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sex death and witchcraft a contemporary pagan festival
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Immerse yourself in a transformative contemporary pagan festival that bravely delves into the profound 
and often taboo themes of sex, death, and witchcraft. This unique spiritual gathering offers a space 
for deep exploration, learning, and connection within an inclusive community, celebrating alternative 
spirituality and personal growth.
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Sex, Death and Witchcraft

Faunalia is a controversial Pagan festival with a reputation for being wild and emotionally intense. It 
lasts five days, 80 people attend, and the two main rituals run most of the night. In the tantalisingly 
erotic Baphomet rite, participants encounter a hermaphroditic deity, enter a state of trance and dance 
naked around a bonfire. In the Underworld rite participants role play their own death, confronting grief 
and suffering. These rituals are understood as "shadow work" - a Jungian term that refers to practices 
that creatively engage repressed or hidden aspects of the self. Sex, Death and Witchcraft is a powerful 
application of relational theory to the study of religion and contemporary culture. It analyses Faunalia's 
rituals in terms of recent innovations in the sociology of religion and religious studies that focus 
on relational etiquette, lived religion, embodiment and performance. The sensuous and emotionally 
intense ritual performances at Faunalia transform both moral orientations and self-understandings. 
Participants develop an ethical practice that is individualistic, but also relational, and aesthetically 
mediated. Extensive extracts from interviews describe the rituals in participants' own words. The book 
combines rich and evocative description of the rituals with careful analysis of the social processes that 
shape people's experiences at this controversial Pagan festival.

Wicca and the Christian Heritage

What is Wicca? Is it witchcraft, Paganism, occultism, esotericism, magic, spirituality, mysticism, nature 
religion, secrecy, gnosis, the exotic or 'other'? Wicca has been defined by and explored within all these 
contexts over the past thirty years by anthropologists, sociologists and historians, but there has been 
a tendency to sublimate and negate the role of Christianity in Wicca's historical and contemporary 
contexts. Joanne Pearson 'prowls the borderlands of Christianity' to uncover the untold history of Wicca. 
Exploring the problematic nature of the Wiccan claim of marginality, it contains a groundbreaking 
analysis of themes in Christian traditions that are inherent in the development of contemporary 
Wicca. These focus on the accusations which have been levelled against Catholisicm, heterodoxy and 
witchcraft throughout history: ritual, deviant sexuality and magic.
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The past century has born witness to a growing interest in the belief systems of ancient Europe, 
with an array of contemporary Pagan groups claiming to revive these old ways for the needs of the 
modern world. By far the largest and best known of these Paganisms has been Wicca, a new religious 
movement that can now count hundreds of thousands of adherents worldwide. Emerging from the 
occult milieu of mid twentieth-century Britain, Wicca was first presented as the survival of an ancient 
pre-Christian Witch-Cult, whose participants assembled in covens to venerate their Horned God and 
Mother Goddess, to celebrate seasonal festivities, and to cast spells by the light of the full moon. 
Spreading to North America, where it diversified under the impact of environmentalism, feminism, and 
the 1960s counter-culture, Wicca came to be presented as a Goddess-centred nature religion, in which 
form it was popularised by a number of best-selling authors and fictional television shows. Today, Wicca 
is a maturing religious movement replete with its own distinct world-view, unique culture, and internal 
divisions. This book represents the first published academic introduction to be exclusively devoted to 
this fascinating faith, exploring how this Witches' Craft developed, what its participants believe and 
practice, and what the Wiccan community actually looks like. In doing so it sweeps away widely-held 
misconceptions and offers a comprehensive overview of this religion in all of its varied forms. Drawing 
upon the work of historians, anthropologists, sociologists, and scholars of religious studies, as well as 
the writings of Wiccans themselves, it provides an original synthesis that will be invaluable for anyone 
seeking to learn about the blossoming religion of modern Pagan Witchcraft.

