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Explore the complex interplay between historical fact and popular perception surrounding the First
World War. This discussion delves into the enduring myths and evolving collective memory of the
Great War, examining how narratives have been shaped over time and their profound impact on
understanding one of humanity's most transformative conflicts.
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The Great War

The First World War, with its mud and the slaughter of the trenches, is often taken as the ultimate
example of the futility of war. Generals, safe in their headquarters behind the lines, sent millions of men
to their deaths to gain a few hundred yards of ground. Writers, notably Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred
Owen, provided unforgettable images of the idiocy and tragedy of the war. Yet this vision of the war is
at best a partial one, the war only achieving its status as the worst of wars in the last thirty years. At
the time, the war aroused emotions of pride and patriotism. Not everyone involved remembered the
war only for its miseries. The generals were often highly professional and indeed won the war in 1918.
In this original and challenging book, Dan Todman shows views of the war have changed over the last
ninety years and how a distorted image of it emerged and became dominant.

The Great War

A challenging new cultural history of the First World War.
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Landmark study of World War I, describing its effects on the nation.

THE GREAT WAR

Paul Fussell s award-winning landmark study of World War I, originally published in 1975, remains as
original and gripping today as ever but now, for the first time, his literary and illuminating account comes
in a beautifully illustrated edition. World War | changed a generation, ushered in the modern era, and
revolutionized how we see the world. By drawing from a variety of primary sources including personal
correspondence, newspapers, and literary works Fussell brings the period alive. Not only does he
give us a more profound understanding of what the Great War meant to the people who lived through
it, he also analyzes our modern perception of its impact. The wide selection of rare and fascinating
images (approximately 160 of them) includes photographs, illustrations, and maps from period books,
magazines, newspapers, advertisements, and other publications. Not only do they heighten the impact
of Fussell s remarkable critical interpretation, they help us fully grasp the true scope of this aptly named
and catastrophic war.

The Great War and Modern Memory

A comparative study of the cultural impact of the Great War on British and German societies. Taking
medievalism as a mode of public commemorations as its focus, this book unravels the British and
German search for historical continuity and meaning in the shadow of an unprecedented human
catastrophe.

The Great War and Medieval Memory

This edited collection contributes to the current vivid multidisciplinary debate on East European
memory politics and the post-communist instrumentalization and re-mythologization of World War II
memories. The book focuses on the three Slavic countries of post-Soviet Eastern Europe — Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus — the epicentre of Soviet war suffering, and the heartland of the Soviet war
myth. The collection gives insight into the persistence of the Soviet commemorative culture and the
myth of the Great Patriotic War in the post-Soviet space. It also demonstrates that for geopolitical,
cultural, and historical reasons the political uses of World War Il differ significantly across Ukraine,
Russia and Belarus, with important ramifications for future developments in the region and beyond. The
chapters 'Introduction: War and Memory in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus', ‘From the Trauma of Stalinism
to the Triumph of Stalingrad: The Toponymic Dispute over Volgograd’ and 'The “Partisan Republic™:
Colonial Myths and Memory Wars in Belarus' are published open access under a CC BY 4.0 license
at link.springer.com. The chapter 'Memory, Kinship, and Mobilization of the Dead: The Russian State
and the “Immortal Regiment” Movement' is published open access under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license
at link.springer.com.

War and Memory in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus

In late 2007 and early 2008, world-renowned historians gathered in Kansas City for a series of public
forums on World War I. Each of the five events focused on a particular topic and featured spirited
dialogue between its prominent participants. In spontaneous exchanges, the eminent scholars probed
each other’s arguments, learned from each other, and provided insights not just into history but also
into the way scholars think about their subject alongside and at times in conflict with their colleagues.
Representing a fourth generation of writers on the Great War and a transnational rather than an
international approach, prominent historians Niall Ferguson and Paul Kennedy, Holger Afflerbach and
Gary Sheffield, John Horne and Len Smith, John Milton Cooper and Margaret MacMillan, and Jay
Winter and Robert Wohl brought to the proceedings an exciting clash of ideas. The forums addressed
topics about the Great War that have long fascinated both scholars and the educated public: the
origins of the war and the question of who was responsible for the escalation of the July Crisis;

