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Explore the captivating life and artistic contributions of Vanessa Bell, a prominent member of the 
Bloomsbury Group. This piece delves into her unique approach to portraiture and her significant role 
as a pioneering Modern British artist, showcasing her legacy and influence.
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Vanessa Bell

The definitive and authorised biography of the artist Vanessa Bell. Even through the lens of the 
twenty-first century, the story of Vanessa Bell's life is unorthodox. A powerful magnetic figure, Bell 
lived at the heart of the Bloomsbury Group and was often the core figure around which the disparate 
individuals of the movement revolved. Her art and designs – so often overshadowed by her sister 
Virginia Woolf's writings and fame and by the interest in her own unconventional life – made a significant 
contribution to the history of the Bloomsbury Group. Yet, until this authorised biography was written, she 
has remained a largely silent and enigmatic figure. In this captivating account, acclaimed art historian 
and biographer Frances Spalding restores Bell to the heart of the Bloomsbury Group, illuminating an 
exceptional life and the free-spirited circle among which she lived.

Vanessa Bell

Vanessa Bell is central to the history of the Bloomsbury Group, yet until this authorised biography was 
written, she largely remained a silent and inscrutable figure. Tantalising glimpses of her life appeared 
mainly in her sister, Virginia Woolf's, letters, diaries and biography. Frances Spalding here draws upon 
a mass of unpublished documents to reveal Bell's extraordinary achievements in both her art and her 
life. She recounts in vivid detail how Bell's move into the Bloomsbury Group and her exposure to Paris 
and the radical art of the Post-Impressionists ran parallel with an increasingly unorthodox personal 
life that spun in convoluted threads between her marriage to Clive Bell, her affair with Roger Fry, her 
friendship with Duncan Grant and relationship with her sister.
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Vanessa Bell

Vanessa Bell was a central figure within the Bloomsbury Group and lent to it a stability and coherence 
it might otherwise have lacked. A talented artist, she held sway with her acuity, integrity and a sense 
of humour. This biography draws upon documents to reveal Vanessa Bell's achievements, in both her 
art and her increasingly unorthodox life.

Bloomsbury Portraits

A profile of the work of Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant.

Vanessa Bell

Published to accompany the exhibition held at the Tate Gallery, 4 November 1999 to 30 January 2000 
and touring (United States).

The Art of Bloomsbury

This book explores the impact of Bloomsbury personalities on each other, as well as their legacy to the 
21st century. Frances Spalding presents over twenty fascinating biographies, all of which are illustrated 
with paintings and intimate photographs created by members of the Group.

The Bloomsbury Group

Vanessa Bell, artist, sister of Virginia Woolf, wife of Clive Bell and lover of Duncan Grant, is one of the 
most fascinating and modern figures of the Bloomsbury set, but unlike most of them she rarely put pen 
to writing paper. When she did, she was witty and illuminating about their early lives. The eldest of the 
Stephen family, she grew up with Virginia in Victorian gloom at Hyde Park Gate and later blossomed 
in bohemian style in Bloomsbury. From the twenties to the forties she lived and painted at Charleston 
Farmhouse like a heroine of the sixties and seventies, at the centre of a colourful world of family, friends, 
artists and intellectuals. Sketches in Pen and Ink is a unique collection of largely unpublished memoirs 
- most of them written to be read at meetings of the Memoir club, in which Vanessa writes with wit and 
charm about herself, her childhood, her remarkable family and friends, her moving relationship with 
Roger Fry, and her art. Her daughter, Angelica Garnett, has written a vivid and personal introduction 
which adds considerably to our understanding of this extraordinary woman and artist.