Contemporary Paganism

An introduction to modern Paganism and its roots and history The Pagan tradition celebrates the 
physical nature of life on earth, blending science with spiritual folklore. Considering the everyday 
world of food, health, sex, work, and leisure to be sacred, Pagans oppose that which threatens life 
such as deforestation, overdevelopment, and nuclear power and invoke ancient deities in this struggle 
for the well-being of the earth and its inhabitants. Contemporary Paganism presents a broad-based 
introduction to the main trends of contemporary Paganism, revealing the origins and practical aspects 
of Druidry, Witchcraft, Goddess Spirituality and Magic, Shamanism, and Geomancy, among others. 
Making use of both traditional history and the movement’s more imaginative sources, Harvey reveals 
how Paganism and its central focus on individual and social lives is evolving and how this “new religion” 
perceives and relates to more traditional ones. This updated and expanded new edition addresses 
recent developments among Pagans and includes a new chapter assessing continuing scholarly 
research about the religion.

Research Handbook on Interdisciplinary Approaches to Law and Religion

Following 9/11, increased attention has been given to the place of religion in the public sphere. Across 
the world, Law and Religion has developed as a sub-discipline and scholars have grappled with the 
meaning and effect of legal texts upon religion. The questions they ask, however, cannot be answered 
by reference to Law alone therefore their work has increasingly drawn upon work from other disciplines. 
This Research Handbook assists by providing introductory but provocative essays from experts on a 
range of concepts, perspectives and theories from other disciplines, which can be used to further Law 
and Religion scholarship.
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misconceptions and offers a comprehensive overview of this religion in all of its varied forms. Drawing 
upon the work of historians, anthropologists, sociologists, and scholars of religious studies, as well as 
the writings of Wiccans themselves, it provides an original synthesis that will be invaluable for anyone 
seeking to learn about the blossoming religion of modern Pagan Witchcraft.

History Of Witchcraft

"For nearly thirty years, during which it has been continuously in print, Jeffrey Russell?s 'A History of 
Witchcraft' has been the one authoritative concise illustrated history of witchcraft. Now, in collaboration 
with Brooks Alexander, who has conducted innovative researches in the field, this classic book has 
been fully revised with new chapters and illustrations" -- publisher website (June 2007).

Satanism: A Social History

For the first time, Massimo Introvigne proposes a general social history of Satanism and anti-Satanism, 
from the French Court of Louis XIV to the Satanic scares of the late 20th century, satanic themes in 
Black Metal music, the Church of Satan, and beyond.

Paganism Today

Collection of essays providing a variety of viewpoints on modern paganism, a religion based on nature 
worship and ancient indigenous traditions, looking at its main magical groups and practices.

Witch's Halloween

A Simon & Schuster eBook. Simon & Schuster has a great book for every reader.

Sociologies of Religion

Sociologies of Religion: National Traditions presents fourteen histories of the sociological study of 
religion in a diverse set of nations. The authors narrate the stories behind major personages, theoretical 
traditions, seminal works, research institutes, and professional associations.

Alternative Sociologies of Religion

Uncovers what the sociology of religion would look like had it emerged in a Confucian, Muslim, or Native 
American culture rather than in a Christian one Sociology has long used Western Christianity as a 
model for all religious life. As a result, the field has tended to highlight aspects of religion that Christians 
find important, such as religious beliefs and formal organizations, while paying less attention to other 
elements. Rather than simply criticizing such limitations, James V. Spickard imagines what the sociology 
of religion would look like had it arisen in three non-Western societies. What aspects of religion would 
scholars see more clearly if they had been raised in Confucian China? What could they learn about 
religion from Ibn Khaldun, the famed 14th century Arab scholar? What would they better understand, 
had they been born Navajo, whose traditional religion certainly does not revolve around beliefs and 
organizations? Through these thought experiments, Spickard shows how non-Western ideas under-
stand some aspects of religions—even of Western religions—better than does standard sociology. The 
volume shows how non-Western frameworks can shed new light on several different dimensions of 
religious life, including the question of who maintains religious communities, the relationships between 
religion and ethnicity as sources of social ties, and the role of embodied experience in religious rituals. 
These approaches reveal central aspects of contemporary religions that the dominant way of doing 
sociology fails to notice. Each approach also provides investigators with new theoretical resources 
to guide them deeper into their subjects. The volume makes a compelling case for adopting a global 
perspective in the social sciences.

