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Connections An Integrated Reader And Rhetoric For College Writing Esupplement is a comprehensive 
resource designed to hone essential academic writing skills. This package uniquely combines a 
robust integrated reader and rhetoric textbook with an Esupplement and the classic Jane Eyre ebook, 
providing students with rich textual connections and practical strategies for effective college-level 
writing and critical analysis.

You can use these research materials to support academic or business projects.

Thank you for visiting our website.
We are pleased to inform you that the document Connections College Writing you are 
looking for is available here.
Please feel free to download it for free and enjoy easy access.

This document is authentic and verified from the original source.
We always strive to provide reliable references for our valued visitors.
That way, you can use it without any concern about its authenticity.

We hope this document is useful for your needs.
Keep visiting our website for more helpful resources.
Thank you for your trust in our service.

This document is widely searched in online digital libraries.
You are privileged to discover it on our website.
We deliver the complete version Connections College Writing to you for free.

Connections

This is a collection of short essays by students at Brigham Young University (Provo, Utah) who push 
the boundaries of traditional literary study to explore the benefits of digital tools in academic writing. It 
is intended for all those who value literary studies and who sense the coming change in how books are 
read, discussed, and written about in the digital age. It is a collaborative project, produced by students 
of an advanced writing course at Brigham Young University taught by Gideon Burton in May and June of 
2011.The chapters deal with how electronic text formats and blogging can be effectively used to explore 
literary works, develop one's thinking publicly, and research socially. Students used literary works to 
read the emerging digital environment while simultaneously using new media to connect with audiences 
beyond the classroom.Professor Burton wrote the introduction and 3 students edited the book. The 
professor and the students in the class each wrote one of the 17 chapters, dealing with contemporary 
issues for authors, such as Authorial Online Presence, Online Identity, Information Entitlement, Social 
Technology, Changing the Learning Process, and more.

Writing about Literature in the Digital Age

Volumes in Writing Spaces: Readings on Writing offer multiple perspec- tives on a wide-range of 
topics about writing. In each chapter, authors present their unique views, insights, and strategies 
for writing by ad- dressing the undergraduate reader directly. Drawing on their own ex- periences, 
these teachers-as-writers invite students to join in the larger conversation about the craft of writing. 
Consequently, each essay func- tions as a standalone text that can easily complement other selected 
readings in writing or writing-intensive courses across the disciplines at any level.
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Writing Spaces: Readings on Writings, Vol. 2

Volumes in Writing Spaces: Readings on Writing offer multiple perspectives on a wide-range of topics 
about writing, much like the model made famous by Wendy Bishop’s “The Subject Is . . .” series. In 
each chapter, authors present their unique views, insights, and strategies for writing by addressing 
the undergraduate reader directly. Drawing on their own experiences, these teachers-as-writers invite 
students to join in the larger conversation about developing nearly every aspect of craft of writing. 
Consequently, each essay functions as a standalone text that can easily complement other selected 
readings in writing or writing-intensive courses across the disciplines at any level. Topics in Volume 1 of 
the series include academic writing, how to interpret writing assignments, motives for writing, rhetorical 
analysis, revision, invention, writing centers, argumentation, narrative, reflective writing, Wikipedia, 
patchwriting, collaboration, and genres.

Writing Spaces 1

Why We Read Fiction offers a lucid overview of the most exciting area of research in contemporary 
cognitive psychology known as "Theory of Mind" and discusses its implications for literary studies. 
It covers a broad range of fictional narratives, from Richardson s Clarissa, Dostoyevski's Crime 
and Punishment, and Austen s Pride and Prejudice to Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway, Nabokov's Lolita, and 
Hammett s The Maltese Falcon. Zunshine's surprising new interpretations of well-known literary texts 
and popular cultural representations constantly prod her readers to rethink their own interest in fictional 
narrative. Written for a general audience, this study provides a jargon-free introduction to the rapidly 
growing interdisciplinary field known as cognitive approaches to literature and culture.

