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This second volume offers a comprehensive new anthology of primary source texts and vivid pictures, 
providing unparalleled insights into the rich history, diverse cultures, and daily life of the Ancient Near 
East. Essential for scholars, students, and enthusiasts, it meticulously covers significant periods and 
regions, enriching understanding of these foundational civilizations through carefully curated historical 
narratives and captivating visual evidence.
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The Ancient Near East

Two classic illustrated anthologies, now combined in one convenient volume James Pritchard's classic 
anthologies of the ancient Near East have introduced generations of readers to texts essential for 
understanding the peoples and cultures of this important region. Now these two enduring works have 
been combined and integrated into one convenient and richly illustrated volume, with a new foreword 
that puts the translations in context. With more than 130 reading selections and 300 photographs of 
ancient art, architecture, and artifacts, this volume provides a stimulating introduction to some of the 
most significant and widely studied texts of the ancient Near East, including the Epic of Gilgamesh, 
the Creation Epic (Enuma elish), the Code of Hammurabi, and the Baal Cycle. For students of history, 
religion, the Bible, archaeology, and anthropology, this anthology provides a wealth of material for 
understanding the ancient Near East. Represents the diverse cultures and languages of the ancient 
Near East—Sumerian, Akkadian, Egyptian, Hittite, Ugaritic, Canaanite, and Aramaic—in a wide range 
of genres: Historical texts Legal texts and treaties Inscriptions Hymns Didactic and wisdom literature 
Oracles and prophecies Love poetry and other literary texts Letters New foreword puts the classic 
translations in context More than 300 photographs document ancient art, architecture, and artifacts 
related to the texts Fully indexed

The Ancient Near East

This anthology brought together the most important historical, legal, mythological, liturgical, and secular 
texts of the ancient Near East, with the purpose of providing a rich contextual base for understanding 
the people, cultures, and literature of the Old Testament. A scholar of religious thought and biblical 
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archaeology, James Pritchard recruited the foremost linguists, historians, and archaeologists to select 
and translate the texts. The goal, in his words, was "a better understanding of the likenesses and 
differences which existed between Israel and the surrounding cultures." Before the publication of these 
volumes, students of the Old Testament found themselves having to search out scattered books and 
journals in various languages. This anthology brought these invaluable documents together, in one 
place and in one language, thereby expanding the meaning and significance of the Bible for generations 
of students and readers. As one reviewer put it, "This great volume is one of the most notable to 
have appeared in the field of Old Testament scholarship this century." Princeton published a follow-up 
companion volume, The Ancient Near East in Pictures Relating to the Old Testament (1954), and later a 
one-volume abridgment of the two, The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures (1958). 
The continued popularity of this work in its various forms demonstrates that anthologies have a very 
important role to play in education--and in the mission of a university press.

Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament with Supplement

This volume makes available some of the most important discovered source material for the historian 
of the ancient Near East.

Ancient Near East in Pictures

This volume of Collected Essays brings together for the first time the range of Winter's pioneering 
studies related to Neo-Assyrian relief sculpture and seals, Phoeician and Syrian ivory and bronze 
production, and inter-polity connections across the various cultures of first millennium B.C.E. from the 
Aegean to Iran. Consistent threads are an emphasis on the potential for art historical analysis to yield 
'history' in the broadest sense; the importance of making the theoretical frame of interpretation explicit; 
and the necessity of textual evidence being brought to bear on upon elements of formal analysis and 
archaeological context.

The Ancient Near East

The Ancient Near East reveals three millennia of history (c. 3500–500 bc) in a single work. Liverani 
draws upon over 25 years’ worth of experience and this personal odyssey has enabled him to retrace 
the history of the peoples of the Ancient Near East. The history of the Sumerians, Hittites, Assyrians, 
Babylonians and more is meticulously detailed by one of the leading scholars of Assyriology. Utilizing 
research derived from the most recent archaeological finds, the text has been fully revised for this 
English edition and explores Liverani’s current thinking on the history of the Ancient Near East. The rich 
and varied illustrations for each historical period, augmented by new images for this edition, provide 
insights into the material and textual sources for the Ancient Near East. Many highlight the ingenuity 
and technological prowess of the peoples in the Ancient East. Never before available in English, The 
Ancient Near East represents one of the greatest books ever written on the subject and is a must read 
for students who will not have had the chance to explore the depth of Liverani’s scholarship.

