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Explore new frontiers in feminist political economy with this seminal collection, published by Routledge. 
Delving into crucial advances in feminist economics, it offers critical insights into gender, power, and 
economic structures. This work, potentially associated with IAFFE, pushes the boundaries of contem-
porary thought, integrating diverse perspectives and potentially leveraging modern methodologies to 
analyze economic systems, reflecting the frontiers in algorithms and their application in social sciences.

This collection represents the pinnacle of academic dedication and achievement.
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New Frontiers in Feminist Political Economy

This volume brings together the work of outstanding feminist scholars who reflect on the achievements 
of feminist political economy and the challenges it faces in the 21st century. The volume develops further 
some key areas of research in feminist political economy – understanding economies as gendered 
structures and economic crises as crises in social reproduction, as well as in finance and production; 
assessing economic policies through the lens of women’s rights; analysing global transformations in 
women’s work; making visible the unpaid economy in which care is provided for family and communities, 
and critiquing the ways in which policy makers are addressing ( or failing to address) this unpaid 
economy.

Economics and Austerity in Europe

The full impact of austerity policies across Europe is still being assessed, but it is clear that their 
gendered impacts have been consistently severe, structural and manifold. They have also been, until 
now, under-researched and under-estimated. This book brings together the research of leading feminist 
economists in the area of gender and austerity economics to perform a rigorous gender-impact analysis 
both at national and pan-European levels. The chapters not only offer thorough evidence for the 
detrimental gender-impact of austerity policies across Europe, but they also provide readers with 
concrete suggestions of alternative policies that national governments and the European Union should 
adopt. With a combination of country case studies and cross-country empirical analysis, this book 
reveals the scope and channels through which women and men have been impacted by austerity 
policies in Europe, and goes on to offer readers the opportunity to assess the feasibility and implications 
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of a feminist alternative to continued austerity. This book will be invaluable to social science students 
and researchers, as well to as policy-makers searching not just for a Plan B to continued austerity 
policies but for a Plan F – a feminist economic strategy to stimulate sustainable economic recovery.

Feminist Economics and Public Policy

Professor Ailsa McKay, who was known not only for her work as a feminist economist but also her 
influence on Scottish social and economic policy, died in 2014 at the height of her academic career 
and impact on public life. Organised around the key themes of Ailsa McKay’s work, this collection 
brings together eminent contributors to argue for the importance of making women's roles and 
needs more visible in economic and social policies. Feminist Economics and Public Policy presents a 
uniquely coherent analysis of key issues including gender mainstreaming, universal childcare provision 
and universal basic income security, in the context of today’s challenging economic and political 
environments. It draws on international perspectives to look at the economic role of women, presenting 
readers with interrelated sections on gender budgeting and work and childcare, before concluding with 
a discussion on Citizens Basic Income and how it could contribute towards a more efficient, equitable 
social security system. The theoretical, empirical and practice based contributions assembled here 
present recommendations for more effective public policy, working towards a world in which women’s 
diverse roles are recognized and fully accounted for. This book is a unique collection, which will be of 
great relevance to those studying gender and economics, as well as to researchers or policy makers.

Global Women's Work

This volume considers how women are shaping the global economic landscape through their labor, ac-
tivism, and multiple discourses about work. Bringing together an interdisciplinary group of international 
scholars, the book offers a gendered examination of work in the global economy and analyses the 
effects of the 2008 downturn on women’s labor force participation and workplace activism. The book 
addresses three key themes: exploitation versus opportunity; women’s agency within the context of 
changing economic options; and women’s negotiations and renegotiations of unpaid social reproductive 
labor. This uniquely interdisciplinary and comparative analysis will be crucial reading for anyone with 
an interest in gender and the post-crisis world.

