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Explore the foundational ideas of Karl Marx with this concise introduction. Discover the core tenets of 
Marxism, including his critiques of capitalism and his vision for social transformation. This short guide 
offers essential insights into Marx's enduring legacy in philosophy, economics, and social theory.
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Marx: A Very Short Introduction

Peter Singer identifies the central vision that unifies Marx's thought, enabling us to grasp Marx's views 
as a whole. He sees him as a philosopher primarily concerned with human freedom, rather than as 
an economist or a social scientist. He explains alienation, historical materialism, the economic theory 
of Capital, and Marx's ideas of communism, in plain English, and concludes with an assessment of 
Marx's legacy. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press 
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way 
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Marx

This book fulfils the need for a brief account of Marx and his work. By identifying the central vision that 
unifies Marx's thought, Peter Singer enables us to grasp Marx's views as a whole.

Communism: A Very Short Introduction

The collapse of communism was one of the most defining moments of the twentieth century. This 
Very Short Introduction examines the history behind the political, economic, and social structures of 
communism as an ideology.

Hegel: A Very Short Introduction

Many people regard Hegel's work as obscure and extremely difficult, yet his importance and influence 
are universally acknowledged. Professor Singer eliminates any excuse for remaining ignorant of the 
outlines of Hegel's philosophy by providing a broad discussion of his ideas and an account of his 
major works. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press 
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way 
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Engels: A Very Short Introduction

It is by no means absurd to say that Engels invented Marxism. His work did more than Marx to make 
converts of the most influential political movement of modern times. He was not only the father of 
dialectical and historical materialism, the official philosophies of history and science in many communist 
countries; he was also the first Marxist historian, anthropologist, philosopher, and commentator on early 
Marx. In his later years Engels developed his materialist interpretation of history, his chief intellectual 
legacy, which has had revolutionary effects on the arts and social sciences. Terrell Carver traces 
its source and its effect on the development of Marxist theory and practice, assesses its utility, and 
discusses the difficulties which Marxists have encountered in defending it. ABOUT THE SERIES: The 
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every 
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our 
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting 
and challenging topics highly readable.

Socialism: a Very Short Introduction

Exploring the role of socialism over the last two hundred years, Michael Newman explains its major 
theories, and the key challenges facing it today. Drawing on case studies such as Bolivia and Cuba, he 
considers recent attempts to put socialism into practice, and argues that it remains ultimately relevant 
in today's world.

Politics: A Very Short Introduction

In this provocative but balanced essay, Kenneth Minogue discusses the development of politics from 
the ancient world to the twentieth century. He prompts us to consider why political systems evolve, how 
politics offers both power and order in our society, whether democracy is always a good thing, and what 
future politics may have in the twenty-first century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions 
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These 
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors 
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging 
topics highly readable.

Marx

Secondary edition statement from sticker on cover.

Critical Theory

In this introduction, Kenneth Minogue discusses the development of politics from the ancient world 
to the twentieth century. He considers the evolution of different systems, ideological aspects and the 
future of political science.

Marx for beginners

Featuring the works from Marx's enormous corpus, this title covers Marx's development from the 
Hegelian idealism of his youth to the mature socialism of his later works. It includes writings from Marx's 
early philosophical works, and the central writings on historical materialism.

Politics: A Very Short Introduction

Very Short Introduction Boxed SetsBooks that are perfect to pop in your pocket now packaged to make 
the ideal gift!Five of the best-selling introductory books to 19th philosophy from the highly acclaimed 
Very Short Introductions series packaged in a stylish case to make the ideal gift or way-in to a subject 
area.This boxed set gives a great introductory overview to the subject of 19th century philosophy: Hegel, 
Marx, Nietzsche, Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard.Hegel: A Very Short Introduction by Peter Singer'an 
excellent introduction to Hegel's thought... Hegel is neatly placed in historical context; the formal waltz 
of dialectic and the dialectic master and slave are economically illumined; Singer's use of analogy is at 
times inspired.' - Sunday TimesMarx: A Very Short Introduction by Peter SingerPeter Singer identifies 
the central vision that unifies Marx's thought, enabling us to grasp Marx's views as a whole. He sees 
him as a philosopher primarily concerned with human freedom, rather than as an economist or a social 
scientist. He explains alienation, historical materialism, the economic theory of Capital, and Marx's 