The Ancient Near East

This book explores the lands of the ancient Near East from around 3200 BCE to 539 BCE. The 
earth-shaking changes that marked this era include such fundamental inventions as the wheel and 
the plow and intellectual feats such as the inventions of astronomy, law, and diplomacy.

On Art in the Ancient Near East

The new edition of the popular survey of Near Eastern civilization from the Bronze Age to the era 
of Alexander the Great A Companion to the Ancient Near East explores the history of the region 
from 4400 BCE to the Macedonian conquest of the Persian Empire in 330 BCE. Original and revised 
essays from a team of distinguished scholars from across disciplines address subjects including the 
politics, economics, architecture, and heritage of ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt. Part of the Blackwell 
Companions to the Ancient World series, this acclaimed single-volume reference combines lively 
writing with engaging and relatable topics to immerse readers in this fascinating period of Near East 
history. The new second edition has been thoroughly revised and updated to include new developments 
in relevant fields, particularly archaeology, and expand on themes of interest to contemporary students. 
Clear, accessible chapters offer fresh discussions on the history of the family and gender roles, the 
literature, languages, and religions of the region, pastoralism, medicine and philosophy, and borders, 



states, and warfare. New essays highlight recent discoveries in cuneiform texts, investigate how modern 
Egyptians came to understand their ancient history, and examine the place of archaeology among 
the historical disciplines. This volume: Provides substantial new and revised content covering topics 
such as social conflict, kingship, cosmology, work, trade, and law Covers the civilizations of the 
Sumerians, Hittites, Babylonians, Assyrians, Egyptians, Israelites, and Persians, emphasizing social 
and cultural history Examines the legacy of the Ancient Near East in the medieval and modern worlds 
Offers a uniquely broad geographical, chronological, and topical range Includes a comprehensive 
bibliographical guide to Ancient Near East studies as well as new and updated references and reading 
suggestions Suitable for use as both a primary reference or as a supplement to a chronologically 
arranged textbook, A Companion to the Ancient Near East, 2nd Edition is a valuable resource for 
advanced undergraduates, beginning graduate students, instructors in the field, and scholars from 
other disciplines.

Ancient Near Eastern Texts

Comprehensive, up-to-date collection of primary source documents (creation accounts, epic literature, 
etc.) gives insight into the Ancient Near East and the Old Testament.

The Ancient Near East

Modern-day archaeological discoveries in the Near East continue to illuminate man's understanding of 
the ancient world. This illustrated handbook describes the culture, history, and people of Mesopotamia, 
as well as their struggle for survival and happiness.

The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction

This brief survey text tells the story of Judaism. Through the lens of modern biblical scholarship, 
Christine Elizabeth Hayes explores the shifting cultural contexts-the Babylonian exile, the Roman 
Empire, the Byzantine period, the rise of Christianity-that affected Jewish thought and practice, and 
laid the groundwork for the Talmudic era and its modern legacy. Thematic chapters explore the 
evolution of Judaism through its beginnings in biblical monotheism, the Second Temple Period in 
Palestine, the interaction of Hellenism and Judaism, the spread of rabbinic authority, and the essence 
of ethno-religious Jewish identity.

