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Discover 'Forty Stories' in this compelling Penguin Modern Classics English edition. This celebrated 
collection offers a rich tapestry of narratives, providing essential reading for enthusiasts of classic short 
stories and profound literary works.
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Forty Stories

This collection of pithy, brilliantly acerbic pieces is a companion to Sixty Stories, Barthelme's earlier 
retrospective volume. Barthelme spotlights the idiosyncratic, haughty, sometimes downright ludicrous 
behavior of human beings, but it is style rather than content which takes precedence.

Forty Stories

'Rich. . . eclectic. . . a feast' Telegraph This landmark collection brings together forty writers that reflect 
over a hundred years of Italy's vibrant and diverse short story tradition, from the birth of the modern 
nation to the end of the twentieth century. Poets, journalists, visual artists, musicians, editors, critics, 
teachers, scientists, politicians, translators: the writers that inhabit these pages represent a dynamic 
cross section of Italian society, their powerful voices resonating through regional landscapes, private 
passions and dramatic political events. This wide-ranging selection curated by Jhumpa Lahiri includes 
well known authors such as Italo Calvino, Elsa Morante and Luigi Pirandello alongside many captivating 
new discoveries. More than a third of the stories featured in this volume have been translated into 
English for the first time, several of them by Lahiri herself.

Forty Stories

Penguin Classics is the largest and best-known classics imprint in the world. From The Epic of 
Gilgamesh to the poetry of the First World War, and covering all the greatest works of fiction, poetry, 
drama, history and philosophy in between, this reader's companion encompasses 500 authors, 1,200 
books and 4,000 years of world literature. Stuffed full of stories, author biographies, book summaries 
and recommendations, and illustrated with thousands of historic Penguin Classic covers, this is an 
exhilarating and comprehensive guide for anyone who wants to explore and discover the best books 
ever written.

Sixty Stories
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Find out why fellow authors like Ali Smith, Dave Eggers and Jonathan Franzen love Lydia Davis's 
writing so much in this landmark collection of all of her stories to date from across three decades. 
And why James Wood described this book in the New Yorkeras 'a body of work probably unique in 
American writing' and 'one of the great, strange American literary contributions'. 'Remarkable. Some 
of the most moving fiction - on death, marriage, children - of recent years. To read The Collected 
Storiesis to be reminded of the grand, echoing mind-chambers created by Sebald or recent Coetzee. A 
writer of vast intelligence and originality.' Independent on Sunday 'What stories. Precise and piercing, 
extremely funny. Nearly all are unlike anything you've ever read.' Metro 'I loved these stories. They are 
so well-written, with such clarity of thought and precision of language. Excellent.' William Leith, Evening 
Standard 'Remarkable. Some of the most moving fiction - on death, marriage, children - of recent years. 
To read Collected Stories is to be reminded of the grand, echoing mind-chambers created by Sebald 
or recent Coetzee. A writer of vast intelligence and originality.' Independent on Sunday 'A body of work 
probably unique in American writing, in its combination of lucidity, aphoristic brevity, formal originality, 
sly comedy, metaphysical bleakness, philosophical pressure and human wisdom.' New Yorker 'One 
of the most respected writers in America.' Financial Times 'Davis is a high priestess of the startling, 
telling detail. She can make the most ordinary things, such as couples talking, or someone watching 
television, bizarre, almost mythical. I felt I had encountered a most original and daring mind.' Colm 
Tóibín, Daily Telegraph

The Penguin Book of Italian Short Stories

Hannah Lowe taught for a decade in an inner-city London sixth form. At the heart of this book of 
compassionate and energetic sonnets are 'The Kids', her students, the teenagers she nurtured. But 
the poems go further, meeting her own child self as she comes of age in the riotous 80s and 90s, later 
bearing witness to her small son learning to negotiate contemporary London. Across these deeply felt 
poems, Lowe interrogates the acts of teaching and learning with empathy and humour. Social class, 
gender and race - and their fundamental intersection with education - are investigated with an ever 
critical and introspective eye. The sonnet is re-energised, becoming a classroom, a memory box and 
even a mind itself as 'The Kids' learn and negotiate their own unknown futures. These boisterous and 
musical poems explore and explode the universal experience of what it is to be taught, and to teach, 
ultimately reaching out and speaking to the child in all of us. The poems in the first section of the book 
draw on Hannah Lowe's experiences as a teacher in the 2000s, but the scenarios are largely fictitious, 
as are the names of the students. The Kids is a Poetry Book Society Choice.

