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Explore the evolving nature of family within contemporary society. This analysis delves into various 
family structures, from traditional to diverse forms, and examines the significant challenges families 
face today, including societal pressures, economic shifts, and changing roles, offering insights into 
modern family dynamics.
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Contemporary Issues in Family Studies

This volume tackles key issues in the changing nature of family life from a global perspective, and is 
essential reading for those studying and working with families. Covers changes in couple relationships 
and the challenges these pose; parenting practices and their implications for child development; key 
contemporary global issues, such as migration, poverty, and the internet, and their impact on the 
family; and the role of the state in supporting family relationships Includes a stellar cast of international 
contributors such as Paul Amato and John Coleman, and contributions from leading experts based 
in North Africa, Japan, Australia and New Zealand Discusses topics such as cohabitation, divorce, 
single-parent households, same-sex partnerships, fertility, and domestic violence Links research and 
practice and provides policy recommendations at the end of each chapter

Family Divisions and Inequalities in Modern Society

A collection of essays on the social divisions and inequalities encompassing and pervading family life 
in modern society. It covers issues at the forefront of current social discourse and presents information 
and ideas relevant to progressive social policy, administration and change.

Concepts and Definitions of Family for the 21st Century

Explore the breakdown of the universal family form into new living arrangements and the political and 
social implications of how they influence the definition of family today! Concepts and Definitions of 
Family for the 21st Century views families from a US perspective and from many different cultures 
and societies. You will examine the family as it has evolved from the 1950s traditional family to 
today’s family structures. The controversial question, “What is family?” is thoroughly examined as it 
has become an increasingly important social policy concern because of the recent change in the 
traditional family. Scholars and researchers in family studies and sociology will be intrigued by these 
thought-provoking articles that analyze the definition of the family from a multitude of perspectives. 
Concepts and Definitions of Family for the 21st Century looks at family in terms of its social construction, 
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variations and the diversity in families, among others. You will examine the negative implications of 
using the term “The Family” as it implies “The Nuclear Family,” which many powerful lobbies (politics, 
morality, religion) claim to support and revere. You will also explore family ideology and identity from 
many different social and cultural contexts. Some of the family issues you will explore in Concepts and 
Definitions of Family for the 21st Century include: marrying, procreating, and divorcing in a traditional 
Jewish family redefining western families by taking into consideration the legal factors, history, tradition 
and the continued expansion of the definition of family in the US addressing family issues in Lithuania, 
a country amidst many political changes challenging and complicating the definition of family with 
stepfamilies exploring the question “What are families after divorce?” examining multicultural motives 
for marriage and how these motives effect courting behavior in Lithuania defining families through 
caregiving patterns Concepts and Definitions of Family for the 21st Century goes in-depth to broaden 
and interpret the meaning of family in today’s society. Through the exploration of legal implications, 
professional and personal needs this text takes into account the large variety of groups that have close 
living relationships. Concepts and Definitions of Family for the 21st Century will assist you in answering 
the difficult and complex question “What is family?”

Parenthood in Modern Society

Lowe.

Handbook of Family Policies Across the Globe

Family policy holds a particular status in the quest for a more equitable world as it intersects the 
rights of women, children, and workers. But despite local and global efforts and initiatives, the state 
of family policy in different areas of the world varies widely. Through a cross-section of countries on 
six continents, Family Policies Across the Globe offers the current state of the laws concerning family 
life, structure, and services, providing historical, cultural, and socioeconomic context. Lucidly written 
chapters analyze key aspects of family definition, marriage, child well-being, work/family balance, and 
family assistance, reviewing underlying social issues and controversies as they exist in each country. 
Details of challenges to implementation and methods of evaluating policy outcomes bring practical 
realities into sharp focus, and each chapter concludes with recommendations for improvement at 
the research, service, and governmental levels. The result is an important comparative look at how 
governments support families, and how societies perceive themselves as they evolve. Among the 
issues covered: Sierra Leone: toward sustainable family policies. Russia: folkways versus state-ways. 
Japan: policy responses to a declining population. Australia: reform, revolutions, and lingering effects. 
Canada: a patchwork policy. Colombia: a focus on policies for vulnerable families. Researchers , 
professors and graduate students in the fields of social policy, child and family studies, psychology, 
sociology, and social work will find in Family Policies Across the Globe a reference that will grow in 
importance as world events continue to develop.