the nature of generalship and military command, seen here from the perspectives of a German and
a British scholar; the private soldiers’ experiences of combat, revealing their strategies of survival

and negotiation; the peace-making process and the overwhelming pressures under which statesmen
worked; and the long-term cultural consequences of the war—showing that the Great War was “great”
not merely because of its magnitude but also because of its revolutionary effects. These topics continue
to reverberate, and in addition to shedding new light on the subjects, these forums constitute a glimpse
at how historical writing happens. American society did not suffer the consequences of the Great War
that virtually all European countries knew—a lack of perspective that the National World War | Museum



seeks to correct. This book celebrates that effort, helping readers feel the excitement and the moral
seriousness of historical scholarship in this field and drawing more Americans into considering how
their own history is part of this story.

The Legacy of the Great War

What did war look like in the cultural imagination of 19147 Why did men in Scotland sign up to fight in
unprecedented numbers? What were the martial myths shaping Scottish identity from the aftermath of
Bannockburn to the close of the nineteenth century, and what did the Scottish soldiers of the First World
War think they were fighting for? Scotland and the First World War: Myth, Memory and the Legacy of
Bannockburn is a collection of new interdisciplinary essays interrogating the trans-historical myths of
nation, belonging and martial identity that shaped Scotland’s encounter with the First World War. In a
series of thematically linked essays, experts from the fields of literature, history and cultural studies
examine how Scotland remembers war, and how remembering war has shaped Scotland.

Scotland and the First World War

France and Britain, indispensable allies in two world wars, remember and forget their shared history
in contrasting ways. The book examines key episodes in the relationship between the two countries,
including the outbreak of war in 1914, the battles of the Somme and Verdun, the Fall of France in 1940,
Dunkirk, and British involvement in the French Resistance and the 1944 Liberation. The contributors
discuss how the two countries tend to forget what they owe to each other, and have a distorted view of
history which still colours and prejudices their relationship today, despite government efforts to build a
close political and military partnership.

Britain and France in Two World Wars

In Britain we have lost touch with the Great War. Our overriding sense now is of a meaningless, futile
bloodbath in the mud of Flanders -- of young men whose lives were cut off in their prime for no evident
purpose. But by reducing the conflict to personal tragedies, however moving, we have lost the big
picture: the history has been distilled into poetry. In TheLong Shadow, critically acclaimed author David
Reynolds seeks to redress the balance by exploring the true impact of 1914-18 on the 20th century.
Some of the Great War's legacies were negative and pernicious but others proved transformative in
a positive sense. Exploring big themes such as democracy and empire, nationalism and capitalism
and re-examining the differing impacts of the War on Britain, Ireland and the United States,ThelLong
Shadowthrows light on the whole of the last century and demonstrates that 1914-18 is a conflict that
Britain, more than any other nation, is still struggling to comprehend. Stunningly broad in its historical
perspective, The Long Shadowis a magisterial and seismic re-presentation of the Great War.

GREAT WAR

Front cover -- Copyright -- Contents -- List of lllustrations -- Foreword -- 1 "A Candle Lit in the Darkness"
-- 2 "Absolute Hell" -- 3 "A Great Day with Our Enemies" -- 4 "No War Today" -- 5 "One Day of Peace at
the Front" -- 6 "That Unique and Weird Christmas" -- 7 The Curious Christmas Truce" -- 8 "The Famous
Christmas Truce" -- 9 "The Legendary Christmas Truce" -- 10 "Memories of Christmas 1914 Persist" --
11 "It Was Peace That Won" -- Acknowledgments -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Permissions -- Index.

The Long Shadow

A new edition of Paul Fussell's literate, literary, and illuminating account of the Great War, now a classic
text of literary and cultural criticism.

The Christmas Truce

1940 was the most significant year in European history this century, this book examines what it
meant for the people of Britain then and now. Malcolm Smith details the resultant influences that have
constructed our national consciousness.