ideas of communism, in plain English, and concludes with an assessment of Marx's legacy.Nietzsche: 
A Very Short Introduction by Michael TannerMichael Tanner's readable introduction to the philosopher's 
life and work examines the numerous ambiguities inherent in his writings. It also explodes the many 
misconceptions fostered in the hundred years since Nietzsche wrote, prophetically: 'Do not, above all, 
confound me with what I am not!'Schopenhauer: A Very Short Introduction by Christopher Janaway'an 
excellent brief introduction to Schopenhauer's thought - well-written, concise, and pitched at just the 
right level.' - Christopher Norris, University of WalesSchopenhauer's philosophy inspired many artists 
and thinkers including Nietzsche, Wagner, Freud, and Wittgenstein. His central notion is that of the will 
- a blind, irrational force that he uses to interpret both the human mind and the whole of nature. Seeing 
human behaviour as that of a natural organism governed by the will to life, Schopenhauer developed 
radical insights concerning the unconscious and sexuality which influenced both psychologists and 
philosophers.Kierkegaard: A Very Short Introduction by Patrick GardinerSoren Kierkegaard (1813-55) 
wrote widely on religious, psychological, and literary themes. His seminal diagnosis of the human 
condition, emphasizing the significance of individual choice, was his most striking philosophical legacy, 
particularly for the growth of existentialism.Patrick Gardiner's beautifully written Kierkegaard makes 
him come alive both as a thinker and as a human being. ' -Independent

Selected Writings

This book provides an historical account of feminism, exploring its earliest roots and key issues such 
as voting rights and the liberation of the sixties. Margaret Walters brings the subject completely up to 
date by providing a global analysis of the situation of women, from Europe and the United States to 
Third World countries.

The Thought Box

Ideology is one of the most controversial terms in the political vocabulary, inciting both revulsion and 
inspiration. This book explains why ideologies deserve respect as a major form of political thinking, 
without which we cannot make sense of the political world. The reader is introduced to their vitality and 
force, utilizing insights from a range of disciplines, and through examining the arguments of the main 
ideologies.

Feminism: A Very Short Introduction

What do anarchists want? Can anarchy ever function effectively as a political force? Is anarchism more 
'organized' and 'reasonable' than is currently perceived? Colin Ward explains what anarchism means 
and who anarchists are in this illuminating and accessible introduction to the subject.

Ideology

What is capitalism? Is capitalism the same everywhere? Is there an alternative? The word 'capitalism' 
is one that is heard and used frequently, but what is capitalism really all about, and what does it mean? 
The book begins by addressing basic issues such as 'what is capital?' before discussing the history 
and development of capitalism through three detailed and absorbing case studies ranging from the 
tulipomania of seventeenth-century Holland to the recent Enron crisis in America. Fulcher addresses 
important present day issues, such as New Labour's relationship with capitalism, the significance of 
global capitalism, and distinctive national models of capitalism. He also explores whether capital has 
escaped the nation-state by going global, emphasizing that globalizing processes are not new. He 
discusses the crisis tendencies of capitalism, such as the Southeast Asian banking crisis, the collapse 
of the Russian economy, and the 1997- 1998 global financial crisis, and asks whether capitalism is 
doomed. The book ends by asking whether there is an alternative to capitalism, discussing socialism, 
communal and cooperative experiments, and the alternatives proposed by environmentalists. ABOUT 
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of 
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Anarchism: A Very Short Introduction

Beautiful new edition of a classic comic-book introduction to Marxist thought. Karl Marx was one of the 
most influential thinkers of the late 19th century, inspiring revolutions and colossal political upheavals 



that have radically transformed the lives of millions of people and the geopolitical map of the entire 
world. But was he a 'Marxist' himself? And how are his ideas still in play in today's society? Marxism: A 
Graphic Guide traces the story of Marx's original philosophy, from its roots in 19th-century European 
thinkers like Hegel, to its influence on modern-day culture. It looks at Marxism's Russian disciples, 
Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin, who forged a ruthless, dogmatic Communism, and the alternative Marxist 
approaches of Gramsci, the Frankfurt School of critical theory and the structuralist Marxism of Althusser 
in the 1960s. Rupert Woodfin and Oscar Zarate's classic book, updated by Alex Locascio, explores the 
life, history, philosophy and politics of this most divisive of thinkers, and argues that Marxism remains 
a powerful set of ideas even today.

