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The Life of St Edmund, King & Martyr

On Christmas Eve 1433, the young King Henry VI arrived at the abbey at Bury St Edmunds, one of 
the largest religious foundations in fifteenth-century England. He remained there until Easter and at 
the end of his stay was admitted to the abbey's confraternity. To cement the abbey's relationship with 
the king, abbot William Curteys conceived the idea of commemorating Henry's visit with a "life" of 
the Anglo-Saxon king, St Edmund, the patron saint of the abbey. The man charged with the task of 
translating the "life" of St Edmund was John Lydgate, a monk at the abbey and the pre-eminent poet 
of the fifteenth century. It is hard to overstate the importance of the resulting manuscript, both as a 
monument to the development of the English language, and for its illustrations - 120 images, forming 
narrative sequences integrated to form a coherent visual parallel to the text and with a careful fidelity 
to detail. The completed manuscript that was presented to the young king remained in his library until 
after his deposition, and although it left royal hands for a time, it reappears in the inventories of the 
library of Henry VIII. It was acquired by The British Library in 1742. In both the number and quality of its 
illustrations and in the degree of integration, The Life of St Edmund, King and Martyr is unsurpassed.

Saint Edmund, King and Martyr: A History of His Life and Times, with an Account of the Translations 
of His Incorrupt Body, Etc. (1893)

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain 
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work 
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, 
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the 
original work.

St Edmund, King and Martyr

The cult of St Edmund was one of the most important in medieval England, and further afield, as the 
pieces here show.
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St. Edmund the Martyr was a Christian martyr and the king of East Anglia in the 9th century. Facts 
concerning the life of St. Edmund are few and far between, as the kingdom of East Anglia was 
devastated by the Vikings, who destroyed any contemporary evidence of his reign. A popular cult 
emerged after Edmund's death, and he was canonised by the Catholic Church sometime in the 10th 
century. This work, composed by the French monk Abbo, attempts to chronicle his life and acts about 
a century and a half after his death.

Saint Edmund King and Martyr

An investigaton of the growth and influence of the cult of St Edmund, and how it manifested itself in 
medieval material culture.

Life of St. Edmund

In this meticulously researched book, James Boniface Mackinlay provides a detailed account of the life 
and legacy of Saint Edmund, a ninth-century king of East Anglia who was martyred for his Christian 
beliefs. Drawing on original manuscripts and other historical sources, Mackinlay offers readers a 
fascinating glimpse into the world of medieval England and the enduring legacy of one of its most 
revered saints. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of 
the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States 
of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this 
work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, 
and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally 
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being 
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Saint Edmund King and Martyr

Relics and Writing in Late Medieval England uncovers a wide-ranging medieval discourse that had 
an expansive influence on English literary traditions. Drawing from Latin and vernacular hagiography, 
miracle stories, relic lists, and architectural history, this study demonstrates that, as the shrines of 
England’s major saints underwent dramatic changes from c. 1100 to c. 1538, relic discourse became 
important not only in constructing the meaning of objects that were often hidden, but also for canonical 
authors like Chaucer and Malory in exploring the function of metaphor and of dissembling language. 
Robyn Malo argues that relic discourse was employed in order to critique mainstream religious 
practice, explore the consequences of rhetorical dissimulation, and consider the effect on the socially 
disadvantaged of lavish expenditure on shrines. The work thus uses the literary study of relics to 
address issues of clerical and lay cultures, orthodoxy and heterodoxy, and writing and reform.

The Cult of St Edmund in Medieval East Anglia

A groundbreaking assessment of the use medieval English history-writers made of saints' lives.

Saint Edmund King and Martyr

Reassess medieval literature and the relationship between writers and power in England by arguing 
that major works commissioned by or written for a succession of Lancastrians--Henry IV, Henry V, 
Henry VI, and Prince Edward--reveal that John Gower, Thomas Hoccleve, John Lydgate, and John 
Fortescue were not propagandists.