The Penguin Classics Book

The essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world For six decades the Penguin 
Modern Classics series has been an era-defining, ever-evolving series of books, encompassing 
works by modernist pioneers, avant-garde iconoclasts, radical visionaries and timeless storytellers. 
This reader's companion showcases every title published in the series so far, with more than 1,800 
books and 600 authors, from Achebe and Adonis to Zamyatin and Zweig. It is the essential guide 
to twentieth-century literature around the world, and the companion volume to The Penguin Classics 
Book. Bursting with lively descriptions, surprising reading lists, key literary movements and over two 
thousand cover images, The Penguin Modern Classics Book is an invitation to dive in and explore the 
greatest literature of the last hundred years.

The Collected Stories of Lydia Davis

“Wonderful, compulsively readable, delicious” personal correspondences, spanning decades in the 
life and literary career of the author of Lolita (The Washington Post Book World). An icon of twenti-
eth-century literature, Vladimir Nabokov was a novelist, poet, and playwright, whose personal life was 
a fascinating story in itself. This collection of more than four hundred letters chronicles the author’s 
career, recording his struggles in the publishing world, the battles over Lolita, and his relationship with 
his wife, among other subjects, and gives a surprising look at the personality behind the creator of such 
classics as Pale Fire and Pnin. “Dip in anywhere, and delight follows.” —John Updike

The Kids

Includes stories that are humorous, satiric, supernatural, and macabre, highly individual, and full of 
eccentric unconventional situations.



The Penguin Modern Classics Book

For the 150th anniversary of Edith Wharton's birth: her three greatest novels, in a couture-inspired 
deluxe edition featuring a new introduction by Jonathan Franzen Born into a distinguished New York 
family, Edith Wharton chronicled the lives of the wealthy, the well born, and the nouveau riches in 
fiction that often hinges on the collision of personal passion and social convention. This volume brings 
together her best-loved novels, all set in New York. The House of Mirth is the story of Lily Bart, who 
needs a rich husband but refuses to marry without both love and money. The Custom of the Country 
follows the marriages and affairs of Undine Spragg, who is as vain, spoiled, and selfish as she is 
irresistibly fascinating. The Pulitzer Prize-winning The Age of Innocence concerns the passionate bond 
that develops between the newly engaged Newland Archer and his finacée's cousin, the Countess 
Olenska, new to New York and newly divorced. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been 
the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,800 titles, 
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across 
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions 
and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by 
award-winning translators.

Selected Letters, 1940–1977

Internationally celebrated, award-winning author Mavis Gallant is a contemporary legend: an undis-
puted master of the short story whose peerless prose captures the range of human experience while 
evoking time and place with unequalled skill. This new selection of Gallant’s stories, edited by novelist 
and poet Michael Ondaatje, gathers the best of her many stories set in Paris, where Gallant has long 
lived. Here she writes of expatriates and locals, exile and homecoming, and of the illusions of youth 
and age, offering a kaleidoscopic impression of the world within the world that is Paris.

The Complete Short Stories

The complete stories of a 20th century master of fiction Affairs, obsessions, ardors, fantasy, myth, 
legends, dreams, fear, pity, and violence—this magnificent collection of stories illuminates all corners of 
the human experience. Including four previously uncollected stories, this new complete edition reveals 
Graham Greene in a range of contrasting moods, sometimes cynical and witty, sometimes searching 
and philosophical. Each of these forty-nine stories confirms V. S. Pritchett’s declaration that Greene is 
“a master of storytelling.” This Penguin Classics edition features an introduction by Pico Iyer. For more 
than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking 
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works 
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative 
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as 
well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.