Play Among Books

How does coding change the way we think about architecture? This question opens up an important 
research perspective. In this book, Miro Roman and his AI Alice_ch3n81 develop a playful scenario in 
which they propose coding as the new literacy of information. They convey knowledge in the form of 
a project model that links the fields of architecture and information through two interwoven narrative 
strands in an “infinite flow” of real books. Focusing on the intersection of information technology and 



architectural formulation, the authors create an evolving intellectual reflection on digital architecture 
and computer science.

Witches

REF Jordan (Encyclopedia of Gods, LJ 7/93) gives brief definitions of the terms, events, people, and 
holidays of the pagan movement, a faith based on the concept that the earth is sacred and the feminine 
is present in worship. He offers interviews with Vivienne Crowley, Olivia Durdin-Robertson, Maxine 
Sanders, and Doreen Valiente, who are extremely important to the pagan and witchcraft movements 
in Great Britain. The entries are concise, well written, informative, and balanced. While some cover the 
American pagan movement, the focus is on witchcraft and paganism in Great Britain. Even so, this is 
an important volume for American audiences because the British movements have deeply influenced 
much of American witchcraft. The photographs are spectacular. Highly recommended for collections 
that serve patrons practicing or studying alternative religions and appropriate for academic and general 
collections in public libraries. Gail Wood, SUNY Coll. at Cortland, N.Y.-

Modern Pagans

A multi-faceted view of Modern Paganism as it is practiced today. Represented are Reclaiming, 
Gardnerians, Druids, Santeria, Shamans, Goddess historians, Technopagans, activist Pagans, Radical 
Faeries, Military Paganism, ex-Catholic Pagans, Spiral Dance, EarthSpirit, Pagan piercers, Pagan 
child-raising, second-and third-generation Pagans, sacred sex, artists, musicians, orgies and more! 
The "spiritual" sequel to Modern Primitives.

Living Witchcraft

This is the only ethnography of a living community of witches in the United States. Ravenwood, based 
near Atlanta, is one of the largest American covens and has supported and encouraged this research 
through to publication. Of unprecedented importance in clearing the name of witchcraft, the leader of 
the coven is a civil rights activist, still dedicated in her wiser years to the individual's right to freedom 
of religion. A must read in women's studies, shamanism, comparative religion and American studies.

A Witches' Bible

“A great reference that explains the ins and outs of one of the oldest recognized traditions in Wicca . . . a 
marvelous find” (Hermetic Library). Everything is here in this most comprehensive and revealing work 
on the principles, rituals and beliefs of modern witchcraft, including: The Sabbats, Casting & Banishing 
the Magic Circle, The Complete Book of Shadows, The Great Rite, Initiation Rites, Consecration Rites, 
Spells, Witches’ Tools, Witchcraft & Sex, Running a Coven, Clairvoyance, and Astral Projection. A 
Witches’ Bible is part of The Paranormal, a series that resurrects rare titles, classic publications, and 
out-of-print texts, as well as publishes new supernatural and otherworldly ebooks for the digital age. 
The series includes a range of paranormal subjects from angels, fairies, and UFOs to near-death 
experiences, vampires, ghosts, and witchcraft. “A very good overview and outline of how formal covens 
work, the structure behind them and a basic framework for these Rites within Gardnerian Wicca . . . this 
book alone can help those interested in this Path in completely avoiding the mass produced, watered 
down dreck that passes for mainstream witchcraft books.” —ombre-portee.com

The SAGE Encyclopedia of the Sociology of Religion

The SAGE Encyclopedia of the Sociology of Religion takes a look at the role of religion in society; 
unpacking and evaluating the significance of religion in and on human history; and tracing and outlining 
the social forces and influences that shape religion.

The Pagan Connection

Loosely based on true events, and told from the points of view from those involved, The Pagan 
Connection is the story of Jacqueline, a woman who gives up everything to join a group of Wiccans. Not 
knowing the true nature of the coven, which is a front for a meth manufacturing operation, Jacqueline 
blindly follows the leader into the fold where she is soon initiated into the coven and eventually learns 
to cook meth. With a history of using her body to get what she wants, Jacqueline begins to work a 
plan to take over the business. With little thought to the aftermath of her actions, she single-handedly 



destroys the coven with a sex scandal no one saw coming, and with a surprising turn of events, death 
follows from a most unlikely source.