Contemporary Family Lifestyles in Central and Western Europe

This open access book brings together a unique set of comparative data from Western and Central 
Europe on how contemporary families live, and discusses the similarities and differences in family 
lifestyles in this region. The empirical data comes from the authors‘ original research derived from 
adult representatives of families with children in the Czech Republic, Germany, Latvia, Poland, Slovakia 
and Ukraine. The authors compare and interpret information on the social and economic situation of 
families, expressed satisfaction in their lifestyles, and leisure and media in the everyday life of families. 
Overall, the authors bring into the discussion both current knowledge and original empirical data on 
families and contribute to literature on the sociology of the family, particularly in Europe. This book is 
useful to researchers and students interested in family issues, along with professionals in the field of 
family care and social policy.

The Family in the Modern Age

Many argue that the modern family is an anachronistic institution whose demise is only a question of 
time. Looking to the family's future, the eminent sociologist Brigitte Berger argues that despite being 
weakened and embattled, the family will survive as a fundamental social institution. The family has 
been the cradle of the modern social order for some three hundred years, and will remain the basis 
for any society concerned with happiness, liberty, equality, and prosperity for all its members. Rather 
than being condemned to the dust heap of history, or becoming a simple lifestyle choice, the modern 



family has a number of enduring strengths that will ensure its survival. In The Family in the Modern 
Age, Berger focuses on four major areas of concern. First, she demonstrates that the short shrift given 
to the institutional dimension of the family misrepresents the importance and the role of the family 
today. Second, she documents the close cognitive fit between core elements of the modern family 
and the stability of modern society, and argues that any society that ignores this connection does 
so at its own peril. Third, Berger investigates the degree to which currently identified problems may 
endanger the modern family's vital individual and social functions. And finally, she develops reasonable 
projections of the future of the family that will be core elements contributing to the creation of a politically 
democratic and economically prosperous world. Berger takes a long-range view of "the career" of the 
conventional family in the twentieth century. Her perspective is distinctly different from that widespread 
in scholarly literature today. She takes account of recent demographic shifts in behavior relating to 
sexuality, marriage, family structure and values, relationships, and family functions. Berger considers 
hotly contested contemporary issues relating to the family-gay marriage, divorce, abortion, women 
and work, issues of child-care, among others. But she concludes that despite the industrial system's 
numerous permutations and the far-reaching social adjustments they have exacted, the norms peculiar 
to the modern family are likely to remain the core feature of any dynamic liberal democratic social order 
organized around the market. The Family in the Modern Age will be of central interest to professionals 
as well as a general public concerned with the current debate over the role of the family in modern 
society.

Family and Economy in Modern Society

The recent explosion in population aging across the globe represents one of the most remarkable 
demographic changes in human history. There is much concern about population aging and its 
consequences for nations, for governments, and for individuals. It has often been noted that population 
aging will inevitably affect the economic stability of most countries and the policies of most state 
governments. What is less obvious, but equally important, is that population aging will profoundly 
affect families. Who will care for the growing numbers of tomorrow's very old members of societies? 
Will it be state governments? The aged themselves? Their families? The purpose of this volume is to 
examine consequences of global aging for families and intergenerational support, and for nations as 
they plan for the future. Four remarkable social changes during the past fifty years are highlighted: (1) 
Extension of the life course: A generation has been added to the average span of life over the past 
century; (2) Changes in the age structures of nations: Most nations today have many more elders, and 
many fewer children, than fifty years ago; (3) Changes in family structures and relationships: Some 
of these differences are the result of trends in family structure, notably higher divorce rates and the 
higher incidence of childbearing to single parents; (4) Changes in governmental responsibilities: In 
the last decade, governmental responsibility appears to have slowed or reversed as states reduce 
welfare expenditures. How will families respond to twenty-first-century problems associated with 
population aging? Will families indeed be important in the twenty-first century, or will kinship and the 
obligations across generations become increasingly irrelevant, replaced by "personal communities"? 
This volume goes a considerable distance to answer these critical issues for the twenty-first century. 
Vern L. Bengtson is an AARP/University Chair in Gerontology and Professor of Sociology, University of 
Southern California. Ariela Lowenstein is associate professor and head, Department of Aging Studies, 
University of Haifa, Israel.