A Companion to the Ancient Near East

The Ancient Near East embraces a vast geographical area, from the borders of Iran and Afghanistan 
in the east to the Levant and Anatolia, and from the Black Sea in the north to Egypt in the south. It was 
a region of enormous cultural, political and linguistic diversity. In this authoritative new study, Amélie 
Kuhrt examines its history from the earliest written documents to the conquest of Alexander the Great, 
c.3000-330 BC. This work dispels many of the misapprehensions which have surrounded the study of 
the region. It provides a lucid, up-to-date narrative which takes into account the latest archaeological 
and textual discoveries and deals with the complex problems of interpretation and methodology. The 
Ancient Near East is an essential text for all students of history of this region and a valuable introduction 
for students and scholars working in related subjects. Winner of the AHO's 1997 James Henry Breasted 
Award.

Readings from the Ancient Near East

'This volume is a massive leap forward over any previous synthesis of the subject and includes at the 
very minimum so much information that its academic and scientific value is self evident. The freshness 
and profundity of Dumbrill's approach to the subject exceeds anything attempted before. 'The mythology 
of ancient Mesopotamia proves readable as tonal allegory when its numerology is decoded as tuning 
theory. By the third millennium BC both pentatonic and heptatonic tunings were quantified throughout 
the entire 12-tone gamut. Richard Dumbrill has documented the massive empirical experience with 
strings and pipes that makes this early musicalization of the universe believable.' The volume consists 
in 4 parts with foreword by Prof. Ernest McClain. The first is about the decipherment, translation and 
interpretation of the few theoretical cuneiform texts dating from the Old Babylonian period, about 2000 
BC, to Neo Assyrian up to the mid first millennium BC. Dumbrill undertakes comparative analyses 
and criticism of various interpretations having preceded his own and introduces new material. The 
second part is about the Hurrian hymns, the earliest music ever written, circa 1400 BC, and are 



produced in their integrality. Attempts to the interpretation of Hymn H.6 are compared and followed 
by Dumbrill's methodology and interpretation. Each fragment of the collection is analyzed separately. 
The part concludes with statistical analyses attempting at the reconstruction of some Hurrian rules 
of composition. The third part consists in the organology with relevant philology and is the largest 
collection of the Mesopotamian instrumentarium. The last part is a unique lexicon of all known 
Mesopotamian terminology, with quotation of texts in which the philology appears. The book had been 
previously published under the title of 'The Musicology and Organology of the Ancient Near East' and 
now appears under its new title.

Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia

Volume 1. From the beginnings to Old Kingdom Egypt and the dynasty of Akkad.

The Emergence of Judaism

The second half of the proceedings, City Administration in the Ancient Near East, is available here. A 
workshop volume is available here. In July 2007, the 53rd Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale 
(the annual meeting of the International Association of Assyriologists) was held in Moscow and St. 
Petersburg, Russia. In Moscow, several hundred Assyriologists enjoyed the hospitality of the Russian 
State University for the Humanities. Dozens of papers on the topic “Language in the Ancient Near East,” 
were delivered at the University. More than 50 of those papers are published in this 2-volume set.

The Ancient Near East

Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture offers an historical overview of the civilizations of the ancient 
Near East spanning ten thousand years of history. This new edition is a comprehensive introduction 
to the history and culture of the Near East, from prehistory and the beginnings of farming to the 
fall of Achaemenid Persia. Through text, images, maps, and historical documents, readers discover 
the material, social, and political world of cultures from Egypt to India, allowing students to see 
how these intertwined cultures interacted throughout history. Now fully updated and incorporating the 
latest scholarship on society, religion, and the economy, this book highlights the changing fortunes of 
these great civilizations. A special feature of this book is its many "Debating the Evidence" sections, 
where the reader becomes familiar with scholarly disputes concerning the interpretation of textual 
and archaeological evidence on a variety of topics and case studies. The fourth edition of Ancient 
Near Eastern History and Culture remains a crucial textbook for undergraduates and general readers 
studying the ancient Near East, particularly the political and social history of ancient Egypt and 
Mesopotamia, as well as students of archaeology and biblical studies who are working on the region.