Three Novels of New York

Elizabeth von Arnim’s novel "Elizabeth and Her German Garden" was first published in 1898. It was 
instantly popular and has gone through numerous reprints ever since. This story is the main character 
Elizabeth’s diary, where she relates stories from her life, as she learns to tend to her garden. Whilst the 
novel has a strongly autobiographical tone, it is also very humorous and satirical, due to Elizabeth’s 
frequent mistakes and her idiosyncratic outlook on life. She comments on the beauty of nature and 
shares her view on society, looking down on the frivolous fashions of her time and writing "I believe all 
needlework and dressmaking is of the devil, designed to keep women from study." The book is the first 
in a series about the same character. Elizabeth von Arnim (1866–1941), née Mary Annette Beauchamp, 
was a British novelist. Born in Australia, her family returned to England when she was three years old; 
and she was Katherine Mansfield’s cousin. She was first married to a Prussian aristocrat, the Graf 
von Arnim-Schlagenthin, and later to the philosopher Bertrand Russel’s older brother, Frank, whom 
she left a year later. She then had an affair with the publisher Alexander Reeves, a man thirty years 
her junior, and with H.G. Wells. Von Arnim moved a lot, living alternatively in the United Kingdom, 
Switzerland, Germany, Poland, before dying of influenza in South Carolina during the Second War. 
Elizabeth von Arnim was an active member of the European literary scene, and entertained many of 
her contemporaries in her Chalet Soleil in Switzerland. She even hired E. M. Forster and Hugh Walpole 
as tutors for her five children. She is famous for her half-autobiographical, satirical novel "Elizabeth and 
her German Garden" (1898), as well as for "Vera" (1921), and "The Enchanted April" (1922).

Paris Stories

TELEGRAPH, INDEPENDENT, FINANCIAL TIMES AND OBSERVER BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2015 
Hilarious, exuberant, subtle, tender, brutal, spectacular, and above all unexpected: these two extra-
ordinary volumes contain the limitless possibilities of the British short story. This is the first anthology 
capacious enough to celebrate the full diversity and energy of its writers, subjects and tones. The most 
famous authors are here, and many others, including some magnificent stories never republished since 
their first appearance in magazines and periodicals. The Penguin Book of the British Short Story has 
a permanent authority, and will be reached for year in and year out. This volume takes the story from 
the 1920s to the present day. Edited and with an introduction by Philip Hensher, the award-winning 
novelist, critic and journalist.

Complete Short Stories

'A novel of love, war and death; brilliantly entertaining and far ahead of its time' Guardian 'She is my 
husband's mistress - and here am I, taking her out to dinner' Sophia Willoughby of Blandamer House, 
upstanding Victorian matriarch, has packed her errant husband off to Paris with his mistress Minna. 
But when tragedy throws her life off balance Sophia goes to seek him out, and instead finds herself 
intensely attracted to the charismatic, bohemian Minna, who leads her on a wild, chaotic adventure 
through a city in the throes of revolution. 'One of the great under-read British novelists of the twentieth 
century. This is my favourite of her novels' Sarah Waters 'Every page contains something brilliant, 
arresting or amusing, and one comes away from it staggered' Claire Harman

Elizabeth and her German Garden

In My Education, William Burroughs - possessor of one of the sharpest, strangest minds in all of fiction, 
the writer of visceral, nightmarish prose - gives an autobiography of his singular subconscious. In 
dreams he travels to the Land of the Dead, mourns and resurrects lost friends, is sentenced to be 
hanged and walks on water - he dreams of drugs, and sex, and travelling, while places and creatures 
move both between his books and his sleep. Exploring and embodying Burroughs' provocative ideas 
on writing, painting, consciousness and creativity, My Education is intense, vivid, wry and laconic - 
and a revealing journey into the mind of a great writer. 'A whirlwind valedictory of Burroughs' own 
unconscious. An intensely personal book.' The New York Times Book Review

The Penguin Book of the British Short Story: 2

Every night for three years the vengeful King Shahriyar sleeps with a different virgin, executing her next 
morning. To end this brutal pattern and to save her own life, the vizier's daughter, Shahrazad, begins to 
tell the king tales of adventure, love, riches and wonder - tales of mystical lands peopled with princes 
and hunchbacks, the Angel of Death and magical spirits, tales of the voyages of Sindbad, of Ali Baba's 



outwitting a band of forty thieves and of jinnis trapped in rings and in lamps. The sequence of stories 
will last 1,001 nights.