Global Aging and Its Challenge to Families

"I don't know how often I've wished for an introductory text on family life which encompassed critical 
contemporary sociological thinking alongside the basic information students need, and have only found 
fossilised thinking on a stodgy subject. But now all that has changed. McKie and Callan have achieved 
what I thought was almost impossible in Understanding Families - a textbook which provides unrivalled 
foundations for a critical understanding of contemporary families and relationships." - Carol Smart, The 
Morgan Centre, University of Manchester "This excellent, innovative, comprehensive and easy to read 
text should be essential reading for everyone keen to understand families across the globe... It will make 
an outstanding contribution to family studies and is highly recommended." - Janet Walker, Newcastle 
University "Easy to read text, which debates current thinking surrounding modern families. Case studies 
and questions for the reader throughout the text help traslate theory into practice." - Justine Gallagher, 
Northumbria University Families are the core building blocks of society. Our experience of them affects 
many aspects of our everyday lives shaping our expectations and future plans. Written by experts 
in family studies and family policy, this clear, engaging book adopts a global perspective to usefully 



examine how modern families can be explored and understood in research, policy and practice. Packed 
with critical pedagogy, including case-studies, think points, key words and a glossary, it guides students 
through topics such as relationships, sexualities and paid and unpaid work, continually returning to its 
central themes of process and structure. The book also: Applies key social theories to contemporary 
analysis Examines key studies on researching families and family life Explores the role of government 
policies and practices This comprehensive introduction to the study of families and relationships is a 
timely resource for students and lecturers working across the social sciences, particularly students of 
family studies, the sociology of the family, family policy, and social work and the family Linda McKie is 
Professor of Sociology, Glasgow Caledonian University; Samantha Callan is based at the Centre for 
Social Justice. They are both affiliated to the Centre for Research on Families and Relationships at the 
University of Edinburgh.

Understanding Families

As the social world of American families feverishly changes, single-parent families, dual-career couples, 
and blended families have quickly become the norm rather than the exception. In Family Relations, 
a distinguished group of leading family researchers including Joan Huber, David Olson, Hamilton 
McCubbin, and Marilyn Coleman examines the social changes that have gripped society and explains 
their impact on family relationships and functioning. Initial chapters address principal theories of 
change; the remainder of the volume addresses the predominant challenges facing contemporary 
families such as work/family interface, violence, family dysfunction, family crisis, divorce, and the 
transition to marriage and parenthood. The contributors make suggestions for change in family policy, 
family therapy, and family life education, and conclude with an overview of the current state of families 
and future directions. This comprehensive and interesting volume is for students, family researchers, 
sociologists, psychologists, counselors, family life educators, and policy analysts. "True to its aim it 
informs about the latest understandings and tools of intervention to help overcome the formidable 
challenges to the family....there is some worthy scholarship to be found in this volume....chapter 3 
on gender and role change is a lively and readable summary." --British Journal of Social Work "[This 
volume] has much to offer. For example, the volume contains demographic information often needed by 
practitioners and policymakers at a moment2s notice. Literature reviews not only summarize research 
on a particular topic but also are organized around a theoretical framework. Well-known authors have 
contributed scholarly, insightful commentaries on current family issues and challenges for the future. In 
short, this book provides information that practitioners and policymakers could use to do the following: 
establish the need and rationale for programming and applied research, justify the expenditure of funds 
for children and families, ground their work in theory and research, conduct in-service education, and 
consider program evaluation strategies. . . . This book is well-written and provides a valuable resource 
for the intended readership. I look forward to the second volume." --Journal of Marriage and the Family

Family Relations

This edited volume addresses one of the central issues of family studies - parenting. Terry Arendell uses 
the social constructionist and the feminist lens to examine current controversies and issues of interest 
to family professionals and students. This important new volume deals with the history and demography 
of parenthood, parenting styles and structures, and issues of parenting within the broader community 
and policy context.

Contemporary Parenting

Acknowledging the increasing diversity and complexity of families, this innovative book proposes a 
new conceptual framework for understanding families and other relationships that both challenges and 
attempts to reconcile traditional and contemporary approaches. Using the notion of 'boundaries', the 
book shifts thinking from 'families as entities' to 'families as relationship processes'. Emphasising the 
processes that underlie boundary construction and reconstruction suggests that the key to under-
standing family life is the process of relationship formation. The ideas of entity, boundary, margins and 
hybridity provide a framework for understanding the diverse, and often contradictory, ways in which 
families contribute to society. Families in society makes a significant contribution to the academic 
literature on families and is essential reading for social science students, social researchers, policy 
makers and practitioners interested in families and relationships.