Sketches In Pen And Ink

"Bloomsbury on the Mediterranean," is how Vanessa Bell described France in a letter to her sister, 
Virginia Woolf. Remarking on the vivifying effect of Cassis, Woolf herself said, "I will take my mind out 
of its iron cage and let it swim.... Complete heaven, I think it." Yet until now there has never been a book 
that focused on the profound influence of France on the Bloomsbury group. In Bloomsbury and France: 
Art and Friends, Mary Ann Caws and Sarah Bird Wright reveal the crucial importance of the Bloomsbury 
group's frequent sojourns to France, the artists and writers they met there, and the liberating effect 
of the country itself. Drawing upon many previously unpublished letters, memoirs, and photographs, 
the book illuminates the artistic development of Virginia and Leonard Woolf, Clive Bell, David Garnett, 
E. M. Forster, Lytton Strachey, Dora Carrington, and others. The authors cover all aspects of the 
Bloomsbury experience in France, from the specific influence of French painting on the work of Roger 
Fry, Duncan Grant, and Vanessa Bell, to the heady atmosphere of the medieval Cistercian Abbaye de 
Pontigny, the celebrated meeting place of French intellectuals where Lytton Strachey, Julian Bell, and 
Charles Mauron mingled with writers and critics, to the relationships between the Bloomsbury group 
and Henri Matisse, Pablo Picasso, Gertrude Stein, Andre Gide, Jean Marchand, and many others. 
Caws and Wright argue that Bloomsbury would have been very different without France, that France 
was their anti-England, a culture in which their eccentricities and aesthetic experiments could flower. 
This remarkable study offers a rich new perspective on perhaps the most creative group of artists and 
friends in the 20th century.

Bloomsbury Portraits

First published to accompany the exhibition From Omega to Charleston: The Art of Vanessa Bell and 
Duncan Grant, 1910-1934, this fully illustrated publication explores the life and works of two of the most 
innovative and influential British artists of the twentieth century. With a substantial essay and catalogue 



entries by Richard Shone (author of Bloomsbury Portraits, 1993 and curator of The Art of Bloomsbury, 
Tate, 1999), the catalogue explores the unique creative relationship shared by Bell (1879-1961) and 
Grant (1885-1978). It traces their move from the early years flush with post-impressionist experimen-
tation to their later work at Charleston, their shared Sussex home. Whether working in fine painting 
or decorative schemes, together they emerge as consistently radical practitioners at the very heart 
of their cultural milieu. Drawing from private collections and a substantial group of works from The 
Charleston Trust, the second half of the publication focusses exclusively on one of Bell and Grant's most 
spectacular joint commissions: The Famous Women Dinner Service. Begun in 1932 at the request of 
the art historian and director of the National Gallery Kenneth Clark and his wife Jane, its fifty plates were 
decorated with images of famous women through the ages, from Sappho to Greta Garbo. Considered 
lost for nearly forty years, and first publically exhibited at this exhibition, this set of plates forms an 
impressive testament to Bell and Grant's close working partnership. A significant essay by Hana leaper 
(Charleston scholar, Fellow of the Paul Mellon Centre, and Senior Lecturer, Liverpool John Moores 
University) is succeeded by closer scholarship dedicated to the individual plates and the women that 
inspired them. The catalogue also has introductions from both Frances Spalding (Biographer of Bell and 
Grant) and Darren Clarke (Rausing Head of Collections, Research and Exhibitions at the Charleston 
Trust).

Bloomsbury and France

Photographs, some barely known, on the domestic lives of Virginia Woolf (1882-1941) and Vanessa 
Bell (1879-1961) and the historical, cultural and artistic milieux of their circle in Bloomsbury, including 
Vivienne Eliot, Vita Sackville-West, Lady Ottoline Morrell and Dora Carrington.

Vanessa Bell, 1879-1961

Set in the heart of the Sussex Downs, Charleston Farmhouse is the most important remaining example 
of Bloomsbury decorative style, created by the painters Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant. Quentin Bell, 
the younger son of Clive and Vanessa Bell, and his daughter Virghinia Nicholson, tell the story of this 
unique house, linking it with some of the leading cultural figures who were invited there, including 
Vanessa's sister Virginia Woolf, the writer Lytton Strachey, the economist Maynard Keynes and the 
art critic Roger Fry. The house and garden are portrayed through Alen MacWeeney's atmostpheric 
photographs; pictures from Vanessa Bell's family album convey the flavour of the household in its 
heyday.

