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We provide the entire full version Arthur W Upfield Crime Fiction for free, exclusively 
here.

The Spirit of Australia

In the world of crime fiction, Arthur W. Upfield stands among the giants. His detective-inspector 
Napoleon Bonaparte, is one of the most memorable of all crime fighters. Upfield was an independent, 
fiercely self-assertive ex-Britisher, who loved Australia, especially the Outback. In many ways Upfield 
became Outback Australia—the “Spirit of Australia.”

Breakaway House

Harry Tremayne, a policeman, goes to an isolated valley in the remote Murchison region of Western 
Australia to find his brother - who vanished a month earlier while investigating the murder of a police 
detective. Do the gold smugglers at Breakaway House hold the answers to the mystery? First published 
as a serial in the Perth Daily News in 1932, the real setting for the book is Mt Magnet, about 150k north 
of Perth, deep in gold country. 'It is somewhat less intense and less effective than the books in the 
Bony series, but it is successful as an early effort of Upfield's treatment of the Australian outback.' - 
Ray Browne, The Spirit of Australia

Venom House

The Answerth family's mansion seems to deserve its nickname of Venom House - perhaps because 
of its forbidding setting, an island in the centre of a man-made lake, its treacherous waters studded 
by the skeletons of long-dead trees. Perhaps it's because of the unquiet ghosts of the Aboriginals 
slaughtered by the Answerth ancestors. Whatever the reason, most people are content to give Venom 
House and its occupants a wide berth... until a couple of corpses turn up in the lake... The strength of 
Upfield's accomplishment in this book is so overwhelming it makes the reader cower. The characters 
are well-developed, the conversation vernacular for the Australian outback, and the development 
compelling. The story is the nearest Upfield comes to a story that would have made Edgar Allen Poe 
envious, Upfield maintains a kind of corpse-like humour which is very amusing... The whole book is 
first-class Upfield and first-class crime fiction. - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne.

Bony Buys a Woman
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Deep in Australia's outback, a woman has been murdered, her daughter vanished. Ole Fren Yorky, a 
crazy wanderer, is known to have been in the area, and his footprints have been identified near the 
body. When he too disappears, even the Aboriginal trackers are baffled. Bony's approach changes 
everything... It becomes one of Bony's great adventures... He pictures the merits of Aboriginal society. 
And he uses weather - in this case the threatening rising of the lake - to picture man's heroic stature. 
The setting, the events, the pace of telling the story, the style of telling it - all combine to make this a 
tight, effective crime novel. - From The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne.

The New Shoe

The nude body of a man is discovered entombed in the walls of Split Point Lighthouse on the south-east 
coast of Australia. Inspector Bonaparte wonders why a coffin is moved at night, who was the girl 
struggling with Dick Lake on the cliff tops, and what caused the Bully Buccaneers to deal in death. 
An ordinary policeman could afford to fail, but Bony, never... The story takes place at Split Point, 80 
miles between Anglesea and Lorne... The story is enlivened - and made more stark by contrast - by a 
series of Dickensian characters who are unexcelled in Upfield and perhaps elsewhere as well. Despite 
the solemnity of the occasion for the visit, Upfield maintains a kind of corpse-like humour which is very 
amusing... The whole book is first-class Upfield and first-class crime fiction. - from The Spirit of Australia 
by Ray Browne

Murder Down Under

DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of "Murder Down Under" by Arthur W. Upfield. 
DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has 
been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as 
well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves 
as a classic of world literature.

Cake in the Hat Box

Sinister stones... On a lonely dirt road in Western Australia a police jeep is found. In it is Constable 
Stenhouse - shot dead. His Aboriginal tracker has disappeared. Enter Inspector Bonaparte, who soon 
realizes that he is not alone in his search for the criminal. The local Aboriginal tribe is seeking vengeance 
too... Fascinating in its treatment of outback life, and reveals clearly the weakness Bony has for young 
women and for people in the cattle stations who have been abused by life and events. All in all, it is a 
creditable production. - From The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne.