Relics and Writing in Late Medieval England

The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1: The Middle Ages' explores the richness and variety of life 
writing in the Middle Ages, ranging from Anglo-Latin lives of missionaries, prelates, and princes to high 
medieval lives of scholars and visionaries to late medieval lives of authors and laypeople.

Anglo-Saxon Saints Lives as History Writing in Late Medieval England

The study of medieval literature has experienced a revolution in the last two decades, which has 
reinvigorated many parts of the discipline and changed the shape of the subject in relation to the 
scholarship of the previous generation. 'New' texts (laws and penitentials, women's writing, drama 
records), innovative fields and objects of study (the history of the book, the study of space and the body, 



medieval masculinities), and original ways of studying them (the Sociology of the Text, performance 
studies) have emerged. This has brought fresh vigour and impetus to medieval studies, and impacted 
significantly on cognate periods and areas. The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Literature in English 
brings together the insights of these new fields and approaches with those of more familiar texts and 
methods of study, to provide a comprehensive overview of the state of medieval literature today. It also 
returns to first principles in posing fundamental questions about the nature, scope, and significance 
of the discipline, and the directions that it might take in the next decade. The Handbook contains 44 
newly commissioned essays from both world-leading scholars and exciting new scholarly voices. Topics 
covered range from the canonical genres of Saints' lives, sermons, romance, lyric poetry, and heroic 
poetry; major themes including monstrosity and marginality, patronage and literary politics, manuscript 
studies and vernacularity are investigated; and there are close readings of key texts, such as Beowulf, 
Wulf and Eadwacer, and Ancrene Wisse and key authors from Ælfric to Geoffrey Chaucer, Langland, 
and the Gawain Poet.

Last Words

An exploration of the use of images in Middle English texts, tracing out what can be deduced of a theory 
of language.

The Oxford History of Life-writing

The saints were the superheroes and the celebrities of medieval England, bridging the gap between 
heaven and earth, the living and the dead. A vast body of literature evolved during the middle ages to 
ensure that everyone, from kings to peasants, knew the stories of the lives, deaths and afterlives of the 
saints. However, despite its popularity and ubiquity, the genre of the Saint's Life has until recently been 
little studied. This collection introduces the canon of Middle English hagiography; places it in the context 
of the cults of saints; analyses key themes within hagiographic narrative, including gender, power, 
violence and history; and, finally, shows how hagiographic themes survived the Reformation. Overall it 
offers both information for those coming to the genre for the first time, and points forward to new trends 
in research. Dr SARAH SALIH is a Lecturer in English at the University of East Anglia. Contributors: 
SAMANTHA RICHES, MARY BETH LONG, CLAIRE M. WATERS, ROBERT MILLS, ANKE BERNAU, 
KATHERINE J. LEWIS, MATTHEW WOODCOCK

The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Literature in English

The Grove Encyclopedia of Medieval Art and Architecture offers unparalleled coverage of all aspects 
of art and architecture from Medieval Western Europe, from the 6th century to the early 16th century. 
Drawing upon the expansive scholarship in the celebrated Grove Dictionary of Art and adding hundreds 
of new entries on topics not previously covered, as well as fully updated and expanded entries and 
bibliographies, The Grove Encyclopedia of Medieval Art and Architecture offers students, researchers, 
and the general public a reliable, up-to-date, and convenient resource covering this field of major impor-
tance in the development of Western history and international art and architecture. The Encyclopedia 
offers scholarly material on Medieval art in intelligent, well-written, and informative articles, each of 
which is followed by a bibliography to support further research. These include a mixture of shorter, 
more factual articles and larger, multi-section articles tracing the development of the arts in major 
regions. There are articles on all subject areas in Medieval art including biographies of major artists, 
architects and patrons; countries, cities, and sites; cultures and styles (Anglo-Saxon art, Carolingian 
art, Coptic art, Early Christian art, Romanesque, Gothic, Insular art, Lombard art, Merovingian art, 
Ottonian art, and Viking art); ivories, books and illuminated manuscripts, metalwork, architecture, 
painting, tapestries, sculpture, mosaics, reliquaries, and more. Part of the acclaimed Grove Art family 
of print encyclopedias, The Grove Encyclopedia of Medieval Art and Architecture is lavishly illustrated 
with more than 460 halftones and 170 color plates. The 6 volumes are organized into a cohesive A-Z 
format, with a comprehensive index.



