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Navigating the profound pain of grieving the death of a friend can be incredibly challenging. This 
resource offers empathetic guidance and practical strategies for coping with friend loss, understanding 
the unique aspects of bereavement after losing a friend, and finding essential support for grieving 
friends on your journey toward healing after a friend dies.
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Grieving the Death of a Friend

A thoughtful guide to getting through the loss of a friend.

When a Friend Dies

Updated third edition offers sensitive advice and genuine understanding for teens coping with grief and 
loss. The death of a friend is a wrenching event for anyone at any age and can spark feelings that 
range from sadness to guilt to anxiety. Teenagers especially need help coping with grief and loss. This 
sensitive book answers questions grieving teens often have, like “How should I be acting?” “How long 
will this last?” and “What if I can’t handle my grief on my own?” The book also addresses the complicated 
emotions that can accompany the death of an acquaintance, as opposed to a close friend. The advice 
is gentle, non-preachy, and compassionate; recommended for parents and teachers of teens who have 
experienced a painful loss. This updated edition of a classic resource includes new quotes from teens 
as well as insights into losing a friend or an acquaintance in a school shooting or through other violence. 
The book also features updated resources and recommended reading, including information on suicide 
hotlines and other support for anyone in crisis.

Frequently Asked Questions About When a Friend Dies

Discusses the grief process, ways to cope with grief, and the emotions of dealing with a friend's death.

Friend Grief and Anger

"It's not like they're family." Sound familiar? If you're grieving the death of a friend, you've probably heard 
that from people who just don't get it. And if it made you angry, well, you're not alone. In the first of a 
series of books on grieving the death of a friend "Friend Grief and Anger; When Your Friend Dies and 
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No One Gives A Damn," you'll meet people who also struggled with anger after their friend died. And 
they'll help you answer the question: "Okay, I'm angry: now what?"

When a Friend Dies

When watching a friend or loved one grieve a loss, you certainly want to help. But how, exactly; can you 
help? In what manner? With which tasks? In A Good Friend for Bad Times, grief counselors Deborah 
Bowen and Susan Strickler offer advice and concrete suggestions for helping a friend throughout the 
grief experience. A remarkably practical resource, this book first grounds you with an understanding 
of normal responses to grief, then offers insight for expressing sympathy and emotional support. In 
subsequent chapters, the authors give specific suggestions for both "what to do" and "what not to do" 
when providing assistance all through your friend's grief journey -- when anticipating a loved one's 
death, immediately after that death, and in the months and years beyond. In addition, this book relates 
how you can be supportive when the death involved particular circumstances, such as Alzheimer's 
disease, cancer, AIDS, suicide, or the death of a child. Special chapters advise how to comfort a friend 
whose loved one died in a catastrophic event; how to acknowledge your friend's grief on holidays, 
birthdays, and anniversaries; and how to reassure and console young children. In short, this hands-on 
guidebook will help you act on your impulse to be a good friend in bad times. Book jacket.

A Good Friend for Bad Times

Grief. The acute pain of loss. A welcome and necessary but often truly difficult challenge for persons 
of faith is responding to grieving others. Stripped to the moment of encounter with someone who is 
grieving, the questions are pressing ones. What can I say? What should I not say? Is there anything 
I can do? What are some of the things I can do? Instead of placing the burden of the answers on a 
grieving friend or family member, this book provides specific things to say and things to do for those 
who grieve. It is a book that emerged from real life. Almost every page reveals the persistent and deep 
thought that Martin has given to grieving others. As such, it is a life-affirming book of hope and action. 
It fulfills its goal of providing ways for readers to know “what to say and do when their loss challenges 
your faith.” As a life-affirming book, it is also a faith-affirming book.

Notes To Grieving Friends

A compassionate resource for friends, parents, relatives, teachers, volunteers, and caregivers, this 
series offers suggestions to help the grieving cope with the loss of a loved one. Often people do not 
know what to say—or what not to say—to someone they know who is mourning; this series teaches 
that the most important thing a person can do is listen, have compassion, be there for support, and do 
something helpful. This volume provides the fundamental principles of being a true companion, from 
committing to contact the friend regularly to being mindful of the anniversary of the death. Included 
in each book are tested, sensitive ideas for “carpe diem” actions that people can take right this 
minute—while still remaining supportive and honoring the mourner’s loss.