Murder Must Wait

In the little town of Mitford, New South Wales, four babies have been stolen - all boys, all under three 
months old, and all apparently neglected by their mothers. The local police have given up and the 
trail is cold. Then a fifth child vanishes, and the mother is found dead next to the empty cot. Inspector 
Bonaparte is called in, first to find the missing children, and only then to solve the murder... Bony - a 
unique figure among top-flight detectives. - BBC

The Battling Prophet

Detective-Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte is on leave, staying with an old friend near Adelaide. Ben 
Wickham, a meteorologist whose uncannily accurate weather forecasts had helped farmers all over 
Australia, lived nearby. Ben died after a three-week drinking binge and a doctor certified death as due 
to delirium tremens - but Bony's host insists that whatever Ben died of it wasn't alcohol... This is an 
unusual crime story for Upfield, but, revealing the vast range of his interests, it is one of the better ones 
... Constable Alice McGorr returns and is at her strongest and most profane best ... she is extraordinary, 
and should be appreciated as one of his major creations. - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne. 
Bony - a unique figure among top-flight detectives - BBC

Investigating Arthur Upfield

Arthur Upfield created Detective Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte (Bony) who features in twenty-nine 
novels written from the 1920s to the the 1960s, mostly set in the Australian Outback. He was the first 
Australian professional writer of crime detection novels. Upfield arrived in Australia from England on 
4 November 1911, and this collection of twenty-two critical essays by academics and scholars has 



been published to celebrate the centenary of his arrival. The essays were all written after Upfield’s 
death in 1964 and provide a wide range of responses to his fiction. The contributors, from Australia, 
Europe and the United States, include journalist Pamela Ruskin who was Upfield’s agent for fifteen 
years, anthropologists, literary scholars, pioneers in the academic study of popular culture such as 
John G. Cawelti and Ray B. Browne, and novelists Tony Hillerman and Mudrooroo whose own works 
have been inspired by Upfield’s. The collection sheds light on the extent and nature of critical responses 
to Upfield over time, demonstrates the type of recognition he has received and highlights the way in 
which different preoccupations and critical trends have dealt with his work. The essays provide the 
basis for an assessment of Upfield’s place not only in the international annals of crime fiction but also 
in the literary and cultural history of Australia.

Australian Crime Fiction

Australian crime fiction has grown from the country's origins as an 18th-century English prison colony. 
Early stories focused on escaped convicts becoming heroic bush rangers, or how the system mistreated 
those who were wrongfully convicted. Later came thrillers about wealthy free settlers and lawless 
gold-seekers, and urban crime fiction, including Fergus Hume's 1887 international best-seller The 
Mystery of a Hansom Cab, set in Melbourne. The 1980s saw a surge of private-eye thrillers, popular in 
a society skeptical of police. Twenty-first century authors have focused on policemen--and increasingly 
policewomen--and finally indigenous crime narratives. The author explores in detail this rich but little 
known national subgenre.

Arthur W. Upfield

Both Australia and Arthur W. Upfield (1890-1964) matured together. At the start of the last century, 
Upfield emigrated to Australia as that nation was gaining independence and identity. The Gallipoli 
campaign changed both, and both spent the next decades in pursuit of identity, he wandering, Australia 
finding its own unique place among nations. Arthur W. Upfield lived a life many might envy: unsuccessful 
student, immigrant (1911), walker, horse breaker and camel driver, soldier, Bushman, fence rider, 
journalist, intelligence officer, explorer, novelist, swordfisherman, and creator of bi-racial Detective 
Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte, “Bony”, in novels rivaling the popularity of Sherlock Holmes. Caught 
between two worlds, like his fictional character, Upfield was thoroughly English and yet also an 
Australian nationalist describing Outback Australia to the world through his part Aboriginal character. 
Famous novelists including Tony Hillerman and Stan Jones, to name only two, found a detective model 
in “Bony”. Australia developed quickly after the Second World War, and Upfield, too, was successful 
after years of tea, chops and damper, chasing “rabbit, ‘roo and dog”. As Australia developed, Upfield’s 
Bush, his “Australia Proper”, slowly succumbed to modernization. After the war, Upfield left the Bush to 
become a successful writer eventually to be published in a wide range of languages and selling books 
in the millions of copies. The biography relies on letters, papers, and public documents of the period, 
in Australia, England and America, many unexplored before now, in order to understand the story of 
his life and that of his true homeland, Australia.

