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Explore the intricate relationship between leisure and power within the dynamic landscape of urban 
China. This analysis delves into how social structures and governance influence public spaces and 
recreational activities, revealing the subtle power dynamics that shape Chinese city life. It offers insights 
crucial for contemporary China studies, highlighting the evolving nature of public space within a rapidly 
developing nation.
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Leisure and Power in Urban China

Leisure and Power in Urban China is the first comprehensive study of leisure activities in a medium size 
Chinese city. Hitherto, studies of Chinese leisure have focused on holidays, festivals and tourism. This, 
however, is a study of the kinds of leisure that take place on regular workdays in a local environment 
of Quanzhou city. In doing so, Leisure and Power introduces leisure studies to China studies, and data 
from China to the field of Leisure studies. Based on interviews with people from all walks of life and case 
studies from bookshops, internet bars, Karaoke parlours, streets and public squares, Rolandsen brings 
to attention the importance of fun and socializing in the lives of Chinese urbanites. Central to the study 
is the contrast between popular practices and official discourse. Rolandsen provides in-depth analyses 
of the moralist "PRC leisure ethic" so characteristic of official Chinese publications and news media. 
Using examples from everyday life as a contrast, this study demonstrates that official propaganda has 
but little influence on how Chinese individuals lead their lives. Taking leisure as a point of departure, this 
book describes the new kinds of interaction between the local party-state and the population it seeks 
to govern. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of Chinese Studies, Leisure Studies, 
Urban Studies and Asian Studies in general.

Leisure and Power in Urban China

After millions of migrants moved from China’s countryside into its sprawling cities a unique kind 
of ‘informal’ urban enclave was born – ‘villages in the city’. Like the shanties and favelas before 
them elsewhere, there has been huge pressure to redevelop these blemishes to the urban face of 
China’s economic vision. Unlike most developing countries, however, these are not squatter settlements 
but owner-occupied settlements developed semi-formally by ex-farmers turned small-developers and 
landlords who rent shockingly high-density rooms to rural migrants, who can outnumber their landlord 
villagers. A strong state, matched with well-organised landlords collectively represented through 
joint-stock companies, has meant that it has been relatively easy to grow the city through demolition 
of these soft migrant enclaves. The lives of the displaced migrants then enter a transient phase 
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from an informal to a formal urbanity. This book looks at migrants and their enclave ‘villages in the 
city’ and reveals the characteristics and changes in migrants’ livelihoods and living places. Using an 
interdisciplinary approach, the book analyses how living in the city transforms and changes rural 
migrant households, and explores the social lives and micro economies of migrant neighbourhoods. It 
goes on to discuss changing housing and social conditions and spatial changes in the urban villages 
of major Chinese cities, as well as looking into transient urbanism and examining the consequences 
of redevelopment and upgrading of the ‘villages in the city’; in particular, the planning, regeneration, 
politics of development, and socio-economic implications of these immense social, economic and 
physical upheavals.

Rural Migrants in Urban China

This book is an empirically rich case-study of what is currently the most popular alternative-fuel vehicle 
in the history of motorization – the electric two-wheeler (e-bike). The book provides sociological insights 
into e-bike mobility in China and discusses politics, social practices and larger issues of mobility 
transition in urban China. Taking an accessible approach to the subject, the book identifies the main 
sociospatial conflicts regarding the use of e-bikes and discusses why electric two-wheeler mobility is 
important for the future of urban China and urban transportation globally. This book will be an invaluable 
read for urban geographers and transportation researchers, but also for academics and general readers 
interested in Chinese Studies, specifically in the area of urban mobility in China.

Urban Mobility in Modern China

In Men and Masculinities in Contemporary China, Geng Song and Derek Hird offer an account of 
Chinese masculinities in media discourse and everyday life, covering masculinities on television, in 
lifestyle magazines, in cyberspace, at work, at leisure, and at home.

Men and Masculinities in Contemporary China

The post-Mao urban reforms of the past decade have physically and psychologically transformed 
China's cities. Urban Spaces in Contemporary China explores how the character of city life changed 
after political-economic restructuring intensified in 1984, and how this change affected the creation of 
new physical, economic and cultural space in urban China. Drawing on a wide range of backgrounds, 
including economics, art history, law, and sociology, the authors bring personal insights to dimensions 
of urban Chinese life that are often misunderstood: China's large "floating populations," avant-garde 
art, labor movements, and leisure.

Urban Spaces in Contemporary China

Ken Roberts’ Social Theory, Sport and Leisure offers a clear, compact primer in social theory for 
students needing to engage with the application of sociological perspectives to the study of sport and 
leisure. Written in a straightforward style and assuming no prior knowledge, the book offers a fresh and 
easy to read overview of sociology’s contribution to sport and leisure studies. Ordered chronologically, 
each chapter: Focuses on the work of a major social theorist and their most influential ideas Provides 
helpful historical and biographical detail to set the person and their thinking in contemporary context 
Identifies questions in sport and leisure on which the theory can shed useful light Considers how 
the ideas can be, or have been, applied in the study of sport and leisure Works as a self-contained 
unit, enabling students and lecturers to use the book flexibly according to their needs. Written by an 
outstanding sociologist of leisure and sport, this intelligent yet jargon-free textbook enables students 
to get to grips with a wide range of important concepts and understand their diverse applications. As 
such, it is essential reading for any course designed to explore the place and meaning of sport and 
leisure in society.

