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Beginning film studies

Beginning film studies offers the ideal introduction to this vibrant subject. Written accessibly and with 
verve, it ranges across the key topics and manifold approaches to film studies. Andrew Dix has 
thoroughly updated the first edition, and this new volume includes new case studies, overviews of recent 
developments in the discipline, and up-to-the-minute suggestions for further reading. The book begins 
by considering some of film's formal features - mise-en-scène, editing and sound - before moving 
outwards to narrative, genre, authorship, stardom and ideology. Later chapters on film industries and 
on film consumption - where and how we watch movies - assess the discipline's recent geographical 
'turn'. The book references many film cultures, including Hollywood, Bollywood and contemporary Hong 
Kong. Case studies cover such topics as sound in The Great Gatsby and narrative in Inception. The 
superhero movie is studied; so too is Jennifer Lawrence. Beginning film studies is also interactive, with 
readers enabled throughout to reflect critically upon the field.

Beginning Film Studies

Beginning film studies offers the ideal introduction to this vibrant subject. Written accessibly and with 
verve, it ranges across the key topics and manifold approaches to film studies. Andrew Dix has 
thoroughly updated the first edition, and this new volume includes new case studies, overviews of recent 
developments in the discipline, and up-to-the-minute suggestions for further reading. The book begins 
by considering some of film's formal features - mise-en-scène, editing and sound - before moving 
outwards to narrative, genre, authorship, stardom and ideology. Later chapters on film industries and 
on film consumption - where and how we watch movies - assess the discipline's recent geographical 
'turn'. The book references many film cultures, including Hollywood, Bollywood and contemporary Hong 
Kong. Case studies cover such topics as sound in The Great Gatsby and narrative in Inception. The 
superhero movie is studied; so too is Jennifer Lawrence. Beginning film studies is also interactive, with 
readers enabled throughout to reflect critically upon the field.

Beginning Film Studies

Covering everything from Edison to Avatar, Gomery and Pafort-Overduin have written the clearest, 
best organized, and most user-friendly film history textbook on the market. It masterfully distills the 
major trends and movements of film history, so that the subject can be taught in one semester. 
And each chapter includes a compelling case study that highlights an important moment in movie 
history and, at the same time, subtly introduces a methodological approach. This book is a pleasure 
to read and to teach. Peter Decherney, University of Pennsylvania, USA In addition to providing a 
comprehensive overview of the development of film around the world, the book gives us examples 
of how to do film history, including organizing the details and discussing their implications.Hugh 
McCarney, Western Connecticut State University, USA Douglas Gomery and Clara Pafort-Overduin 
have created an outstanding textbook with an impressive breadth of content, covering over 100 years 
in the evolution of cinema. Movie History: A Survey is an engaging book that will reward readers with a 



contemporary perspective of the history of motion pictures and provide a solid foundation for the study 
of film. Matthew Hanson, Eastern Michigan University, USA How can we understand the history of film? 
Historical facts don’t answer the basic questions of film history. History, as this fascinating book shows, 
is more than the simple accumulation of film titles, facts and figures. This is a survey of over 100 years of 
cinema history, from its beginnings in 1895, to its current state in the twenty-first century. An accessible, 
introductory text, Movie History: A Survey looks at not only the major films, filmmakers, and cinema 
institutions throughout the years, but also extends to the production, distribution, exhibition, technology 
and reception of films. The textbook is divided chronologically into four sections, using the timeline of 
technological changes: Section One looks at the era of silent movies from 1895 to 1927; Section Two 
starts with the coming of sound and covers 1928 until 1950; Section Three runs from 1951 to 1975 and 
deals with the coming and development of television; and Section Four focuses on the coming of home 
video and the transition to digital, from 1975 to 2010. Key pedagogical features include: timelines in 
each section help students to situate the films within a broader historical context case study boxes with 
close-up analysis of specific film histories and a particular emphasis on film reception lavishly illustrated 
with over 450 color images to put faces to names, and to connect pictures to film titles margin notes 
add background information and clarity glossary for clear understanding of the key terms described 
references and further reading at the end of each chapter to enhance further study. A supporting 
website is available at www.routledge.com/textbooks/moviehistory, with lots of extra materials, useful 
for the classroom or independent study, including: additional case studies – new, in-depth and unique 
to the website international case studies – for the Netherlands in Dutch and English timeline - A movie 
history timeline charting key dates in the history of cinema from 1890 to the present day revision flash 
cards – ideal for getting to grips with key terms in film studies related resources – on the website you 
will find every link from the book for ease of use, plus access to additional online material students 
are also invited to submit their own movie history case studies - see website for details Written by 
two highly respected film scholars and experienced teachers, Movie History is the ideal textbook for 
students studying film history.