Healing a Friend's Grieving Heart

Many of us will grieve the death of a friend. Yet, this particular kind of grief is not recognized as often as 
that experienced when a spouse, child, or parent dies. Grief counselor and speaker Harold Ivan Smith 
has worked with "friend grief" both professionally and personally. In this short volume, he offers comfort 
and encouragement to those who have lost a friend by validating their grief, urging them to give their 
grief a voice, and remembering their friend.

When Your Friend Dies

Modern medical technology has changed not only the way we live but also the way we die. Until two 
generations ago, people usually died suddenly, after an accident or serious illness. Now, most of us 
will live with chronic conditions, and our dying will usually take longer, require more care, and demand 
more planning than ever before. Handbook for Mortals is warmly addressed to all those who wish to 
approach the final years of life with greater awareness of what to expect and greater confidence about 
how to make the end of their lives a time of growth, comfort, and meaningful reflection. Written by 
Dr. Joanne Lynn and a team of experts, this book provides equal measures of practical information 
and wise counsel. Readers will learn what decisions they will need to face, what choices are available 
to them, where to look for help, how to ease pain and other symptoms, what to expect with specific 



diseases, how the health-care system operates, and how the entire experience affects dying persons, 
their families, and their friends. Such practical information is indispensable. But equally important are 
the personal stories included here of how people have come to terms with serious illness and dying, 
how they have faced their fears and made their choices. These give us moving firsthand insights into a 
profoundly important process, one that is often kept hidden in our culture. From down-to-earth advice 
on how to talk to your doctor to inspiring quotes from such writers as Emily Dickinson, W. H. Auden, 
Jane Kenyon, and others, Handbook for Mortals addresses the needs of both the body and the spirit 
in our final years.

When a Friend Dies

A compassionate resource for friends, parents, relatives, teachers, volunteers, and caregivers, this 
series offers suggestions to help the grieving cope with the loss of a loved one. Often people do not 
know what to say—or what not to say—to someone they know who is mourning; this series teaches 
that the most important thing a person can do is listen, have compassion, be there for support, and do 
something helpful. This volume provides the fundamental principles of being a true companion, from 
committing to contact the friend regularly to being mindful of the anniversary of the death. Included 
in each book are tested, sensitive ideas for “carpe diem” actions that people can take right this 
minute—while still remaining supportive and honoring the mourner’s loss.

Handbook for Mortals

A grief journal to support anyone in their grieving process. Use this notebook writing down all your 
thoughts and support the process of healing. This grief journal can be used for: writing down nice 
memories you want to remember, things you wanted to say and feelings you want to express. This 
"6x9" 121 pages grief notebook allows you to devote one book for writings about your friend instead 
of a generic journal. Write down your memories and thoughts anywhere you are. - Lined Paper - 6x9 
Notebook For Hardgainer - 121 Page Count - Paperback Cover

Healing a Friend's Grieving Heart

On a beautiful September day Jude hurries to be with her best friend, Lexy, who is dying of cancer and 
has very little time left. That last week of her friend's life will be highly emotional, but also quite surprising. 
Jude is not prepared for the life review she will experience, as she writes letters to her friend's young 
children. It has been five years since her own tragic loss, and she has worked hard to put it behind 
her. She now dreads losing Lexy. Yet, the courage, acceptance, and peace that Lexy shows facing her 
death will change her friend, forever. Sail Away My Friend is a poignant story of two friends supporting 
each other through life and death. It's a "must read" for anyone who has ever lost someone they love. 
My friend, You helped me stand when I thought I could not. You helped me see when I was blinded. 
You made me laugh when I would have cried. You showed me life when All I could see was death. You 
gave me hope when I could find none. You made me proud to call you friend.

