in book history from Mesopotamia and Alexandria to the dispersal of 



monastic and monarchical book collections, the Nazi destruction of Jewish libraries, and the recent 
horrifying pillage and burning of books in Tibet, Bosnia and Iraq.

The Venice Variations

From the myth of Arcadia through to the twenty-first century, ideas about sustainability – how we 
imagine better urban environments – remain persistently relevant, and raise recurring questions. 
How do cities evolve as complex spaces nurturing both urban creativity and the fortuitous art of 
discovery, and by which mechanisms do they foster imagination and innovation? While past utopias 
were conceived in terms of an ideal geometry, contemporary exemplary models of urban design seek 
technological solutions of optimal organisation. The Venice Variations explores Venice as a prototypical 
city that may hold unique answers to the ancient narrative of utopia. Venice was not the result of a 
preconceived ideal but the pragmatic outcome of social and economic networks of communication. Its 
urban creativity, though, came to represent the quintessential combination of place and institutions of 
its time. Through a discussion of Venice and two other works owing their inspiration to this city – Italo 
Calvino’s Invisible Cities and Le Corbusier’s Venice Hospital – Sophia Psarra describes Venice as a 
system that starts to resemble a highly probabilistic ‘algorithm’, that is, a structure with a small number 
of rules capable of producing a large number of variations. The rapidly escalating processes of urban 
development around our big cities share many of the motivations for survival, shelter and trade that 
brought Venice into existence. Rather than seeing these places as problems to be solved, we need 
to understand how urban complexity can evolve, as happened from its unprepossessing origins in the 
marshes of the Venetian lagoon to the ‘model city’ that endured a thousand years. This book frees 
Venice from stereotypical representations, revealing its generative capacity to inform potential other 
‘Venices’ for the future.

Processos afetivos e volitivos

O livro Processos afetivos e volutivos trata dos processos psicológicos do afeto e da volição. Os temas 
tratados são: senso ético, senso estético, senso do sublime, senso do cômico, vontade e livre arbítrio, 
atenção e significado da vida. A preocupação central do livro tem como objetivo desambiguar as 
confusões que se fazem entre processos cognitivos, afetivos e volitivos de um lado e a confusão entre 
processos sensíveis (biológicos) e processo psicológicos.

Jorge Luis Borges in Context

Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986) is Argentina's most celebrated author. This volume brings together for 
the first time the numerous contexts in which he lived and worked; from the history of the Borges family 
and that of modern Argentina, through two world wars, to events including the Cuban Revolution, 
military dictatorship, and the Falklands War. Borges' distinctive responses to the Western tradition, 
Cervantes and Shakespeare, Kafka, and the European avant garde are explored, along with his 
appraisals of Sarmiento, gauchesque literature and other strands of the Argentine cultural tradition. 
Borges' polemical stance on Catholic integralism in early twentieth-century Argentina is accounted 
for, whilst chapters on Buddhism, Judaism and landmarks of Persian literature illustrate Borges's 
engagement with the East. Finally, his legacy is visible in the literatures of the Americas, in European 
countries such as Italy and Portugal, and in the novels of J. M. Coetzee, representing the Global South.

Neveryóna, Or, The Tale of Signs and Cities

A novel of myth and literacy, Nevèrÿona tells how young Pryn, who can write in this largely pre-literate 
land, flees her mountain village on a dragon's back for Neveryon's capital port, Kolhari, to aid Gorgik's 
rebelllion. Now on the Bridge of Lost Desire, now in Madam Keyne's emotionally embattled gardens, 
now at an empty, moonlit mansion in Nevèrÿon - Kolhari's old artistocractic neighbourhood - and 
finally through a journey into the dangerous south, Pryn finds more answers - and questions - about 
Nevèrÿon's power structure.

A Short Stay in Hell

A damned man struggles to find meaning in a library, the dimensions of which are measured in light 
years.

Decolonizing Science in Latin American Art



Projects that bring the ‘hard’ sciences into art are increasingly being exhibited in galleries and museums 
across the world. In a surge of publications on the subject, few focus on regions beyond Europe 
and the Anglophone world. Decolonizing Science in Latin American Art assembles a new corpus 
of art-science projects by Latin American artists, ranging from big-budget collaborations with NASA 
and MIT to homegrown experiments in artists’ kitchens. While they draw on recent scientific research, 
these art projects also ‘decolonize’ science. If increasing knowledge of the natural world has often 
gone hand-in-hand with our objectification and exploitation of it, the artists studied here emphasize 
the subjectivity and intelligence of other species, staging new forms of collaboration and co-creativity 
beyond the human. They design technologies that work with organic processes to promote the health 
of ecosystems, and seek alternatives to the logics of extractivism and monoculture farming that have 
caused extensive ecological damage in Latin America. They develop do-it-yourself, open-source, com-
mons-based practices for sharing creative and intellectual property. They establish critical dialogues 
between Western science and indigenous thought, reconnecting a disembedded, abstracted form of 
knowledge with the cultural, social, spiritual, and ethical spheres of experience from which it has 
often been excluded. Decolonizing Science in Latin American Art interrogates how artistic practices 
may communicate, extend, supplement, and challenge scientific ideas. At the same time, it explores 
broader questions in the field of art, including the relationship between knowledge, care, and curation; 
nonhuman agency; art and utility; and changing approaches to participation. It also highlights important 
contributions by Latin American thinkers to themes of global significance, including the Anthropocene, 
climate change and environmental justice.