Movie History: A Survey

Film Studies is a concise and indispensable introduction to the formal study of cinema. Ed Sikov offers 
a step-by-step curriculum for the appreciation of all types of narrative cinema, detailing the essential 
elements of film form and systematically training the spectator to be an active reader and critic. He treats 
a number of fundamental factors in filmmaking, including editing, composition, lighting, the use of color 
and sound, and narrative. His description of mise-en-scene helps readers grasp the significance of 
montage, which in turn reveals the importance of a director’s use of camera movement. Film Studies is 
designed for courses on film history, film theory, and popular culture. Its straightforward explanations of 
core critical concepts, practical advice, and technical, visual, and aesthetic aspects anchor the reader’s 
understanding of the formal language and anatomy of film and the techniques of film analysis. The 
second edition of this best-selling textbook adds two new chapters: “Film and Ideology,” which covers 
how to read a film’s political and social content, and other key topics in film theory, and “Film Studies 
in the Age of Digital Cinema,” which explores the central problems of studying film when “film” itself is 
no longer the medium.

Film Studies, second edition

With more than 250 images, new information on international cinema—especially Polish, Chinese, 
Russian, Canadian, and Iranian filmmakers—an expanded section on African-American filmmakers, 
updated discussions of new works by major American directors, and a new section on the rise of comic 
book movies and computer generated special effects, this is the most up to date resource for film history 
courses in the twenty-first century.

A Short History of Film, Third Edition

AS Film Studies: The Essential Introduction gives students the confidence to tackle every part of the 
WJEC AS level Film Studies course. The authors, who have wide ranging experience as teachers, 
examiners and authors, introduce students step by step, to the skills involved in the study of film. 
The second edition follows the new WJEC syllabus for 2008 teaching onwards and has a companion 
website with additional resources for students and teachers. Specifically designed to be user friendly, 
the second edition of AS Film Studies: The Essential Introduction has a new text design to make the 
book easy to follow, includes more than 100 colour photographs and is jam packed with features such 



as: Case studies relevant to the 2008 specification Activities on films including Little Miss Sunshine, 
Pirates of the Caribbean & The Descent Key terms Example exam questions Suggestions for further 
reading and website resources

AS Film Studies

Bordwell scrutinizes the theories of style launched by various film historians and celebrates a century 
of cinema. The author examines the contributions of many directors and shows how film scholars have 
explained stylistic continuity and change.

On the History of Film Style

This is a comprehensive textbook for students of cinema. It provides a guide to the main concepts 
used to analyse the film industry and film texts, and also introduces some of the world's key national 
cinemas.

Introduction to Film Studies

Doing Film Studies examines what it really means to study film, encouraging the reader to question 
the dominant theories as well as understanding the key approaches to cinema. This book provides 
an overview of the construction of film studies - including its history and evolution - and examines the 
application of theories to film texts. Important questions discussed include: Why does film studies need 
a canon? What is the relationship between authorship and genre theory? What is screen theory? How 
do we read a film text? Why is the concept of the spectator important to film? How is film involved in 
national identity? What is meant by a ‘film industry’? Aimed at students in their final year of secondary 
education or beginning their degrees, Doing Film Studies equips the reader with the tools needed in 
approaching the study of film.

Doing Film Studies

This new edition of 'The Cinema Book' looks at the recent developments in the field of cinema studies 
whilst retaining the historical coverage and depth of the original.