Social Theory, Sport, Leisure

China’s distinctive social media platforms have gained notable popularity among the nation’s vast 
number of internet users, but has China’s countryside been ‘left behind’ in this communication rev-
olution? Tom McDonald spent 15 months living in a small rural Chinese community researching how 
the residents use social media in their daily lives. His ethnographic findings suggest that, far from 
being left behind, many rural Chinese people have already integrated social media into their everyday 
experience.Throughout his ground-breaking study, McDonald argues that social media allows rural 



people to extend and transform their social relationships by deepening already existing connections 
with friends known through their school, work or village, while also experimenting with completely new 
forms of relationships through online interactions with strangers, particularly when looking for love and 
romance. By juxtaposing these seemingly opposed relations, rural social media users are able to use 
these technologies to understand, capitalise on and challenge the notions of morality that underlie rural 
life.

Social Media in Rural China

This book explores the history of leisure in Chinese culture by tracing the development of Chinese 
philosophy and leisure values in Chinese tradition and civilization. It addresses the tremendous 
changes in Chinese society brought about by the country’s rapid economic development and the impact 
on Chinese culture and leisure. It considers the social, political and economic challenges facing China, 
from corruption to sharpening inequalities, from ecological crisis to the need for a revival of Chinese 
culture and for political democratization. It suggests that leisure can exert an invisible and formative 
influence on people’s lifestyle and value system and considers ongoing trends in the development of 
leisure activities as they relate to modern Chinese society and social reform.

Traditional Chinese Leisure Culture and Economic Development

In recent decades, Chinese cities have experienced profound social, economic and spatial trans-
formations. In particular, Chinese cities have witnessed the largest housing boom in history and 
unprecedented housing privatization. China now is a country of homeowners, with more than 70 per 
cent of urban residents owning homes, higher than many developed countries. This book shows how 
China’s spectacular housing success is not shared by all social groups, with rapidly rising housing 
inequality, and residential segregation increasingly prevalent in previously homogeneous Chinese 
cities. It focuses on the two extremes of the residential landscape, and reveals the stark contrast 
between low-income households who live in shacks in so-called ‘urban villages’ and the nouveaux 
riches who live in exclusive gated villa communities. Over four parts, the contributors look at the degree 
to which inequality affects Chinese cities, and the extent of residential differentiation; housing for the 
urban poor, and in particular, housing for migrants from rural China; housing for the rapidly expanding 
Chinese middle class and the new rich; and finally, governance in residential neighbourhoods. Housing 
Inequality in Chinese Cities presents theoretically informed and empirically grounded research into the 
polarized residential landscape in Chinese cities, and as such will be of great interest to students and 
scholars of Chinese studies, urban geography, urban sociology, and urban studies.

Housing Inequality in Chinese Cities

This book is about understanding, contextualizing and carrying out critical analyzes of the policies 
intended and/or implemented by the various public and private actors in urban public spaces, as well 
as the daily, or eventual, politics exercised by the organized civil society and by citizens. It presents a 
collection of contributions about the public space in different theoretical, conceptual and methodological 
approaches. Coming from different disciplines, the authors share an understanding about the need 
to analyze the uses and appropriations of the city by social subjects and groups as they represent 
difference and see the city as a place to share life experiences; as such, they argue, through their 
cases studies, that places of public use should be thought of and understood as concept and as social 
practice. As an analytic tool, the book offers a five-dimension model to explore how people relate to daily 
life activities and confront imposed inequalities in their meeting places, how they engage in individual 
and collective manifestations and/or how they symbolically appropriate public spaces in face of the late 
capitalism led by large corporations and globalization. Together the authors seek to contribute to a city 
of utopia, where all differences can be seen and dealt with in public spaces and where free individuals 
can present themselves and engage in a vita activa.

Urban Public Spaces

In this book the authors offer their unique perspectives on the important roles Chinese students 
and intellectuals played in the shaping of the twentieth-century China. Their answers to these pivotal 
questions explore new nationalistic spirit, modern world-views, and willingness of self-sacrifice, which 
had attributed to the spontaneous actions of the students as a “New Culture” emerged during the May 
Fourth Movement. These articles show how China nurtured these spontaneous student movements, 
even though the Nationalist Party in the Republic of China and the Communist Party in the People’s 



Republic had exerted tight control over schools. Both governments established organizations as well 
as operations among students that effectively turned some of the student movements into a political 
instrument by the parties for their own agenda.