The Great War and Modern Memory

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize: “The richest and most powerful single document of the American experi-
ence in World War 1I” (The Boston Globe). “The Good War” is a testament not only to the experience



of war but to the extraordinary skill of Studs Terkel as an interviewer and oral historian. From a pipe
fitter's apprentice at Pearl Harbor to a crew member of the flight that dropped the atomic bomb on
Nagasaki, his subjects are open and unrelenting in their analyses of themselves and their experiences,
producing what People magazine has called “a splendid epic history” of WWII. With this volume Terkel
expanded his scope to the global and the historical, and the result is a masterpiece of oral history.
“Tremendously compelling, somehow dramatic and intimate at the same time, as if one has stumbled
on private accounts in letters locked in attic trunks . . . In terms of plain human interest, Mr. Terkel
may well have put together the most vivid collection of World War 1l sketches ever gathered between
covers.” —The New York Times Book Review “| promise you will remember your war years, if you were
alive then, with extraordinary vividness as you go through Studs Terkel’s book. Or, if you are too young
to remember, this is the best place to get a sense of what people were feeling.” —Chicago Tribune “A
powerful book, repeatedly moving and profoundly disturbing.” —People

Publishers, Readers and the Great War

'An energetic, ambitious, provocative work by a young historian of notable gifts, which deserves a
wide readership’ Max Hastings, The Sunday Times 'Bold and breathtaking... | have never read a
more daringly panoramic survey of the period' Jonathan Wright, Herald Scotland The most terrible
emergency in Britain's history, the Second World War required an unprecedented national effort. An
exhausted country had to fight an unexpectedly long war and found itself much diminished amongst
the victors. Yet the outcome of the war was nonetheless a triumph, not least for a political system that
proved well adapted to the demands of a total conflict and for a population who had to make many
sacrifices but who were spared most of the horrors experienced in the rest of Europe. Britain's War

is a narrative of these epic events, an analysis of the myriad factors that shaped military success and
failure, and an explanation of what the war tells us about the history of modern Britain. As compelling on
the major military events as he is on the experience of ordinary people living through exceptional times,
Todman suffuses his extraordinary book with a vivid sense of a struggle which left nobody unchanged -
and explores why, despite terror, separation and deprivation, Britons were overwhelmingly willing to pay
the price of victory. This volume begins with the coronation of George VI and ends with the disasters in
the Far East in December 1941. A second volume will tell the story from 1942 to Indian independence
in 1947.

Britain and 1940

Examination of Australia's involvement in the Vietham War, covering government attitudes, the Sixties
and the war, the anti-war movements, myths and memories of the war, and comparisons with American
and New Zealand experiences. Includes index. The editors teach at the Australian Defence Force
Academy.

The Good War

WINNER OF THE TEMPLER MEDAL BOOK PRIZE 2020 A SPECTATOR, FINANCIAL TIMES AND
DAILY TELEGRAPH BOOK OF THE YEAR 2020 'A stunning achievement' Max Hastings, Sunday
Times Part Two of Daniel Todman's epic history of the Second World War opens with one of the greatest
disasters in British military history - the fall of Singapore in February 1942. Unlike the aftermath of
Dunkirk, there was no redeeming narrative available here - Britain had been defeated by a far smaller
Japanese force in her grandly proclaimed, invincible Asian ‘fortress'. The unique skill of Daniel Todman's
history lies in its never losing sight of the inter-connectedness of the British experience. The agony

of Singapore, for example, is seen through the eyes of its inhabitants, of its defenders, of Churchill's
Cabinet and of ordinary people at home. Each stage of the war, from the nadir of early 1942 to the great
series of victories in 1944-5 and on to Indian independence, is described both as it was understood
at the time and in the light of the very latest historical research. Britain's War is a triumph of narrative,
empathy and research, as gripping in its handling of individual witnesses to the war - those doomed
to struggle with bombing, rationing, exhausting work and above all the absence of millions of family
members - as of the gigantic military, social, technological and economic forces that swept the conflict
along. It is the definitive account of a drama which reshaped our country. 'l cannot recommend this
history highly enough' Keith Lowe, Literary Review

Britain's War



This book, first published in 2000, is a systematic analysis of German public opinion at the outbreak of
the Great War and the first treatment of the myth of the 'spirit of 1914', which stated that in August
1914 all Germans felt 'war enthusiasm' and that this enthusiasm constituted a critical moment in
which German society was transformed. Jeffrey Verhey's powerful study demonstrates that the myth
was historically inaccurate. Although intellectuals and much of the upper class were enthusiastic,

the emotions and opinions of most of the population were far more complex and contradictory. The
book further examines the development of the myth in newspapers, politics and propaganda, and the
propagation and appropriation of this myth after the war. His innovative analysis sheds light on German
experience of the Great War and on the role of political myths in modern German political culture.