Questioning Financial Governance from a Feminist Perspective

Questioning Financial Governance from a Feminist Perspective brings together feminist economists 
and feminist political economists from different countries located in North America and Europe to 
analyze the strategic silence about gender in fiscal and monetary policy, and financial regulation. 
This silence reflects a set of assumptions that the key instruments of financial governance are 
gender-neutral. This often masks the ways in which financial governance operates to the disadvantage 
of women and reinforces gender inequality. This book examines both the transformations in the 
governance of finance that predate the financial crisis, as well as some dimension of the crisis itself. The 
transformations increasingly involved private as well as public forms of power, along with institutions of 
state and civil society, operating at the local, national, regional and global levels. An important aspect 
of these transformations has been the creation of policy rules (often enacted in laws) that limit the 
discretion of national policy makers with respect to fiscal, monetary, and financial sector policies. These 
policy rules tend to have inscribed in them a series of biases that have gender (as well as class and 
race-based) outcomes. The biases identified by the authors in the various chapters are the deflationary 
bias, male breadwinner bias, and commodification bias, adding two new biases: risk bias and creditor 
bias. The originality of the book is that its primary focus is on macroeconomic policies (fiscal and 
monetary) and financial governance from a feminist perspective with a focus on the gross domestic 
product and its fluctuations and growth, paid employment and inflation, the budget surplus/deficit, levels 
of government expenditure and tax revenue, and supply of money. The central findings are that the key 
instruments of financial governance are gender neutral. Each chapter considers examples of financial 
governance, and how it relates to the gender order, including divisions of labour, and relations of power 
and privilege. This book is key reading for anyone studying feminist economics, and should also be of 
interest to those researching macroeconomics, political economics and women 's studies.

Frontiers in the Economics of Gender

Gender is now recognized as a fundamental organizing principle for economic as well as social life, 
and related research has grown at an unprecedented pace in the recent decades across branches of 



economics. The volume takes stock of this research, proposes novel analytical frameworks and outlines 
further research directions. It grew out of the Sum

Counting on Marilyn Waring

This edited volume maps new advances in theories and practices in feminist economics and the 
valuation of women, care and nature since Marilyn Waring’s groundbreaking critique of the system 
of national accounts, If Women Counted (1988). It features theoretical, practical and policy oriented 
contributions, empirical studies, and new conceptualizations, theorizations and problematizations of 
defining and accounting for the value of nature and unpaid household work, eco-feminism, national 
and international policy processes, gender budgeting, unpaid care and HIV/AIDS policy, activism and 
artwork, and mirrors the wide-ranging impact and resonance of Waring’s work as well as the current 
frontiers of feminist economics.

Women and Austerity

Austerity has become the new principle for public policy in Europe and the US as the financial crisis of 
2008 has been converted into a public debt crisis. However, current austerity measures risk losing past 
progress towards gender equality by undermining important employment and social welfare protections 
and putting gender equality policy onto the back burner. This volume constitutes the first attempt to 
identify how the economic crisis and the subsequent austerity policies are affecting women in Europe 
and the US, tracing the consequences for gender equality in employment and welfare systems in nine 
case studies from countries facing the most severe adjustment problems. The contributions adopt a 
common framework to analyse women in recession, which takes into account changes in women’s 
position and current austerity conditions. The findings demonstrate that in the immediate aftermath 
of the financial crisis, employment gaps between women and men declined — but due only to a 
deterioration in men’s employment position rather than any improvements for women. Tables are set 
to be turned by the austerity policies which are already having a more negative impact on demand 
for female labour and on access to services which support working mothers. Women are nevertheless 
reinforcing their commitment to paid work, even at this time of increasing demands on their unpaid 
domestic labour. Future prospects are bleak. Current policy is reinforcing the same failed mechanisms 
that caused the crisis in the first place and is stalling or even reversing the long term growth in social 
investment in support for care. This book makes the case for gender equality to be placed at the centre 
of any progressive plan for a route out of the crisis.

Feminist Economics and the World Bank

The past decade has witnessed a paradigm shift at the World Bank from a focus on structural 
adjustment to a focus on poverty reduction. As evidenced by the Bank’s 2001 report, Engendering 
Development: Through Rights, Resource and Voice, an increased attention to gender issues has been 
an important part of this process. This book brings together a range of responses from feminist econ-
omists and other social researchers on the issues raised in this report. With contributions from highly 
esteemed scholars such as Eudine Barriteau, Diane Elson, Gale Summerfield, and Zafiris Tzannatos, 
this anthology critically examines the relationships between gender, growth, development, and the 
World Bank by: developing a history of the World Bank’s perspectives on gender empirically evaluating 
the impacts of the Banks’ policies on three different regions of the world exploring the ideological 
and methodological commitments of the report from a variety of feminist and interdisciplinary social 
science perspectives enquiring into future directions for feminist economics research. Highlighting the 
importance and challenge of taking gender into account in development theory and policy, this book’s 
complex and nuanced analyses of the social relations of gender in a global context make it an important 
resource for policymakers, activists and scholars alike.