A Century of Student Movements in China

This interdisciplinary collection of essays provides a broad, multifaceted examination of urbanization 
in China. The contributors also analyze the ways in which the Chinese Communist Party and the 
government have adapted and survived politically throughout the urbanization process.

Urbanization and Party Survival in China

The Lahu, with a population of around 470,000, inhabit the mountainous country in Yunnan Province 
bordering on Burma, Laos and northern Thailand. Buddhists, with a long history of resistance to the 
Chinese Han majority, the Lahu are currently facing a serious collapse of their traditional social system, 
with the highest suicide rate in the world, large scale human trafficking of their women, alcoholism and 
poverty. This book, based on extensive original research including long-term anthropological research 
among the Lahu, provides an overview of the traditional way of life of the Lahu, their social system, 
culture and beliefs, and discusses the ways in which these are changing. It shows how the Lahu are 
especially vulnerable because of their lack of political representatives and a state educated elite which 
can engage with, and be part of, the government administrative system. The Lahu are one of many 
relatively small ethnic minorities in China – overall the book provides an example of how the Chinese 
government approaches these relatively small ethnic minorities.

The Lahu Minority in Southwest China

This book examines the learning curve of the People's Supreme Court of China as an expanding 
Chinese national institution that has played a key role in the struggle for the rule of law in China. Within 
the unity of state administration and the requirements of the constitution, the court has negotiated 
the changing tension between politics and law through improvising new formats of interpretation and 
supervision in response to the changing priorities of revolution and market reform.

China's Supreme Court

"Providing a up-to-date, comprehensive analysis of the most critical aspects of the growth of HIV/AIDS 
in China, this book moves beyond biomedical explanations to link the epidemic to broader issues of 
economic and social development."--Publisher's description

HIV/AIDS in China - The Economic and Social Determinants

China today has the largest communist political regime and one of the most dynamic, fastest-growing, 
and largest economies in the world. Using a case study of China’s tobacco industry, this book analyses 
how the Chinese government was able to cultivate big state-owned firms that have successfully 
embraced the global market. The success of the Chinese economy and the many state-owned firms 
within it have given rise to a "Beijing Consensus," challenging almost every principle enshrined in the 
so-called "Washington Consensus" that espouses private ownership, free markets, and democracy. 
By examining two important political processes in contemporary China, ‘local state competition’ and 
‘global-market building’, the book argues that the first process serves as a crucial basis for the 
second. It illustrates how the local governments involved themselves in building and shaping the 
tobacco market throughout the 1980s and 1990s, and how these domestic market dynamics created 
conditions for China’s recent embrace of the international market. Offering an in-depth exploration 
of the political-economic processes in a key Chinese state industry, the book emphasizes that the 
key to understanding China’s political transition is to look at how the state has been shaped by its 
market-building projects both domestically and globally. It presents an important contribution to studies 
on Chinese Business and International Political Economy.

State-Market Interactions in China's Reform Era

Since the early 1990s the media and cultural fields in China have become increasingly commercialized, 
resulting in a massive boom in the cultural and entertainment industries. This evolution has also brought 
about fundamental changes in media behaviour and communication, and the enormous growth of 
entertainment culture and the extensive penetration of new media into the everyday lives of Chinese 



people. Against the backdrop of the rapid development of China’s media industry and the huge growth 
in social media, this book explores the emotional content and public discourse of popular media 
in contemporary China. It examines the production and consumption of blockbuster films, television 
dramas, entertainment television shows, and their corresponding online audience responses, and 
describes the affective articulations generated by cultural and media texts, audiences and social 
contexts. Crucially, this book focuses on the agency of audiences in consuming these media products, 
and the affective communications taking place in this process in order to address how and why popular 
culture and entertainment programs exert so much power over mass audiences in China. Indeed, 
Shuyu Kong shows how Chinese people have sought to make sense of the dramatic historical changes 
of the past three decades through their engagement with popular media, and how this process has 
created a cultural public sphere where social communication and public discourse can be launched 
and debated in aesthetic and emotional terms. Based on case studies that range from television drama 
to blockbuster films, and reality television programmes to social media sites, this book will be of great 
interest to students and scholars of Chinese culture and society, media and communication studies, 
film studies and television studies.