The Archaeomusicology of the Ancient Near East

Incorporating the latest scholarly research, the third edition ofA History of the Ancient Near East 
ca. 3000–323 BCpresents a comprehensive overview of the multiculturalcivilizations of the ancient 
Near East. Integrates the most up-to-date research, and includes a richerselection of supplementary 
materials Addresses the wide variety of political, social, and culturaldevelopments in the ancient Near 
East Updated features include new “Key Debate” boxes atthe end of each chapter to engage students 
with variousperspectives on a range of critical issues; a comprehensivetimeline of events; and 46 new 
illustrations, including 12 colorphotos Features a new chapter addressing governance and continuity 
inthe region during the Persian Empire Offers in-depth, accessible discussions of key texts andsources, 
including the Bible and the Epic of Gilgamesh

The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East

Religion.

Proceedings of the 53th Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale

This second volume of collected essays, complement to volume one, focuses upon the art and culture 
of the third millennium B.C.E. in ancient Mesopotamia.

Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture



Rubenstein shows the evolution of moral codes and how they transformed the god of the Israelites 
from a local deity into Adonai, the universal sovereign who requires ethical behavior and demands the 
pursuit of justice for all people. This work will inspire readers to reexamine their beliefs and hear anew 
the words of the religious revolutionaries.

A History of the Ancient Near East, ca. 3000-323 BC

Have you ever wondered what it was like to live in the past? Did they experience reality in a much 
different way than we do now with our media, our fast travel, our fast food, and our leisure? Do you 
especially think about what it might have been like to have lived in Bible times? What would your 
childhood have been like? How would you have chosen a marriage partner? How would you probably 
have made a living? What sort of house would you have lived in? What diseases would have threatened 
your daily existence? How long would you have lived? How would you have practiced your religion? 
These are a few of the intriguing questions answered by this study. The book takes you on a journey into 
the past to view daily life through the lenses of not only texts but archaeological finds. The information 
from the past is also filtered through ethnographic studies of more contemporaneous, yet traditional, 
societies in the Middle East. The result is a presentation that may surprise you--even shock you--at 
times, but always will interest you.

Whisper of Stone

Seeking Truth? One of the first questions people have is, “Can I really trust the Bible? This book 
answers the question with proofs compiled from ancient history and archaeology revealing it’s accuracy. 
Evidences for Pontius Pilate, Tiberius Caesar, Quirinius, Sergius Paulus, King Herod, the high priest 
Annas, The Flood, The Tower of Babel, The Ark of the Covenant, the prophet Jeremiah’s enemy, King 
Cyrus, King Jehu, King Uzziah, Manasseh, King Ahaz and many others.

On Art in the Ancient Near East Volume II

What is the relationship of liturgy to theology? The author describes the economic nature of liturgy 
in order to reimagine cosmology, sacrifice, the figural reading of Scripture, and metaphysical realism 
where liturgy itself enacts an apocalypse of transcendent realities.

Thus Saith the Lord

Leading evangelical scholar John Walton surveys the cultural context of the ancient Near East, bringing 
insight to the interpretation of specific Old Testament passages. This new edition of a top-selling 
textbook has been thoroughly updated and revised throughout to reflect the refined thinking of a mature 
scholar. It includes over 30 illustrations. Students and pastors who want to deepen their understanding 
of the Old Testament will find this a helpful and instructive study.

The Archaeology of Daily Life

This book is primarily for researchers and students in the archaeology of the Ancient Near East. The 
volume results from intense interaction between archaeologists at these sites and a group of theorists 
studying the scholarship of René Girard.