From Omega to Charleston

'Prepare to be dazzled' Paula McLain, author of The Paris Wife 'One of the essential reads of the year' 
The Times London, 1905. The city is alight with change and the Stephen siblings are at the forefront. 
Vanessa, Virginia, Thoby and Adrian are leaving behind their childhood home and taking a house 
in the leafy heart of avant-garde Bloomsbury. There they bring together a glittering circle of brilliant, 
artistic friends who will come to be known as the legendary Bloomsbury Group. And at the centre of 
the charmed circle are the devoted, gifted sisters: Vanessa, the painter and Virginia, the writer. Each 
member of the group will go on to earn fame and success, but so far Vanessa Bell has never sold a 
painting. Virginia Woolf's book review has just been turned down by The Times. Lytton Strachey has not 
published anything. E. M. Forster has finished his first novel but does not like the title. Leonard Woolf 
is still a civil servant in Ceylon, and John Maynard Keynes is looking for a job. Together, this sparkling 
coterie of artists and intellectuals throw away convention and embrace the wild freedom of being young, 
single bohemians in London. But the landscape shifts when Vanessa unexpectedly falls in love and her 
sister feels dangerously abandoned. Eerily possessive, charismatic, manipulative and brilliant, Virginia 
has always lived in the shelter of Vanessa's constant attention and encouragement. Without it, she 
careens toward self-destruction and madness. As tragedy and betrayal threaten to destroy the family, 
Vanessa must choose whether to protect Virginia's happiness or her own.

Vanessa Bell

Originally published in 1990, Women of Bloomsbury takes a fresh look at the lives of Virginia Woolf, 
her sister Vanessa Bell, and Dora Carrington. Connected by more than bonds of friendship and artistic 
endeavour, the three women faced similar struggles. Juxtaposing their personal lives and their work, 
Mary Ann Caws shows us with feeling and clarity the pain women suffer in being artists and in finding 



– or creating – their sense of self. Relying on unpublished letters and diaries, as well as familiar texts, 
Caws give us a portrait of the female self in the act of creation.

Snapshots of Bloomsbury

Presents three hundred letters of Bloomsbury's painter Vanessa Bell from the 1880s to 1961.

Charleston

Published to accompany the exhibition of the same name at the National Portrait Gallery, London, 10 
July to 26 October 2014.

Vanessa and Her Sister

Essays from leading commentators on the Bloomsbury Group-an association of artists and writers 
which influenced cultural and intellectual life in early twentieth-century Britain. Displaying what is best 
and typical of Bloomsbury art, the book includes previously unpublished works.

Bloomsbury

An in-depth study of how the famed Bloomsbury Group expressed their liberal philosophies and 
collective identity in visual form "[Fascinating and wide-ranging. . . . Will be enjoyed by both Bloomsbury 
aficionados and newcomers alike."--Lucinda Willan, V&A Magazine The Bloomsbury Group was a 
loose collective of forward-thinking writers, artists, and intellectuals in London, with Virginia Woolf, 
John Maynard Keynes, and E. M. Forster among its esteemed members. The group's works and 
radical beliefs, spanning literature, economics, politics, and non-normative relationships, changed the 
course of 20th-century culture and society. Although its members resisted definition, their art and dress 
imparted a coherent, distinctive group identity. Drawing on unpublished photographs and extensive 
new research, The Bloomsbury Look is the first in-depth analysis of how the Bloomsbury Group 
generated and broadcast its self-fashioned aesthetic. One chapter is dedicated to photography, which 
was essential to the group's visual narrative--from casual snapshots, to amateur studio portraits, to 
family albums. Others examine the Omega Workshops as a design center, and the evidence for its 
dress collections, spreading the Bloomsbury aesthetic to the general public. Finally, the book considers 
the group's extensive participation in 20th-century modernism as artists, models, curators, critics, and 
collectors.