Emotions in the History of Witchcraft

Bringing together leading historians, anthropologists, and religionists, this volume examines the unbri-
dled passions of witchcraft from the Middle Ages to the present. Witchcraft is an intensely emotional 
crime, rooted in the belief that envy and spite can cause illness or even death. Witch-trials in turn are 
emotionally driven by the grief of alleged victims and by the fears of magistrates and demonologists. 
With examples ranging from Russia to New England, Germany to Cameroon, chapters cover the 
representation of emotional witches in demonology and art; the gendering of witchcraft as female envy 
or male rage; witchcraft as a form of bullying and witchcraft accusation as a form of therapy; love magic 
and demon-lovers; and the affective memorialization of the “Burning Times” among contemporary 
Pagan feminists. Wide-ranging and methodologically diverse, the book is appropriate for scholars of 
witchcraft, gender, and emotions; for graduate or undergraduate courses, and for the interested general 
reader.

Secular Societies, Spiritual Selves?

Secular Societies, Spiritual Selves? is the first volume to address the gendered intersections of religion, 
spirituality and the secular through an ethnographic approach. The book examines how ‘spirituality’ has 
emerged as a relatively ‘silent’ category with which people often signal that they are looking for a way 
to navigate between the categories of the religious and the secular, and considers how this is related 
to gendered ways of being and relating. Using a lived religion approach the contributors analyse the 
intersections between spirituality, religion and secularism in different geographical areas, ranging from 
the Netherlands, Portugal and Italy to Canada, the United States and Mexico. The chapters explore 
the spiritual experiences of women and their struggle for a more gender equal way of approaching the 
divine, as well as the experience of men and of those who challenge binary sexual identities advocating 
for a queer spirituality. This volume will be of interest to anthropologists and sociologists as well as 
scholars in other disciplines who seek to understand the role of spirituality in creating the complex 
gendered dynamics of modern societies.

Her Hidden Children

A history of wicca and neopaganism in the United States focusing on the post-WW II period.

Introduction to Pagan Studies

A text on the academic study of contemporary wicca and paganism throughout the world.

The Witch

Why have societies all across the world feared witchcraft? This book delves deeply into its context, 
beliefs, and origins in Europe's history The witch came to prominence--and often a painful death--in 
early modern Europe, yet her origins are much more geographically diverse and historically deep. In 
this landmark book, Ronald Hutton traces witchcraft from the ancient world to the early-modern stake. 
This book sets the notorious European witch trials in the widest and deepest possible perspective and 
traces the major historiographical developments of witchcraft. Hutton, a renowned expert on ancient, 
medieval, and modern paganism and witchcraft beliefs, combines Anglo-American and continental 
scholarly approaches to examine attitudes on witchcraft and the treatment of suspected witches across 
the world, including in Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, Australia, and North and South America, 
and from ancient pagan times to current interpretations. His fresh anthropological and ethnographical 
approach focuses on cultural inheritance and change while considering shamanism, folk religion, the 
range of witch trials, and how the fear of witchcraft might be eradicated.

A Popular Dictionary of Paganism

This dictionary is a glossary of terms and a reference work whose entries cover the complex phenom-
enon of contemporary Paganism. A valuable addition to the available academic literature.

Spirit Possession around the World



This book provides a fascinating historical and cultural overview of traditional beliefs about spirit 
possession and exorcism around the world, from Europe to Asia and the Middle East to the Americas. 
Possession and exorcism are elements that occur in nearly every culture. Why is belief in spiritual 
possession so universal? This accessible reference volume offers a broad sample of the traditions 
and cultures involving possession and exorcism, presenting thoughts on this widely popular topic by 
experts from the fields of anthropology, sociology, religious studies, history, neuroscience, forensics, 
and theology. The entries cover the subject of possession and exorcism across all inhabited continents, 
from the Bronze Age to the 21st century, providing information that is accessible and intriguing as well 
as scholarly and authoritative. Beyond addressing the Christian tradition of possession and exorcism, 
Pentecostalism, and "New Age" and less widely known Western concepts about possession and 
exorcism, this work examines ideas about possession and exorcism from other world religions and the 
indigenous cultures of Asia, Africa, and the Americas. It also covers historic cases of possession and 
presents biographies of famous theologians, exorcists, and possessed individuals. High school and un-
dergraduate readers will learn about world history, religious and spiritual traditions, and world cultures 
through a topic that figures prominently in popular culture and modern entertainment. Bibliographies 
that accompany each entry as well as a selected, general bibliography serve to help students locate 
print and electronic sources of additional information.