Why We Read Fiction

An exploration of the possibilities of hypertext fiction as art form and entertainment

The End of Books--or Books Without End?

When you Read Like a Writer (RLW) you work to identify some of the choices the author made so that 
you can better understand how such choices might arise in your own writing. The idea is to carefully 
examine the things you read, looking at the writerly techniques in the text in order to decide if you 
might want to adopt similar (or the same) techniques in your writing. You are reading to learn about 
writing. Instead of reading for content or to better understand the ideas in the writing (which you will 
automatically do to some degree anyway), you are trying to understand how the piece of writing was 
put together by the author and what you can learn about writing by reading a particular text. As you 
read in this way, you think about how the choices the author made and the techniques that he/she used 
are influencing your own responses as a reader. What is it about the way this text is written that makes 
you feel and respond the way you do?

How to Read Like a Writer

Part of the Hero Classics series “Women have served all these centuries as looking glasses possessing 
the magic and delicious power of reflecting the figure of man at twice its natural size.” Based on two talks 
given by the author, and first published in September 1929, Virginia Woolf's seminal essay revolves 
around the central claim that a woman must have money and a room of her own if she is to write 
fiction. Outlining the importance of education and financial independence, Woolf draws up a history 
of women writers and demonstrates how they had to operate as outsiders in a society that sought to 
exclude them. The Hero Classics series: Meditations The Prophet A Room of One’s Own Incidents in 
the Life of a Slave Girl The Art of War The Life of Charlotte Bronte The Republic The Prince Narrative 
of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave

A Room of One's Own (Hero Classics)

Following his profoundly influential study, Orientalism, Edward Said now examines western culture. 
From Jane Austen to Salman Rushdie, from Yeats to media coverage of the Gulf War, Culture and 
Imperialism is a broad, fierce and wonderfully readable account of the roots of imperialism in European 
culture.

Culture and Imperialism



Presents five hundred-one critical reading questions to prepare for the SAT I and other tests and 
includes skill builders on different subject matter such as U.S. history and politics, arts and humanities, 
health and medicine, literature and music, sports, science, and social studies.

501 Critical Reading Questions

Unsurpassed as a text for upper-division and beginning graduate students, Raman Selden's classic 
text is the liveliest, most readable and most reliable guide to contemporary literary theory. Includes 
applications of theory, cross-referenced to Selden's companion volume, Practicing Theory and Reading 
Literature.

A Reader's Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory

'Richly documented and convincingly presented' -- New Society Mods and Rockers, skinheads, video 
nasties, designer drugs, bogus asylum seeks and hoodies. Every era has its own moral panics. It was 
Stanley Cohen's classic account, first published in the early 1970s and regularly revised, that brought 
the term 'moral panic' into widespread discussion. It is an outstanding investigation of the way in which 
the media and often those in a position of political power define a condition, or group, as a threat to 
societal values and interests. Fanned by screaming media headlines, Cohen brilliantly demonstrates 
how this leads to such groups being marginalised and vilified in the popular imagination, inhibiting 
rational debate about solutions to the social problems such groups represent. Furthermore, he argues 
that moral panics go even further by identifying the very fault lines of power in society. Full of sharp 
insight and analysis, Folk Devils and Moral Panics is essential reading for anyone wanting to understand 
this powerful and enduring phenomenon. Professor Stanley Cohen is Emeritus Professor of Sociology 
at the London School of Economics. He received the Sellin-Glueck Award of the American Society of 
Criminology (1985) and is on the Board of the International Council on Human Rights. He is a member 
of the British Academy.

Folk Devils and Moral Panics

Ways of Readingis a well-established core textbook that provides the reader with the tools to analyze 
and interpret the meanings of literary and non-literary texts. Six sections, split into self-contained units 
with their own activities and notes for further reading, cover: techniques and problem-solving language 
variation attributing meaning poetic uses of language narrative media texts. This third edition has been 
redesigned and updated throughout with many fresh examples and exercises, updated further reading 
suggestions and new material on electronic sources and the Internet, language and power, and drama. 
nternet, language and power, and drama.