Families in Society



The strengths of families from culture to culture, when compared to each other, are remarkably similar 
and give us common ground around the world upon which to unite and develop mutual understanding. 
Strengths-Based Research and Perspectives: Strong Families Around the World, provides a conceptual 
framework for global family strengths, discussing the diverse strengths and challenges that families 
face regardless of location. This book presents 43 expert authors from 18 countries in all seven major 
areas in the world who explain what it means to be a family in the context of their country and the 
challenges their country faces in the world today. Focusing on the latest studies of similarities between 
strong families of different cultures, Strengths-Based Research and Perspectives: Strong Families 
Around the World presents a wide variety of disciplines, including family studies, family education, family 
therapy, modern languages, psychology, social work, sociology, cultural anthropology, and nursing. This 
insightful text centers on the Family Strengths Perspective, a paradigm that not only recognizes that 
there are problems in families today, but demonstrates clearly how these can be dealt with successfully. 
This valuable resource provides case study examples, quotations from literature and cultural mythology, 
tables, figures, and extensive references to give readers an in-depth understanding of the issues from 
strengths-based perspectives. Topics in Strengths-Based Research and Perspectives: Strong Families 
Around the World include: an introduction into the Family Strengths Perspective the International 
Family Strengths Model the propositions of the Family Strengths Perspective how the Family Strengths 
Perspective fits with other conceptual frameworks families from a global perspective a conceptual 
framework for understanding global family strengths and challenges Strengths-Based Research and 
Perspectives: Strong Families Around the World is useful as a text in marriage and family relationships 
classes, cross-cultural family patterns classes, strengths-based practitioner training classes, and family 
therapy and family educator training classes. This valuable resource will also be of great interest to 
family educators, family therapists, psychologists, social workers, nurses, and religious counselors.

Strong Families Around the World

Directed towards researchers and practitioners in family studies and gerontology, this completely 
revised Second Edition of Family Relationships in Later Life provides an innovative new collection of 
research-based descriptions on family relations of older people. Each chapter summarizes existing 
literature on the topic and provides up-to-date original research. Topics addressed include: sibling 
relationships in later life; widowhood; ethnic differences; elder abuse and mistreatment; family care; 
and health problems.



Family Relationships in Later Life

The area of work and family is a hot topic in the social sciences and appeals to scholars in a wide 
range of disciplines. There are few edited volumes in this area, however, and this may be the only 
one that focuses on low-income families--a particularly important group in this era of welfare-to-work 
policy. Interdisciplinary in nature, the volume brings together contributors from the fields of psychology, 
social work, sociology, demography, economics, human development and family studies, and public 
policy. It presents important work-family topics from the point of view of low-income families at a time 
in history when welfare to work programs have become standard. Divided into four parts, each section 
addresses a different aspect of the topic, consisting of a big picture lead essay which is followed 
by three papers that critique, extend, and supplement the final paper. Many of the chapters address 
important social policy issues, giving the volume an applied focus which will make it of interest to many 
groups. Serving to organize the volume, these issues and others have been encapsulated into four 
sets of anchor questions: *How has the availability, content, and stability of the jobs available for the 
working poor changed in recent decades? How do work circumstances for low-income families vary 
as a function of gender, family structure, race, ethnicity, and geography? What implications do these 
changes have for the widening inequality between the haves and have-nots? *What features of work 
timing matter for families? What do we know about the impacts of shift work, long hours, seasonal 
work, and temporary work on employees, their family relationships, and their children's development? 
*How are the child care needs of low-income families being met? What challenges do these families 
face with regard to child care, and how can child-care services be strengthened to support parents and 
to enhance child development? *How are the challenges of managing work and family experienced by 
low-income men and women? The primary audience for the book is academicians and their students, 
policy specialists, and people charged with developing and evaluating family-focused programs. The 
volume will be appropriate for classroom use in upper-level undergraduate courses and graduate 
courses in the fields of family sociology, demography, human development and family studies, women's 
studies, labor studies, and social work.