Summer Will Show

Jane Austen's Emma is her masterpiece, mixing the sparkle of her early books with a deep sensibility' 
Observer Emma is young, rich and independent. She has decided not to get married and instead 
spends her time organising her acquaintances' love affairs. Her plans for the matrimonial success of 
her new friend Harriet, however, lead her into complications that ultimately test her own detachment 
from the world of romance. WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY ANDREW MOTION VINTAGE CLASSICS 
AUSTEN SERIES - all six of Jane Austen's major novels, beautifully designed and introduced by our 
finest contemporary writers.

My Education

A collection of treasured stories by the unchallenged master of American fiction A Penguin Classic 
Nobel Prize winner Saul Bellow has deservedly been celebrated as one of America’s greatest writers. 
For more than sixty years he stretched our minds, our imaginations, and our hearts with his exhilarating 
perceptions of life. Here, collected in one volume and chosen by the author himself, are favorites 
such as “What Kind of Day Did You Have?”, “Leaving the Yellow House,” and a previously uncollected 
piece, “By the St. Lawrence.” With his larger-than-life characters, irony, wisdom, and unique humor, 
Bellow presents a sharp, rich, and funny world that is infinitely surprising. With a preface by Janice 
Bellow and an introduction by James Wood, this is a collection to treasure for longtime Saul Bellow 
fans and an excellent introduction for new readers. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been 
the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, 
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across 
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions 
and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by 
award-winning translators.

Tales from 1,001 Nights

This eclectic, moving and richly enjoyable collection is the essential introduction to Korean literature. 
Journeying through Korea's dramatic recent past, from the Japanese occupation and colonial era to 
the devastating war between north and south and the rapid, disorienting urbanization of later decades, 
The Penguin Book of Korean Short Stories captures a hundred years of vivid storytelling. Here are 
peddlers and donkeys travelling across moonlit fields; artists drinking and debating in the tea-houses 
of 1920s Seoul; soldiers fighting for survival; exiles from the war who can never go home again; and 
lonely men and women searching for connection in the dizzying modern city. The collection features 
stories by some of Korea's greatest writers, including Pak Wanso, O Chonghui and Cho Chongnae, as 
well as many brilliant contemporary voices, such as P'yon Hyeyong, Han Yujoo and Kim Aeran. Curated 
by Bruce Fulton, this is a volume that will surprise, unsettle and delight.

Emma (Vintage Classics Austen Series)

'"Forget all your fears now. Have a fling this night"' Untrustworthy, charming Fussy Joe spins stories and 
breaks hearts in this rollicking story set in the 'sensational city' of 1960s Lagos. Penguin Modern: fifty 
new books celebrating the pioneering spirit of the iconic Penguin Modern Classics series, with each 
one offering a concentrated hit of its contemporary, international flavour. Here are authors ranging from 
Kathy Acker to James Baldwin, Truman Capote to Stanislaw Lem and George Orwell to Shirley Jackson; 
essays radical and inspiring; poems moving and disturbing; stories surreal and fabulous; taking us from 
the deep South to modern Japan, New York's underground scene to the farthest reaches of outer space.

Collected Stories

The Castle is the story of K., the unwanted Land Surveyor who is never to be admitted to the Castle 
nor accepted in the village, and yet cannot go home. As he encounters dualities of certainty and doubt, 
hope and fear, and reason and nonsense, K.ýs struggles in the absurd, labyrinthine world where he finds 
himself seem to reveal an inexplicable truth about the nature of existence. Kafka began The Castle in 
1922 and it was never finished, yet this, the last of his three great novels, draws fascinating conclusions 
that make it feel strangely complete.