Popular Media, Social Emotion and Public Discourse in Contemporary China

Rural-urban migration within China has transformed and reshaped rural people’s lives during the past 
few decades, and has been one of the most visible phenomena of the economic reforms enacted 
since the late 1970s. Whilst Feminist scholars have addressed rural women’s experience of struggle 
and empowerment in urban China, in contrast, research on rural men’s experience of migration is a 
neglected area of study. In response, this book seeks to address the absence of male migrant workers 
as a gendered category within the current literature on rural-urban migration. Examining Chinese male 
migrant workers’ identity formation, this book explores their experience of rural-urban migration and 
their status as an emerging sector of a dislocated urban working class. It seeks to understand issues of 
gender and class through the rural migrant men’s narratives within the context of China’s modernization, 
and provides an in-depth analysis of how these men make sense of their new lives in the rapidly 
modernizing, post-Mao China with its emphasis on progress and development. Further, this book uses 
the men’s own narratives to challenge the elite assumption that rural men’s low status is a result of 
their failure to adopt a modern urban identity and lifestyle. Drawing on interviews with 28 male rural 
migrants, Xiaodong Lin unpacks the gender politics of Chinese men and masculinities, and in turn 
contributes to a greater understanding of global masculinities in an international context. This book 
will be of great interest to students and scholars working in the fields of Chinese culture and society, 
gender studies, migration studies, sociology and social anthropology. Shortlisted for this year's BSA 
Philip Abrams Memorial Prize.

Gender, Modernity and Male Migrant Workers in China

This book explores how Confucian thought, which was the ideological underpinning of traditional, 
imperial China, is being developed and refined into a New Confucianism relevant for the twenty-first 
century. It traces the development of Confucian thought, examines significant new texts, and shows 
how New Confucianism relates to various spheres of life, how it informs views on key philosophical 
issues, and how it affects personal conduct. Starting by exploring the philosophical and ideological 
principles of New Confucianism, the book goes on to explain how New Confucianism is a collective 
process of continuous creation and recreation, an incessant and evolving discourse. It argues that New 
Confucianism, unlike its earlier manifestation, is more accommodating of a plurality of ideologies in the 
world; and that understanding Confucianism and how it is developing is essential for understanding 
contemporary China.

New Confucianism in Twenty-First Century China

This book traces the development of Taiwan’s relations with its diplomatic partners and its policy 
towards the political opponents of its political opponent - mainland China. Paying particular attention to 
the powers that could exercise great influence in the future of East Asia, China-Taiwan Relations in a 
Global Context examines the main diplomatic strategies of Taiwan and its counterparts and the major 
problems for Taiwanese foreign relations. To date there is very little scholarship which examines the 
‘Taiwan Issue’ outside of the triangular Beijing-Washington-Taipei framework, this book does exactly 
that. The contributors examine the development of Taiwan’s relationship with less prominent countries 
and governments, and attempt to ascertain how such examinations could give rise to new variables that 



help explain the strategy and purpose of Taiwan’s foreign policy, as well as the reaction and response of 
mainland China. This book provides readers with vital information about Taiwan’s foreign policymaking 
and introduces rarely told stories about Taiwan’s foreign relations. The research demonstrates the 
ceaseless and unyielding diplomatic efforts of the Taiwanese for survival in a shrunken international 
space and renders for readers a better understanding of the complexity of Taiwan’s relations with the 
rest of the world. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in Taiwan studies, Chinese politics, 
Cross-Strait relations and Asian foreign policy.

China-Taiwan Relations in a Global Context

This edited volume presents fresh empirical research on the emerging outcomes of China’s law reforms. 
The chapters examine China’s ‘going out’ policy by addressing the ways in which the underpinning 
legal reforms enable China to pursue its core interests and broad international responsibilities as a 
rising power. The contributors consider China’s civil and commercial law reforms against the economic 
backdrop of an outflow of Chinese capital into strategic assets outside her own borders. This movement 
of capital has become an intriguing phenomenon for both ongoing economic reform and its largely 
unheralded underpinning law reforms. The contributors ask probing questions about doing business 
with China and highlight the astonishing escalation of China’s outbound foreign direct investment 
(OFDI). Law and Policy for China's Market Socialism includes contributions from leading China-law 
scholars and specialist practitioners from the People’s Republic of China, Hong Kong, the United States, 
the United Kingdom and other countries who all extend the examination of powerful influences on 
China’s law reforms into new areas. Given the forecast for the growth of China’s domestic market, those 
wishing to gain a better understanding and seeking success in the world's most dynamic marketplace 
will benefit greatly from reading this book. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 
Chinese economics and business, Chinese Law, Chinese politics and commercial law.

Law and Policy for China's Market Socialism

As a nineteenth-century commercial development, the alleyway house was a hybrid of the traditional 
Chinese courtyard house and the Western terraced one. Unique to Shanghai, the alleyway house was a 
space where the blurring of the boundaries of public and private life created a vibrant social community. 
In recent years however, the city’s rapid redevelopment has meant that the alleyway house is being 
destroyed, and this book seeks to understand it in terms of the lifestyle it engendered for those who 
called it home, whilst also looking to the future of the alleyway house. Based on groundwork research, 
this book examines the Shanghai alleyway house in light of the complex history of the city, especially 
during the colonial era. It also explores the history of urban form (and governance) in China in order 
to question how the Eastern and Western traditions combined in Shanghai to produce a unique and 
dynamic housing typology. Construction techniques and different alleyway house sub-genres are also 
examined, as is the way of life they engendered, including some of the side-effects of alleyway house 
life, such as the literature it inspired, both foreign and local, as well as the portrayal of life in the laneways 
as seen in films set in the city. The book ends by posing the question: what next for the alleyway 
house? Does it even have a future, and if so, what lies ahead for this rapidly vanishing typology? This 
interdisciplinary book will be welcomed by students and scholars of Chinese studies, architecture and 
urban development, as well as history and literature.