Bible Believer's Archaeology - Volume 2

"God our Savior desires everyone to be saved" (1Tim 2:4). Does God get what God wants? "Yes, but--" 
depending on how we read the Bible. The Bible is universal: One God, Sovereign Creator of everything, 
especially humanity in God's image, God's partner to manage creation. Science and evolution say 
humanity evolved, gradually acquiring superior capabilities. We have yet to transcend animal nature 
and acknowledge oneness of creation under God. Humans exploited our semi-divine status, becoming 
alienated. God chose Israelites/Jews for blessing and reconciling humanity. They exploited chosenness, 
so God sent the Jew Jesus to reveal God's gracious concern for all people. Roman political and Jewish 
religious power killed Jesus, but he appeared resurrected to his disciples, who proclaimed him Savior. 
God gave another Jew, Paul, a vision of Jesus resurrected and appointed him to proclaim God's 
reconciliation to Gentiles. Paul taught that through the faithfulness of Jesus, Gentiles too become God's 
people and share Israel's blessings without becoming Jews. All who experience reconciliation share 
Jesus's partnership with God. "We toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the living God, 
who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe" (1 Tim 4:10).

Liturgy and Theology

Gods have always lived among humans. But long ago, they also lived inside us, sharing their nature 
with mere mortals.

Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament

This comprehensive study explores the region's 'forgotten' narratives, myths and traditions. Drawing 
on stories from Ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Anatolia, Syria-Palestine and Persia, Wasilewska shows 
how these narratives of creation, destruction and rebirth reach to the very roots of the Biblical and 
Quranic Genesis.

Violence and the Sacred in the Ancient Near East

This is volume two of a two-volume study of a war and moon god religion that was based on the Mideast 
moon god religion of Sin.

God for All

A COMPANION TO THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST A Companion to the 
Archaeology of the Ancient Near East is a comprehensive and authoritative overview of ancient material 
culture from the late Pleistocene to Late Antiquity. This expansive two-volume work includes 58 new 
essays from an international community of ancient Near East scholars. With coverage extending from 
Asia Minor, the eastern Mediterranean, and Egypt to the Caucasus, Central Asia, and the Indo-Iranian 
borderlands, the book highlights the enormous variation in cultural developments across roughly 
11,000 years of human endeavor. In addition to chapters devoted to specific regions and particular 
periods, many contributors concentrate on individual industries and major themes in ancient Near 
Eastern archaeology, ranging from metallurgy and agriculture to irrigation and fishing. Controversial 
issues, including the nature and significance of the antiquities market, ethical considerations in 
archaeological praxis, the history of the foundation of departments of antiquities, and ancient attitudes 
towards the past, make this a unique collection of studies that will be of interest to scholars, students, 
and interested readers alike.

Gods and Humans in the Ancient Near East

Published by Times Square Press, New York and Berlin. Akkadian-English Dictionary. Epistemology. Et-
ymology. Terminology. History. Texts translation. Linguistic cross-references. Comparative Lexicon/The-
saurus of Akkadian, Sumerian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Chaldean, Phoenician, Ugaritic, Aramaic, Syriac, 
Hebrew, Arabic. With additional linguistic cross-references: Turkish, Urdu and Persian (Farsi). Volume 
2 from a set of 3 volumes. A most unique dictionary of the Akkadian language on many levels; mainly 
because of its comparison and analogy between Akkadian and 14 languages of the ancient world. 
Thousands of entries, definitions and epistemological explanation of the origin of the word, its derivation 
and variants in other languages. Abundance of photos, maps, illustrations and sketches.

Creation Stories of the Middle East



Children were an important part of the ancient Near Eastern household. This idea seems straight-
forward, but it can be understood in many ways. On a basic level, children are necessary for the 
perpetuation of a household. On a deeper level, the definitions of child and member of the household 
are far from categorical. This book begins to explore the multiple definitions of child and the way the 
child fits within a household. It examines what membership in the household looks like for children 
and what factors contribute to it. A study addressing what a child is and how a child’s gender and 
social status affect her place in the household is vital to a proper understanding of the ancient Near 
Eastern household. Despite their importance, children have long been marginalized in discussions of 
ancient societies. Only recently has this trend begun to change within biblical and ancient Near Eastern 
scholarship. A recent wave of studies, especially in relation to the Hebrew Bible, has started to address 
children in their own right. In light of the current state of scholarship on children, the purpose of this 
book is threefold. First, Garroway continues to fill out the picture of the child in the ancient Near East 
by compiling child-centric texts and archaeological realia. In analyzing these materials, she surveys 
the relationship between children and ancient Near Eastern society by examining the extent to which 
structuring forces in a community, such as social status and gender, contribute to the process of a 
child’s becoming a member of his household and society. Finally, this information provides a base for 
future research, for example, a cross-cultural study of children in the ancient Near East in Classical 
Antiquity.