Capitalism: A Very Short Introduction

As a giant of 20th century history, Mao Zedong played many roles: peasant revolutionary, patriotic 
leader against the Japanese occupation, Marxist theoretician, modernizer, and visionary despot. This 
Very Short Introduction chronicles Mao's journey from peasant child to ruler of the most populous 
nation on Earth. He was a founder of both the Chinese Communist Party and the Red Army, and for 
many years he fought on two fronts, for control of the Party and in an armed struggle for the Party's 
control of the country. His revolution unified China and began its rise to world power status. He was the 
architect of the Great Leap Forward that he hoped would make China both prosperous and egalitarian, 
but instead ended in economic disaster resulting in millions of deaths. It was Mao's growing suspicion 
of his fellow leaders that led him to launch the Cultural Revolution, and his last years were dogged 
by ill-health and his despairing attempts to find a successor whom he trusted. Delia Davin provides 
an invaluable introduction to Mao, showing him in all his complexity; ruthless, brutal, and ambitious, 
a man of enormous talent and perception, yet a leader who is still detested by some and venerated 
by others. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press 
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way 
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Marxism: A Graphic Guide

Soren Kierkegaard (1813-55), one of the most original thinkers of the nineteenth century, wrote widely 
on religious, psychological, and literary themes. This book shows how Kierkegaard developed his views 
in emphatic opposition to prevailing opinions. It describes his reaction to the ethical and religious 
theories of Kant and Hegel, and it also contrasts his position with doctrines advanced by men like 
Feuerbach and Marx. Kierkegaard's seminal diagnosis of the human condition, which emphasizes the 
significance of individual choice, has arguably been his most striking philosophical legacy, particularly 
for the growth of existentialism. Both that and his arresting but paradoxical conception of religious 
belief are critically discussed, and Patrick Gardiner concludes this lucid introduction by showing how 
Kierkegaard has influenced contemporary thought. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions 
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These 
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors 
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging 
topics highly readable.

Mao: A Very Short Introduction

There are many stories we can tell about the past, and we are not, perhaps, as free as we might 
imagine in our choice of which stories to tell, or where those stories end. John Arnold's Very Short 
Introduction is a stimulating essay about how we study and understand history. The book begins by 
inviting us to think about various questions provoked by our investigation of history, and explores the 
ways these questions have been answered in the past. Concepts such as causation, interpretation, 
and periodization, are introduced by means of concrete examples of how historians work, giving the 
reader a sense of the excitement of discovering not only the past, but also ourselves. ABOUT THE 
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles 
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Kierkegaard: A Very Short Introduction



Economics has the capacity to offer us deep insights into some of the most formidable problems of life, 
and offer solutions to them too. Combining a global approach with examples from everyday life, Partha 
Dasgupta describes the lives of two children who live very different lives in different parts of the world: 
in the Mid-West USA and in Ethiopia. He compares the obstacles facing them, and the processes that 
shape their lives, their families, and their futures. He shows how economics uncovers these processes, 
finds explanations for them, and how it forms policies and solutions. Along the way, Dasgupta provides 
an intelligent and accessible introduction to key economic factors and concepts such as individual 
choices, national policies, efficiency, equity, development, sustainability, dynamic equilibrium, property 
rights, markets, and public goods. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from 
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized 
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, 
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly 
readable.

History: A Very Short Introduction

German philosophy remains the core of modern philosophy. Without Kant, Frege, Wittgenstein, and 
Husserl there would be no Anglo-American 'analytical' style of philosophy. Moreover, without Kant, 
Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and Heidegger, the 'Continental Philosophy' of Derrida, Foucault, Deleuze, 
Badiou, and Zizek, which has had major effects on humanities subjects in recent years, is incomprehen-
sible. Knowledge of German philosophy is, then, an indispensable prerequisite of theoretically informed 
study in the humanities as a whole. German Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction discusses the idea 
that German philosophy forms one of the most revealing responses to the problems of 'modernity'. 
The rise of the modern natural sciences and the related decline of religion raises a series of questions, 
which recur throughout German philosophy, concerning the relationships between knowledge and faith, 
reason and emotion, and scientific, ethical, and artistic ways of seeing the world. There are also many 
significant philosophers who are generally neglected in most existing English-language treatments of 
German philosophy, which tend to concentrate on the canonical figures. This Very Short Introduction 
will include reference to these thinkers and suggests how they can be used to question more familiar 
German philosophical thought. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford 
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books 
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, 
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Economics: A Very Short Introduction