The Shanghai Alleyway House

Unlike many studies of social attitudes, which are based on large scale quantitative surveys, or which 
focus on the attitude of elites, this book considers the views of ordinary people, and is based on 
in-depth, qualitative interviews. This approach results in rich, nuanced data, and is especially helpful 
for highlighting ambivalent attitudes, where respondents may hold positive and negative views on a 
particular topic, views which are liable to change. The book examines attitudes on a range of subjects 
of current importance, including views on nationalism and internationalism, housing preferences, and 
educational ambitions. Throughout, the book explores how far attitudes are influenced by traditional 
Chinese values or by the neo-liberal outlook fostered by recent reforms, and concludes that materialism 
and individualism have increased.

Social Attitudes in Contemporary China

In China, the central government has the political will to control organized crime, which is seen as 
a national security threat. The crux of the problem is how to control local governments that have 



demonstrated lax enforcement without sufficient regulation from the provincial governments. The 
development of prostitution, underground gambling and narcotics production has become so serious 
that the central government has to rely on anti-crime campaigns to combat these "three evils". This book 
explores the specific role of government institutions and agencies, notably the police, in controlling 
organised and cross-border crime in Greater China. Drawing heavily on original empirical data, it 
compares the both the states of the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan, as well as city-states 
Hong Kong and Macao. This region has become increasingly economically integrated, and human 
interactions have been enhanced through improved trade relations, tourism, and increased individual 
freedom. The book argues that the regime capacity of crime control across Greater China has been 
expanded through regional and international police cooperation as well as anti-crime campaigns. It 
suggests that a strong central state in China is necessary to rein in the local states and to prevent 
the risk of deteriorating into a political-criminal nexus. Focusing on regime capacity in crime control, 
regime autonomy from crime groups, and regime legitimacy in the fight against organized crime, 
this thought-provoking book will be of great interest to students and scholars of Chinese politics and 
criminology more broadly.

The Politics of Controlling Organized Crime in Greater China

In the West, innovations in new public management (NPM) have been regarded as part of the neoliberal 
project, whilst in China, these reforms have emerged from a very different economic and social 
landscape. Despite these differences however, similar measures to those introduced in the West have 
been adopted by the Chinese state, which has largely abandoned the planned economy and adopted 
market mechanisms in the pursuit of improved economic efficiency and growth. Evaluating the results 
of these reforms in both China and the West between 1978 and 2011, this book shows that despite 
substantial improvements in economic efficiency in both cases under consideration, there have been 
considerable negative impacts on the distribution of wealth, access to public services, levels of poverty, 
public health, and the incidence of crime. Further, this book explores the different results of NPM in 
China and the West and the conclusions Paolo Urio draws have timely significance, as he suggests 
that China has been able to change its policies more rapidly and thus more effectively respond to the 
challenges posed by the current economic crisis. Drawing on both Western and Chinese sources, this 
innovative book compares the consequences of their public management reforms, taking into account 
the impact on both the economy and society. As such, this book will be of great interest to students and 
scholars working in the fields of Chinese studies, Asian studies, business, economics, strategic public 
management and comparative studies in capitalism and socialism.

China, the West and the Myth of New Public Management

Despite operating in one of the most tightly controlled media environments in the world, Chinese 
journalists sometimes take extraordinary risks, braving the perils of job loss or imprisonment to report 
sensitive stories. As a result, a group of journalists stands at the forefront of some of China’s most 
dramatic social and political changes. This book is the first to systematically explore why some Chinese 
journalists decide to challenge Communist Party power holders and the censorship system. Based on 
18 months of fieldwork, interviews with over 70 Chinese journalists and academics and analysis of 
nearly 20,000 Chinese newspaper articles, it investigates the motivation behind news workers who 
often brave the perils of challenging an authoritarian system. Rather than being driven by commercial 
pressures or financial inducements, the book suggests that many aggressive journalists push the limits 
of acceptable coverage because of their sense of public spirit and their professional role orientation. 
It argues that ultimately, these advocate journalists matter because they challenge specific policies 
and are changing China, one article at a time. By investigating these path-breaking journalists, the 
book engages with literature across the social sciences on contentious politics and social movements, 
political communication, media theory and the sociology of professions. Therefore, it will be of great 
interest to students and scholars of Chinese Studies, Politics and Media Studies.