Ways of Reading

A novel and important argument that the articulation of women’s rights was a necessary prerequisite to 
the development of a coherent and universal theory of human rights. This title was made Open Access 
by libraries from around the world through Knowledge Unlatched.

Wollstonecraft, Mill, and Women's Human Rights

Galton founded the science of Eugenics and coined the word in 1883. He investigated the families of 
great men and thought genius was hereditary.

Hereditary Genius

The contributors to Monster Theory consider beasts, demons, freaks and fiends as symbolic expres-
sions of cultural unease that pervade a society and shape its collective behavior. Through a historical 
sampling of monsters, these essays argue that our fascination for the monstrous testifies to our 
continued desire to explore difference and prohibition.

Monster Theory

The prominent cultural critic Mieke Bal defines the new discipline of 'art writing' as a fresh mode of 
criticism, which aims to 'put the art first'. Following this definition, "Site-Writing: The Architecture of Art 
Criticism" puts the sites of the critic's engagement with art first. The book puts into shape what happens 
when discussions concerning situatedness and site-specificity enter the writing of art criticism. The sites 



explored are the material, emotional, political and conceptual settings of the artwork's construction, 
exhibition and documentation, as well as those remembered, dreamed and imagined. Through five 
different spatial configurations - both psychic and architectural - "Site-Writing" explores artworks by 
artists as diverse as Jananne Al-Ani, Elina Brotherus, Nathan Coley, Tracey Emin, Christina Iglesias and 
Do-Ho Suh, aiming to adapt such psychoanalytic ways of working as free association and conjectural 
interpretation to art criticism.

Site-writing

Providing a distillation of knowledge in the various disciplines of arts education (dance, drama, music, 
literature and poetry and visual arts), this essential handbook synthesizes existing research literature, 
reflects on the past, and contributes to shaping the future of the respective and integrated disciplines of 
arts education. While research can at times seem distant from practice, the Handbook aims to maintain 
connection with the live practice of art and of education, capturing the vibrancy and best thinking in 
the field of theory and practice. The Handbook is organized into 13 sections, each focusing on a major 
area or issue in arts education research.

International Handbook of Research in Arts Education

Susan Sontag: An Annotated Bibliography catalogues the works of one of America's most prolific and 
important 20th century authors. Known for her philosophical writings on American culture, topics left 
untouched by Sontag's writings are few and far between. This volume is an exhaustive collection that 
includes her novels, essays, reviews, films and interviews. Each entry is accompanied by an annotated 
bibliography.

Susan Sontag

Alexandra has built a new life in Paris, finding the happiness she never expected with her husband 
Phillipe. Philippe values the comfort and intimacy of his second marriage. Hard to believe he'd risk it 
all. Jean-Luc is the son of Philipe's best friend. He wants Alexandra and once she is involved only one 
of them will get the blame. Paris Mon Amour charts the passion and the price of inescapable desire, 
obsessive love and devastating betrayal.

Paris Mon Amour

In their bold experimentation and bracing engagement with culture and politics, the “New Hollywood” 
films of the late 1960s and early 1970s are justly celebrated contributions to American cinematic history. 
Relatively unexplored, however, has been the profound environmental sensibility that characterized 
movies such as The Wild Bunch, Chinatown, and Nashville. This brisk and engaging study explores 
how many hallmarks of New Hollywood filmmaking, such as the increased reliance on location shooting 
and the rejection of American self-mythologizing, made the era such a vividly “grounded” cinematic 
moment. Synthesizing a range of narrative, aesthetic, and ecocritical theories, it offers a genuinely 
fresh perspective on one of the most studied periods in film history.

Transactions with the World

Lord Minto, A Memoir is a biography by John Buchan. Gilbert John (aka Lord Minto) was a British peer 
and politician who served as Governor General of Canada and as Viceroy and Governor-General of 
India during the late 19th century.