The Oxford Handbook of New Religious Movements

The study of New Religious Movements (NRMs) is one of the fastest-growing areas of religious studies, 
and since the release of the first edition of The Oxford Handbook of New Religious Movements in 
2003, the field has continued to expand and break new ground. In this all-new volume, James R. Lewis 
and Inga B. Tøllefsen bring together established and rising scholars to address an expanded range of 
topics, covering traditional religious studies topics such as "scripture," "charisma," and "ritual," while 
also applying new theoretical approaches to NRM topics. Other chapters cover understudied topics 
in the field, such as the developmental patterns of NRMs and subcultural considerations in the study 
of NRMs. The first part of this book examines NRMs from a social-scientific perspective, particularly 
that of sociology. In the second section, the primary factors that have put the study of NRMs on the 
map, controversy and conflict, are considered. The third section investigates common themes within 
the field of NRMs, while the fourth examines the approaches that religious studies researchers have 
taken to NRMs. As NRM Studies has grown, subfields such as Esotericism, New Age Studies, and 
neo-Pagan Studies have grown as distinct and individual areas of study, and the final section of the 
book investigates these emergent fields.

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Christians

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Christians details the processes through which LGBT Chris-
tians resolve the fraught tensions between their religious, sexual and gendered identities, and examines 
the associated changes to their religious practice in the pursuit of "authenticity.†? The book moves 
between richly described first-person accounts and clear theoretical analysis, contextualising the 
disucssion within contemporary theories of religion and same-sex attraction. Through careful qualitative 
research with LGBT Christians in the Australian Metropolitan Community Church (MCC), and the 
Uniting Church, Bronwyn Fielder and Douglas Ezzy show that although painful self-questioning and 
struggle is experienced by some LGBT Christians, many people ultimately find a resolution and a sense 
of peace with their sexual identity as LGBT Christians. The pursuit of authenticity is shown to be driven 
by participants' essentialist understanding of sexuality and gender, and the centrality of religiosity to 
their sense of self. Offering insight into how participants transform their relationships, emotions, beliefs, 
and ritual practices in order to make this authentic life possible, this study is an important contribution 
to the field of religion and sexuality.

Embodying Religion, Gender and Sexuality

Taking the notion of embodiment as a starting point, this volume maps the interconnecting relationships 
between religion, gender and sexuality. The chapters highlight how the body – its location, the narratives 
that surround it, its movement and negotiations – is central to understanding these multifaceted 
relationships. The contributors recognise the ways in which gender and sexuality are crucial to how we 
embody religion and encourage a more complex and nuanced understanding of embodied religion. The 
material is organised according to three central themes: (1) the relationship between the religious and 
the secular; (2) power, regulation and resistance; and (3) the symbolism of gendered bodies. Cutting 



across a range of disciplinary perspectives, Embodying Religion, Gender and Sexuality will be relevant 
to students of sociology, anthropology, gender and sexuality studies, theology and religious studies.

Religion and Sexualities

This book examines key themes and concepts pertaining to religious and sexual identities and 
expressions, mapping theoretical, methodological, and empirical dimensions. It explores the ways in 
which debates around sexuality and religion have been framed, and what research is still needed to 
expand the field as it develops. Through the deployment of contemporary research, including data from 
the authors’ own projects, Religion and Sexualities offers an encompassing account of the sociology 
of sexuality and religion, considering theoretical and methodological lenses, queer experiences, and 
how sexuality is gendered in religious contexts. This comprehensive text will act as an essential 
accompaniment to scholars and students across the social sciences and humanities, whether they 
have a general interest in the field or are embarking on their own research in this area.