Dear Friend

It's been likened to a plague, but AIDS was never just a health crisis. The second of a series on 
grieving the death of a friend, Grief and AIDS: Thirty Years of Burying Our Friends, revisits a time when 
people with AIDS were also victims of bigotry and discrimination. In stories about Ryan White, ACT 
UP, the Names Project, red ribbons and more, you'll learn why friends made all the difference: not just 
caregiving or memorializing, but changing the way society confronts the medical establishment and 
government to demand action.

Sail Away My Friend

Readers discover that the death of a friend or a loved one can sometimes lead to a new kind of growth. 
They learn how they can cope, what to expect, how to grieve, and how to re-enter the world with 
new insight. Among the topics covered are what happens after death, the importance of a funeral 
or memorial service, preparation for the service, going back to school after a loved one dies, the 
typical signs of grief for teens, understanding emotions, new responsibilities, various kinds of deaths 
(grandparent, parent, sibling, friend, accident, suicide, military, etc.), how they can help themselves 
during the healing process, and cyber grieving and how the Internet can help keep the memory of a 
loved one alive.

Friend Grief and AIDS



Missing Your Friend - Grief Journal After losing a loved one we are often left with feelings of things left 
unsaid. This grief journal its the perfect opportunity and remind that it is never too late to say 'Goodbye' to 
your friend. This grieving journal will help you to keep your memories and thoughts because friend love 
doesn't diminish with time when it is kept alive in your heart and forever remembered. 121 pages that 
will help you overcome the loss of your friend. Beautifully designed pages with the message "Forever 
in my heart" at the bottom of each page. Dedicated front page to be personalized with a message or 
owner's name. A dedicated page to add your friend's picture or pictures. Lined page paper to write 
down your daily thoughts. Perfect 6" by 9" size for easy keeping so you can write whenever you want. 
Adequate for kids (age 7+), teens or adults. One-click today and start healing your heart!

When a Friend or Loved One Dies

'To support the bereaved, we need to get to grips with death.' Talking about death and grief has become 
something of a modern taboo. Most of us would rather avoid the subject altogether because it makes us 
feel anxious or awkward. When Annie Broadbent's mum died, one of the hardest parts of her experience 
was seeing her friends and extended family paralysed by their fear of saying or doing the wrong thing. 
Frustrated and saddened by her own experience, in this thoughtful book Annie presents sixteen stories 
which build a much needed bridge between the bereaved and the rest of us. Combined with expert 
advice, Speaking of Death is a collection of real life experiences of grief. The stories help you build 
your own relationship with death and provide support for supporters of the bereaved. If you've never 
known what to say to a grieving person, you will after this book. 'Annie offers a compassionate and 
caring approach to supporting someone through grief, developed through her own experience and the 
use of expert advice . . . this book will be a helpful tool for everyone' Shelley Gilbert, CEO of Grief 
Encounter 'Wonderfully moving, relevant and important' Kate Timperley, Maggie's This book was first 
published as We Need to Talk About Grief.

Dear Friend I Just Want to Say

This unique workbook is a comprehensive compilation of therapeutic activities developed to address 
the needs and issues of children and adolescents following the death of a brother or sister. The 
workbook is organized into distinct topic-specific sections relating to sibling hospitalisation, illness, 
injury, and death. Games, creative writing, and drawing exercises offer opportunities to share feelings 
and relay experiences in a non-threatening format.. Letters from a Friend may be used by children or 
teens independently to create a personal journal of their bereavement and coping processes as well 
as a chronicle of their lives as surviving siblings.