Gender and the Contours of Precarious Employment

Precarious employment presents a monumental challenge to the social, economic, and political stability 
of labour markets in industrialized societies and there is widespread consensus that its growth is con-
tributing to a series of common social inequalities, especially along the lines of gender and citizenship. 
The editors argue that these inequalities are evident at the national level across industrialized countries, 
as well as at the regional level within federal societies, such as Canada, Germany, the United States, 
and Australia and in the European Union. This book brings together contributions addressing this issue 
which include case studies exploring the size, nature, and dynamics of precarious employment in 



different industrialized countries and chapters examining conceptual and methodological challenges in 
the study of precarious employment in comparative perspective. The collection aims to yield new ways 
of understanding, conceptualizing, measuring, and responding, via public policy and other means – 
such as new forms of union organization and community organizing at multiple scales – to the forces 
driving labour market insecurity.

Feminist Economics and Public Policy

Professor Ailsa McKay, who was known not only for her work as a feminist economist but also her 
influence on Scottish social and economic policy, died in 2014 at the height of her academic career 
and impact on public life. Organised around the key themes of Ailsa McKay's work, this collection 
brings together eminent contributors to argue for the importance of making women's roles and 
needs more visible in economic and social policies. Feminist Economics and Public Policy presents a 
uniquely coherent analysis of key issues including gender mainstreaming, universal childcare provision 
and universal basic income security, in the context of today's challenging economic and political 
environments. It draws on international perspectives to look at the economic role of women, presenting 
readers with interrelated sections on gender budgeting and work and childcare, before concluding with 
a discussion on Citizens Basic Income and how it could contribute towards a more efficient, equitable 
social security system. The theoretical, empirical and practice based contributions assembled here 
present recommendations for more effective public policy, working towards a world in which women's 
diverse roles are recognized and fully accounted for. This book is a unique collection, which will be of 
great relevance to those studying gender and economics, as well as to researchers or policy makers.

Feminism, Objectivity and Economics

First published in 1995. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Economics

The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Economics presents a comprehensive overview of the con-
tributions of feminist economics to the discipline of economics and beyond. Each chapter situates 
the topic within the history of the field, reflects upon current debates, and looks forward to identify 
cutting-edge research. Consistent with feminist economics’ goal of strong objectivity, this Handbook 
compiles contributions from different traditions in feminist economics (including but not limited to Marx-
ian political economy, institutionalist economics, ecological economics and neoclassical economics) 
and from different disciplines (such as economics, philosophy and political science). The Handbook 
delineates the social provisioning methodology and highlights its insights for the development of 
feminist economics. The contributors are a diverse mix of established and rising scholars of feminist 
economics from around the globe who skilfully frame the current state and future direction of feminist 
economic scholarship. This carefully crafted volume will be an essential resource for researchers and 
instructors of feminist economics.

The Feminist Economics of Austerity

In the wake of the global financial crisis, governments in many countries have imposed widespread 
cuts in public expenditure and social rights, some of which have been so dramatic that they have 
been described as austericide . This book explores the financial crisis and the policies implemented 
in response to it in terms of the differences in the ways in which women and men have been affected 
by it, using an approach which combines feminist economics and a political economy framework. The 
book s aim is to question conventional economic theories in order to present more critical and realistic 
policy approaches. The breadth of the book s exploration of the impact of the cuts, exploring issues 
such as gender stereotyping and the sustainability of welfare systems, moves it beyond other analyses 
of gender and the crisis."