Philosopher, economist, political theorist and revolutionary, Karl Marx is one of the most legendary, 
influential thinkers of all time. His work changed the course of history and continues to impact upon 
people and governments across the globe. But who was this extraordinary man and what made him 
tick? Who the hell is Karl Marx? traces the life and times of this great thinker, and then takes a deep 
dive into three of his key ideas - class struggle, capitalism and communism. Written in an engaging 
and easy-to-read way, this book will tell you all you need to know about Marx while showing you how 
his powerful and original ideas continue to be as vital and relevant to political debate today as they 
were in his own time. Reviews: "...a nifty little primer on how to think with Marx in the 21st century...The 
book's greatest utility lies in its ability to help newcomers think with Marx about the world on their own." 
Dr Ron Haas, Texas State University "Socialist historian Manus McGrogan has done us all a service 
with his new book, which pulls Karl Marx right out of that 'difficult' box into an accessible summary 
of his life and ideas. " Solomon Hughes, Morning Star, 24 April 2020 "Manus McGrogan successfully 
weaves the disparate strands of philosophy, economic, history and biography together in a narrative 
that is accessible without losing any depth of analysis." Judy Cox, Socialist Review, April 2020 issue

German Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction

A critical examination of the social theories of Karl Marx.

Who the Hell is Karl Marx?

A compact introduction to modernism--why it began, what it is, and how it hasshaped virtually all 
aspects of 20th and 21st century life

Making Sense of Marx



'All too often, Karl Marx has been regarded as a demon or a deity - or a busted flush. This fresh, 
provocative, and hugely enjoyable book explains why, for all his shortcomings, his critique of modern 
society remains forcefully relevant even in the twenty-first century.' Francis Wheen, author of Karl Marx 
In recent years we could be forgiven for assuming that Marx has nothing left to say to us. Marxist 
regimes have failed miserably, and with them, it seemed, all reason to take Marx seriously. The fall of 
the Berlin Wall had enormous symbolic resonance: it was taken to be the fall of Marx as well as of 
Marxist politics and economics. This timely book argues that we can detach Marx the critic of current 
society from Marx the prophet of future society, and that he remains the most impressive critic we 
have of liberal, capitalist, bourgeois society. It also shows that the value of the 'great thinkers' does not 
depend on their views being true, but on other features such as their originality, insight, and systematic 
vision. On this account too Marx still richly deserves to be read.

Modernism: A Very Short Introduction

What is capitalism? Is capitalism the same everywhere? Is there an alternative? The word 'capitalism' 
is one that is heard and used frequently, but what is capitalism really all about, and what does it 
mean? This Very Short Introduction addresses questions such as 'what is capital?' before discussing 
the history and development of capitalism through several detailed case studies, ranging from the 
tulipomania of 17th century Holland, the Great Depression of the 1930s, and in this new edition, the 
impact of the global financial crisis that started in 2007-8. James Fulcher looks at the different forms 
that capitalism takes in Britain, Japan, Sweden, and the United States, and explores whether capitalism 
has escaped the nation-state by going global. It ends by asking whether there is an alternative 
to capitalism, discussing socialism, communal and cooperative experiments, and the alternatives 
proposed by environmentalists. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford 
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books 
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, 
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Why Read Marx Today?

Scholars have largely misunderstood Soren Kierkegaard, remembering him chiefly in connection with 
the development of existentialist philosophy in this century. In a short and unhappy life, he wrote 
many books and articles on literary, satirical, religious and psychological themes, but the diversity 
and idiosyncratic style of his writing have contributed to a misunderstanding of his ideas. In this 
book--the only introduction to the full range of Kierkegaard's thought--Patrick Gardiner demonstrates 
how Kierkegaard developed his ideas and examines his thoughts in light of the doctrines on society 
developed by his contemporaries Marx and Feuerbach. Finally, he assesses the profound importance 
of Kierkegaard's ideas on the development of modern ways of thinking.

Capitalism: A Very Short Introduction

Applied mathematics plays a role in many different fields, especially the sciences and engineering. 
Goriely explains its nature and its relationship to pure mathematics, and through a variety of applica-
tions - such as mathematical modelling to predict the effects of climate change - he illustrates its power 
in tackling very practical problems.