Speaking of Death

If you have recently lost your friend, first: our condolences, we understand the feelings of loss. 
Therapeutic writing " Letter" This Letter allows you after losing your friend to express yourself freely 
and safely, keep all your various heart feels and thoughts organized in one easy to find a spot, It also 
provides you with the tools to explore within so that you can build your inner strength again, this type 
of writing is the most therapeutic as you have the opportunity to speak out from the heart about what 
you want to express. It can be especially helpful when the letter touches a sensitive issue. This journal 
includes: The actual letter: (here is part of the letter) Dear friend, I want to Say - without you is... - 
Since you've been gone, I find it difficult to... - If you were here now... - My favorite thing we used to do 
together... - Ten words that best describe you... - If I could be like you in any way, I would adopt their... - 
This quote reminds me of you... - Ten Things I've learned about myself since you passed away... - In the 
last days, I have been feeling a lot of... Note: There are more pages that contain the rest of the letter, 
this list is just for illustration, it is incomplete. - write out what you want to say to your friend, how you 
felt. - write down all the things you wish about will be. - writing out the plans you wish and dream to be 
doing with your friend. - write out the time you feel down or depressed for you to describe your struggles 
and heart hurts with the loss of your friend. and much more! Also, Grief Journal includes: The poetry: 
every time, you have a lot of space to write a poem about your friend, there is also a poem written 
that you can draw inspiration from. My Favourite memories with my friend: Use this place to write out 
your favorites memories with your friend. Things that will always remind me of my friend: this section is 
dedicated to putting or writing all the beautiful things that will make you remember your friend always 
{Images - Songs - Food - Quotes - Jokes - And More}. At last, whether you've just lost your friend, or 
it's been some years, hopefully, some of the changes are eventual decreases in the intensity of painful 
feelings and longing and decreases in the length of time grief and feel overwhelming. everyone grieves 



differently and within their own timeframe, the low times aren't as low and don't last as long, As time 
passes and we grow, we can also have new questions and insights about our losses which change 
the grief we experience, just let your heart and mind heal from this traumatic experience, never judge 
yourself in the healing process. Listen to your heart and write down everything you feel, whenever 
needed just write again freely.

Letters from a Friend

The authors explain how Kubler-Rosss famous "Five Stages of Dying" apply directly to mourners 
themselves. In this, her final book, completed shortly before her death, the authors own experiences 
and spiritual insight explain how the grief process helps survivors live with loss.

Good-bye My Friend

When Betsy learns about the death of a friend, her parents and kindergarten teacher answer questions 
about dying, funerals, and the burial process.

Dear Friend, I Want to Say... : Memory Book for Grieving and Healing After the Loss of a Friend, 
Remembrance Journal and Therapeutic Writing for Dealing with Grief That Comes with the Death of 
a Friend

A grief journal to support anyone in their grieving process. Use this notebook writing down all your 
thoughts and support the process of healing. This grief journal can be used for: writing down nice 
memories you want to remember, things you wanted to say and feelings you want to express. This 
"6x9" 121 pages grief notebook allows you to devote one book for writings about your Friend instead 
of a generic journal. Write down your memories and thoughts anywhere you are. - Lined Paper - 6x9 
Notebook For Anyone Who Lost Friend - 121 Page Count - Paperback Cover

On Grief and Grieving

This short book of poems will resonate with anyone who has recently lost a loved one. This book can 
inspire those who are grieving to express their own emotions in creative writing or simply be an outlet 
to help vent emotions for those who are not of the writing bent. Poems resonate with the young, old, 
and everyone in between, making this the perfect book to give as a gift to anyone who is grieving.

I Had a Friend Named Peter

A grief journal to support anyone in their grieving process. Use this notebook writing down all your 
thoughts and support the process of healing. This grief journal can be used for: writing down nice 
memories you want to remember, things you wanted to say and feelings you want to express. This 
"6x9" 121 pages grief notebook allows you to devote one book for writings about your Friend instead 
of a generic journal. Write down your memories and thoughts anywhere you are. - Lined Paper - 6x9 
Notebook For Anyone Who Lost Friend - 121 Page Count - Paperback Cover

Don't Let Them Tell You How to Grieve

I force my mouth to form a smile, but it is hard to look people in the eyes. I hear my dads voice 
whispering, Eye contact, Anna. But making eye contact means seeing and being seen. I try to avoid it. 
My head is nodding while my heart screams in disagreement with what is being said, NO HE IS NOT 
IN A BETTER PLACE. THIS IS WHERE HE IS SUPPOSED TO BE. THERE IS NO BETTER PLACE 
THAN RIGHT HERE. WITH US. With extraordinary honesty, Anna Hodges Oginsky shares how she 
experienced grief after the sudden death of her father. My New Friend, Grief: Reflections on Loss and 
Life tells the story of how Oginskys previous life experience shaped her understanding of death and 
loss. As she sifted through the broken pieces of her heart, she discovered that befriending grief would 
allow her to move through life in richer, more meaningful ways. My New Friend Grief brings to light the 
feelings and fears many of us face in grief, but hesitate to explore. As Oginsky reveals her personal 
insights into loss and life, we find a friend who affirms for us that, as we too grieve, we are not alone.