Witchcraft and Paganism in Australia

Contributes to the growing literature on comparative religion and new religious movements. More 
specifically, it draws attention to a new religious movement. Using a multidisciplinary approcach, Hume 
describes the emergence of a controversial worldview which has roots in ancient ideas but whose 
ideology is rooted in the 20th century.

Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction

Examines the history and origins of witchcraft, from pre-history to the present day, considering why it 
still features so heavily in our culture

Buckland's Complete Book of Witchcraft

"This complete self-study course in modern Wicca is a treasured classic - an essential and trusted 
guide that belongs in every witch's library."---Back cover

Witches of America

Witches of America is a memoir of Alex Mar’s immersive five-year trip into the occult, as both a journalist 
and someone searching for her own faith. She explores modern Paganism—from its roots in 1950s 
England to its present-day American mecca in the San Francisco Bay Area; from a gathering of more 
than a thousand witches in the Illinois woods to the New Orleans branch of one of the world’s most 
influential magical societies—and decides to train in a coven herself. With keen intelligence and wit, 
Mar illuminates the world of witchcraft while grappling in fresh and unexpected ways with the question 
underlying every faith: Why do we choose to believe in anything at all? Whether evangelical Christian, 
Pagan priestess, or atheist, each of us craves a system of meaning to give structure to our lives. 
Sometimes we just find it in unexpected places.

Gender and transgender in Modern Paganism

This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access 
license. The Malleus is an important text and is frequently quoted by authors across a wide range of 
scholarly disciplines. Yet it also presents serious difficulties: it is difficult to understand out of context, 
and is not generally representative of late medieval learned thinking. This, the first book-length study of 
the original text in English, provides students and scholars with an introduction to this controversial work 
and to the conceptual word of its authors. Like all witch-theorists, Institoris and Sprenger constructed 
their witch out of a constellation of pre-existing popular beliefs and learned traditions. Therefore, to 
understand the Malleus, one must also understand the contemporary and subsequent debates over 
the reality and nature of witches. This book argues that although the Malleus was a highly idiosyncratic 
text, its arguments were powerfully compelling and therefore remained influential long after alternatives 
were forgotten. Consequently, although focused on a single text, this study has important implications 
for fifteenth-century witchcraft theory. This is a fascinating work on the Malleus Maleficarum and will be 
essential to students and academics of late medieval and early modern history, religion and witchcraft 
studies.

The ‘Malleus Maleficarum‘ and the construction of witchcraft



Pagan men - straight, gay, bisexual, polyamorous, plumbers, programmers, shopkeepers, writers, 
musicians, drummers - define themselves in a faith community that honours strong women in what 
many believe are women's religions.

The Pagan Man

The Meaning of Witchcraft is a non-fiction book written by Gerald Gardner. Gardner, known to many in 
the modern sense as the "Father of Wicca\

Witchcraft Today

In Pagan Theology, Michael York provides an introduction to, and expansion of, the concept of Paganism 
and provides an overview of its theological perspective and practice. He demonstrates it to be a viable 
and distinguishable spiritual perspective found today in such forms as Chinese folk religion, Shinto, 
tribal religions, and neo-Paganism in the West. While adherents of many of these traditions do not use 
the word "pagan" to describe their beliefs or practices, York contends that there is an identifiable position 
possessing characteristics and understandings in common for which the label "pagan" is appropriate. 
He outlines these characteristics and also explores paganism as a general form of religious behavior 
which may be found in other religions which are not themselves pagan. In the course of examining 
such behavior, York provides descriptions of religions in action, including Buddhism and Hinduism.

Pagan Theology

Cunningham's classic introduction to Wicca is about how to live life magically, spiritually, and wholly 
attuned with nature. It is a book of sense and common sense, not only about magick, but about 
religion and one of the most critical issues of today: how to achieve the much needed and wholesome 
relationship with our Earth. Cunningham presents Wicca as it is today: a gentle, Earth-oriented religion 
dedicated to the Goddess and God. Wicca also includes Scott Cunningham's own Book of Shadows 
and updated appendices of periodicals and occult suppliers.

Wicca
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