Images of Language in Middle English Vernacular Writings

"Seeking Sanctuary' explores a curious aspect of premodern English law: the right of felons to shelter in 
a church or ecclesiastical precinct, remaining safe from arrest and trial in the king's courts ... Although 
for decades after 1400 sanctuary-seeking was indeed fairly rare, the evidence in the legal records 
shows the numbers of felons seeing refuge in churches began to climb again in the late fifteenth century 
and reached its peak in the period between 1525 and 1535."-- Back cover.

A Companion to Middle English Hagiography

A sweeping, authoritative, and entertaining history of the Christian cult of the saints from its origin to the 
Reformation From its earliest centuries, one of the most notable features of Christianity has been the 
veneration of the saints—the holy dead. This ambitious history tells the fascinating story of the cult of the 
saints from its origins in the second-century days of the Christian martyrs to the Protestant Reformation. 
Robert Bartlett examines all of the most important aspects of the saints—including miracles, relics, 
pilgrimages, shrines, and the saints' role in the calendar, literature, and art. The book explores the 
central role played by the bodies and body parts of saints, and the special treatment these relics 
received. From the routes, dangers, and rewards of pilgrimage, to the saints' impact on everyday life, 
Bartlett's account is an unmatched examination of an important and intriguing part of the religious life 
of the past—as well as the present.

The Grove Encyclopedia of Medieval Art and Architecture

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Seeking Sanctuary

Discussing medieval and early modern 'disembodied heads' this collection questions the why and how 
of the primacy of the head in the bodily hierarchy during the premodern period. On the basis of beliefs, 
mythologies and traditions concerning the head, they come to an ‘cultural anatomy’ of the head.

Why Can the Dead Do Such Great Things?

Capitalizing upon the enduring fascination with decapitation in European culture, this collection ex-
amines--through a variety of critical lenses--the recurring "roles/rolls" of severed human heads in the 
medieval and early modern imagination.

ST EDMUND KING & MARTYR

Britain of the fifteenth century was rife with social change, religious dissent, and political upheaval. Amid 
this ferment lived John Capgrave—Austin friar, doctor of theology, leading figure in East Anglian society, 
and noted author. Nowhere are the tensions and anxieties of this critical period, spanning the close of 
the medieval and the dawn of early modern eras, more eloquently conveyed than in Capgrave's works. 
John Capgrave's Fifteenth Century is the first book to explore the major themes of Capgrave's writings 
and to relate those themes to fifteenth-century political and cultural debates. Focusing on Capgrave's 
later works, especially those in English and addressed to lay audiences, it teases out thematic threads 
that are closely interwoven in Capgrave's Middle English oeuvre: piety, intellectualism, gender, and 
social responsibility. It refutes the still-prevalent view of Capgrave as a religious and political reactionary 
and shows, rather, that he used traditional genres to promote his own independent viewpoint on some 
of the most pressing controversies of his day, including debates over vernacular theology, orthodoxy 
and dissent, lay (and particularly female) spirituality, and the state of the kingdom under Henry VI. The 



book situates Capgrave as a figure both in the vibrant literary culture of East Anglia and in European 
intellectual history. John Capgrave's Fifteenth Century offers a fresh view of orthodoxy and dissent 
in late medieval England and will interest students of hagiography, religious and cultural history, and 
Lancastrian politics and society.