Reading at Risk

This concise and highly accessible textbook outlines the principles and techniques of storytelling. It is 
intended as a high-school and college-level introduction to the central concepts of narrative theory – 
concepts that will aid students in developing their competence not only in analysing and interpreting 
short stories and novels, but also in writing them. This textbook prioritises clarity over intricacy of 
theory, equipping its readers with the necessary tools to embark on further study of literature, literary 
theory and creative writing. Building on a ‘semiotic model of narrative,’ it is structured around the key 
elements of narratological theory, with chapters on plot, setting, characterisation, and narration, as 
well as on language and theme – elements which are underrepresented in existing textbooks on 
narrative theory. The chapter on language constitutes essential reading for those students unfamiliar 
with rhetoric, while the chapter on theme draws together significant perspectives from contemporary 



critical theory (including feminism and postcolonialism). This textbook is engaging and easily navigable, 
with key concepts highlighted and clearly explained, both in the text and in a full glossary located at 
the end of the book. Throughout the textbook the reader is aided by diagrams, images, quotes from 
prominent theorists, and instructive examples from classical and popular short stories and novels (such 
as Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, Franz Kafka’s ‘The Metamorphosis,’ J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter, 
or Dostoyevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov, amongst many others). Prose Fiction: An Introduction to the 
Semiotics of Narrative can either be incorporated as the main textbook into a wider syllabus on narrative 
theory and creative writing, or it can be used as a supplementary reference book for readers interested 
in narrative fiction. The textbook is a must-read for beginning students of narratology, especially those 
with no or limited prior experience in this area. It is of especial relevance to English and Humanities 
major students in Asia, for whom it was conceived and written.

Lord Minto, A Memoir

A Theory of Adaptation explores the continuous development of creative adaptation, and argues that 
the practice of adapting is central to the story-telling imagination. Linda Hutcheon develops a theory of 
adaptation through a range of media, from film and opera, to video games, pop music and theme parks, 
analysing the breadth, scope and creative possibilities within each. This new edition is supplemented 
by a new preface from the author, discussing both new adaptive forms/platforms and recent critical 
developments in the study of adaptation. It also features an illuminating new epilogue from Siobhan 
O’Flynn, focusing on adaptation in the context of digital media. She considers the impact of transmedia 
practices and properties on the form and practice of adaptation, as well as studying the extension of 
game narrative across media platforms, fan-based adaptation (from Twitter and Facebook to home 
movies), and the adaptation of books to digital formats. A Theory of Adaptation is the ideal guide to this 
ever evolving field of study and is essential reading for anyone interested in adaptation in the context 
of literary and media studies.

Prose Fiction: An Introduction to the Semiotics of Narrative

During the past twenty years, the worldÕs most renowned critical theoristÑthe scholar who defined 
the field of postcolonial studiesÑhas experienced a radical reorientation in her thinking. Finding the 
neat polarities of tradition and modernity, colonial and postcolonial, no longer sufficient for interpreting 
the globalized present, she turns elsewhere to make her central argument: that aesthetic education is 
the last available instrument for implementing global justice and democracy. SpivakÕs unwillingness 
to sacrifice the ethical in the name of the aesthetic, or to sacrifice the aesthetic in grappling with the 
political, makes her task formidable. As she wrestles with these fraught relationships, she rewrites 
Friedrich SchillerÕs concept of play as double bind, reading Gregory Bateson with Gramsci as she 
negotiates Immanuel Kant, while in dialogue with her teacher Paul de Man. Among the concerns Spivak 
addresses is this: Are we ready to forfeit the wealth of the worldÕs languages in the name of global 
communication? ÒEven a good globalization (the failed dream of socialism) requires the uniformity 
which the diversity of mother-tongues must challenge,Ó Spivak writes. ÒThe tower of Babel is our 
refuge.Ó In essays on theory, translation, Marxism, gender, and world literature, and on writers such 
as Assia Djebar, J. M. Coetzee, and Rabindranath Tagore, Spivak argues for the social urgency of the 
humanities and renews the case for literary studies, imprisoned in the corporate university. ÒPerhaps,Ó 
she writes, Òthe literary can still do something.Ó