China's Unruly Journalists

Over the past three decades, China’s economic structure, direction and international presence have 
undergone a dramatic transformation. This rapid rise and China’s enormous success in economic 
terms has created new challenges, and this book examines how the Chinese economy can continue 
to flourish, whilst at the same time protecting the environment and giving people more equal access 
to the benefits of the country’s economic development. Examining the key issues surrounding China's 



continued sustainable development, in economic, political, social and more traditional environmental 
terms, this book assesses the costs of China's rapid development to date and in turn asks whether 
this can be maintained. The contributors show that the idea of sustainable development must take 
into account more than just the physical environment, and that there are additional problems relating 
to the sustainability of China’s economic growth that are much more complicated. Divided into two 
broad sections, the book looks first at the broader issues of sustainability in China, before turning 
to the more classic idea of sustainability, that of the environment. In doing so, the contributors show 
that sustainability is a far more complex phenomenon than is often assumed, and that economic and 
social sustainability are inherently linked to linked to environmental sustainability. Dealing with what 
are arguably the greatest challenges facing China today, this book will be will be of great interests to 
students and scholars of Chinese studies, Chinese economics and Chinese politics, as well as those 
interested in development studies and sustainable development more broadly.

Sustainable Development in China

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, more than 80% of 
world’s fish stocks are fully exploited, over-exploited, depleted, or recovering from depletion. Although 
several international agreements have promoted more responsible fisheries, coastal states have 
usually maintained national policies that enable higher harvest levels rather than greater conservation 
of fish stocks, and international agreements for more responsible fisheries have generally experienced 
a weak domestic implementation. Among the major coastal fishing states, China constitutes the largest 
fish producer and main exporter in the world, and therefore presents a fascinating case-study for the 
domestic implementation of international fisheries agreements. This book investigates the degree to 
which China has complied with the international agreements it has signed, and asks why it is failing to 
meet expectations. Crucially, it calls for greater emphasis on the political, rather than technical, issues 
involved in the implementation of international regimes. In turn, it examines how understanding the case 
of China can help us to develop solutions for improved international compliance in the future. Providing 
an improved understanding of the implementation of international regimes, alongside an in-depth 
study of China’s political system, policy-making and compliance, this book will be of great interest to 
students and scholars of Chinese studies, international relations, public policy, and international law 
and environmental studies. It will also be useful for policy makers working in the fields of environmental 
regulation and fisheries management.

International Regimes in China

As China began its economic reforms in the late 1970s and made a transition from planned to a 
market economy, corporate governance of the banking sector became an increasingly pressing issue. 
Further, in the aftermath of the Asian Financial Crises in the late 1990s, Chinese authorities became 
acutely aware of the importance of corporate governance to ensure that their banking system would not 
suffer similar fates to those of other Asian countries. This book examines corporate governance in city 
commercial banks, which are the main source of loans to the dynamic small and medium enterprises 
that are crucial to the development of China’s economy. By the end of 2008, there were 136 city 
commercial banks in China, 13 of which had foreign partners, and this book clearly demonstrates the 
positive effect of these foreign partnerships on corporate governance practices, in addition to financial 
performance. With evidence from extensive interviews with 10 city commercial banks in China, Michael 
Tan explores the different models of corporate governance, and in turn, asks which model is most 
suitable to China, how are Chinese authorities overcoming problems with corporate governance, and 
how do these problems compare with those in other transition economies? Whilst the primary focus 
of this study is on China's city commercial banks, there are lessons that apply much more broadly to 
the industry and it therefore will be invaluable to foreign banking institutions wishing to invest in China. 
This book will also be of great appeal to students and scholars of Chinese business and economics, 
corporate governance and banking.

Corporate Governance and Banking in China

Since the late 1970s, China’s move towards neoliberalism has made it not only one of the world’s 
fastest growing economies, but also one of the most polarised states. This economic, social and 
political transformation has led to the emergence of a new Chinese middle class, and understanding the 
development and the role of this new social group is crucial to understanding contemporary Chinese 
society. Investigating the new politics of the middle class in China, this book addresses three major 



questions. First, how does the Chinese state deal with problems of national sovereignty and political 
representation to create the middle class both as a legitimate category of the people and as an ideal 
norm of citizenship? Second, how does the recognition of the middle class norm take place in the 
practice of everyday life? Finally, what kind of risks does the politics of the middle class generate 
not only for middle class subjects but also for the disenfranchised? In answering these questions, 
this book examines a set of practices, bodies of knowledge, measures, and institutions that aim to 
manage, govern, control, and orient the behaviours, gestures, and thoughts of Chinese citizens. This 
investigation contributes not only to the understanding of the Chinese middle class society but also 
to the scholarly debate over the relationship between governmental apparatuses, subjectification, and 
life-building. Drawing on ethnographic information, historical archives, and the media, this book will be 
of great interest to students and scholars working in the fields of Chinese studies, Chinese politics, 
ethnic studies and urban studies, as well as those interested in culture, society, class and welfare.