Disembodied Heads in Medieval and Early Modern Culture

The Oxford History of Poetry in English is designed to offer a fresh, multi-voiced, and comprehensive 
analysis of 'poetry': from Anglo-Saxon culture through contemporary British, Irish, American, and 
Global culture, including English, Scottish, and Welsh poetry, Anglo-American colonial and post-colo-
nial poetry, and poetry in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the Caribbean, India, Africa, Asia, and 
other international locales. The series both synthesizes existing scholarship and presents cutting-edge 
research, employing a global team of expert contributors for each of the fourteen volumes. This volume 
explores the developing range of English verse in the century after the death of Chaucer in 1400, years 
that saw both change and consolidation in traditions of poetic writing in English in the regions of Britain. 
Chaucer himself was an important shaping presence in the poetry of this period, providing a stimulus 
to imitation and to creative expansion of the modes he had favoured. In addition to assessing his role, 
this volume considers a range of literary factors significant to the poetry of the century, including verse 
forms, literary language, translation, and the idea of the author. It also signals features of the century's 
history that were important for the production of English verse: responses to wars at home and abroad, 
dynastic uncertainty, and movements towards religious reform, as well as technological innovations 
such as the introduction of printing, which brought influential changes to the transmission and reception 
of verse writing. The volume is shaped to include chapters on the contexts and forms of poetry in 
English, on the important genres of verse produced in the period, on some of the fifteenth-century's 
major writers (Lydgate, Hoccleve, Dunbar, and Henryson), and a consideration of the influence of the 
verse of this century on what was to follow.

Heads Will Roll

The fighting bishop or abbot is a familiar figure to medievalists and much of what is known of the military 
organization of England in this period is based on ecclesiastical evidence. Unfortunately the fighting 
cleric has generally been regarded as merely a baron in clerical dress and has consequently fallen 
into the gap between military and ecclesiastical history. This study addresses three main areas: which 
clergy engaged in military activity in England, why and when? By what means did they do so? And 
how did others understand and react to these activities? The book shows that, however vivid such 
characters as Odo of Bayeux might be in the historical imagination, there was no archetypal militant 
prelate. There was enormous variation in the character of the clergy that became involved in warfare, 
their circumstances, the means by which they pursued their military objectives and the way in which 
they were treated by contemporaries and described by chroniclers. An appreciation of the individual 
fighting cleric must be both thematically broad and keenly aware of his context. Such individuals cannot 
therefore be simply slotted into easy categories, even (or perhaps especially) when those categories 
are informed by contemporary polemic. The implications of this study for our understanding of clerical 
identity are considerable, as the easy distinction between clerics acting in a secular or ecclesiastical 
capacity almost entirely breaks down and the legal structures of the period are shown to be almost as 
equivocal and idiosyncratic as the literary depictions. The implications for military history are equally 
striking as organisational structures are shown to be more temporary, fluid and 'political' than had 
previously been understood.

John Capgrave's Fifteenth Century

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

The Oxford History of Poetry in English

A collection from Early English literature relating to the martyrdom of St. Edmund.



The Church at War: The Military Activities of Bishops, Abbots and Other Clergy in England, c. 
900–1200

John Lydgate wrote the 'Lives of Ss Edmund & Fremund' at the request of his abbot, William Curteys, to 
commemorate the stay of the young King Henry VI at the Benedictine abbey of Bury St Edmunds from 
Christmas Eve 1433 to shortly after Easter 1434 when Henry was received into confraternity. The work 
survives in thirteen manuscripts or fragments, and BL MS Harley 2278, on which the present edition 
of the 'Lives of Ss Edmund & Fremund' is based, was the copy of the poem presented to Henry VI, 
probably before 1444. The 'Lives' consists of a prologue, the Life of St Edmund as books one and two, 
the Life of St Fremund as book three, a conc1uding prayer to St Edmund, an envoy, and an address 
to Henry VI. The volume also presents the three texts that make up the 'Extra Miracles of St Edmund' 
which are found in four of the later manuscripts of the 'Lives' and independently in one manuscript. 
This edition of the 'Lives of Ss Edmund & Fremund' is the first to establish the text on the basis of the 
readings of all the manuscripts, and is also the first to include the 'Extra Miracles'. The edited texts are 
followed by a commentary, textual notes, a glossary of proper names, and a selective glossary.