Toward a Feminist Philosophy of Economics

Feminist economists have demonstrated that interrogating hierarchies based on gender, ethnicity, 
class and nation results in an economics that is biased and more faithful to empirical evidence than 
are mainstream accounts. This rigorous and comprehensive book examines many of the central 
philosophical questions and themes in feminist economics including · History of economics · Feminist 
science studies · Identity and agency · Caring labor · Postcolonialism and postmodernism With 



contributions from such leading figures as Nancy Folbre, Julie Nelson and Sandra Harding, Toward 
a Feminist Theory of Economics looks set to become the book on feminist economics for some time to 
come and will be greatly appreciated by all those interested in gender studies, economic methodology 
and social theory.

Handbook on the International Political Economy of Gender

This Handbook brings together leading interdisciplinary scholarship on the gendered nature of the 
international political economy. Spanning a wide range of theoretical traditions and empirical foci, it 
explores the multifaceted ways in which gender relations constitute and are shaped by global politi-
co-economic processes. It further interrogates the gendered ideologies and discourses that underpin 
everyday practices from the local to the global. The chapters in this collection identify, analyse, critique 
and challenge gender-based inequalities, whilst also highlighting the intersectional nature of gendered 
oppressions in the contemporary world order.

Gender and Risk-Taking

The belief that men and women have fundamentally distinct natures, resulting in divergent preferences 
and behaviours, is widespread. Recently, economists have also engaged in the search for gender 
differences, with a number claiming to find fundamental gender differences regarding risk-taking, 
altruism, and competition. In particular, the idea that "women are more risk-averse than men" has 
become accepted as a truism. But is it true? And what are its causes and consequences? Gender 
and Risk Taking makes three contributions. First, it asks whether the belief that men and women have 
distinct risk preferences is backed up by high quality empirical evidence. The answer turns out to be 
"no." This leads to a second question: Why, then, does so much of the literature claim to find evidence 
of "difference"? This, it will be shown, can be attributed to biases arising from too-easy categorical 
thinking, widespread stereotyping, and a tendency to prefer results that are publishable and that fit 
one’s prior beliefs. Third, the book explores the economic implications of the conventional association 
of risk-taking with masculinity and risk-aversion with femininity. Not only fairness in employment, but 
also the health of the financial sector and national responses to climate change, this book argues, are 
being compromised. This volume will be eye-opening for anyone interested in gender, decision-making, 
cognition, and/or risk, especially in areas relating to employment, finance, management, or public 
policy.

Advanced Introduction to Feminist Economics

Many questions arise of an economic nature that are only partially addressed by standard economic 
analysis. These lacunae give rise to particular lines of critique in economics, including a wide-ranging 
and increasingly cogent feminist approach to reenvisioning economics. This book provides a compre-
hensive description of this intriguing new area of feminist economics. It includes discussion of what 
constitutes feminist economics and how feminist economics is different from other approaches. The 
intellectual origins of the area are explicated, and the current state of the subfield outlined. Specific 
topics covered include conflict over terminology, pedagogy, and content in the field of economics, 
measurement of the unmeasured economy, the role of caring labor in the economy, heteronormativity 
in economics, feminist approaches to economic development, multiple approaches to empiricism, 
modeling of intrahousehold relationships, consideration of the role of property rights in reifying gender 
roles, differential effects of international trade and finance by gender, and feminist approaches to public 
finance and social welfare.

Women, Work and Gender Justice in the Global Economy

This book sets out to understand the role of women in the gendered expansion of the global economy 
since the 1970s. This involves interrogating the different locations where women have worked in the 
productive paid economy as well as their less visible labour in the family and the care economy. 
Much of the public perception, particularly in the global North has centred on women’s work in the 
export processing factories of developing countries which produced consumer goods for Northern 
markets – the so called ‘nimble fingered’ women of the new international division of labour. But these 
industries only employ a fraction of the burgeoning female labour force; the majority of working women 
in the global economy are located in the so called informal economy , which includes a range of 
activities usually categorised as "self employment" rather than wage labour. Ruth Pearson takes a 
feminist economics approach to the different kinds of gendered labour in contemporary economies 



and demonstrate how the gendering of both paid and unpaid work, including care work in changing 
demographic contexts is transforming the labour market in both developed and developing economies.