Work-Family Challenges for Low-Income Parents and Their Children

This nonjudgmental, inclusive, and far-reaching text focuses on the diverse patterns of family structure 
prevalent in our society today. Family Diversity presents empirical research on the internal dynamics, 
social environments, support factors, prevalence of discrimination, and common stereotypes that 
account for the issues surrounding current family relations. By examining the history and nature of 
foster and adoptive, single-parent, lesbian/gay, step- and grandparent family units, Pauline Irit Erera is 
able to challenge both the idealized family prototype and the hegemony of the traditional structure.

Family Diversity

"Family has always been at the foundation of Indian society, and even contemporary people continue 
to take pride in the centrality of family life. But, the fast pace and all-embracing socio-political and 
economic changes in recent years are having a significant impact on individuals and families. In the 
age of electronic media, the Indian family is being exposed to ideas, ideals and lifestyles that are 
challenging the structure and stability of family as a social institution. Indian families are not well 
prepared or equipped to face the competitive and challenging world of today. Either, they are lacking 
correct information or receiving misinformation from dubious sources that are doing more harm than 
good. Young people are exposed to an entirely new pattern of living and a new set of mores, values and 
standards that are being widely accepted but which stand in contrast to those which were promoted 
by their parents and grandparents. Such a situation of Indian family calls for an education which can 
teach youth with regard to the knowledge, attitude and skills required for a successful family living. 
Family Life Education (FLE) has tremendous potentials to do so. Though the idea of FLE is relatively 
new to India but as part of a comprehensive mental health effort in India, it holds great promise as a 
keeper and restorer of the family unit. This book explores the range of marital and family difficulties, and 
examines how an FLE movement might take root in the context of the current mental health system 
and social service practice. It also discusses the content, scope and potential benefits of FLE training 
and services in meeting the tremendous needs of married couples and families. It is hoped that this 
book will fill an important gap in the Indian Family Science literature, and serve as a catalyst for needed 
changes in social policy and community development programmes."

Family Life Education in India



African Families in the Twenty-First Century explores the idea that the family is the basic unit of society 
and an enduring multifunctional institution in Africa. The functions and structures of African families, 
as well as the multiple roles played by Africa's women, are undergoing structural changes. The ways 
in which education, employment, and current economic conditions reshape these complex roles are 
immense. The challenges facing African families and their members-such as globalization, war, poverty, 
economic restructuring, reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, harmful traditional practices, aging, and care 
and support of the elderly-have magnified due to a series of economic, social, political, religious, 
ecological, and other related factors. Author Aderanti Adepoju explores the vulnerability and resilience 
of African families in the face of these crises and challenges. He also looks at the opportunities facing 
African families in the new millennium. Because of the importance of African families to the development 
process, African Families in the Twenty-First Century is essential reading for planners, policy makers, 
activists, academics, and students.

African Families in the Twenty-first Century

An experienced teacher of courses on the sociology of the family, D.H.J. Morgan frequently encounters 
a gulf between ‘the family’ as it is often treated in sociological texts and ‘the family’ as it is usually 
experienced. In this book he provides an extremely valuable bridge between the two by presenting an 
encounter between some of the mainstream theoretical approaches and concerns in the sociology of 
the family and what he terms as ‘critical’ perspectives on the family. This is the first British book on 
a basic social institution that takes into account the literature outside the mainstream of sociological 
analysis that deals with the subject. The first half examines the varieties of functional theorizing 
embedded in many texts, the over-concern with the question of kinship in modern society and the 
treatment of the family as a ‘success story’. In the second half Dr Morgan presents a critical account 
of some of the counter-theories: those derived from the radical feminist movement, the existential 
psycho-analytical approach associated with Laing, and the critical analyses of sex in an advanced 
capitalist society. A final chapter suggests some themes and orientations, derived from this encounter 
of theoretical approaches and modern perspectives, which can be usefully developed.

Social Theory and the Family (RLE Social Theory)

The recent explosion in population ageing across the globe represents one of the most remarkable 
demographic changes in human history. Population ageing will profoundly affect families. Who will care 
for the growing numbers of tomorrows very old members of societies? Will it be state governments? 
The aged themselves? Their families? The purpose of this book is to examine consequences of global 
aging for families and intergenerational support, and for nations as they plan for the future.

Global Aging and Challenges to Families

In April 2009, an inspiring international conference was held at Bielefeld on the topic "Children and 
the Good Life: New Challenges for Research on Children." The focus was on how we can define and 
measure a "good life" for children growing up in the modern world. This tied in with discussions on 
how convincing universalistic theories are, what research on children can contribute, and how children 
themselves can be integrated into the research process and debates on the "good life." Discourses and 
the production of knowledge on the "good life" or "well-being" require a guiding idea or a theoretical 
frame. This frame can come from the feminist ethic of care or from the Human and Children's Rights 
Convention, from the idea of welfare, or from the Capability Approach.