The Penguin Book of Korean Short Stories



A collection of the nineteenth century Russian author's short stories which reflect his development as 
a writer.

Chess

The creeping unease of lives squandered and the bloody glee of lives lost are chillingly captured in 
these tales of wasted potential and casual cruelty by a master of the short story.

Glittering City

D.H. Lawrence was one of the great short story writers of the 20th century. This new collection of 
ten stories shows the variety of his achievement as the works develop from an early realism towards 
myth and fairy tale, murder, and ghost stories. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been 
the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, 
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across 
genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions 
and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by 
award-winning translators.

The Castle

A giant of American humor makes his Penguin Classics debut with “probably the best book in the 
world” (Neil Gaiman, from the Introduction), in a stunning Deluxe Edition featuring the original, full-color 
illustrations The hands of all thirteen clocks stand still in the gloomy castle on a lonely hill where a wicked 
Duke lives with his niece, the beautiful Princess Saralinda. The Duke fancies he has frozen time, for he 
is afraid that one day a Prince may come and win away the hand of the Princess—the only warm hand 
in the castle. To thwart that fate, he sets impossible tasks for Saralinda’s suitors. But when the bold 
Prince Zorn of Zorna arrives, disguised as a wandering minstrel, and helped by the enigmatic Golux, 
the cold Duke may at last have met his match. Since it was first published in 1950, James Thurber’s 
sublimely whimsical fairy tale of love forestalled but ultimately fulfilled has delighted readers of all ages. 
It is published here with Marc Simont’s enchanting, full-color illustrations from the first edition. For more 
than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking 
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works 
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative 
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as 
well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

The Image of Chekhov

The Travels of Sir John Mandeville is the chronicle of the alleged Sir John Mandeville, an explorer. His 
travels were first published in the late 14th century, and influenced many subsequent explorers such 
as Christopher Columbus.

The Lottery and Other Stories

“Truly a great book—unique, invaluable and unapproachable as the gold standard of the genre… 
Bemelmans got there first, more frequently, and better.” —Anthony Bourdain Acerbic, colorful, and 
spirited stories from a bygone era: behind the scenes in a grand NY hotel, from the author of the 
Madeline books Picture David Sedaris writing Kitchen Confidential about the Ritz in New York in the 
1920s, which had the style and charm of The Grand Budapest Hotel… In this charming and uproariously 
funny hotel memoir, Ludwig Bemelmans uncovers the fabulous world of the Hotel Splendide—the thinly 
disguised stand-in for the Ritz—a luxury New York hotel where he worked as a waiter in the 1920s. With 
equal parts affection and barbed wit, he uncovers the everyday chaos that reigns behind the smooth 
facades of the gilded dining room and banquet halls. In hilarious detail, Bemelmans sketches the 
hierarchy of hotel life and its strange and fascinating inhabitants: from the ruthlessly authoritarian maître 
d'hôtel Monsieur Victor to the kindly waiter Mespoulets to Frizl the homesick busboy. Illustrated with 
his own charming line drawings, Bemelmans' tales of a bygone era of extravagance are as charming 
as they are riotously entertaining. “[Bemelmans] was the original bad boy of the NY hotel/restaurant 
subculture, a waiter, busboy, and restaurateur who “told all” in a series of funny and true (or very near 
true) autobiographical accounts of backstairs folly, excess, borderline criminality, and madness in the 



grande Hotel Splendide… If you like stories about old New York as I do, this classic will have you 
laughing out loud.” –Anthony Bourdain

Selected Stories

In this unique poetry anthology, 100 grown men - bestselling authors, poets laureate, actors, producers 
and other prominent figures from the arts, sciences and politics, share the poems that have moved 
them to tears.

The 13 Clocks

"The narrator, a young middle-class Jew in the Italian city of Ferrara, has long been fascinated from afar 
by the Finzi-Continis, a wealthy and aristocratic Jewish family, and especially by their daughter Micol. 
But it is not until 1938 that he is invited behind the walls of their lavish estate, as local Jews begin to 
gather there to avoid the racial laws of the Fascists, and the garden of the Finzi-Continis becomes an 
idyllic sanctuary in an increasingly brutal world. Years after the war, the narrator returns in memory to 
his doomed relationship with the lovely Micol, and to the predicament that faced all the Ferrarese Jews, 
in this unforgettably wrenching portrait of a community about to be destroyed by the world outside the 
garden walls."--Provided by publisher.