The Feminist Economics of Trade

Unravelling the complex relationship between gender inequality and trade, this is the first book to 
combine the tools of economic and gender analysis to examine the relationship between international 
trade and gender relations. It brings together fourteen contributions from a variety of economic per-
spectives, including structuralist, institutionalist, neoclassical and Post-Keynesian by a range of authors 
including Lourdes Benería, William Darity, Marzia Fontana and Mariama Williams to demonstrate what 
feminist economics has contributed to the analysis of international trade, through theoretical model-
ling, econometric analysis and policy-oriented contributions. It includes evidence from industrialized, 
semi-industrialized, and agrarian economies, using country case studies and cross-country analysis. 
Arguing that trade expansion and reduction of gender inequality can be combined, but only if an 
appropriate mix and sequence of trade and other economic policies is implemented, this book is 
key reading for all students of international economics, gender and cultural studies and politics and 
international relations, amongst other disciplines.

A History of Feminist and Gender Economics

This book offers a historical exploration of the genesis of feminist economics and gender economics, 
as well as their theoretical and methodological differences. Its narrative also serves to embed both 
within a broader cultural context. Although both feminist economics and gender neoclassical economics 
belong to the cultural process related to the central role of the political economy in promoting women’s 
emancipation and empowerment, they differ in many aspects. Feminist economics, mainly influenced 
by women’s studies and feminism, rejected neoclassical economics, while gender neoclassical eco-
nomics, mainly influenced by home economics and the new home economics, adopted the neoclassical 
economics’ approach to gender issues. The book includes diverse case studies, which also highlight the 
continuity between the story of women’s emancipation and the more recent developments of feminist 
and gender studies. This volume will be of great interest to researchers and academia in the fields of 
feminist economics, gender studies, and the history of economic thought.

Toward a Feminist Philosophy of Economics

This book edited by two of the most respected figures in feminist economics is a welcome collection 
that charts and critically analyses how other movements have influenced the development of feminist 
economics as a distinct discipline.

Feminist Political Ecology and the Economics of Care

This book envisages a different form of our economies where care work and care-full relationships 
are central to social and cultural life. It sets out a feminist vision of a caring economy and asks what 
needs to change economically and ecologically in our conceptual approaches and our daily lives as we 
learn to care for each other and non-human others. Bringing together authors from 11 countries (also 
representing institutions from 8 countries), this edited collection sets out the challenges for gender 
aware economies based on an ethics of care for people and the environment in an original and 
engaging way. The book aims to break down the assumed inseparability of economic growth and social 
prosperity, and natural resource exploitation, while not romanticising social-material relations to nature. 
The authors explore diverse understandings of care through a range of analytical approaches, contexts 
and case studies and pays particular attention to the complicated nexus between re/productivity, nature, 
womanhood and care. It includes strong contributions on community economies, everyday practices of 
care, the politics of place and care of non-human others, as well as an engagement on concepts such 
as wealth, sustainability, food sovereignty, body politics, naturecultures and technoscience. Feminist 
Political Ecology and the Economics of Care is aimed at all those interested in what feminist theory and 
practice brings to today’s major political economic and environmental debates around sustainability, 
alternatives to economic development and gender power relations.

Feminist Economics

Liberating Economics draws on central concepts from women's studies scholarship to construct a 
feminist understanding of the economic roles of families, caring labor, motherhood, paid and unpaid 



labor, poverty, the feminization of labor, and the consequences of globalization. Barker and Feiner 
consistently recognize the importance of social location -- gender, race, class, sexual identity, and 
nationality -- in economic processes shaping the home, paid employment, market relations, and the 
global economy. Throughout they connect women's economic status in the industrialized nations to 
the economic circumstances surrounding women in the global South. Rooted in the two disciplines, 
this book draws on the rich tradition of interdisciplinary work in feminist social science scholarship to 
construct a parallel between the notions that the "personal is political" and "the personal is economic." 
Drucilla K. Barker is Professor of Economics and Women's Studies, Hollins University. Susan F. Feiner 
is Associate Professor of Economics and Women's Studies, University of Southern Maine.

