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The Human Stain

'An extraordinary book - bursting with rage, humming with ideas, full of dazzling sleights of hand'- 
Sunday Telegraph Philip Roth's brilliant conclusion to his eloquent trilogy of post-war America - a 
magnificent successor to American Pastoral and I Married a Communist It is 1998, the year America is 
plunged into a frenzy of prurience by the impeachment of a president, and in a small New England town 
a distinguished classics professor, Coleman Silk, is forced to retire when his colleagues allege that he 
is a racist. The charge is unfounded, the persecution needless, but the truth about Silk would astonish 
even his most virulent accuser. Coleman Silk has a secret, one which has been kept for fifty years from 
his wife, his four children, his colleagues, and his friends, including the writer Nathan Zuckerman. It is 
Zuckerman who comes upon Silk's secret, and sets out to unearth his former buried life, piecing the 
biographical fragments back together. This is against backdrop of seismic shifts in American history, 
which take on real, human urgency as Zuckerman discovers more and more about Silk's past and his 
futile search for renewal and regeneration. ________________ PRAISE FOR THE HUMAN STAIN: 
'One of the most beautiful books I've ever read' Red '[A] tender, shocking and incendiary story on the 
failure of the American dream refracted through the prism of race' Guardian 'A masterpiece' Mail on 
Sunday

The Human Stain

NATIONAL BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE PEN/FAULKNER AWARD • The Pulitzer Prize–winning 
author of American Pastoral delivers “a master novelist's haunting parable about our troubled modern 
moment" (The Wall Street Journal). It is 1998, the year in which America is whipped into a frenzy of 
prurience by the impeachment of a president, and in a small New England town, an aging classics 
professor, Coleman Silk, is forced to retire when his colleagues decree that he is a racist. The charge 
is a lie, but the real truth about Silk would have astonished even his most virulent accuser. Coleman 
Silk has a secret, one which has been kept for fifty years from his wife, his four children, his colleagues, 
and his friends, including the writer Nathan Zuckerman. It is Zuckerman who stumbles upon Silk's 
secret and sets out to reconstruct the unknown biography of this eminent, upright man, esteemed as 
an educator for nearly all his life, and to understand how this ingeniously contrived life came unraveled. 
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And to understand also how Silk's astonishing private history is, in the words of The Wall Street Journal, 
"magnificently" interwoven with "the larger public history of modern America."

I Married a Communist

The second novel of Roth’s eloquent American trilogy, set in the tempestuous McCarthy era - a brilliant 
successor to American Pastoral I Married a Communist charts the rise and fall of Ira Ringold, an 
American roughneck who begins life as a ditchdigger in 1930s New Jersey, becoming a big-time radio 
hotshot in the 1940s. In his heyday as a star - and as a zealous, bullying supporter of 'progressive' 
political causes - Ira marries Hollywood's beloved leading lady, Eve Frame. Their glamorous honeymoon 
is short-lived, however, and it is the publication of Eve's scandalous bestselling expose that identifies Ira 
as 'an American taking his orders from Moscow'. In this story of cruelty, betrayal, and savage revenge, 
anti-Communist fever pollutes national politics and infects the relationships of ordinary Americans; 
friends become deadly enemies, parents and children tragically estranged, lovers blacklisted and felled 
from vertiginous heights. ‘Quintessential Philip Roth’ Sunday Telegraph

American Pastoral

An ordinary man finds that his life has been made extraordinary by the catastrophic intrusion of history 
when, in 1968 his adored daughter plants a bomb that kills a stranger, hurling her father out of the 
longed-for American pastoral and into the indigenous American berserk.

Patrimony

This is novelist Philip Roth's account of his 86-year-old father's last year. Suffering from a brain tumour 
and fighting death, Herman is accompanied through each fearful stage of his final ordeal by his son, 
who, marvelling at his father's long, stubborn engagement with life, recounts a relationship full of love 
and dread. Conspicuous throughout the book are Herman's tough integrity and moments of humour, 
but it is also an intensely painful story, as Philip Roth has to decide whether or not to terminate his 
father's life.

In History's Grip

In History's Grip concentrates on the literature of Philip Roth, one of America's greatest writers, 
and in particular on American Pastoral, I Married a Communist, and The Human Stain. Each of 
these novels from the 1990s uses Newark, New Jersey, to explore American history and character. 
Each features a protagonist who grows up in and then leaves Newark, after which he is undone 
by a historically generated crisis. The city's twentieth-century decline from immigrant metropolis to 
postindustrial disaster completes the motif of history and its terrifying power over individual destiny. 
In History's Grip is the first critical study to foreground the city of Newark as the source of Roth's 
inspiration, and to scrutinize a subject Roth was accused of avoiding as a younger writer—history. In 
so doing, the book brings together the two halves of Roth's decades-long career: the first featuring 
characters who live outside of history's grip; the second, characters entrapped in historical patterns 
beyond their ken and control.