A Theory of Adaptation

Exploring the related cultural forms of architecture and literature in the modern era

An Aesthetic Education in the Era of Globalization

Bringing together classic and new writings of the trailblazing feminist theorist Chandra Talpade Mo-
hanty, Feminism without Borders addresses some of the most pressing and complex issues facing 
contemporary feminism. Forging vital links between daily life and collective action and between theory 
and pedagogy, Mohanty has been at the vanguard of Third World and international feminist thought 
and activism for nearly two decades. This collection highlights the concerns running throughout her 
pioneering work: the politics of difference and solidarity, decolonizing and democratizing feminist 
practice, the crossing of borders, and the relation of feminist knowledge and scholarship to organizing 
and social movements. Mohanty offers here a sustained critique of globalization and urges a reori-
entation of transnational feminist practice toward anticapitalist struggles. Feminism without Borders 



opens with Mohanty's influential critique of western feminism ("Under Western Eyes") and closes 
with a reconsideration of that piece based on her latest thinking regarding the ways that gender 
matters in the racial, class, and national formations of globalization. In between these essays, Mohanty 
meditates on the lives of women workers at different ends of the global assembly line (in India, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States); feminist writing on experience, identity, and community; 
dominant conceptions of multiculturalism and citizenship; and the corporatization of the North American 
academy. She considers the evolution of interdisciplinary programs like Women's Studies and Race and 
Ethnic Studies; pedagogies of accommodation and dissent; and transnational women's movements 
for grassroots ecological solutions and consumer, health, and reproductive rights. Mohanty's probing 
and provocative analyses of key concepts in feminist thought—"home," "sisterhood," "experience," 
"community"—lead the way toward a feminism without borders, a feminism fully engaged with the 
realities of a transnational world.

Architecture and Modern Literature

Reproduction of the original: A Book About the Theater by Brander Matthews

Feminism without Borders

A biographical account of the life and work of Dorothea Beale, founder of the Cheltenham Ladies' 
College and a pioneer in women's education. This work has been selected by scholars as being 
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the 
"public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, 
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright 
on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be 
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the 
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and 
relevant.

A Book About the Theater

Programs in technical writing, technical communication, and/or professional communication have 
recently grown in enrollment as the demand among employers for formally prepared technical writers 
and editors has grown. In response, scholarly treatments of the subject and the teaching of technical 
writing are also burgeoning, and the body of research and theory being published in this field is many 
times larger and more accessible than it was even a decade ago. Although many theoretical and 
disciplinary perspectives can potentially inform technical communication teaching, administration, and 
curriculum development, the actual influences on the field's canonical texts have traditionally come 
from a rather limited range of disciplines. Innovative Approaches to Teaching Technical Communication 
brings together a wide range of scholars/teachers to expand the existing canon.

Dorothea Beale of Cheltenham

Said demonstrates that critical discourse has been strengthened by the writings of Derrida and Foucault 
and by influences like Marxism, structuralism, linguistics, and psychoanalysis. But, he argues, these 
forces have compelled literature to meet the requirements of a theory or system, ignoring complex 
affiliations binding the texts to the world.

Innovative Approaches to Teaching Technical Communication

An outstanding compilation of over seventy primary and secondary texts of writing from the Caribbean. 
The editors demonstrate that these singular voices have emerged out of a wealth of literary tradition 
and not a cultural void.

The World, the Text, and the Critic

In this second edition of Beginning Theory, the variety of approaches, theorists, and technical language 
is lucidly and expertly unraveled and explained, and allows readers to develop their own ideas once 
first principles have been grasped. Expanded and updated from the original edition first published in 
1995, Peter Barry has incorporated all of the recent developments in literary theory, adding two new 
chapters covering the emergent Eco-criticism and the re-emerging Narratology.