Women of Bloomsbury

This accompanying publication beautifully showcases the oil paintings, photographs, ceramics, fabrics, 
decorative screens and works on paper in a stunning display of Vanessa Bell's vibrant and wide-ranging 
talent. Long overshadowed by the complexity of her family life and romantic entanglements, the editors 
assess Bell in the context of her relationship with sister, Virginia Woolf, and as muse and confidant to 
Roger Fry and Duncan Grant but ultimately present an intrepid artist deserving of fresh consideration.

The Selected Letters of Vanessa Bell

"This volume comes as an addition to the extensive scholarship on the Bloomsbury Group. For the first 
time all the woodcuts, lithographs, etchings and other prints created by Vanessa Bell, Dora Carrington, 
Roger Fry and Duncan Grant are catalogued with numerous colour and black and white reproductions." 
"Carefully catalogued, and with most of the entries illustrated in either colour or in black and white (a 
number to the original size), this book provides a treasure trove for the large and enthusiastic audience 
keenly interested in the art and literature of the Bloomsbury Group. In addition, the catalogue is a 
valuable reference work for university and art historical libraries."--Jacket.

Charleston

The life of the painter and designer Duncan Grant spanned great changes in society and art, from 
Edwardian Britain to the 1970s, from Alma-Tadema to Gilbert and George. This authoritive biography 
combines an engrossing narrative with an invaluable assessment of Grant's individual achievement 
and his place within Bloomsbury and in the wider development of British art. 'Spalding's skill is to 
sketch out the intricate emotional web against the bright bold untouchable figure of the artist. . . Her 



achievement is to let that sense of a man living with his craft shine through on every page: the result 
is an exceptionally honest and warm portrait. ' Financial Times

Virginia Woolf

Extraordinary lives, tangled relationships, innovative art: the story of sisters Vanessa Bell and Virginia 
Woolf and their Bloomsbury Group.

A Bloomsbury Canvas

These highly original essays illuminate Virginia Woolf and a selection of other twentieth-century writers 
and artists. Based on detailed research and presenting previously unpublished texts, pictures, and 
photographs, they are notable feats of scholarly detective work. Six of them focus on four pivotal 
members of the Bloomsbury Group – Virginia Woolf, Vanessa Bell, Clive Bell, and Roger Fry. Prominent 
ingredients of their story include art, writing, friendship, love, sex, mental illness, and Greek travel. The 
five ‘out of Bloomsbury’ essays are about the ‘new’ letters from the novelist Rose Macaulay to the Irish 
poet Katharine Tynan; the prodigious teenage talents of Dorothy L. Sayers; the remarkable story of 
Tolkien’s schoolmaster R. W. Reynolds; and the artist Tristram Hillier in Portugal. The collection creates 
a richly varied and entertaining picture of British culture in the first half of the twentieth century.

The Bloomsbury Look

'Amusing, charming, stimulating, urbane' - THE TIMES'Revelatory' - GUARDIAN'Restores Clive Bell 
vividly to life' - Lucasta Miller______________Clive Bell is perhaps better known today for being a 
Bloomsbury socialite and the husband of artist Vanessa Bell, sister to Virginia Woolf. Yet Bell was a 
highly important figure in his own right: an internationally renowned art critic who defended daring new 
forms of expression at a time when Britain was closed off to all things foreign. His groundbreaking book 
Art brazenly subverted the narratives of art history and cemented his status as the great interpreter 
of modern art. Bell was also an ardent pacifist and a touchstone for the Wildean values of individual 
freedoms, and his is a story that leads us into an extraordinary world of intertwined lives, loves and 
sexualities. For decades, Bell has been an obscure figure, refracted through the wealth of writing on 
Bloomsbury, but here Mark Hussey brings him to the fore, drawing on personal letters, archives and 
Bell's own extensive writing. Complete with a cast of famous characters, including Lytton Strachey, T. S. 
Eliot, Katherine Mansfield, Pablo Picasso and Jean Cocteau, Clive Bell and the Making of Modernism 
is a fascinating portrait of a man who became one of the pioneering voices in art of his era. Reclaiming 
Bell's stature among the makers of modernism, Hussey has given us a biography to muse and marvel 
over - a snapshot of a time and of a man who revelled in and encouraged the shock of the new.'A book 
of real substance written with style and panache, copious fresh information and many insights' - Julian 
Bell