Moon-o-theism, Volume II of II

Covers the major languages, language families, and writing systems attested in the Ancient Near East 
Filled with enlightening chapters by noted experts in the field, this book introduces Ancient Near Eastern 
(ANE) languages and language families used during the time period of roughly 3200 BCE to the second 
century CE in the areas of Egypt, the Levant, eastern Anatolia, Mesopotamia, and Iran. In addition 
to providing grammatical sketches of the respective languages, the book focuses on socio-linguistic 
questions such as language contact, diglossia, the development of literary standard languages, and the 
development of diplomatic languages or “linguae francae.” It also addresses the interaction of Ancient 
Near Eastern languages with each other and their roles within the political and cultural systems of 
ANE societies. Presented in five parts, The Companion to Ancient Near Eastern Languages provides 
readers with in-depth chapter coverage of the writing systems of ANE, starting with their decipherment. 
It looks at the emergence of cuneiform writing; the development of Egyptian writing in the fourth and 
early third millennium BCI; and the emergence of alphabetic scripts. The book also covers many of the 
individual languages themselves, including Sumerian, Egyptian, Akkadian, Hittite, Pre- and Post-Exilic 
Hebrew, Phoenician, Ancient South Arabian, and more. Provides an overview of all major language 
families and writing systems used in the Ancient Near East during the time period from the beginning 
of writing (approximately 3200 BCE) to the second century CE (end of cuneiform writing) Addresses 
how the individual languages interacted with each other and how they functioned in the societies that 
used them Written by leading experts on the languages and topics The Companion to Ancient Near 
Eastern Languages is an ideal book for undergraduate students and scholars interested in Ancient 
Near Eastern cultures and languages or certain aspects of these languages.

A Companion to the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East

This volume describes how the rhetorical devices used in Judges inspire its readers to support a 
divinely appointed Judahite king who endorses the deuteronomic agenda to rid the land of foreigners, 
to maintain inter-tribal loyalty to YHWH's cult, and to uphold social justice. Matters of rhetorical concern 
interpreted here include the superimposed cycle-motif and tribal-political schemata, concerns reflected 
in the plot-layers of each hero story, the force of narrative analogy for characterization, the strategy of 
entrapment which foreshadows portrayals of Saul and David in 1 Samuel, and the relation between 
Judges' implied situation of composition and its compiler's intention. In addition to offering new insights 
into the rhetorical strategy of the Judges compiler, this book illustrates a new method for understanding 
how plot-layered stories work.

Akkadian-English Dictionary. Volume II (G-Q)

Essays analyze the major traditional texts of Judaism from literary, historical, philosophical, and 
religious points of view.

Children in the Ancient Near Eastern Household



This book brings to light how the genealogies in the Bible are a developing genre, flexible in both 
patterns and deviations, allowing the inclusion of otherwise absent family members like mothers and 
daughters.

A Companion to Ancient Near Eastern Languages

This introduction to the Ancient Near East includes coverage of Egypt and a balance of political, 
social, and cultural coverage. Organized by the periods, kingdoms, and empires generally used in 
Near Eastern political history, the text interlaces social and cultural history with the political narrative. 
This combination allows students to get a rounded introduction to the subject of Ancient Near Eastern 
history. An emphasis on problems and areas of uncertainty helps students understand how evidence 
is used to create interpretations and allows them to realize that several different interpretations of the 
same evidence are possible.This introduction to the Ancient Near East includes coverage of Egypt and 
a balance of political, social, and cultural coverage.

The Rhetoric of the Book of Judges
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