The Middle Class in Neoliberal China

China’s economic reforms have brought the country both major international clout and widespread 
domestic prosperity. At the same time, the reforms have led to significant social upheaval, particularly 
manifest in labour relations. Each year, several thousand disputes break out over working conditions, 
many of them violent, and the Chinese state has responded with both legal and political strategies. 
This book investigates how Chinese governments have used law, and other forms of regulation, to 
govern working conditions and combat labour disputes. Starting from the early years of the Republican 
period, the book traces the evolution of the law of work in modern China right up to the reforms of 
the present day. It considers the structure of Chinese work law, drawing on both Chinese and Western 
scholarship to provide new insights into its unique features and assess where the law is innovative 
and where it is stagnant and unresponsive. The authors explore the various legal and extra-legal 
techniques successive Chinese governments have adopted to enforce work law and the responses 
of firms, workers and organizations to these practices.

Law and Fair Work in China

This book offers the first exploration into the development of social enterprises in the Greater China 
region, consisting of Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan and Mainland China. By drawing on the research 
and experience of over a dozen scholars and practitioners from across the area, it offers a picture of 
how a strong State can play an important role as a catalyst in developing the social entrepreneurship 
sector, particularly by legitimizing it. It delves into the role and impact of institutions and policy on 
the development of social enterprises, and explains how micro and macro factors might interact in 
influencing social entrepreneurship. Structured in two parts – policy and cases – it reveals the historical 
development of the Social enterprises sector in the Chinese context and then illustrates this using 
cases studies. Providing an alternative view of social entrepreneurship by highlighting the importance 
of context in this new sector, the book questions whether or not social entrepreneurship is preferable 
to more conventional models of development. Sparking new interest and offering fresh insight into 
social entrepreneurship in the Greater China region, this book will be useful to students and scholars 
of Chinese Studies, Business Studies and Sociology.

Social Entrepreneurship in the Greater China Region

The decisions that shape the policy of weapons procurement are an important area of national security 
policy. This is all the more true for China, which during recent decades has vacillated between different 
sources and directions of military build-up. This book explores the politics of military procurement 
in China under the successive leaderships of Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao. It shows 
how China’s political and military leaders have sought to adjust military procurement policy to meet 
China's strategic objectives, to relate it to non-military needs, to strike a balance between the import of 
weapons and indigenous production, and to determine the connections between hardware and other 
components of military power. Exploring in detail five major shifts in the nation’s military procurement, 
it traces the considerations and negotiations among China's civilian and military leaderships. By 
doing so, it offers both a conceptual framework and empirical grounds for evaluating the factors that 
shape China's military procurement directions, as well as their limitations, prospects, and operational 
implications. As the first book to study comprehensively and systematically the attributes shaping 
China's military procurement, it will be of great interest to students and scholars of Chinese politics, 
Chinese history and military and strategic studies.

China's Military Procurement in the Reform Era



This book analyses public sector reform comprehensively in all parts of China’s public sector – 
government bureaucracy, public service units and state-owned enterprises. It argues that reform of the 
public sector has become an issue of great concern to the Chinese leaders, who realize that efficient 
public administration is key to securing the regime’s governing capacity and its future survival. The 
book shows how thinking about public sector reform has shifted in recent decades from a quantitative 
emphasis on 'small government', which involved the reduction in size of what was perceived as a 
bloated bureaucracy, to an emphasis on the quality of governance, which may result in an increase in 
public sector personnel. The book shows how, although Western ideas about public sector reform have 
had an impact, Chinese government continues to be best characterized as 'state capitalism', with the 
large state-owned enterprises continuing to play an important – and increasing – role in the economy 
and in business. However, state-owned enterprises no longer provide care for large numbers of people 
from the cradle to the grave – finding an alternative, efficient way of delivering basic welfare and health 
care is the big challenge facing China’s public sector.

Globalization and Public Sector Reform in China

Hong Kong is a global city-state under the sovereignty of the People’s Republic of China, and is 
home to around 250,000 Muslims practicing Islam. However existing studies of the Muslim-majority 
communities in Asia and the Northwest China largely ignore the Muslim community in Hong Kong. 
Islam and China’s Hong Kong skillfully fills this gap, and investigates how ethnic and Chinese-speaking 
Muslims negotiate their identities and the increasing public attention to Islam in Hong Kong. Examining 
a range of issues and challenges facing Muslims in Hong Kong, this book focuses on the three different 
diasporic Muslim communities and reveals the city-state’s triple Islamic heritage and distinctive Islamic 
culture. It begins with the transition from the colonial to the post-colonial era, and explores how this 
has impacted on the experiences of the Muslim diaspora, and the ways this shift has compelled the 
community to adapt to Chinese nationalism whilst forging greater links with the Gulf. Then with reference 
to the rise of new media and technology, the book examines the heightened presence of Islam in 
the Chinese public sphere, alongside the emergence of Chinese Islamic websites which have sought 
to balance transnational Muslim solidarity and sensitivity towards Chinese government’s concern of 
external extremism. Finally, it concludes by investigating Hong Kong’s growing awareness of the Muslim 
minorities’ demands for Islamic religious education, and how this links with the city-state’s aspiration 
to become the new gateway for Islamic finance. Indeed, Wai Yip Ho posits that Hong Kong is now 
shifting from its role as the broker that bridged East and West during the Cold War, to that of a new 
meditator between China and the Middle East. Drawing on extensive ethnographic research, this book 
thoughtfully charts a new area of inquiry, and as such will be welcomed by students and scholars of 
Chinese studies, Islamic studies, Asian studies and ethnicity studies.