The Cinema Book

Ed Sikov builds a step-by-step curriculum for the appreciation of all types of narrative cinema, detailing 
the essential elements of film form and systematically training the spectator to be an active reader 
and critic. Sikov primes the eye and mind in the special techniques of film analysis. His description of 
mise-en-scene helps readers grasp the significance of montage, which in turn reveals the importance 
of a director's use of camera movement. He treats a number of fundamental factors in filmmaking, 
including editing, composition, lighting, the use of color and sound, and narrative. Film Studies works 
with any screening list and can be used within courses on film history, film theory, or popular culture. 
Straightforward explanations of core critical concepts, practical advice, and suggested assignments 
on particular technical, visual, and aesthetic aspects further anchor the reader's understanding of the 
formal language and anatomy of film.

Film Studies

Offers a fresh overview of teaching with film to effectively enhance social studies instruction.

Teaching History with Film

The first major overview of the field of film history in twenty years, this book offers a wide-ranging 
account of the methods, sources and approaches used by modern film historians. The key areas of 
research are analysed, alongside detailed case studies centred on well-known American, Australian, 
British and European films.



The New Film History

This volume covers all aspects of film studies, including critical terms, concepts, movements, national 
and international cinemas, film history, genres, organizations, practices, and key technical terms and 
concepts. It is an ideal reference for students and teachers of film studies and anyone with an interest 
in film studies and criticism.

A Dictionary of Film Studies

Reframing the Past traces what historians have written about film and television from 1898 until 
the early 2000s. Mia Treacey argues that historical engagement with film and television should be 
reconceptualised as Screened History: an interdisciplinary, international field of research to incorporate 
and replace what has been known as ‘History and Film’. It draws from the fields of Film, Television 
and Cultural Studies to critically analyse key works and connect past scholarship with contemporary 
research. Reconsidered as Screened History, the works of Pierre Sorlin, Marc Ferro, John O’Connor, 
Robert Rosenstone and Robert Toplin are explored alongside lesser known but equally important 
contributions. This book identifies a number of common themes and ideas that have been explored 
by historians for decades: the use of history on film and television as a way to teach the past; the 
challenge of filmic and televisual history to more traditional historiography; and an ongoing battle to 
find an ‘appropriate’ historical way to engage with Film Studies and Theory. Screened History offers 
an approach to exploring History, Film and Television that allows room for future developments, while 
connecting them to a rich and diverse body of past scholarship. Combining a narrative of historical 
research on film and television over the past century with a reconceptualisation of the field as Screened 
History, Reframing the Past is essential reading both for established scholars of History and Film, Film 
History and other related disciplines, and to students new to the field.

Reframing the Past

This is the essential guide for anyone interested in film. Now in its second edition, the text has been 
completely revised and expanded to meet the needs of today's students and film enthusiasts. Some 
150 key genres, movements, theories and production terms are explained and analyzed with depth 
and clarity. Entries include:* auteur theory* Blaxploitation* British New Wave* feminist film theory* 
intertextuality* method acting* pornography* Third World Cinema* Vampire movies.

Cinema Studies: The Key Concepts

The Routledge Companion to Film History is an indispensable guide for anyone studying film history 
for the first time. The approach taken presents a substantial and readable overview of the field and 
provides students with a tool of reference that will be valuable throughout their studies. The volume 
is divided into two parts. The first is a set of eleven essays that approaches film history around the 
following themes: History of the moving image Film as art and popular culture Production process 
Evolution of sound Alternative modes: experimental, documentary, animation Cultural difference Film’s 
relationship to history The second is a critical dictionary that explains concepts, summarizes debates 
in film studies, defines technical terms, describes major periods and movements, and discusses 
historical situations and the film industry. The volume as a whole is designed as an active system of 
cross-references: readers of the essays are referred to dictionary entries (and vice versa) and both 
provide short bibliographies that encourage readers to investigate topics.