Dear Friend



"My Friend, I Care addresses the normalcy of grieving while offering suggestions for moving forward 
into living. It is often used as a sympathy card. It offers an expression of caring while giving support 
and guidance"--Publisher description.

My Best Friend Died

This series aims to help children understand and manage the facts and feelings surrounding bereave-
ment in a sensitive, open, and accessible way. It acknowledges that death and grieving are natural and 
part of life. It also looks at the different responses that bereaved children experience -- from anger and 
fear, to guilt and confusion.

Dear Friend

Half of all men and one-third of all women in the United States will develop cancer during their lifetimes, 
according to the American Cancer Society, and on top of the pain and struggle that patients have to 
face, a cancer diagnosis can also profoundly affect the lives of their loved ones. Friends and family 
members who may not know what to do, what to say, or how to help an individual diagnosed with cancer 
will find guidance and comfort in this book that helps them understand the normal and natural grief their 
loved one is experiencing. The basic process of grief and mourning is explained, and suggestions are 
provided for things readers can do to help their friend or family member not only survive, but thrive. 
Regardless of the type or stage of cancer, the treatment plan, or the prognosis, this compassionate 
guide will help readers be good companions throughout the journey that is cancer.

My New Friend, Grief

Callaway, whose 10-year-old daughter died in a car accident, draws on her ownexperience and the 
stories of people she interviewed to offer this guide thataddresses the most comforting ways to help 
others dealing with grief.

My Friend, I Care

When the New York Times ran Patrick O’Malley’s story about the loss of his infant son—and how 
his inability to “move on” challenged everything he was taught as a psychotherapist—it inspired an 
unprecedented flood of gratitude from readers. What he shared was a truth that many have felt but 
rarely acknowledged by the professionals they turn to: that our grief is not a mental illness to be cured, 
but part of the abiding connection with the one we’ve lost. Illuminated by O’Malley’s own story and 
those of many clients that he’s supported, readers learn how the familiar “stages of grief” too often 
mislabel our sorrow as a disorder, press us to “get over it,” and amplify our suffering with shame 
and guilt when we do not achieve “closure” in due course. “Sadness, regret, confusion, yearning—all 
the experiences of grief—are a part of the narrative of love,” reflects O’Malley. Here, with uncommon 
sensitivity and support, he invites us to explore grief not as a process of recovery, but as the ongoing 
narrative of our relationship with the one we’ve lost—to be fully felt, told, and woven into our lives. For 
those in bereavement and anyone supporting those who are, Getting Grief Right offers an uncommonly 
empathetic guide to opening to our sorrow as the full expression of our love.

A Friend

Challenging conventional wisdom on grief, a pioneering therapist offers a new resource for those 
experiencing loss When a painful loss or life-shattering event upends your world, here is the first thing 
to know: there is nothing wrong with grief. “Grief is simply love in its most wild and painful form,” says 
Megan Devine. “It is a natural and sane response to loss.” So, why does our culture treat grief like 
a disease to be cured as quickly as possible? In It’s OK That You’re Not OK, Megan Devine offers a 
profound new approach to both the experience of grief and the way we try to help others who have 
endured tragedy. Having experienced grief from both sides—as both a therapist and as a woman who 
witnessed the accidental drowning of her beloved partner—Megan writes with deep insight about the 
unspoken truths of loss, love, and healing. She debunks the culturally prescribed goal of returning to 
a normal, “happy” life, replacing it with a far healthier middle path, one that invites us to build a life 
alongside grief rather than seeking to overcome it. In this compelling and heartful book, you’ll learn: • 
Why well-meaning advice, therapy, and spiritual wisdom so often end up making it harder for people in 
grief • How challenging the myths of grief—doing away with stages, timetables, and unrealistic ideals 
about how grief should unfold—allows us to accept grief as a mystery to be honored instead of a 