The Routledge Reader in Caribbean Literature

In The Representation of Business in English Literature, five scholars of different periods of English 
literature produce original essays on how business and businesspeople have been portrayed by 
novelists, starting in the eighteenth century and continuing to the end of the twentieth century. The 
contributors to Representation help readers understand the partiality of the various writers and, in so 
doing, explore the issue of what determines public opinion about business. Arthur Pollard (1922-2001) 
was Professor Emeritus of English at the University of Hull in Hull, East Yorkshire, England. John 
Blundell is General Director of the Institute of Economic Affairs, London. Please note: This title is 
available as an ebook for purchase on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and iTunes.

Beginning Theory

The Handbook to Literary Research is a practical guide for students embarking on postgraduate work 
in Literary Studies. It introduces and explains research techniques, methodologies and approaches to 
information resources, paying careful attention to the differences between countries and institutions, 
and providing a range of key examples. This fully updated second edition is divided into five sections 
which cover: tools of the trade – a brand new chapter outlining how to make the most of literary 
resources textual scholarship and book history – explains key concepts and variations in editing, 
publishing and bibliography issues and approaches in literary research – presents a critical overview of 
theoretical approaches essential to literary studies the dissertation – demonstrates how to approach, 
plan and write this important research exercise glossary – provides comprehensive explanations of 
key terms, and a checklist of resources. Packed with useful tips and exercises and written by scholars 
with extensive experience as teachers and researchers in the field, this volume is the ideal Handbook 
for those beginning postgraduate research in literature.

The Representation of Business in English Literature

INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER A powerful and persuasive discussion about economics, freedom, 
and the relationship between the two, from today's brightest economist. In this classic discussion, Milton 
and Rose Friedman explain how our freedom has been eroded and our affluence undermined through 
the explosion of laws, regulations, agencies, and spending in Washington. This important analysis 
reveals what has gone wrong in America in the past and what is necessary for our economic health to 
flourish.

The Handbook to Literary Research

"Impassioned and engaging." --Booklist "A heartfelt tribute to Caribbean roots music and those who 
keep it alive." --Kirkus Reviews "In 1972, Gary Himelfarb...heard reggae music for the first time and fell in 
love. He embraced the music...with a passion that he matched with a genuine curiosity about Jamaican 
culture and sincere friendships with musicians there....There is a sweetness and sincerity to the best 
parts of the book....Dread's serious case of 'reggaemylitis' gave him some remarkable experiences." 
--Publishers Weekly "The book is a tale of business, family, ethics, health, and survival...an entertaining 
read." --Washington City Paper "A gem...Real music heads will truly enjoy this book....For anyone who 
is a fan of Reggae music, this book is a must-have." --Baltimore Times "A nice read...hilarious and 
spellbinding." --Caribbean Life "Doctor Dread may just prove to be as gripping a storyteller as he was a 
record producer. In this revelatory vignette-filled offering, he bends the rules with an unorthodox literary 
style, unveiling a torrent of chronicles that are spontaneous, colorful, richly authentic and brazen. This 
is a unique work on many levels. Doctor Dread does offer new and intimate insights into the legends of 
Jamaican culture....Highly recommended." --Jamaica Gleaner "Full of heart and soul as well as photos 
from many of the author's greatest moments, it is a must for anybody interested in reggae music and its 
cast of characters or the music business in general." --Reggaeville "This book should be on the shelf 
of any serious lover of reggae...Not only is Himelfarb a great storyteller...he is also a talented writer." 
--FDRMX "An inside perspective of the reggae music phenomenon...[Dread] explains how his decision 
to form the RAS label came at a tragic but important moment in music history, as the death of Bob 
Marley in 1981 led to a market eager for the earthy sounds of reggae. Dread also relates fine portrayals 
of legends like Philip 'Fatis' Burrell, the many Marleys, Freddie McGregor, and Bunny Wailer." --Insights 
"This easily readable memoir does far more than chart the label's ebbs and flows....Delightfully candid 
and brutally honest, this is a must-read for all reggae fans." --MOJO Magazine (UK) "Hugely compelling 
page-turner....a no-nonsense tome that gives intimate portraits of Jamaican music's most colorful 
characters, and sheds light on the individual world view of Doctor Dread, with many 'twilight zone' 