Our Word is Our Weapon

In this landmark book, Seven Stories Press presents a powerful collection of literary, philosophical, 
and political writings of the masked Zapatista spokesperson, Subcomandante Insurgente Marcos. 
Introduced by Nobel Prize winner José Saramago, and illustrated with beautiful black and white 
photographs, Our Word Is Our Weapon crystallizes "the passion of a rebel, the poetry of a movement, 
and the literary genius of indigenous Mexico." Marcos first captured world attention on January 1, 
1994, when he and an indigenous guerrilla group calling themselves "Zapatistas" revolted against the 
Mexican government and seized key towns in Mexico's southernmost state of Chiapas. In the six years 
that have passed since their uprising, Marcos has altered the course of Mexican politics and emerged 
an international symbol of grassroots movement-building, rebellion, and democracy. The prolific stream 
of poetic political writings, tales, and traditional myths that Marcos has penned since January 1, 1994 
fill more than four volumes. Our Word Is Our Weapon presents the best of these writings, many of 
which have never been published before in English. Throughout this remarkable book we hear the 
uncompromising voice of indigenous communities living in resistance, expressing through manifestos 
and myths the universal human urge for dignity, democracy, and liberation. It is the voice of a people 
refusing to be forgotten the voice of Mexico in transition, the voice of a people struggling for democracy 
by using their word as their only weapon.

The Fall of Babel

THE SECRETS OF THE TOWER WILL FINALLY BE REVEALED IN THE REMARKABLE CONCLU-
SION TO THE HIGHLY ACCLAIMED BOOKS OF BABEL SERIES. As Marat's siege engine bores 
through the Tower, Senlin can do nothing but observe the mayhem from inside the belly of the beast. 
Edith and her crew are forced to face Marat on unequal footing, with Senlin caught in the crossfire, 
while Adam attempts to unravel the mystery of his fame inside the crowning ringdom. And when the 
Brick Layer's true ambition is revealed, neither the Tower nor its inhabitants will ever be the same 
again. Praise for the Books of Babel 'Josiah Bancroft is a magician. His books are that rare alchemy: 
gracefully written, deliriously imaginative, action-packed, warm, witty and thought-provoking' Madeline 
Miller, author of Circe 'The Books of Babel are something you hope to see perhaps once a decade - 
future classics, which may be remembered long after the series concludes' LA Times 'It is not merely a 
five-star book, it's a masterpiece' Mark Lawrence 'A vibrant, wholly original and expertly crafted novel 
that transcends genre fantasy. It is an instant literary classic' Fantasy Book Review 'It's rare to finad a 
modern book that feels like a timeless classic. I'm wildly in love with this book' Pierce Brown, author of 
Red Rising 'One of the most original, intriguing, well written, witty and wondrous fantasy fiction debuts 
I've ever read' Fantasy Faction The Books of Babel Senlin Ascends The Arm of the Sphinx The Hod 
King The Fall of Babel

The Book of Sand



Thirteen new stories by the celebrated writer, including two which he considers his greatest achieve-
ments to date, artfully blend elements from many literary geares.

Understanding the Infinite

An accessible history and philosophical commentary on our notion of infinity. How can the infinite, a 
subject so remote from our finite experience, be an everyday tool for the working mathematician? 
Blending history, philosophy, mathematics, and logic, Shaughan Lavine answers this question with 
exceptional clarity. Making use of the mathematical work of Jan Mycielski, he demonstrates that 
knowledge of the infinite is possible, even according to strict standards that require some intuitive basis 
for knowledge. Praise for Understanding the Infinite “Understanding the Infinite is a remarkable blend 
of mathematics, modern history, philosophy, and logic, laced with refreshing doses of common sense. 
It is a potted history of, and a philosophical commentary on, the modern notion of infinity as formalized 
in axiomatic set theory . . . An amazingly readable [book] given the difficult subject matter. Most of 
all, it is an eminently sensible book. Anyone who wants to explore the deep issues surrounding the 
concept of infinity . . . will get a great deal of pleasure from it.” —Ian Stewart, New Scientist “How, in 
a finite world, does one obtain any knowledge about the infinite? Lavine argues that intuitions about 
the infinite derive from facts about the finite mathematics of indefinitely large size . . . The issues are 
delicate, but the writing is crisp and exciting, the arguments original. This book should interest readers 
whether philosophically, historically, or mathematically inclined, and large parts are within the grasp of 
the general reader. Highly recommended.” —D. V. Feldman, Choice