Islam and China's Hong Kong

An upsurge in violence between Uyghur and Han in China’s far western region of Xinjiang has 
gained increased media and academic attention in recent years as was evidenced in the July 2009 
riots. Numbering over eight million, the Uyghur are China’s fifth-largest minority nationality, and their 
mounting aspiration for obtaining more autonomy has contributed to the recent ethnic conflicts in the 
region. This book looks at those who are seeking to preserve the Uyghur identity, and support the 
secession of Xinjiang from China in order to create their own independent state by exploring the 
global operations and sister groups of the Uyghur diaspora umbrella organization, the World Uyghur 
Congress (WUC). It examines the networks of the WUC, the coalitions it has formed, the strategies 
the organization pursues to raise public awareness about Uyghur issues around the globe, and looks 
at the actors that have emerged as key players in the contemporary WUC network. Further, this book 
shows that the Uyghur lobby is not a unified movement, but that the local groups that it consists of are 
highly constrained by the broader domestic politics of their host countries, a fact which has a significant 
impact on the lobby’s ability to realize its strategic and political ambitions. In turn, Yu-Wen Chen gauges 
the impact of the WUC on public opinion and policymakers in the world’s democracies, and shows 
how since Uyghur organizations have been given legitimacy by liberal democracies and international 
governmental organizations, they can no longer be considered merely splintered members of a far-flung 
diaspora locked in a one-sided struggle with Beijing. Indeed, Uyghur activists can and do use their 
hard-won legitimacy as legal migrants and asylum seekers to influence politics in their host countries. 
This unique and timely study reveals how an issue concerning a Chinese minority has been catapulted 
onto the wider global political stage, and as such, it will be of great interest to students and scholars 



working on Chinese politics, the Uyghur issue, and minority and ethnic politics, social movements, 
human rights, and international politics more broadly.

The Uyghur Lobby

This book provides first-hand, insiders’ perspectives on urban issues in China, aiming to provide a 
theoretically informed and empirically rich discussion of the new social landscape of contemporary 
urban China. Focusing on, but not limiting its scope to southern China, this volume’s rich ethnographic 
research and advanced survey-based quantitative analysis will appeal to students of urban issues in 
contemporary China, as well as the broader scholarly communities of area studies, urban studies, and 
urban sociology.

The Emergence of a New Urban China

This book explores how the labour and leisure lives of people in contemporary rural China have been 
structured and transformed, discussing the changing dynamics of power relations both between and 
within genders, and in local (village and family/household) and remote (the state and market) contexts. 
It combines perspectives from sociology, gender studies, social history and demography to investigate 
the changes and continuities in the lives of women and men in Lianhe, a rural village in central China, 
examining the period from 1926 to 2013 through the lens of labour and leisure. Employing methods 
from the field of ethnography, the research focuses on the life stories of three generations, including 
57 women in Lianhe. The book develops a ‘double comparison’ analytical framework to compare the 
organisation of labour and leisure in the three respective generations, proceeding, on the one hand, 
diachronically along the historical time, that is, the pre-collective era, collective era and reform era, 
and synchronically along the women’s life stages on the other. In so doing, the book links women’s 
shifting role in changing family/household forms with broader socio-economic, political, demographic 
and cultural changes. Moreover, it employs a holistic perspective to reflect changing patterns in 
women’s labour and leisure by disrupting the remunerated/unremunerated, home/labour, within/outside 
household and labour/leisure dichotomies, and exploring the interrelations between them. Based on 
this, the book then identifies the determinants of rural women’s labour and leisure and reveals the 
women’s experiences of their changing identities, particularly concerning their relationships with their 
parents (-in-law), sisters (-in-law), husbands and children. Particularly highlighting the interdependence 
and inequality among women, it also reveals their own perception of their identities and relationships, 
and their understanding of husband–wife fairness and gender equality. Lastly, it demonstrates that the 
prevalent androcentrism in the remote world does not match the increasing husband–wife fairness in 
the local world and argues that this mismatch has caused the complex and paradoxical experiences 
and subjectivities of these women. Given its scope, the book is of interest to scholars, students and 
researchers in the fields of sociology, anthropology, gender and development, as well as a general 
audience looking to explore contemporary rural China.

Transforming the Gendered Organisation of Labour and Leisure

This book presents exciting new research from a diverse group of China-based social scientists. 
Each chapter offers exciting new data and fresh insights on a broad variety of essential topics in 
contemporary urban politics and society.

Urban Chinese Governance, Contention, and Social Control in the New Millennium
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