incidents, lots of confliction, and a good deal of redemption too....Recommended reading for all reggae 
fans." --Riddim Magazine (Germany) "Absolutely not to be missed!" --HotMC (Italy) With an introduction 
by Bunny Wailer. Doctor Dread has committed his life to producing reggae music and releasing it on his 
label, RAS Records. He has become one of the world's foremost reggae producers, and has worked 
with almost all the genre's icons: Bunny Wailer, Black Uhuru, Ziggy and Damian Marley, Gregory Isaacs, 
etc. This book, full of behind-the-scenes stories, has shocking chapters that will reveal aspects of 
reggae never before explored.

Free To Choose

A new series of bespoke, full-coverage resources developed for the 2015 A Level English qualifications. 
Endorsed for the AQA A/AS Level English Literature B specifications for first teaching from 2015, this 
print Student Book is suitable for all abilities, providing stretch opportunities for the more able and 
additional scaffolding for those who need it. Helping bridge the gap between GCSE and A Level, the 
unique three-part structure focuses on texts within a particular time period and supports students in 
interpreting texts and reflecting on how writers make meaning. An enhanced digital version and free 
Teacher's Resource are also available.

The Half That's Never Been Told

Originally published in 1984, Reading the Romance challenges popular (and often demeaning) myths 
about why romantic fiction, one of publishing's most lucrative categories, captivates millions of women 
readers. Among those who have disparaged romance reading are feminists, literary critics, and 
theorists of mass culture. They claim that romances enforce the woman reader's dependence on men 
and acceptance of the repressive ideology purveyed by popular culture. Radway questions such claims, 
arguing that critical attention "must shift from the text itself, taken in isolation, to the complex social event 
of reading." She examines that event, from the complicated business of publishing and distribution to 
the individual reader's engagement with the text. Radway's provocative approach combines reader-re-
sponse criticism with anthropology and feminist psychology. Asking readers themselves to explore their 
reading motives, habits, and rewards, she conducted interviews in a midwestern town with forty-two 
romance readers whom she met through Dorothy Evans, a chain bookstore employee who has earned 
a reputation as an expert on romantic fiction. Evans defends her customers' choice of entertainment; 
reading romances, she tells Radway, is no more harmful than watching sports on television. "We read 
books so we won't cry" is the poignant explanation one woman offers for her reading habit. Indeed, 
Radway found that while the women she studied devote themselves to nurturing their families, these 
wives and mothers receive insufficient devotion or nurturance in return. In romances the women find not 
only escape from the demanding and often tiresome routines of their lives but also a hero who supplies 
the tenderness and admiring attention that they have learned not to expect. The heroines admired by 
Radway's group defy the expected stereotypes; they are strong, independent, and intelligent. That such 
characters often find themselves to be victims of male aggression and almost always resign themselves 
to accepting conventional roles in life has less to do, Radway argues, with the women readers' fantasies 
and choices than with their need to deal with a fear of masculine dominance. These romance readers 
resent not only the limited choices in their own lives but the patronizing atitude that men especially 
express toward their reading tastes. In fact, women read romances both to protest and to escape 
temporarily the narrowly defined role prescribed for them by a patriarchal culture. Paradoxically, the 
books that they read make conventional roles for women seem desirable. It is this complex relationship 
between culture, text, and woman reader that Radway urges feminists to address. Romance readers, 
she argues, should be encouraged to deliver their protests in the arena of actual social relations rather 
than to act them out in the solitude of the imagination. In a new introduction, Janice Radway places the 
book within the context of current scholarship and offers both an explanation and critique of the study's 
limitations.

A/AS Level English Literature B for AQA Student Book

Reading the Romance
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