Life of St. Edmund of Canterbury

The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1: The Middle Ages explores the richness and variety of 
life-writing from late Antiquity to the threshold of the Renaissance. During the Middle Ages, writers from 
Bede to Chaucer were thinking about life and experimenting with ways to translate lives, their own and 
others', into literature. Their subjects included career religious, saints, celebrities, visionaries, pilgrims, 
princes, philosophers, poets, and even a few 'ordinary people.' They relay life stories not only in chrono-
logical narratives, but also in debates, dialogues, visions, and letters. Many medieval biographers relied 
on the reader's trust in their authority, but some espoused standards of evidence that seem distinctly 
modern, drawing on reliable written sources, interviewing eyewitnesses, and cross-checking their facts 
wherever possible. Others still professed allegiance to evidence but nonetheless freely embellished 
and invented not only events and dialogue but the sources to support them. The first book devoted 
to life-writing in medieval England, The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1: The Middle Ages 
covers major life stories in Old and Middle English, Latin, and French, along with such Continental 
classics as the letters of Abelard and Heloise and the autobiographical Vision of Christine de Pizan. 
In addition to the life stories of historical figures, it treats accounts of fictional heroes, from Beowulf 
to King Arthur to Queen Katherine of Alexandria, which show medieval authors experimenting with, 
adapting, and expanding the conventions of life writing. Though Medieval life writings can be challenging 
to read, we encounter in them the antecedents of many of our own diverse biographical forms-tabloid 
lives, literary lives, brief lives, revisionist lives; lives of political figures, memoirs, fictional lives, and 
psychologically-oriented accounts that register the inner lives of their subjects.

The Life of St Edmund

Issues for Feb. 1957-July 1959 include a Checklist of the Vatican manuscript codices available for 
consultation at the Knights of Columbus Vatican Film Library at St. Louis University, pts. 1-8.

Corolla Sancti Eadmundi = the Garland of Saint Edmund, King and Martyr - Primary Source Edition

This collection re-evaluates the work of fifteenth-century poet John Lydgate in light of medieval material 
culture. Top scholars in the field unite here with critical newcomers to offer fresh perspectives on the 
function of poetry on the cusp of the modern age, and in particular on the way that poetry speaks to 
the heightened relevance of material goods and possessions to the formation of late medieval identity 
and literary taste. Advancing in provocative ways the emerging fields of fifteenth-century literary and 
cultural study, the volume as a whole explores the role of the aesthetic not only in late medieval society 
but also in our own.

Corolla Sancti Eadmundi

St Dunstan of Canterbury (909-88) was the central figure in the development of English church and 
society after the death of King Alfred. Douglas Dales traces Dunstan’s life beginning with his education 
at the great monastery of Glastonbury of which he became abbot. He was a central figure at the court of 
the kings of Wessex but was banished, partly because of his hostility to the king’s mistresses, and went 
to exile in Flanders. After his return he was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury. During the twenty-eight 
years of his primacy he carried out one of the major developments of the century, the reformation of the 



monasteries. This book aims to examine him not merely as a prelate and royal advisor, but to see other 
aspects of his life: his skills as a craftsman caused him to be adopted as the patron saint of goldsmiths; 
some of his work as calligrapher and artist survives to this day; the coronation service which he drew 
up still lies at the heart of this service for English monarchs today; he was famed for his musical skills; 
above all, the sanctity of his name and the fame of his miracles kept Dunstan’s memory alive. Douglas 
Dales’ re-examination of the life and times of Dunstan sets his achievements against the social and 
religious background of the day, at a time when new forces were emerging that would shape the future 
of England and the English Church for centuries to come.

John Lydgate's Lives of Ss Edmund & Fremund and the Extra Miracles of St Edmund

Discover the cultures of Medieval and Early Modern Europe through texts, maps and images.

The Oxford History of Life-Writing: Volume 1. The Middle Ages

Saint Edmund, King and Martyr
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