Orientalism

‘A stimulating, elegant yet pugnacious essay’—Observer In this highly acclaimed seminal work, Edward 
Said surveys the history and nature of Western attitudes towards the East, considering Orientalism as 
a powerful European ideological creation—a way for writers, philosophers and colonial administrators 
to deal with the ‘otherness’ of Eastern culture, customs and beliefs. He traces this view through the 
writings of Homer, Nerval and Flaubert, Disraeli and Kipling, whose imaginative depictions have greatly 
contributed to the West’s romantic and exotic picture of the Orient. In the Afterword, Said examines the 
effect of continuing Western imperialism.

The Universal Book of Mathematics

Praise for David Darling The Universal Book of Astronomy "A first-rate resource for readers and 
students of popular astronomy and general science. . . . Highly recommended." -Library Journal "A 
comprehensive survey and . . . a rare treat." -Focus The Complete Book of Spaceflight "Darling's 
content and presentation will have any reader moving from entry to entry." -The Observatory magazine 
Life Everywhere "This remarkable book exemplifies the best of today's popular science writing: it is 
lucid, informative, and thoroughly enjoyable." -Science Books & Films "An enthralling introduction to 
the new science of astrobiology." -Lynn Margulis Equations of Eternity "One of the clearest and most 
eloquent expositions of the quantum conundrum and its philosophical and metaphysical implications 
that I have read recently." -The New York Times Deep Time "A wonderful book. The perfect overview 
of the universe." -Larry Niven

War and Algorithm

This book looks at the changing forms of violence and likely consequences of a fully digitalized world.

Anarchism and the Crisis of Representation

"Anarchism and the Crisis of Representation is intended to provide readers of literary criticism, art 
history, political philosophy, and the social sciences with a fresh perspective from which to revisit 
dead-end theoretical debates over concepts such as "agency," "essentialism," and "realism" - and, at 
the same time, to offer a new take on anarchism itself, challenging conventional readings of the tradition. 
The anarchism that emerges from this reinterpretation is neither a musty rationalism nor a millenarian 
irrationalism, but a living body of thought that points beyond the sterile antinomies of post-modern and 
Marxist theory."--BOOK JACKET.

The Semantic Sphere 1



The new digital media offers us an unprecedented memory capacity,an ubiquitous communication 
channel and a growing computing power.How can we exploit this medium to augment our personal and 
socialcognitive processes at the service of human development? Combininga deep knowledge of hu-
manities and social sciences as well as areal familiarity with computer science issues, this bookexplains 
the collaborative construction of a globalhypercortex coordinated by a computable metalanguage. 
Byrecognizing fully the symbolic and social nature of humancognition, we could transform our current 
opaque global brain intoa reflexive collective intelligence.

Eternity by the Stars

In a century replete with radical politics, final liberations, historical codas, and dreams of eternity, the 
shadowy figure of Louis-Auguste Blanqui, the constant revolutionary, wrote Eternity by the Stars in the 
last months of 1871 while incarcerated in Fort du Taureau, a marine cell of the English Channel. In the 
midst of contemplating his confinement, Blanqui devises a simple calculation in which the infinity of 
time is confronted with the finite number of possible events to suggest a most radical conclusion: every 
chain of events is bound to repeat itself eternally in space and time. Our lives are being lived an infinity 
of times across the confines of the universe, and death, defeat, success and glory are never final. For 
the world is nothing but the play of probabilities on the great stage of time and space. By straddling the 
boundaries of hyperrealism and hallucinatory thinking, Blanqui's hypothesis offers a deep, tragic, and 
heartfelt reflection on the place of the human in the universe, the value of action, and the aching that 
lies at the heart of every modern soul. This first critical edition of Blanqui's incantatory text in English 
features an extended introduction by Frank Chouraqui. Exploring sources of Blanqui's thinking in his 
intellectual context, Chouraqui traces the legacy of the text in critiques of modernity devoting particular 
attention to the figures of Nietzsche, Walter Benjamin, and Borges. It features copious illuminating 
annotations that bring out the web of connections which interlace the great marginal figure of Blanqui 
with more than two millennia of European culture.

In Bluebeard's Castle

The author presents a penetrating analysis of the collapse of Western culture during the last half of the 
twentieth century

Out Of Control

Out of Control chronicles the dawn of a new era in which the machines and systems that drive our 
economy are so complex and autonomous as to be indistinguishable from living things.