Philip Roth

>

The Great American Novel

Philip Roth's richly imagined satiric narrative, The Great American Novel, turns baseball's status as 
national pastime and myth into an unfettered farce Featuring heroism and perfidy, lively wordplay and 
a cast of characters that includes the House Un-American Activities Committee. "Roth is better than 
he's ever been before.... The prose is electric." (The Atlantic) Gil Gamesh is the only pitcher who ever 
tried to kill the umpire, and John Baal, The Babe Ruth of the Big House, never hit a home run sober. 
But you've never heard of them -- or of the Ruppert Mundys, the only homeless big-league ball team in 
American history -- because of the communist plot and the capitalist scandal that expunged the entire 
Patriot League from baseball memory.

The Human Stain



Coleman Silk is a respected professor at a New England college who suddenly finds his life unraveling 
after a comment he makes about some African-American students is misinterpreted as a racial slur. As 
the scandal heats up, Nathan Zuckerman, a writer researching a biography of Silk, begins to dig deeply 
into Silk's life. Eventually, matters are made worse when Coleman's affair with a young married janitor 
named Faunia Farley is exposed. But amid the controversy, Silk must struggle to keep his greatest 
secret, a secret he's held for the majority of his life, from becoming made public.

Operation Shylock

'Subtle, funny and furious' Observer What if a lookalike stranger stole your name, hijacked your 
biography, and went about the world pretending to be you? Startlingly, Philip Roth meets a man in 
Jerusalem called Philip Roth who has been touring Israel - riding high on the author's reputation - 
preaching a bizarre reverse-exodus of the Jews, encouraging them to return to their ancestral homes 
in Europe. Roth decides to stop him, even if that means impersonating the impersonator. Operation 
Shylock is at once spy story, political thriller, meditation on identity and unfathomable journey through 
a volatile, frightening middle-east.

Philip Roth and the Zuckerman Books

'A work of near heroic vitality and cunning' Sunday Telegraph At sixty-four Mickey Sabbath is still 
defiantly antagonistic and exceedingly libidinous; sex is an obsession and a principle, an instrument 
of perpetual misrule in his daily existence. But after the death of his long-time mistress - an erotic 
free spirit whose great taste for the impermissible matches his own - Sabbath embarks on a turbulent 
journey into his past. Bereft and grieving, tormented by the ghosts of those who loved and hated him, 
he contrives a succession of farcical disasters that take him to the brink of madness and extinction... 
Winner of the National Book Award for Fiction

Sabbath's Theater

The unforgettable story of an affair between a star lecturer at a New York college and the beautiful 
daughter of Cuban exiles—and the quagmire of sexual jealousy and loss that ensues—from the 
renowned Pulitzer Prize–winning author of American Pastoral. “[A] disturbing masterpiece.” —The New 
York Review of Books No matter how much you know, no matter how much you think, no matter how 
much you plot and you connive and you plan, you’re not superior to sex. With these words our most 
unflaggingly energetic and morally serious novelist launches perhaps his fiercest book. The speaker 
is David Kepesh, white-haired and over sixty, an eminent cultural critic and star lecturer at a New 
York college—as well as an articulate propagandist of the sexual revolution. For years he has made a 
practice of sleeping with adventurous female students while maintaining an aesthete’s critical distance. 
But now that distance has been annihilated. The agency of Kepesh’s undoing is Consuela Castillo, 
the decorous and humblingly beautiful 24-year-old daughter of Cuban exiles. When he becomes 
involved with her, Kepesh finds himself dragged—helplessly, bitterly, furiously—into jealousy and loss. 
In chronicling this descent, Philip Roth performs a breathtaking set of variations on the themes of eros 
and mortality, license and repression, selfishness and sacrifice. The Dying Animal is a burning coal of 
a book, filled with intellectual heat and not a little danger.

The Dying Animal

Excavates the contemporary revival of 19th-century cultural pluralism, revealing how American novel-
ists since the 1990s have appropriated the historical novel in the pursuit of selfhood rather than truth, 
fundamentally repositioning the genre in American culture.