The Mountains Have a Secret

In the Grampian Mountains, two girl hitch-hikers have disappeared without trace, and the policeman 
sent to investigate has been murdered. Bonaparte visits the lonely hotel where the girls were last 
seen, and meets up with the suave proprietor, his strangely terrified father, an ex-US paratrooper with 
a penchant for knife-throwing, and a talking parrot… All in all, this is a high suspense drama, and a 
fine Upfield story. - From The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne. Bony - a unique figure among top-flight 
detectives - BBC

The Will of the Tribe

It is in a harsh and eerie landscape - the crater formed by the meteor they called "The Stranger" - that 
another stranger is found... dead. In an area where the presence of every outsider is announced by 
the bush telegraph, how had this man passed unreported? Who was he? How had he died? No tracks 
around the crater and no stranger in town. It soon becomes obvious to Bony that both the locals and the 
Aboriginals are guarding a secret - untill the will of the Tribe breaks their silence... This is undoubtedly 
Upfield's strongest book, for a number of reasons: 1) Bony is at his best in his detective work; 2) Upfield 
is at his best in studying the social and cultural situations of the white and the Aboriginals; 3) though 
the physical setting is less intense than in some other works, it is strong here; 4) Upfield's symbolism 



- especially in the use of the metaphor of clothes vs nakedness - is extraordinarily complex. There is 
no doubt that this particular book is a masterpiece in every way. - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray 
Browne.

The Will of the Tribe

It is in a harsh and eerie landscape - the crater formed by the meteor they called "The Stranger" - that 
another stranger is found... dead. In an area where the presence of every outsider is announced by 
the bush telegraph, how had this man passed unreported? Who was he? How had he died? No tracks 
around the crater and no stranger in town. It soon becomes obvious to Bony that both the locals and the 
Aboriginals are guarding a secret - untill the will of the Tribe breaks their silence... This is undoubtedly 
Upfield's strongest book, for a number of reasons: 1) Bony is at his best in his detective work; 2) Upfield 
is at his best in studying the social and cultural situations of the white and the Aboriginals; 3) though 
the physical setting is less intense than in some other works, it is strong here; 4) Upfield's symbolism 
- especially in the use of the metaphor of clothes vs nakedness - is extraordinarily complex. There is 
no doubt that this particular book is a masterpiece in every way. - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray 
Brown.

Pioneers in Popular Culture Studies

The Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association found a fixed canon and revolutionized 
the study of the humanities and social sciences in the United States and around the world by making 
that canon fluid. The full ramifications of this revolt against traditional academia not finished nor fully 
understood. This is a record of the goals and accomplishments of the pioneers in this field. The essays 
recall the barriers that the first pop culture scholars faced and tracks their achievements.

The Beach of Atonement

This is the story of a man who shot his wife's lover and thus created a memory which wrecked his own 
life. Arnold Dudley loved his wife and killed the man who stole her from him. Hunted by justice, pursued 
by bitter remorse, he fled to a stretch of beach on the Australian coast and lived in utter loneliness. 
When almost driven to madness by the solitude, he meets two women, who strive to re-build his broken 
life... First published in 1930, by the creator of Bony, the Aboriginal detective.

Bony and the Black Virgin

When Inspector Bonaparte is called to the drought-stricken outback sheep station he finds that two 
men have been savagely beaten to death. Clues are scarce in this sun-baked, sand-blown country, but 
Bony's understanding of the bush and the people who live there - both black and white - leads him 
inexorably towards the killer… When Upfield gets down to the point of interracial sexual relations, he in 
effect is writing on one of the topics closest to his heart. Here his picture is unusually poignant. Caught 
in the iron grip of separation from his kind, of loneliness, of sexual attraction, Eric Downer is a victim 
of life... - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne.

Madman's Bend

If any man was ever born to be murdered, it was William Lush - a hated drunk who disappeared after 
beating his wife to death. Plenty of men had the opportunity to murder Lush, some the means, none 
the motive. Jill Madden, his pretty step-daughter, had all three... When Lush disappears, Inspector 
Bonaparte must look for a body - and the murderer - before the Darling River rises to flood level… This 
novel is one of Upfield's major accomplishments... Bony's determined search no matter where guilt 
falls is fascinating... This book is Upfield at his best. - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne.

Mr Jelly's Business

Murder down under. The car lies wrecked and abandoned near the world's longest fence, the "rab-
bit-proof fence" in the wheat belt of Western Australia. There is no sign of its owner. Has George Loftus 
simply decamped, for reasons of his own? Or was it murder? Bonaparte suspects the worst and is 
determined to find the body - and the murderer. This novel is filled with Upfield's own philosophy about 
what creates murderers. We also find out a lot about Aboriginal tracking methods, as well as more 
information about Bony's family background. - Mysteries in Paradise



The Bone is Pointed

Jack Anderson was a big man with a foul temper, a sadist and a drunk. Five months after his horse 
appeared riderless, no trace of the man has surfaced and no one seems to care. But Bony is determined 
to follow the cold trail and smoke out some answers.