Liberating Economics

This path breaking new book builds on theories of social provisioning and functional finance to provide 
a new framework for feminist economics, while at the same time providing a brand new gender analysis 
of central current economic issues and policies, focusing on the USA, but also considering the global 
economy and the ongoing financial crisis. Zdravka Todorova demonstrates that all economic issues 
have gender dimensions and uses conventional ideas about money and government finance to show 
how economic theory itself is also intrinsically gendered. The result is an important new blend of ideas 
from Feminist and Post-Keynesian economics, two schools of thought that have previously been united 
only in passing.

Feminist Economics and Functional Finance

The 1993 publication of Marianne A. Ferber and Julie A. Nelson's Beyond Economic Man was a 
landmark in both feminist scholarship and the discipline of economics, and it quickly became a 
handbook for those seeking to explore the emerging connections between the two. A decade later, 
this book looks back at the progress of feminist economics and forward to its future, offering both a 
thorough overview of feminist economic thought and a collection of new, high-quality work from the 
field's leading scholars.

Feminist Economics Today

This book analyses changes in gender relations, as a result of globalization, in countries on the 
semi-periphery of power. Semi-periphery refers to those nations which are not drivers of change 
globally, but have enough economic and political security to have some power in determining their 
own responses to global forces. Individual countries obviously face challenges that are to some extent 
unique, although the prescriptions for economic and social restructuring are based on a common 
competitive logic. Remapping Gender in the New Global Order draws on examples from four countries 
on the semi-periphery of power but still located in the top category of the UNDP’s Human Development 
Index. At one end is Norway, one of the world’s richest and most developed welfare-states, and, at the 
other, is Mexico, a country that is considerably poorer and more susceptible to the power of the United 
States and international agencies. Australia and Canada, the other two semi-peripheral countries 
examined, are in the middle. Also included are comparisons with the epicentre of the ‘core’ base of 
power – the United States. The individual chapters focus on the effect on specific groups of people, 
including males and indigenous groups, the mechanisms people use to both cope with dramatic social 
changes, and the strategies and alliances that are used to affect the course of changes. It covers topics 
that range from implications of labour migration on care regimes to globalism’s effect on masculinity 
and the ‘male breadwinner’ model.

Remapping Gender in the New Global Order

Of all of the lies, fragile alliances, and predatory financial dealings that have been revealed in the 
wake of the Global Financial Crisis of 2008, we have yet to come to terms with the ways in which 
structural inequalities around gender and race factor into (and indeed make possible) the current 
economic order. Scandalous Economics is about "silences" - the astonishing neglect of gender and 
race in explanations of the Global Financial Crisis. But, it is also about "noises" - the sexual scandals 
and gendered austerity policies that have relegated public debate, and the crisis itself, into political 
oblivion. While feminist economists and movements such as Occupy Wall Street have pointed to the 
distributional inequalities that are an effect of financial deregulation, scholars haven't really grappled 
with the representational inequalities inherent in the way we view the politics of the market. For example, 
capitalism won't be made more equitable simply by appointing women to leadership positions within 



financial firms or corporations. And the next crisis will not be averted if our understandings of gendered 
inequalities are framed by sexual scandals in media and popular culture. We need to look at the 
activities and the privileges of the advantaged - the "TED women" of the crisis -- as much as the 
victimization of the disadvantaged - to fully grasp the interplay between gender and economy in this 
fragile age of restoration. Scandalous Economics breaks new ground by doing precisely this. It argues 
that normalization of the post-GFC economic order in the face of its obvious breakdown(s) has been 
facilitated by co-optation of feminist and queer perspectives into national and international responses 
to the crisis. Scandalous Economics builds upon the Occupy movement and other critical analysis of 
the GFC to comprehensively examine gendered material, ideational and representational dimensions 
that have served to make the crisis and its effects, 'the new normal' in Europe and America as well as 
Latin America and Asia.

Scandalous Economics

This book is the first volume to consider feminist concerns across the entire domain of economics.