The Routledge Companion to Film History

Film scholarship has long been dominated by textual interpretations of specific films. Looking Past 
the Screen advances a more expansive American film studies in which cinema is understood to be a 
social, political, and cultural phenomenon extending far beyond the screen. Presenting a model of film 
studies in which films themselves are only one source of information among many, this volume brings 
together film histories that draw on primary sources including collections of personal papers, popular 
and trade journalism, fan magazines, studio publications, and industry records. Focusing on Hollywood 
cinema from the teens to the 1970s, these case studies show the value of this extraordinary range of 
historical materials in developing interdisciplinary approaches to film stardom, regulation, reception, 
and production. The contributors examine State Department negotiations over the content of American 
films shown abroad; analyze the star image of Clara Smith Hamon, who was notorious for having 
murdered her lover; and consider film journalists’ understanding of the arrival of auteurist cinema in 



Hollywood as it was happening during the early 1970s. One contributor chronicles the development 
of film studies as a scholarly discipline; another offers a sociopolitical interpretation of the origins of 
film noir. Still another brings to light Depression-era film reviews and Production Code memos so 
sophisticated in their readings of representations of sexuality that they undermine the perception that 
queer interpretations of film are a recent development. Looking Past the Screen suggests methods 
of historical research, and it encourages further thought about the modes of inquiry that structure the 
discipline of film studies. Contributors. Mark Lynn Anderson, Janet Bergstrom, Richard deCordova, 
Kathryn Fuller-Seeley, Sumiko Higashi, Jon Lewis, David M. Lugowski, Dana Polan, Eric Schaefer, 
Andrea Slane, Eric Smoodin, Shelley Stamp

Looking Past the Screen

Publisher Description

Revisioning History

A New History of Documentary Film includes new research that offers a fresh way to understand how 
the field began and grew. Retaining the original edition's core structure, there is added emphasis of the 
interplay among various approaches to documentaries and the people who made them. This edition 
also clearly explains the ways that interactions among the shifting forces of economics, technology, 
and artistry shape the form. New to this edition: - An additional chapter that brings the story of 
English language documentary to the present day - Increased coverage of women and people of 
color in documentary production - Streaming - Black Lives Matter - Animated documentaries - List 
of documentary filmmakers, organized chronologically by the years of their activity in the field

A New History of Documentary Film

This engaging and accessible introduction explores the intricacies of the film world to show how 
anyone can gain a broader understanding and a more pleasurable experience of film. Addressing 
general questions about why and how to study film, topics discussed include: the movie industry, from 
Hollywood to Bollywood who does what on a film set the history, the technology and the art of cinema 
theories of stardom, genre and film-making. Including illustrations and examples from an international 
range of films drawn from over a century of movie-making and a glossary of terms for ease of reference, 
Film Studies: The Basics is a must-have guide for any film student or fan.

Film Studies

The first-ever comprehensive examination of the film editor's craft from the beginning of cinema to the 
present day. Of all the film-making crafts, editing is the least understood. Using examples drawn from 
classic film texts, this book clarifies the editor's role and explains how the editing process maximises the 
effectiveness of the filmed material. Traces the development of editing from the primitive forms of early 
cinema through the upheavals caused by the advent of sound, to explore the challenges to convention 
that began in the 1960s and which continue into the twenty-first century. New digital technologies and 
the dominance of the moving image as an increasingly central part of everyday life have produced 
a radical rewriting of the rules of audio-visual address. It is not a technical treatise; instructive and 
accessible, this historically-based insight into filmmaking practice will prove invaluable to students of 
film and also appeal to a much wider readership.

Film editing - history, theory and practice

Modernism was the artistic and intellectual revolution of the early twentieth century. Yet despite its 
now-secure location in history, the radical experimental practices of modernism continue to bewilder 
as much as they excite. Beginning Modernism offers a clear and reader-friendly introduction to this 
complex and invigorating subject. With an emphasis on the close reading of modernist artefacts, 
from literary texts to buildings, paintings to musical compositions, the book aims to demystify the 
notorious difficulties of 'high' modernism, showing them to be an incentive rather than an obstacle 
to understanding and exploration. At the same time, it highlights the emergence of a new modernist 
studies, emphasizing the eclectic, the popular, and the global or transnational. Readers are encouraged 
to situate their reading of modernist literature within a wider set of cultural contexts, which include: visual 
art; ideas of time and space; sculpture; photography; film; politics; technology; sexuality; primitivism; 
architecture; dance; drama, and music. Beginning Modernism will be of interest both to the general 



reader, and to undergraduates and postgraduates in the fields of literary studies, art history and cultural 
studies.