Winds of Evil

A cypher that looked like a child's game of noughts-and-crosses; a strip of hessian bag; the rhythmic 
clanging sound of the turning windmill suddenly breaking the silence of the night; the minister who 
seemed out of place as a churchman: these were some of the more puzzling aspects of the case of 
the murdered swagman noticed by the keen eyes of Robert Burns, alias Detective-Inspector Napoleon 
Bonaparte, alias "Bony". Our distinctive student of violence arrives incognito at Merino, in western New 
South Wales, and, as a first move, provokes the local sergeant to lock him up. The method in Bony's 
madness is that while serving a semi-detention sentence and being made to paint the police station, 
he wears the best of all disguises... Here again is a first-rate Upfield mystery, made warm by humour, 
by the background characters and his portrayal of the natural background scene. - The Age Upfield at 
his best. - Adelaide News

Death of a Swagman

Upfield's first published novel 1929: Austilene Thorpe is accused of murder but then disappears from 
gaol. Her fiance, Martin Sherwood, goes blind from shock. His famous adventuring brother Monty, 
learns that Austilene is in a refuge for murderers in the far north-east corner of South Australia, and 
together the Sherwoods set out to find her and bring her back to Melbourne...

The House of Cain

Even though he's on vacation, Bony finds plenty to investigate in western Australia when farmer George 
Loftus disappears.

Murder Down Under

A fresh twenty-first century look at Australian literature in a broad, inclusive and multicultural sense.

A Companion to Australian Literature Since 1900

Three times a killer has struck in Daybreak, a one-pub town in Western Australia. Why should so many 
people suspect the strange 'bad boy' Tony Carr? Why were the local Aboriginal tribe far away from 
town at the time of the murders? Inspector Bonaparte finds this small community very tight, till the 
arrival of a job-seeking bloke by the name of Nat Bonnar… Though lacking in some of the tightness that 
characterises Upfield's strongest books, this thriller is nevertheless a powerful success. The geography 
and geology are stark and proper setting, the people are alive and flexing with pain and apprehension... 
And here, as he so often does, he creates a major heroic character in Melody Sam who is unparalleled 
and unchallenged. - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne. Bony - a unique figure among top-flight 
detectives. - BBC

Bony and the Mouse

Eight hundred kilometres from the sea, Lake Otway is dying. Heat, drought, and thirst-crazed animals 
take their toll. When Ray Gillen, lucky lottery winner, went for a swim one night and never came back, 
some thought it was an accident, or was it murder? As the water level drops, five men and two women 
wait beside the shrinking lake - for the body, the money, or neither. And watching it all, Bony… Death 
of a Lake is as intense and unremitting story as Upfield ever wrote. It should be, for it is very close 
to Upfield's personality ... being the real Albermarle Station where Upfield was first hired as a cook in 
the 1920s and where he began his writing career ... In a hut at Wheeler's Well Upfield was inspired to 
write his Bony after a visit by Upfield's friend tracker Leon Wood. - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray 
Browne. Bony - a unique figure among top-flight detectives - BBC

Death of a Lake

Myra Thomas, apparently dressed only in nightgown and slippers, has walked off the train somewhere 
along the 650 kilometres of track that crosses the Nullarbor Plain. With two camels and a dog, Bony 



begins to search the desert in search of her. He finds more than he bargains for - only to find a group 
of people imprisoned in the extensive limestone caves beneath the desert plain... This is surely one of 
the two or three strongest of Upfield's novels. It is an eerie mixture of Aboriginal folk customs and white 
man's greed and lust for revenge. Something of a study of abnormal psychology, it nevertheless turns 
on people's very natural and nasty feelings... This book is a splendid combination of plot, setting and 
development. - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne.

Man of Two Tribes

When Inspector Bonaparte is called to the drought-stricken outback sheep station he finds that two 
men have been savagely beaten to death. Clues are scarce in this sun-baked, sand-blown country, but 
Bony's understanding of the bush and the people who live there - both black and white - leads him 
inexorably towards the killer... When Upfield gets down to the point of interracial sexual relations, he in 
effect is writing on one of the topics closest to his heart. Here his picture is unusually poignant. Caught 
in the iron grip of separation from his kind, of loneliness, of sexual attraction, Eric Downer is a victim 
of life... - From The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne.