Out of the Margin

The excellent list of themes and chapters in this volume reflects the maturity reached by feminist 
economics in its different dimensions. Based on the notion of social provisioning for all as the basic 
objective of economics, they represent a challenge to conventional economic thought and they show the 
importance of understanding theory, institutions, empirical work, and policy from a gender perspective. 
The global perspective provided through themes and authors is a very useful contribution to the 
literature. Lourdes Bener'a, Cornell University, US Standard economics has a narrow and distorted 
vision of what the economy is, and how it works. Gender scholars are on the forefront of developing 
better, more encompassing models of human provisioning for well-being. This volume presents a 
wonderful sampling of these new theoretical and empirical developments. Paula England, New York 
University, US This is an impressive collection that delves deeply and broadly into the myriad ways 
that gender shapes and alters economic lives and illuminates complex facets of the economic and 
social provisioning process across the globe. The chapters, by an exciting variety of researchers, 
policy analysts, and practitioners from numerous fields, present a consistent and persuasive vision 
of economic well-being as critical to the flourishing of all people. Myra H. Strober, Stanford University, 
US In the aftermath of global economic downturn, it has never been more important to understand 
how gender relates to economic life and well-being. This interdisciplinary collection of original research 
details key areas of intersection, provides a comprehensive overview of the current state of research 
and proposes avenues for further investigation. The Handbook illuminates complex facets of the eco-
nomic and social provisioning process across the globe. The contributors academics, policy analysts 
and practitioners from wide-ranging areas of expertise discuss the methodological approaches to, and 
analytical tools for, conducting research on the gender dimension of economic life. They also provide 
analyses of major issues facing both developed and developing countries. Topics explored include civil 
society, discrimination, informal work, working time, central bank policy, health, education, food security, 
poverty, migration, environmental activism and the financial crisis. Economists, sociologists and political 
scientists will find this book to be an invaluable research tool, as will academics, researchers and 
students with an interest in economics particularly feminist economics gender studies and global 
studies.

Handbook of Research on Gender and Economic Life

This collection sets out how a gendered approach to political economy can help us understand the 
inherently gendered structures that characterise our society, and provide the foundation for a truly 
interdisciplinary social science. It provides a comprehensive coverage of gendered political economy 
- what it is, where it is and, perhaps more importantly, how it should develop. The twelve chapters that 
make up this volume combine the development of a theoretical framework with empirical examples, 
which illustrate the core concerns of gendered political economy.

Towards a Gendered Political Economy

The marginalization of women in economics has a history as long as the discipline itself. Throughout 
the history of economics, women contributed substantial novel ideas, methods of inquiry, and analytical 
insights, with much of this discounted, ignored, or shifted into alternative disciplines and writing outlets. 
This handbook presents new and much-needed analytical research of women’s contributions in the 



history of economic thought, focusing primarily on the period from the 1770s into the beginning of the 
21st century. Chapters address the institutional, sociological and historical factors that have influenced 
women economists’ thinking, and explore women’s contributions to economic analysis, method, policies 
and debates. Coverage is international, moving beyond Europe and the US into the Arab world, China, 
India, Japan, Latin America, Russia and the Soviet Union, and sub-Saharan Africa. This new global 
perspective adds depth as well as scope to our understanding of women’s contribution to the history of 
economic thought. The book offers crucial new insights into previously underexplored work by women 
in the history of economic thought, and will prove to be a seminal volume with relevance beyond that 
field, into women’s studies, sociology, and history.

Routledge Handbook of the History of Women’s Economic Thought

This second edition, which includes an epilogue by Marilyn Waring, maps new advances in theories and 
practices in feminist economics and the valuation of women, care and nature since Marilyn Waring’s 
1988 groundbreaking critique of the system of national accounts, If Women Counted. It features 
theoretical, practical and policy oriented contributions, empirical studies, and new conceptualizations, 
theorizations and problematizations of defining and accounting for the value of nature and unpaid 
household work, eco-feminism, national and international policy processes, unpaid care and HIV/AIDS 
policy, activism and artwork, and mirrors the wide-ranging impact and resonance of Waring’s work as 
well as the current frontiers of feminist economics.