Vietnam

Provides a bold new interpretation of the origins and development of World War II's remembrance in
the USSR.

Britain's War

This collection of essays investigates such diverse vehicles for war commemoration as poems,
battlefield tours, souvenirs, books, films, architectural structures, comics, websites, and video games.
Drawing on essayists from Australia, Canada, Great Britain, Israel and the United States, this work
explores the evolution from traditional to contemporary forms of war commemoration while addressing
the fundamental question of whether these new forms of memorial are meant to encourage the
remembering or the forgetting of the experience of war, as well as what implications the process of
commemoration may have for the continuation of the modern nation state. Instructors considering this
book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.

The Spirit of 1914

Modern military history, inspired by social and cultural historical approaches, increasingly puts the
national histories of the Second World War to the test. New questions and methods are focusing on
aspects of war and violence that have long been neglected. What shaped people's experiences and
memories? What differences and what similarities existed in Eastern and Western Europe? How did
the political framework influence the individual and the collective interpretations of the war? Finally,
what are the benefits of Europeanizing the history of the Second World War? Experts from Belgium,
Germany, France, Great Britain, Italy, Luxembourg, Poland, and Russia discuss these and other
guestions in this comprehensive volume.

The Soviet Myth of World War 11

The twenty-seven original contributions to this volume investigate the ways in which the First World
War has been commemorated and represented internationally in prose fiction, drama, film, docudrama
and comics from the 1960s until the present. The volume thus provides a comprehensive survey of
the cultural memory of the war as reflected in various media across national cultures, addressing
the complex connections between the cultural post-memory of the war and its mediation. In four
sections, the essays investigate (1) the cultural legacy of the Great War (including its mythology and
iconography); (2) the implications of different forms and media for representing the war; (3) ‘national’
memories, foregrounding the differences in post-memory representations and interpretations of the
Great War, and (4) representations of the Great War within larger temporal or spatial frameworks,
focusing specifically on the ideological dimensions of its ‘remembrance’ in historical, socio-political,
gender-oriented, and post-colonial contexts.

War Memory and Popular Culture

Comparative case studies of how memories of World War Il have been constructed and revised in
France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Poland, Italy, and the USSR (Russia).

Experience and Memory

The past may be approached from a variety of directions. A myth provides a sense of direction: it
reunites people around certain values and projects and pushes them in one direction or another. The
present volume brings together a range of case studies of myth making and myth breaking in east
Europe from the nineteenth century to the present day. In particular, it focuses on the complex process



through which memories are transformed into myths. This problematic interplay between memory and
myth-making is analyzed in conjunction with the role of myths in the political and social life of the region.
The essays include cases of forging myths about national pre-history, about the endorsement of nation
building by means of historiography, and above all, about communist and post-communist mythologies.
The studies shed new light on the creation of local and national identities, as well as the legitimization
of ideologies through myth-making. Together, the individual contributions show that myths were often

instrumental in the vast projects of social and political mobilization during a period which has witnessed,
among others, two world wars and the harsh oppression of the communist regimes.

The Great War in Post-Memory Literature and Film

The literary memory of the Great War is dominated by the writings of Sassoon and Owen, Graves and
Blunden. The voice is a male voice. This book is a study of what women wrote about militarism and
world war 1

The Politics of Memory in Postwar Europe

At the outbreak of the First World War, an entire generation of young men charged into battle for what
they believed was a glorious cause. Over the next four years, that cause claimed the lives of some