Beginning Modernism

An authoritative and much-needed overview of the main issues in the field of early cinema from over 
30 leading international scholars in the field First collection of its kind to offer in one reference: original 
theory, new research, and reviews of existing studies in the field Features over 30 original essays 
from some of the leading scholars in early cinema and Film Studies, including Tom Gunning, Jane 
Gaines, Richard Abel, Thomas Elsaesser, and André Gaudreault Caters to renewed interest in film 
studies’ historical methods, with strict analysis of multiple and competing sources, providing a critical 
re-contextualization of films, printed material and technologies Covers a range of topics in early cinema, 
such as exhibition, promotion, industry, pre-cinema, and film criticism Broaches the latest research on 
the subject of archival practices, important particularly in the current digital context

A Companion to Early Cinema

This is a comprehensive introduction to books and print culture which examines the move from the 
spoken word to written texts, the book as commodity, the power and profile of readers, and the future 
of the book in an electronic age.

An Introduction to Book History

Fictional films tell true historical stories... Film and History is a compelling and unique overview of the 
cinema and its relationship with history, ranging from the ancient world to the modern day. This is the 
first book of its kind to offer such a broad historical and theoretical portrayal of the rapidly-growing sub 
field of history and film. Rosenstone introduces the varieties, types and traditions of historical films 
made worldwide and sets this against the changing ways in which historians and other public critics 
debate the portrayal of history in modern film.

History on Film/film on History

Shows what examiners are looking for in the GCSE coursework and in the exam. This resource provides 
coverage of the specification so that teachers can deliver the course with confidence and students 
can approach assessment fully prepared. It includes activities and case studies throughout to engage 
students with this subject.

GCSE Film Studies for WJEC

Teaching Difficult History through Film explores the potential of film to engage young people in 
controversial or contested histories and how they are represented, ranging from gender and sexuality, 
to colonialism and slavery. Adding to the education literature of how to teach and learn difficult histories, 
contributors apply their theoretical and pedagogical expertise and experiences to a variety of historical 
topics to show the ways that film can create opportunities for challenging conversations in the classroom 
and attempts to recognize the perspectives of historically marginalized groups. Chapters focus on 
translating research into practice by applying theoretical frameworks such as critical race theory, 
auto-ethnography or cultural studies, as well as more practical pedagogical models with film. Each 
chapter also includes applicable pedagogical considerations, such as how to help students approach 
difficult topics, model questions or strategies for engaging students, and examples from the authors’ 
own experiences in teaching with film or in leading students to develop counter-narratives through 
filmmaking. These discussions of the real considerations facing classroom teachers and professors 
are sure to appeal to experienced secondary teachers, pre-service teacher education programs, 
graduate students, and academic audiences within education, history, and film studies. Part and 
chapter discussion guides, full references of the films included in the book, and resources for teachers 
are available on the book’s companion website www.teachingdifficulthistory.com.

Teaching Difficult History through Film

An Introduction to Film Studies has established itself as the leading textbook for students of cinema. 
This revised and updated third edition guides students through the key issues and concepts in film 
studies, and introduces some of the world's key national cinemas including British, Indian, Soviet 
and French. Written by experienced teachers in the field and lavishly illustrated with over 122 film 



stills and production shots, it will be essential reading for any student of film.Features of the third 
edition include:*full coverage of all the key topics at undergraduate level*comprehensive and up-to-date 
information and new case studies on recent films such as Gladiator , Spiderman , The Blair Witch 
Project, Fight Club , Shrek and The Matrix*annotated key readings, further viewing, website resources, 
study questions, a comprehensive bibliography and indexes, and a glossary of key terms will help 
lecturers prepare tutorials and encourage students to undertake independent study.Individual chapters 
include:*Film form and narrative*Spectator, audience and response*Critical approaches to Hollywood 
cinema: authorship, genre and stars*Animation: forms and meaning*Gender and film*Lesbian and gay 
cinema*British cinema*Soviet montage Cinema*French New Wave*Indian Cinema