Kierkegaard
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Applied Mathematics

In the debris of the financial crash of 2008, the principles of John Maynard Keynes -- that economic 
storms are a normal part of the market system, that governments need to step in and use fiscal 
ammunition to prevent these storms from becoming depressions, and that societies that value the 
pursuit of money should reprioritize -- are more pertinent and applicable than ever. In Keynes: The 
Return of the Master, Robert Skidelsky brilliantly synthesizes Keynes career and life, and offers nervous 
capitalists a positive answer to the question we now face: When unbridled capitalism falters, is there 
an alternative?

Why Marx Was Right

`A very good idea, these Very Short Introductions, a new concept from OUP' Nicholas Lezard, Guardian 
--Book Jacket.

Keynes

Emphasizing the Romantic heritage and modernist legacy of Karl Marx's writings, Peter Osborne 
presents Marx's thought as a developing investigation into what it means, concretely, for humans to be 
practical historical beings. Drawing upon passages from a wide range of Marx's writings, and showing 
the links between them, Osborne refutes the myth of Marx as a reductively economistic thinker. What 
Marx meant by 'materialism', 'communism' and the 'critique of political economy' was much richer 
and more original, philosophically, than is generally recognized. With the renewed globalization of 
capitalism since 1989, Osborne argues, Marx's analyses of the consequences of commodification are 
more relevant today than ever before. Extracts are taken from the full breadth of Marx's writings, from 
his student Notebooks on Epicurean Philosophy, via the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts and 
The Communist Manifesto to Capital.

German Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction

"The Industrial Revolution was one of the great, transforming events of world history. Robert C. Allen 
explains what happened during this period, and why. He asks why the revolution occured in Britain 
rather than other countries, and looks at the impact of changing technology and business organizations 
on contemporary social structures."--Publisher's description.

How To Read Marx

The global economic crisis and recession that began in 2008 had at least one unexpected outcome: 
a surge in sales of Karl Marx's Capital. Although mainstream economists and commentators once 
dismissed Marx's work as outmoded and flawed, some are begrudgingly acknowledging an analysis 
that sees capitalism as inherently unstable. And of course, there are those, like Michael Heinrich, who 
have seen the value of Marx all along, and are in a unique position to explain the intricacies of Marx's 
thought. Heinrich's modern interpretation of Capital is now available to English-speaking readers for the 
first time. It has gone through nine editions in Germany, is the standard work for Marxist study groups, 
and is used widely in German universities. The author systematically covers all three volumes of Capital 
and explains all the basic aspects of Marx's critique of capitalism in a way that is clear and concise. 
He provides background information on the intellectual and political milieu in which Marx worked, and 
looks at crucial issues beyond the scope of Capital, such as class struggle, the relationship between 
capital and the state, accusations of historical determinism, and Marx's understanding of communism. 
Uniquely, Heinrich emphasizes the monetary character of Marx's work, in addition to the traditional 
emphasis on the labor theory of value, this highlighting the relevance of Capital to the age of financial 
explosions and implosions.

The Industrial Revolution

Summary: Philosopher Stephen Law explains why humanism--though a rejection of religion--neverthe-
less provides both a moral basis and a meaning for our lives.-publisher description.



An Introduction to the Three Volumes of Karl Marx's Capital

Examines how philosophers including Plato, Descartes, Hobbes, Darwin, and de Beauvoir responded 
to real life situations, and how their responses continue to influence people today.

Humanism: A Very Short Introduction

Written by one of political theory's leading thinkers, The Philosophy of Marx examines all the key 
areas of Marx's writings in their wider historical and theoretical context-including the concepts of class 
struggle, ideology, humanism, progress, determinism, commodity fetishism, and the state. Etienne 
Balibar opens a gateway into the thought of one of history's great minds. In this updated edition to this 
now classic work, Balibar has added a substantial introduction and new material. Complete with key 
"information boxes" for the student to make the most challenging areas of theory easy to understand, 
this remains the best available introduction to the most important thinker of the past 200 years.

Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction

'We are free when, like artists, we produce without the goad of physical necessity' Karl Marx For Marx, 
freedom entailed release from commercial labour. In this highly engaging account, Eagleton outlines the 
relationship between production, labour and ownership which lie at the core of Marx's thinking. Marx's 
utopia was a place in which labour is increasingly automated, emancipating the wealth of sensuous 
individual development so that 'savouring a peach [is an aspect] of our self-actualisation as much as 
building dams or churning out coat-hangers'. Combining extracts from Marx's revolutionary philosophy, 
along with insightful analysis, this is the perfect guide to one of the world's greatest thinkers.

The Philosophy of Marx

The Great Philosophers:Marx
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