13 million soldiers--more than twice the number killed in all the major wars from 1790 to 1914. But
despite this devastating toll, the memory of the war was not, predominantly, of the grim reality of its
trench warfare and battlefield carnage. What was most remembered by the war's participants was its
sacredness and the martyrdom of those who had died for the greater glory of the fatherland. War,
and the sanctification of it, is the subject of this pioneering work by well-known European historian
George L. Mosse. Fallen Soldiers offers a profound analysis of what he calls the Myth of the War
Experience--a vision of war that masks its horror, consecrates its memory, and ultimately justifies its
purpose. Beginning with the Napoleonic wars, Mosse traces the origins of this myth and its symbols,
and examines the role of war volunteers in creating and perpetuating it. But it was not until World
War |, when Europeans confronted mass death on an unprecedented scale, that the myth gained its
widest currency. Indeed, as Mosse makes clear, the need to find a higher meaning in the war became
a national obsession. Focusing on Germany, with examples from England, France, and Italy, Mosse
demonstrates how these nations--through memorials, monuments, and military cemeteries honoring
the dead as martyrs--glorified the war and fostered a popular acceptance of it. He shows how the war
was further promoted through a process of trivialization in which war toys and souvenirs, as well as
postcards like those picturing the Easter Bunny on the Western Front, softened the war's image in the
public mind. The Great War ended in 1918, but the Myth of the War Experience continued, achieving its
most ruthless political effect in Germany in the interwar years. There the glorified notion of war played
into the militant politics of the Nazi party, fueling the belligerent nationalism that led to World War 1. But
that cataclysm would ultimately shatter the myth, and in exploring the postwar years, Mosse reveals
the extent to which the view of death in war, and war in general, was finally changed. In so doing, he
completes what is likely to become one of the classic studies of modern war and the complex, often
disturbing nature of human perception and memory.

Quest for a Suitable Past

Jay Winter's powerful and substantial new study of the "collective remembrance” of the Great War offers
a major reassessment of one of the critical episodes in the cultural history of the twentieth century.
Using a wide variety of literary, artistic and architectural evidence, Dr. Winter looks anew at the ways,
many of them highly traditional, in which communities endeavored to find collective solace after the
carnage of the First World War. The result is a profound and moving book, of seminal importance for
the attempt to understand the course of European history during the first half of the twentieth century.

Great War and Women's Consciousness

What was it that the British people believed they were fighting for in 1914-187? This compelling history
of the British home front during the First World War offers an entirely new account of how British
society understood and endured the war. Drawing on official archives, memoirs, diaries and letters,
Adrian Gregory sheds new light on the public reaction to the war, examining the role of propaganda
and rumour in fostering patriotism and hatred of the enemy. He shows the importance of the ethic of
volunteerism and the rhetoric of sacrifice in debates over where the burdens of war should fall as well
as the influence of religious ideas on wartime culture. As the war drew to a climax and tensions about



the distribution of sacrifices threatened to tear society apart, he shows how victory and the processes
of commemoration helped create a fiction of a society united in grief.

Fallen Soldiers

1940 was the most significant year in European history this century. For Britain it was 'the finest hour,
the beginning of the People's War. Britain and 1940 explores what the year meant for the people of
Britain then and now. Covering the pre-history of 1940 in Britain, Malcolm Smith explores the great fear
that a second world war would perhaps mean the end of British civilization and charts the development
of the myths of Dunkirk, the Battle of Britain and the Blitz, and the great influence they have had

on our national consciousness and on attitudes to the outside world. The book presents students of
British history with a panorama of the influences that have constructed national consciousness around
a crucial moment in British history.

Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning

Previous edition of this translation: 2005.

The Last Great War

Memory, Narrative and the Great War examines the varied and complex war writings of Patrick
MacGill within a contemporary framework. David Taylor tracks how MacGill shifted from heroic wartime
narratives in his autobiographical writings to the pessimistic, guiltridden characters in his postwar novel,
Fear!, and play, Suspense. Using these texts to show how MacGill remembered and reremembered his
wartime experiences, Taylor analyzes MacGill's writings with implications for a broader interpretation
of Great War literature, highlighting wartime memory and narrative as an ever-changing kaleidoscope
in which pieces of memory take on different—but equally valid—shapes with the passing of time.