An Introduction to Film Studies

A history of German film dealing with individual films as works of art has long been needed. Existing 
histories tend to treat cinema as an economic rather than an aesthetic phenomenon; earlier surveys that 
do engage with individual films do not include films of recent decades. This book treats representative 
films from the beginnings of German film to the present. Providing historical context through an 
introduction and interchapters preceding the treatments of each era's films, the volume is suitable for 
semester- or year-long survey courses and for anyone with an interest in German cinema.BR> The 
films: The Student of Prague - The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari - The Last Laugh - Metropolis - The Blue 
Angel - M - Triumph of the Will - The Great Love - The Murderers are Among Us - Sun Seekers - Trace 
of Stones - The Legend of Paul and Paula - Solo Sunny - The Bridge - Young Törless - Aguirre, The 
Wrath of God - Germany in Autumn - The Marriage of Maria Braun - The Tin Drum - Marianne and 
Juliane - Wings of Desire - Maybe, Maybe Not - Rossini - Run Lola Run - Good Bye Lenin! - Head 
On - The Lives of Others Stephen Brockmann is Professor of German at Carnegie Mellon University 
and president-elect of the German Studies Association. He received the German Academic Exchange 
Service's 2007 Prize for Distinguished Scholarship in German and European Studies.

A Critical History of German Film

A beautiful book and a brisk read, American Film is the most enjoyable and interesting overview of the 
history of American filmmaking available. Focused on aspects of the film business that are of perennial 
interest to undergraduates, this book will engage students from beginning to end.

American Film

Film Studies: The Basics is a compelling guide to the study of cinema in all its forms. This second 
edition has been thoroughly revised and updated to take account of recent scholarship, the latest 
developments in the industry and the explosive impact of new technologies. Core topics covered 
include: The history, technology and art of cinema Theories of stardom, genre and film-making The 
movie industry from Hollywood to Bollywood Who does what on a film set Complete with film stills, 
end-of-chapter summaries and a substantial glossary, Film Studies: The Basics is the ideal introduction 
to those new to the study of cinema.



Film Studies: The Basics

This anthology of specially commissioned essays introduces students to some of the central questions 
and debates which have concerned the development of Film Studies. It differs from other readers in that 
it does not start with the intellectual history of the evolution of film theory, or the history and criticism of 
film, but with the problems and questions that confront us now. The contributors begin with questions 
that are central to the field, asking what we need to know and what theories, concepts, and methods 
help us to know. These questions that confront the discipline at the beginning of a new century, either 
reframe or depart from the concerns of the 1970s when film first became an academic subject of study. 
This second century of moving images, new questions, and a new knowledge animate the field. The aim 
of this collection is to reinvent film studies in the light of these new questions, rethinking and refiguring 
what is most useful from the past. There are fourkey issues in this reinvention: that film studies can no 
longer ignore its interdisciplinary invention next to media studies, cultural studies and visual culture, 
and that film studies thus needs to confront the 'massness' of its existence as mass media; that film 
studies has a distinctive and historically changing sensory appeal; that since mass mediated culture 
is the only terrain on which we have to work, we need to re-confront the aesthetic, generic and modal 
forms of this mass media; and,finally, that the pressure of postmodernity has compelled a new urgency 
in the understanding of film history, which is never wholly about then and certainly always about now.

Reinventing Film Studies

The Routledge Companion to Film History is an indispensable guide for anyone studying film history 
for the first time. The approach taken presents a substantial and readable overview of the field and 
provides students with a tool of reference that will be valuable throughout their studies. The volume 
is divided into two parts. The first is a set of eleven essays that approaches film history around the 
following themes: History of the moving image Film as art and popular culture Production process 
Evolution of sound Alternative modes: experimental, documentary, animation Cultural difference Film’s 
relationship to history The second is a critical dictionary that explains concepts, summarizes debates 
in film studies, defines technical terms, describes major periods and movements, and discusses 
historical situations and the film industry. The volume as a whole is designed as an active system of 
cross-references: readers of the essays are referred to dictionary entries (and vice versa) and both 
provide short bibliographies that encourage readers to investigate topics.