The Lesson of the Master

Jorge Luis Borges wrote: "Fame is a form of incomprehension, perhaps the worst." Since his death 
Borges has been inducted into the world literary canon through the efforts of a number of influential 
critics and the Borges estate. Central to this project has been the publication of a group of grand 
volumes whose greatest achievement has been to make available in English works that had previously 
remained obscure, even in Spanish. The five-year collaboration (1967-1972) between Borges and 
Norman Thomas di Giovanni produced the translations that brought Borges his burgeoning global 
English readership. The Lesson of the Master--a memoir and essays--is an indispensable work for 
Borges readers and his growing legion of students and scholars. Di Giovanni was the only translator 
to have Borges on hand on a daily basis to contradict or authorize his work. In addition di Giovanni 
is not burdened with an over-reverence for his subject but is on the contrary playful, robust, and witty. 
The Lesson of the Master is an essential illumination of one of the great masters of twentieth-century 
literature.

Chaos and Order

The scientific discovery that chaotic systems embody deep structures of order is one of such wide-rang-
ing implications that it has attracted attention across a spectrum of disciplines, including the humanities. 
In this volume, fourteen theorists explore the significance for literary and cultural studies of the new 
paradigm of chaotics, forging connections between contemporary literature and the science of chaos. 
They examine how changing ideas of order and disorder enable new readings of scientific and literary 
texts, from Newton's Principia to Ruskin's autobiography, from Victorian serial fiction to Borges's short 
stories. N. Katherine Hayles traces shifts in meaning that chaos has undergone within the Western 



tradition, suggesting that the science of chaos articulates categories that cannot be assimilated into the 
traditional dichotomy of order and disorder. She and her contributors take the relation between order 
and disorder as a theme and develop its implications for understanding texts, metaphors, metafiction, 
audience response, and the process of interpretation itself. Their innovative and diverse work opens 
the interdisciplinary field of chaotics to literary inquiry.

Evaluation in Translation

In this book, Jeremy Munday presents advances towards a general theory of evaluation in translator 
decision-making that will be of high importance to translator and interpreter training and to descriptive 
translation analysis. By ‘evaluation’ the author refers to how a translator’s subjective stance manifests 
itself linguistically in a text. In a world where translation and interpreting function as a prism through 
which opposing personal and political views enter a target culture, it is crucial to investigate how such 
views are processed and sometimes subjectively altered by the translator. To this end, the book focuses 
on the translation process (rather than the product) and strives to identify more precisely those points 
where the translator is most likely to express judgment or evaluation. The translations studied cover a 
range of languages (Arabic, Chinese, Dutch, French, German, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Russian, 
Spanish and American Sign Language) accompanied by English glosses to facilitate comprehension 
by readers. This is key reading for researchers and postgraduates studying translation theory within 
Translation and Interpreting Studies.

The Information: A History, a Theory, a Flood

Winner of the Royal Society Winton Prize for Science Books 2012, the world's leading prize for popular 
science writing.

Labyrinths

Jorge Luis Borges's Labyrinths is a collection of short stories and essays showcasing one of Latin 
America's most influential and imaginative writers. This Penguin Modern Classics edition is edited by 
Donald A. Yates and James E. Irby, with an introduction by James E. Irby and a preface by André 
Maurois. Jorge Luis Borges was a literary spellbinder whose tales of magic, mystery and murder are 
shot through with deep philosophical paradoxes. This collection brings together many of his stories, 
including the celebrated 'Library of Babel', whose infinite shelves contain every book that could ever 
exist, 'Funes the Memorious' the tale of a man fated never to forget a single detail of his life, and 
'Pierre Menard, Author of the Quixote', in which a French poet makes it his life's work to create an 
identical copy of Don Quixote. In later life, dogged by increasing blindness, Borges used essays and 
brief tantalising parables to explore the enigma of time, identity and imagination. Playful and disturbing, 
scholarly and seductive, his is a haunting and utterly distinctive voice. Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986) 
was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina. A poet, critic and short story writer, he received numerous awards 
for his work including the 1961 International Publisher's Prize (shared with Samuel Beckett). He has a 
reasonable claim, along with Kafka and Joyce, to be one of the most influential writers of the twentieth 
century. If you enjoyed Labyrinths, you might like Franz Kafka's Metamorphosis and Other Stories, 
also available in Penguin Modern Classics. 'His is the literature of eternity'Peter Ackroyd, The Times 
'One of the towering figures of literature in Spanish'James Woodall, Guardian 'Probably the greatest 
twentieth-century author never to win the Nobel Prize'Economist

Kant's Dog

Situates Borges at the limit of philosophy and literature.
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