The Art of Bloomsbury

This is the story of a deep and close relationship between two sisters - Virginia Woolf and Vanessa Bell. 
The influence they exerted over each others lives, their competitiveness, the fierce love they had for 
each other and also their intense rivalry is explored here with subtlety and compassion. The thoughts, 
motives and actions of these two remarkably artistic women who jointly created the Bloomsbury Group 
is revealed with all its intricacies in this moving biography.

Vanessa Bell

Virginia Woolf's only true biography, written to commemorate a devoted friend and one of the most 
renowned art critics of this century, who helped to bring the Postimpressionist movement from France 
to England and America. Roger Eliot Fry (14 December 1866 – 9 September 1934) was an English 
artist and art critic, and a member of the Bloomsbury Group. Establishing his reputation as a scholar 
of the Old Masters, he became an advocate of more recent developments in French painting, to which 
he gave the name Post-Impressionism. Adeline Virginia Woolf (25 January 1882 – 28 March 1941) 
was an English writer, and one of the foremost modernists of the twentieth century. During the interwar 
period, Woolf was a significant figure in London literary society and a central figure in the influential 
Bloomsbury Group of intellectuals. Her most famous works include the novels Mrs Dalloway (1925), To 
the Lighthouse (1927) and Orlando (1928), and the book-length essay A Room of One's Own (1929), 
with its famous dictum, "A woman must have money and a room of her own if she is to write fiction."

Vanessa Bell, 1879-1961



This catalogue accompanies an exhibition organized by the Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art at 
Cornell University, and curated by Nancy E. Green.

The Bloomsbury Artists

An illustrated overview of the women in the Bloomsbury circle (a group who lived in or near London 
during the first half of the twentieth century that influenced literature, aesthetics, criticism, and econom-
ics as well as modern attitudes towards feminism, pacifism, and sexuality). This work focuses on the 
Bloomsbury Group's rich and diverse artistic output. The color as well as black-and-white reproductions 
of paintings, textile designs, photographs and line drawings are dominated by the works of Vanessa 
Bell, Dora Carrington and Duncan Grant.

Duncan Grant

Angelica Garnett may truly be called a child of Bloomsbury. Her Aunt was Virginia Woolf, her mother 
Vanessa Bell, and her father Duncan Grant, though for many years Angelica believed herself, naturally 
enough, the daughter of Vanessa's husband Clive. Her childhood homes, Charleston in Sussex and 
Gordon Square in London, were both centres of Bloomsbury activity, and she grew up surrounded 
by the most talked-about writers and artists of the day - Leonard and Virginia Woolf, Roger Fry, the 
Stracheys, Maynard Keynes, David Garnett (whom she later married), and many others. But Deceived 
with Kindness is also a record of a young girl's particular struggle to achieve independence from that 
extraordinary and intense milieu as a mature and independent woman. With an honesty that is by 
degrees agonising and uplifting, the author creates a vibrant, poignant picture of her mother, Vanessa 
Bell, of her own emergent individuality, and of the Bloomsbury era.

Living in Squares, Loving in Triangles

Throughout his working life, Duncan Grant experimented with a variety of styles and techniques, from 
commercial interior decoration to ceramics, print-making and theatre work, as well as easel painting 
and murals. The overall achievement of Grant's career in all its diversity is presented here.

In and out of Bloomsbury

Looks at the writings, letters, diaries and memoirs of the Bloomsbury women. Includes, Virginia Woolf, 
Vanesa Bell, Dora Carrington, Vita Sackville-West, Lydia Lopokova, Katherine Mansfield, Frances 
Partridge and Angelica Garnett. Presents portrait studies, decorative images, line drawings and 
photographs which complement the textual narrative of the lives and loves, art and ideas of this 
extraordinary group of friends.

Bloomsbury Painters and Their Circle

Clive Bell and the Making of Modernism
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