The Routledge Companion to Film History

For the past twenty-five years, cinema has been a vital terrain on which feminist debates about culture, 
representation, and identity have been fought. This anthology charts the history of those debates, 
bringing together the key, classic essays in feminist film theory. Feminist Film Theory maps the impact 
of major theoretical developments on this growing field-from structuralism and psychoanalysis in the 
1970s, to post-colonial theory, queer theory, and postmodernism in the 1990s. Covering a wide range of 
topics, including oppressive images, "woman" as fetishized object of desire, female spectatorship, and 
the cinematic pleasures of black women and lesbian women, Feminist Film Theory is an indispensable 
reference for scholars and students in the field. Contributors include Judith Butler, Carol J. Clover, 
Barbara Creed, Michelle Citron, Mary Ann Doane, Teresa De Lauretis, Jane Gaines, Christine Gledhill, 
Molly Haskell, bell hooks, Claire Johnston, Annette Kuhn, Julia Lesage, Judith Mayne, Tania Modleski, 
Laura Mulvey, B. Ruby Rich, Kaja Silverman, Sharon Smith, Jackie Stacey, Janet Staiger, Anna Marie 
Taylor, Valerie Walkerdine, and Linda Williams.

Feminist Film Theory

A New History of Documentary Film, Second Edition offers a much-needed resource, considering 
the very rapid changes taking place within documentary media. Building upon the best-selling 2005 
edition, Betsy McLane keeps the same chronological examination, factual reliability, ease of use and 
accessible prose style as before, while also weaving three new threads - Experimental Documentary, 
Visual Anthropology and Environmental/Nature Films - into the discussion. She provides emphasis on 
archival and preservation history, present practices, and future needs for documentaries. Along with 
preservation information, specific problems of copyright and fair use, as they relate to documentary, are 
considered. Finally, A History of Documentary Film retains and updates the recommended readings 
and important films and the end of each chapter from the first edition, including the bibliography and 
appendices. Impossible to talk learnedly about documentary film without an audio-visual component, 



a companion website will increase its depth of information and overall usefulness to students, teachers 
and film enthusiasts.

A New History of Documentary Film

Presents a history of underground cinema, discovering the cultural roots found in nineteenth-century 
Paris and medieval London, but situates it as a radical and popular subculture separate from main-
stream cinema and avant-garde film.

Subversion

The early years of the history of Chinese film have lately been the subject of resurgent interest and a 
growing body of scholarship has come to recognise and identify an extraordinarily diverse and complex 
period. This volume explores the development of Chinese film from 1896 to 1949. The volume covers the 
screening of foreign films in Shanghai, Hong Kong and other coastal cities in China, the technological 
and industrial development of Chinese national cinema, key filmmakers and actors of early Chinese 
cinema, changing modes of representation and narration, as well as the social and cultural contexts 
within which early Chinese films were produced and circulated. The relationship between the War of 
Resistance against Japan and the Chinese civil war and Chinese film is also explored. The book will be 
essential reading for scholars and students in film studies, Chinese studies, cultural studies and media 
studies, helping readers develop a comprehensive understanding of Chinese film.

General History of Chinese Film I

This is a moving, star-filled account of one of Hollywood’s true golden ages as told by a man in the 
middle of it all. Walter Mirisch’s company has produced some of the most entertaining and enduring 
classics in film history, including West Side Story, Some Like It Hot, In the Heat of the Night, and 
The Magnificent Seven. His work has led to 87 Academy Award nominations and 28 Oscars. Richly 
illustrated with rare photographs from his personal collection, I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not 
History reveals Mirisch’s own experience of Hollywood and tells the stories of the stars—emerging and 
established—who appeared in his films, including Natalie Wood, John Wayne, Peter Sellers, Sidney 
Poitier, Steve McQueen, Marilyn Monroe, and many others. With hard-won insight and gentle humor, 
Mirisch recounts how he witnessed the end of the studio system, the development of independent 
production, and the rise and fall of some of Hollywood’s most gifted (and notorious) cultural icons. 
A producer with a passion for creative excellence, he offers insights into his innovative filmmaking 
process, revealing a rare ingenuity for placating the demands of auteur directors, weak-kneed studio 
executives, and troubled screen sirens. From his early start as a movie theater usher to the presentation 
of such masterpieces as The Apartment, Fiddler on the Roof, and The Great Escape, Mirisch tells 
the inspiring life story of his climb to the highest echelon of the American film industry. This book 
assures Mirisch’s legacy—as Elmore Leonard puts it—as “one of the good guys.” Best Books for Special 
Interests, selected by the American Association of School Librarians, and Best Books for General 
Audiences, selected by the Public Library Association

I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History
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