The Travels of Sir John Mandeville

Contains poems which reveal both the endless diversity of human life and poets particular philosophy 
of self-fulfillment.

Together

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Hotel Splendide

First Published in a single volume in 1883, the stories collected in Little Novels of Sicily are drawn 
from the Sicily of Giovanni Verga's childhood, reported at the time to be the poorest place in Europe. 
Verga's style is swift, sure, and implacable; he plunges into his stories almost in midbreath, and tells 
them with a stark economy of words. There's something dark and tightly coiled at the heart of each 
story, an ironic, bitter resolution that is belied by the deceptive simplicity of Verga's prose, and Verga 
strikes just when the reader's not expecting it. Translator D. H. Lawrence surely found echoes of his 
own upbringing in Verga's sketches of Sicilian life: the class struggle between property owners and 
tenants, the relationship between men and the land, and the unsentimental, sometimes startlingly lyric 
evocation of the landscape. Just as Lawrence veers between loving and despising the industrial North 
and its people, so too Verga shifts between affection for and ironic detachment from the superstitious, 
uneducated, downtrodden working poor of Sicily. If Verga reserves pity for anyone or anything, it is the 
children and the animals, but he doesn't spare them. In his experience, it is the innocents who suffer 
first and last and always.

Poems That Make Grown Men Cry

Collected in this edition are forty stories by Guy de Maupassant, the 19th century French author 
considered by many as one of the masters of the modern short story. Maupassant was a prolific 
author during his short life, writing six novels, 300 short stories, and three travel books before dying 
at age 42. Maupassant was influenced by the style of Gustave Flaubert and his stories are noted for 
their efficient prose and his seemingly effortless ability to reach satisfying conclusions. Many of his 
tales are set during the Franco-Prussian conflict and are an unflinching portrayal of war's brutality 
and senselessness. Maupassant's works have been hugely influential to authors, playwrights, and film 



makers in the decades since their first publication and are frequently adapted for stage and screen. 
Collected here are such classics as "Ball of Tallow\

Modern Classics Garden of the Finzi Continis

The first Temperance Brennan novel in the “cleverly plotted and expertly maintained series” (The New 
York Times Book Review) from the #1 internationally bestselling thriller writer Kathy Reichs. Her life 
is devoted to justice—even for those she never knew. In the year since Temperance Brennan left 
behind a shaky marriage in North Carolina, work has often preempted her weekend plans to explore 
Québec. When a female corpse is discovered meticulously dismembered and stashed in trash bags, 
Temperance detects an alarming pattern—and she plunges into a harrowing search for a killer. But her 
investigation is about to place those closest to her—her best friend and her own daughter—in mortal 
danger… “A genius at building suspense” (Daily News, New York), Kathy Reichs’s Temperance Brennan 
books are both “accomplished and chilling” (People) and “ripe with intricate settings and memorable 
characters” (Milwaukee Journal Sentinel).

Lonesome Traveler

This fantastically varied and exciting collection celebrates the great Japanese short story, from its 
modern origins in the nineteenth century to the remarkable works being written today. Short story 
writers already well-known to English-language readers are all included here - Tanizaki, Akutagawa, 
Murakami, Mishima, Kawabata - but also many surprising new finds. From Yuko Tsushima's 'Flames' 
to Yuten Sawanishi's 'Filling Up with Sugar', from Shin'ichi Hoshi's 'Shoulder-Top Secretary' to Banana 
Yoshimoto's 'Bee Honey', The Penguin Book of Japanese Short Stories is filled with fear, charm, beauty 
and comedy. Curated by Jay Rubin, who has himself freshly translated several of the stories, and 
introduced by Haruki Murakami, this book will be a revelation to its readers.

The First Forty Nine Stories

Little Novels of Sicily
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