Children and the Good Life

Family studies play an increasintyy important role in contemporary sociology. David Cheal provides 
an up-to-date and comprehensive survey of modern socological theories about family life. While 
recognizing that these theories are both diverse and fragmented, he argues that such divisions are 
a positive and integral aspect of studying contemporary family theory. Cheal takes a broad comparitive 
approach to the theories analysed, using empirical examples from North America, Europe, and 
Australia, and examining how old and new approaches interact with one another. He argues that it 
is possible to make sense of a contemporary family theory by analysing its divisions as the result of 
different experiences of modernity. These experiences lie along three axes: first, the opposition between 
social modernism and its anti-modernist critics; second, the ideological effects of contraditions within 
modernity itself, and third, the emerging differene between modernist idealism and post-modernist 
scepticism. Another major theme of the book is the profound impact of feminism on contemporary 



family studies, and how this has been the catalyst for so much rethinking of the subject in recent years. 
By comparing a wide range of theories in this way and providing a conceptual framework to explain 
and encourage theoretical pluralism, David Cheal has produced a major new work for students and 
researchers of family sociology and social theory worldwide.

Family and the State of Theory

The life and nature of the Church are better understood in terms of a self-identity that relies on the 
language and cultural framework of the stakeholders. Since theological reflections do not take place 
in a vacuum, the socio-cultural context gains importance. The question is: How much culture can the 
Church, as a whole, accommodate without losing its universal character? With a focus on the West 
African country of Ghana, this book analyzes the potential trade-offs and conflicts between the Church 
and culture in a pluri-religious and multi-cultural society. Further, it shows the dangers of exclusion 
within the Church and offers possible solutions. (Series: Studien zur systematischen Theologie und 
Ethik - Vol. 64)

The Understanding of Family in Ghana as a Challenge for a Contextual Ecclesiology

This informative and up-to-date text takes a multidisciplinary approach in examining contemporary 
China. It provides students with a comprehensive analysis of a number of the social, political and 
economic problems that China faces as it enters the twenty-first century. The chapters cover key 
issues including:critical developments in Chinese politicsuneven economic developmentprivatization 
in Chinaenvironmental problemsdemography and food productionethnic minoritiescross-strait relation-
ssocio-cultural issues.

Critical Issues in Contemporary China

Our changing cultural environment and societal attitudes are subtly but unmistakably altering the 
personality development of the individual and the functioning of the family. The increasing complexity 
of the emotional and social problems of their clients is requiring social workers to understand and meet 
the needs of the entire family group as well as of its individual members. Two nationally known experts 
in the field have collaborated in writing the first comprehensive work to deal with this new trend in 
social work. The authors' many years of experience in practice, teaching, and observation throughout 
the field are reflected in this lucid and systematic book, which introduces the reader to what is known 
about normal and deviant behavior in the context of family life, how families can be helped to lead 
normal lives, and how disrupted family structures can be rebuilt. In addition, the practitioner will find 
in this pioneering volume important new diagnostic insights and valuable guidelines for his work. The 
case material used throughout the book, in brief form, for illustrative purposes, is drawn from various 
social welfare agencies. In general, the cases were chosen because each has applicability to the work 
of different kinds of social agencies. Selected reading suggestions have been compiled with respect to 
each section for the reader interested in enlarging his knowledge about human behavior, our society, 
and the giving of help to troubled families and individuals. These reading suggestions include not only 
relevant nonfiction, but also fiction-old and new-that offers valuable insights into certain behaviors and 
circumstances of troubled individuals and families. Of immediate usefulness as a text in all courses in 
social work and sociology dealing with the family, this book will prove equally valuable to social workers 
in voluntary agencies as well as to those in public social agencies at local, state, and national levels, 
to teachers, and

Family Social Welfare

This title was first published in 2000: Both the world of work and the sphere of family life are "greedy\