Bony and the Black Virgin

When Eric Maidstone was found dead near Bore Ten, just west of the Dingo-proof Fence, the first 
thought of those who discovered his body was that he might have been attacked by the rogue camel 
known as The Lake Frome Monster. But camels don't carry guns... and Maidstone had a bullet-hole 
in his chest which put the Monster in the clear. So who killed young Maidstone? Bony, disguised as a 
worker on the Fence, intends to find out… There are sand storms galore, there are mad camels, there 
is personal and professional deprivation, there are rabbits by the millions. In this typical Upfield country 
there is the boredom of loneliness, there is the sheer weight of the Australian outback; it is vintage 
Upfield... - from The Spirit of Australia by Ray Browne.

The Lake Frome Monster

A collection of projects by some University of Melbourne students involving dolls made up to look like 
victims and villains from Arthur Conan Doyle's books about Sherlock Holmes.

I Killed Lincoln at 10:13!

Australian genre fiction writers have successfully exploited the Australian landscape and peoples and 
as a result their books are today “sold by the millions” across boundaries. They have created stories that 
are imaginative, visionary, and diverse. They appeal to local and international readerships and, most 
importantly, are thoroughly entertaining, thus making them a strong presence in the popular fiction 
bazaar. Sold by the Millions: Australia’s Bestsellers is the first collection to concentrate on Australia’s 
best-selling material that forms the armchair reading of many Australians. Leading experts of popular 
fiction provide introspective pieces on Romance, Horror, Crime, Science Fiction, Western, Comics, 
Travel, Sports and Children’s writing so that a wholesome picture emerges of the wide range of reading 
and research options available for scholars.

Victims & Villains

Frank Main owns a sheep station of about 800,000 acres in western New South Wales. He visits 
England and marries Ethel, travelling the world for three years before returning to the station in the 
first year of a drought. Two more years of drought takes its toll, on the marriage, the property; and 
Frank faces ruin...

Sold by the Millions

Introducing an Australian mystery writer and his half-Aborigine sleuth, Det.-Inspector Napoleon Bona-
parte (Bony), whose conscientious and exhaustive investigation of the disappearance of a Western 
Australia farmer unearths murder and a mysterious, amateur criminologist. Bony's masquerade as a 
worker on the Fence brings in quality re-creation of the wheat lands, farmers, pubs, dances, and the 
people of the land down under -- and his methods will be satisfying for the step-by-step enthusiasts. -- 
Kirkus Review.

Gripped by Drought



Arthur William Upfield is well known as the creator of Detective Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte (Bony) 
who features in 29 crime detection novels, most set in the Australian outback. It is not well known that he 
also wrote about 250 short stories and articles, drawing on his experiences in the bush between 1911 
and 1931. Up and Down the Real Australia is the second published collection of Upfield's short works. 
Kees de Hoog has selected 45 autobiographical articles, ranging from humorous outback anecdotes 
to personal experiences at Gallipoli and the Somme during the First World War. Kees has added The 
Murchison Murders, Upfield's account of how the "perfect murder" was developed for his second Bony 
novel, The Sands of Windee; how Snowy Rowles used it to commit at least one, probably three, murders 
om 1929; how the crime was solved; and what happened at Rowles' trial in 1932.

Murder Down Under

Murder is a serious business, but for once it had to take second place. Five babies had disappeared 
from Mitford, New South Wales and those babies had to be found alive. The CIB had given up, but 
when Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte took up the trail things began to move.

Up and Down the Real Australia

An extraordinary case for Detective-Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte opens when a police car is bombed 
from the air on a lonely outback road by a mysterious pilot who plans to conquer a nation. The trail 
through the land of burning waters tests Bony's endurance to the limit and takes the detective as close 
to death as he has ever been. Welcome to Central Australia! This is surely one of Upfield's strongest 
books. It is filled with various kinds of symbolism - of religion, of clothes v nakedness, of action, of the 
fruits of love of white for aboriginal. Throughout the prose is rich, resonant, compelling. In this book are 
passages which are as rapid, graphic and enspiriting as in any other book. - from The Spirit of Australia 
by Ray Browne.

Murder Must Wait

Somewhere within Arthur Upfield's travelling dray were the clues to uncovering three acts of murder 
involving the grifter, Snowy Rowles. Once Upfield had published his crime thriller, The Sands of Windee, 
West Australian police gave chase, starting with the esteemed author of Bony...

Bushranger of the Skies

The Murchison Murders

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai | Page 7 of 7