problem to solve • Practical guidance for managing stress, improving sleep, and decreasing anxiety 
without trying to “fix” your pain • How to help the people you love—with essays to teach us the best skills, 
checklists, and suggestions for supporting and comforting others through the grieving process Many 
people who have suffered a loss feel judged, dismissed, and misunderstood by a culture that wants 
to “solve” grief. Megan writes, “Grief no more needs a solution than love needs a solution.” Through 
stories, research, life tips, and creative and mindfulness-based practices, she offers a unique guide 
through an experience we all must face—in our personal lives, in the lives of those we love, and in 
the wider world. It’s OK That You’re Not OK is a book for grieving people, those who love them, and all 
those seeking to love themselves—and each other—better.

Healing a Friend or Loved One's Grieving Heart After a Cancer Diagnosis

"The Illusion of Mortality" is much, much more than a book about a woman's devastating journey 
through grief; it is a pure food for the soul. We often question why bad things happen to us and after 
reading this treat, it puts everything into perfect perspective. From Intuition and dreams, to the depth 
and scope of a father's love, this book is a manual to live by. Phyllis Walsh is not only a gifted teacher, 
author and counsellor, but takes what at times can be a heady and unrelatable subject and brings it 
right down to earth for us to ponder the innate truths of our being. Thank you Ms. Wal.

A Friend in Grief

Are you trying to cope with the death of a family member or friend? Maybe a friend of yours is grieving 
and sad and you want to help him or her. This useful book gives lots of information about how to cope 
with death and grief. Characters Ali and Annie will guide you through the issues and give you advice 
and 'top tips', while Charlie the dog shows that he understands how you might feel.

Getting Grief Right

Inspired by the website that the New York Times hailed as "redefining mourning," this book is a fresh 
and irreverent examination into navigating grief and resilience in the age of social media, offering 
comfort and community for coping with the mess of loss through candid original essays from a variety of 
voices, accompanied by gorgeous two-color illustrations and wry infographics. At a time when we mourn 
public figures and national tragedies with hashtags, where intimate posts about loss go viral and we 
receive automated birthday reminders for dead friends, it’s clear we are navigating new terrain without 
a road map. Let’s face it: most of us have always had a difficult time talking about death and sharing 
our grief. We’re awkward and uncertain; we avoid, ignore, or even deny feelings of sadness; we offer 
platitudes; we send sympathy bouquets whittled out of fruit. Enter Rebecca Soffer and Gabrielle Birkner, 
who can help us do better. Each having lost parents as young adults, they co-founded Modern Loss, 
responding to a need to change the dialogue around the messy experience of grief. Now, in this wise 
and often funny book, they offer the insights of the Modern Loss community to help us cry, laugh, grieve, 
identify, and—above all—empathize. Soffer and Birkner, along with forty guest contributors including 
Lucy Kalanithi, singer Amanda Palmer, and CNN’s Brian Stelter, reveal their own stories on a wide 
range of topics including triggers, sex, secrets, and inheritance. Accompanied by beautiful hand-drawn 
illustrations and witty "how to" cartoons, each contribution provides a unique perspective on loss as well 
as a remarkable life-affirming message. Brutally honest and inspiring, Modern Loss invites us to talk 
intimately and humorously about grief, helping us confront the humanity (and mortality) we all share. 
Beginners welcome.

It's OK That You're Not OK

Know how to help friends and relatives when they are grieving loss can be an easier task with this 
handbook on what to say. Knapp uses his experiences of loss and lessons learned as spring boards 
to help us understand.

Goodbye, Dear Friend

They're friends and coworkers, so when they die, it's not only a personal and professional loss but a 
challenge: How can you grieve and get your work done, too? In the fifth book in the Friend Grief series, 
Friend Grief in the Workplace: More Than an Empty Cubicle you'll meet people whose friends were 
coworkers, too: in a TV newsroom, a rectory, a Broadway show and on a baseball diamond. In those 



stories and more, you'll learn how they met that challenge and continue to honor the friendships that 
lasted longer than 9-5.

The Illusion of Mortality

Coping with Death and Grief
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