Walking a Tightrope

Seminar paper from the year 2014 in the subject Sociology - Basics and General, grade: 1,3, 
Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Nuremberg, language: English, abstract: The family life form 
- as can be observed again and again in the media, but also in the closer or more distant social 
environment - currently no longer necessarily consists of a natural father, a natural mother and a child 
or several children. This traditional form of family is nowadays partly replaced by other family forms. 
As a result, some children grow up with only one parent due to divorce and separation, for example, 
or are confronted with a new (marriage) partner of the mother or a new (marriage) partner of the 



father and possibly also with new siblings in their cohabitation. Single-parent families as well as step- 
and patchwork families have not been uncommon in our society for several years. All in all, since the 
mid-1960s, there has been a change in the family, which - to put it bluntly - has led to a crisis of the 
normal family. This is reflected in particular in a pluralization of family forms of life. But how does the 
change of the family affect the smallest members of our society and what effects does it have on the 
socialization process of children? And what new socialization problems arise as a result? Facing this 
question is so important because the family is the primary instance of socialization for children.

The Family as the Primary Instance of Socialization

First published in 1962, this seminal work is an introduction to sociology in a world context, and a 
sophisticated guide to the major themes, problems and controversies in contemporary sociology. The 
book remains unique in its organisation and presentation of sociological ideas and problems, in it s 
lack of insularity (its wide coverage of diverse types of society and of sociological thought from various 
cultural traditions), and in its systematic connection of sociology with the broad themes of modern 
social and political thought.

Today's Modern Family Issues Workbook

Revised edition of a text for advanced undergraduate and graduate students preparing for teaching, 
social work, other human-service professions, health professions, and mental health professions. It 
acquaints students with parenting in three major areas: concepts, challenges, and changes; diverse fa

Sociology (Routledge Revivals)

After an academic career of 35 years, most of which as ordinary professor, Prof. Dr. Wilfried Dumon 
became professor emeritus at the end of September 1998. Together with a few others, he was present 
at the cradle of Leuven sociology in the middle of the 1960s. He participated in the construction of 
the necessary administrative, logistic, and academic structures as well as in the establishment of 
the research and educational domains in which Leuven sociology would specialize. Very soon there 
developed a unique sociological prespective that is known as the Leuven triangle: the integration 
of sociological theory, methodology, and social policy. Within this framework, the name of Wilfried 
Dumon is inextricably bound up with the sociology of the family, or more broadly, with the family 
sciences.Without doubt, he was the standard bearer of Flemish family sociology. Hundreds of students 
profited from his unusual - others would use much more colorful adjectives - form of teaching, in both 
form and content. He was directly or indirectly responsible for virtually all the courses in Leuven family 
sociology, also outside of his own Faculty. And those whose licentiate or doctoral thesis dealt with a 
theme that was in any way related to subjects like marriage, the family, or sexuality, were invariably 
confronted with his critical analysis and unique vocabulary. Wilfried Dumon also took on many policy 
positions such as editorial secretary or editor-in-chief of journals, director or manager of all sorts of 
institutions, and member, director or chairman of several commissions and associations. And all of this 
both nationally and internationally. Indeed, Wilfried Dumon had and has an extensive and tightly knit 
network of warm academic contacts the world over.On the occasion of his retirement, a liber amicorum 
has been compiled. With this initiative, the Faculty of Social Sciences, the Department of Sociology, 
and the Section for the Sociology of the Family, the Population and Health Care wish to express deep 
appreciation and gratitude for an inspirer and standard bearer. More than 20 scholars wish to give an 
international salute to a highly valued colleague.

Parenting in Contemporary Society

The rights and obligations of parenthood are central to most people's lives. Yet their form and substance 
are caught up in the great demographic, social and economic changes of the late twentieth century. 
In this book, specialists from 22 countries examine fundamental issues confronting parenthood: these 
include social and biological conceptions of parenthood; the legal and moral obligations of parenthood; 
the legal and scientific establishment of parentage; rights to parenthood, including inter-country 
adoption; the effects on parent--child relationships of family change; the role of the state in family life; 
the position of minorities; and children's rights. They are viewed within a global context, and integrated 
in a commentary which looks forward to the future evolution of the law.

The Family



In The Work-Family Challenge contributors from the United Kingdom, Europe and the United States 
explore the possibilities of challenging traditional employment structures to take account of contem-
porary work and family realities. They take a critical look at the notion of `family-friendly2 employment, 
and explore ways in which the rapidly changing needs of both organizations and the workforce can 
be met. The volume argues that real progress requires moving the focus from specific policies and 
practices towards more systemic organizational change. It examines the contexts and opportunities - 
global, international, national, sociopolitical, legal and economic - for this change. The book concludes 
that positive solutions are attainable but will require a rethinking of employment, with constructive 
partnerships at many different levels, and with work and family as a core strategic business issue.