The Great War and Australian Memory

General William Tecumseh Sherman's devastating "March to the Sea" in 1864 burned a swath through
the cities and countryside of Georgia and into the history of the American Civil War. As they moved
from Atlanta to Savannah--destroying homes, buildings, and crops; killing livestock; and consuming
supplies--Sherman and the Union army ignited not only southern property, but also imaginations,

in both the North and the South. By the time of the general's death in 1891, when one said "The
March," no explanation was required. That remains true today. Legends and myths about Sherman
began forming during the March itself, and took more definitive shape in the industrial age in the
late-nineteenth century. Sherman's March in Myth and Memory examines the emergence of various
myths surrounding one of the most enduring campaigns in the annals of military history. Edward Caudill
and Paul Ashdown provide a brief overview of Sherman's life and his March, but their focus is on how
these myths came about--such as one description of a "60-mile wide path of destruction"--and how
legends about Sherman and his campaign have served a variety of interests. Caudill and Ashdown
argue that these myths have been employed by groups as disparate as those endorsing the Old South
aristocracy and its "Lost Cause," and by others who saw the March as evidence of the superiority of
industrialism in modern America over a retreating agrarianism. Sherman's March in Myth and Memory
looks at the general's treatment in the press, among historians, on stage and screen, and in literature,
from the time of the March to the present day. The authors show us the many ways in which Sherman
has been portrayed in the media and popular culture, and how his devastating March has been stamped
into our collective memory.

Britain and 1940

Ulysses S. Grant once remarked that the Battle of Shiloh “has been perhaps less understood, or, to
state the case more accurately, more persistently misunderstood, than any other engagement ... during
the entire rebellion.” In Rethinking Shiloh, Timothy B. Smith seeks to rectify these persistent myths and
misunderstandings, arguing that some of Shiloh’s story is either not fully examined or has been the
result of a limited and narrow collective memory established decades ago. Continuing the work he
began in The Untold Story of Shiloh, Smith delves even further into the story of Shiloh and examines
in detail how the battle has been treated in historiography and public opinion. The nine essays in this
collection uncover new details about the battle, correct some of the myths surrounding it, and reveal new
avenues of exploration. The topics range from a compelling analysis and description of the last hours



of General Albert Sidney Johnston to the effect of the New Deal on Shiloh National Military Park and,
subsequently, our understanding of the battle. Smith’s careful analyses and research bring attention to
the many relatively unexplored parts of Shiloh such as the terrain, the actual route of Lew Wallace’s
march, and post-battle developments that affect currently held perceptions of thatfamed clash between
Union and Confederate armies in West Tennessee. Studying Shiloh should alert readers and historians
to the likelihood of misconceptions in other campaigns and wars—including today’s military conflicts.
By reevaluating aspects of the Battle of Shiloh often ignored by military historians, Smith’s book makes
significant steps toward a more complete understanding and appreciation of the Shiloh campaign in all
of its ramifications. Timothy B. Smith teaches history at the University of Tennessee, Martin. His most
recent books include The Golden Age of Battlefield Preservation: The Decade of the 1890s and the
Establishment of America’s First Five Military Parks, Mississippi in the Civil War: The Home Front, and
Corinth 1862: Siege, Battle, Occupation.

The Great War in History

This treatise provides incisive discussions on the protection of the expression of ideas. The forms por-
tion helps you navigate through US Copyright Office practice, and provides examples of state-of-the-art
agreements and outstanding litigation forms. These model litigation and transactional documents
represent real-life agreements and court filings, as well as bare bones forms easily adapted to the
needs of your clients. Two volumes of primary source materials contain the text of the US Copyright
Act and the regulations adopted thereunder, and the text of relevant international treaties, including the
Berne Convention and the WIPO Copyright Treaties.

Memory, Narrative and the Great War

"We Can Take It!" shows that the British remember the war in a peculiar way, thanks to a mix of particular
images and evidence. Our memory has been shaped by material which is completely removed from
historical reality. These images (including complete inventions) have combined to make a new history.
The vision is mostly cosy and suits the way in which the Britons conceive of themselves: dogged,
good humoured, occasionally bumbling, unified and enjoying diversity. In fact Britons load their memory
towards the early part of the war (Dunkirk, Blitz, Battle of Britain) rather than when we were successful
in the air or against Italy and Germany with invasions. This suits our love of being the underdog, fighting
against the odds, and being in a crisis. Conversely, the periods of the war during which Britain was in
the ascendant are, perversely, far more hazy in the public memory.

Sherman's March in Myth and Memaory
Rethinking Shiloh
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