Counting on Marilyn Waring: New Advances in Feminist Economics

This collection interrogates the multifaceted ways in which global transformations are constituted by 
deeply gendered socio-economic practices at the level of the ‘everyday’. It brings feminist insights to 
bear on the emerging International Political Economy (IPE) debates about ‘the everyday’, showing how 
gender is key to understanding how political economy is enacted and performed at the local level, by 
non-elites, and via various cultural practices. Drawing on ‘everyday’ IPE and a longer-standing body of 
feminist scholarship that documents and theorizes the mutually constitutive nature of, on the one hand, 
global markets, and on the other, households, families, relations of social reproduction and gendered 
socio-economic practices, this collection charts the lived realities of people and communities across a 
wide range of sites and spaces of the global political economy. It considers how globalizing capitalism 
affects and is in turn affected by Argentine sex workers, Nepalese private security contractors, 
Canadian call centre workers, Southeast Asian domestic workers, workers and players in British bingo 
halls, working class households in the UK, and much more. It demonstrates, through detailed empirical 
research, that a gender lens is crucial for understanding how, and on what terms, individuals and 
households are becoming ever more enmeshed in capitalist social relations, and how they actively and 
creatively resist these processes. The chapters originally published as a special issue in Globalizations.

Feminist Global Political Economies of the Everyday

Formalising employment is a desirable policy goal, but how it is done matters greatly, especially for 
women workers. Indeed, formalisation policies that do not recognise gendered realities and prevailing 
socio-economic conditions may be less effective and even counterproductive. This book examines the 
varying trajectories of formalisation and their impact on women workers in five developing countries 
in Asia and Africa: India, Thailand, South Africa, Ghana and Morocco. They range from low- to 
middle-income countries, which are integrated into global financial and goods markets to differing 
degrees and have varying labour market and macroeconomic conditions. The case studies, using 
macro and survey data as well as in-depth analysis of particular sectors, provide interesting and 
sometimes surprising insights. Despite some limited successes in providing social protection benefits 
to some informal workers, most formalisation policies have not really improved the working conditions 
of women workers. In many cases, that is because the policies are gender-blind and insensitive to 
the specific needs of women workers. The impact of formalisation policies on women in developing 
countries is relatively under-researched. This book provides new evidence that will be applicable 
across a wide range of developing country contexts and will be of interest to policymakers, feminist 
economists and students of economics, labour, gender and development studies, public policy, politics 
and sociology.

Informal Women Workers in the Global South



The contributors to this edited volume explore the effects of various development strategies and 
associated macroeconomic policies on women’s well-being and progress towards gender equality. 
Detailed analyses of major UN reports on gender reveal the different approaches to assessing absolute 
and relative progress for women and the need to take into account the specifics of policy regimes 
when making such assessments. The book argues that neoliberal policies, especially the liberalization 
of trade and investment, make it difficult to close gender wage and earnings gaps, and new gender 
sensitive policies need to be devised. These and other issues are all examined in more detail in several 
gendered development histories of countries from Latin America and Asia.

FEMINIST ECONOMICS OF AUSTERITY

Human Capital in Gender and Development addresses timely feminist debates about the relationship 
between feminism, neoliberalism, and international development. The book engages with human 
capital theory, a labour economics theory associated with the Chicago School that now animates a 
wide range of political and economic governance. The book argues that human capital theory has 
been instrumental in constructing an economistic vision of gender equality as a tool for economic 
growth, and girls and women of the global South as the quintessential entrepreneurs of the post-global 
financial crisis era. The book’s critique of human capital theory and its role in Gender and Development 
gives insights into the kinds of development interventions that typify the ‘Gender Equality as Smart 
Economics’ agenda of the World Bank and other international development institutions. From the 
World Bank, to NGOs, and private businesses, discourses about the economic benefits of gender 
equality and women’s empowerment underpin a range of development interventions that aim to unlock 
the ‘untapped’ potential of the world’s women. Its implications are both conceptual and material, 
producing more interventionist forms of development governance, increased power by private sector 
actors in development, and de-politicization of gender equality issues. Human Capital in Gender 
and Development will be of particular interest to feminist scholars in Politics, International Relations, 
Development Studies, and Human Geography. It will also be a useful resource for teaching key debates 
about feminism, neoliberalism, and international development.

The Feminist Economics of Functional Finance

Social Justice and Gender Equality
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