Parenthood in Modern Society

"Many argue that the modern family is an anachronistic institution whose demise is only a question of 
time. Looking to the family's future, the eminent sociologist Brigitte Berger argues that despite being 
weakened and embattled, the family will survive as a fundamental social institution. The family has 
been the cradle of the modern social order for some three hundred years, and will remain the basis 
for any society concerned with happiness, liberty, equality, and prosperity for all its members. Rather 
than being condemned to the dust heap of history, or becoming a simple lifestyle choice, the modern 
family has a number of enduring strengths that will ensure its survival. In The Family in the Modern 
Age, Berger focuses on four major areas of concern. First, she demonstrates that the short shrift given 
to the institutional dimension of the family misrepresents the importance and the role of the family 
today. Second, she documents the close cognitive fit between core elements of the modern family 
and the stability of modern society, and argues that any society that ignores this connection does 
so at its own peril. Third, Berger investigates the degree to which currently identified problems may 
endanger the modern family's vital individual and social functions. And finally, she develops reasonable 
projections of the future of the family that will be core elements contributing to the creation of a politically 
democratic and economically prosperous world. Berger takes a long-range view of ""the career"" of the 
conventional family in the twentieth century. Her perspective is distinctly different from that widespread 
in scholarly literature today. She takes account of recent demographic shifts in behavior relating to 
sexuality, marriage, family structure and values, relationships, and family functions. Berger considers 
hotly contested contemporary issues relating to the family-gay marriage, divorce, abortion, women and 
work, issues of child-care, among others. Bu"

The Work-Family Challenge

Publisher Description

The Family in the Modern Age

Families are the cornerstone of Chinese society, whether in mainland China, in Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
Macao, Singapore, Malaysia, or in the Chinese diaspora the world over. Handbook of the Chinese 
Family provides an overview of economics, politics, race, ethnicity, and culture within and external 
to the Chinese family as a social institution. While simultaneously evaluating its own methodological 
tools, this book will set current knowledge in the context of what has been previously studied as well as 
future research directions. It will examine inter-family relationships and politics as well as childrearing, 
education, and family economics to provide a rounded and in-depth view.

Unequal Childhoods

The Wiley-Blackwell Handbook of Couples and Family Relationships presents original articles from 
leading experts that link research, policy, and practice together to reflect the most current knowledge 
of contemporary relationships. Offers interesting new perspectives on a range of relationship issues 
facing twenty-first century Western society Helps those who work with couples and families facing 
with relationship issues Includes practical suggestions for dealing with relationship problems Explores 
diverse issues, including family structure versus functioning; attachment theory; divorce and family 
breakdown; communication and conflict; self regulation, partner regulation, and behavior change; 
care-giving and parenting; relationship education; and therapy and policy implications

International Handbook of Chinese Families



This updated edition of the classic book Black Families at the Crossroads, offers a comprehensive 
examination of the diverse and complex issues surrounding Black families. Leanor Boulin Johnson and 
Robert Staples combine more than sixty years of writing and research on Black families to offer insights 
into the pre-slavery development of the Black middle class, internal processes that affect all class strata 
among Black American families, the impact of race on modern Black immigrant families, the interaction 
of external forces and internal norms at each stage of the Black family life cycle, and public policies 
that provide challenges and promising prospects for the continuing resilience of the Black family as an 
American institution. This thoroughly revised edition features new research, including empirical studies 
and theoretical applications, and a review of significant social polices and economic changes in the 
past decade and their impact on Black families.

The Wiley-Blackwell Handbook of Couples and Family Relationships

There is now a paperback edition of Families and Religions. American families and religions are facing 
a challenge -- the challenge of adapting to a rapidly changing society with a self-oriented culture. 
The contributors examine a spectrum of responses to changing social norms, and assess the role 
that religion plays in modern family life. They seek to interpret the problems faced by one of our 
most basic social institutions through a variety of perspectives. `The macroperspective and editorial 
unity are everywhere evident, but readers will also appreciate many individual articles...Definitely 
recommended.' -- Choice, April 1984 `...taken together...the essays represent a good

Black Families at the Crossroads

Families and Religions
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