Pluralist Desires

Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award and a finalist for the National Book Award The 
Counterlife is a novel unlike any that Philip Roth has written before, a book of astonishing 180-degree 
turns, a book of conflicting perspectives and points of view, and, by far, Roth's most radical work of 
fiction. The Counterlife is about people enacting their dreams of renewal and escape, some of them 
going so far as to risk their lives to alter seemingly irreversible destinies. Every major character (and 
most of the minor ones) is investigating, debating, and arguing the possibility of remaking the future. 
Illuminating these lives in transition and guiding us through all the landscapes, familiar and foreign, 
where these people are seeking self-transformation, is the mind of the novelist Nathan Zuckerman. His 



is the skeptical, enveloping intelligence that calculates the price that's paid in the struggle to change 
personal fortune and to reshape history. Yet his is hardly the only voice. This is a novel in which speaking 
out with force and lucidity appears to be the imperative of every life. There is Henry, the forty-year-old 
New Jersey dentist, who risks a quintuple bypass operation in order to escape the coronary medication 
that renders him sexually impotent. There is Maria, the wellborn young Englishwoman, who invites the 
disdain of her family by marrying the American she knows will be lease acceptable in Gloucestershire. 
There is Lippmann, the Israeli settlement leader, who contends that "everything is possible for the Jew 
if only he does not give ground." The action in The Counterlife ranges from a dentist's office in quiet 
suburban New Jersey to a genteel dining table in a tradition-bound English village, from a Christmas 
carol service in London's West End to a Sabbath evening celebration in a tiny desert settlement in 
Israel's occupied West Bank. Wherever they may find themselves, the characters of The Counterlife 
are tempted unceasingly by the prospect of an alternative existence that can reverse their fate.

The Counterlife

It's the sweltering summer of 1944, and Newark is in the grip of a terrifying epidemic. Decent, athletic 
twenty-three year old playground director Bucky Cantor is devoted to his charges and ashamed with 
himself because his weak eyes have excluded him from serving in the war alongside his contempo-
raries. As polio begins to ravage Bucky's playground - child by helpless child - Roth leads us through 
every emotion such a pestilence can breed: the fear, the panic, the anger, the bewilderment, the 
suffering and the pain. 'The genius of Philip Roth...back at his imperious best in this heartbreaking 
tale... The eloquence of Roth's storytelling makes Nemesis one of his most haunting works' Daily Mail 
'Cantor is one of Roth's best creations and the atmosphere of terror is masterfully fashioned' Sunday 
Telegraph 'Very fine, very unsettling' Douglas Kennedy, The Times

HUMAN Stain

Winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction Everyman is a candidly intimate yet universal story of 
loss, regret and stoicism. The novel takes its title from a classic of early English drama, whose theme 
is the summoning of the living to death. The fate of Roth's everyman is traced from his first shocking 
confrontation with death on the idyllic beaches of his childhood summers, through the family trials 
and professional achievements of his vigorous adulthood, and into his old age when he is stalked 
with physical woes. The terrain of this powerful novel is the human body. Its subject is the common 
experience that terrifies us all.

Nemesis

Philip Roth's fictional alter-ego returns in Zuckerman Unbound, "...masterful, sure in every touch." (The 
New York Times) The sensationalizing sixties are coming to an end, and even writing a novel can 
make you a star. The writer Nathan Zuckerman publishes his fourth book, an aggressive, abrasive, and 
comically erotic novel entitled Carnovsky, and all at once he is on the cover of Life, one of the decade's 
most notorious celebrities. This is the same Nathan Zuckerman who in Philip Roth's much praised 
The Ghost Writer was the dedicated young apprentice drawing sustenance from the great books and 
the integrity of their authors. Now in his mid-thirties, Zuckerman, a would-be recluse despite his fame, 
ventures out on the streets of Manhattan, and not only is he assumed to be his own fictional satyr, 
Gilbert Carnovsky ("Hey, you do all that stuff in that book?"), but he also finds himself the target of 
admirers, admonishers, advisers, and would-be literary critics. The recent murders of Robert Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King, Jr., lead an unsettled Nathan Zuckerman to wonder if "target" may be more 
than a figure of speech. Yet, streetcorner recognition and media notoriety are the least disturbing 
consequences of writing Carnovsky. Against his best interests, the newly renowned novelist retreats 
from his oldest friends, breaks his marriage to a virtuous woman, and damages, perhaps irreparably, his 
affectionate connection to his younger brother and his family. Even when finally he lives out the fantasies 
of his fans and enjoys an exhilarating night with the beautiful and worldly film star Caesara O'Shea (a 
rather more capable celebrity), he is dismayed the following morning by the caliber of the competition 
up in the erotic big leagues. In some of Zuckerman Unbound's funniest episodes Zuckerman endures 
the blandishments of another New Jersey boy who has briefly achieved his own moment of stardom. 
He is the broken and resentful fan Alvin Pepler, in the fifties a national celebrity on the TV quiz show 
"Smart Money." Thrust back into obscurity when headlined scandals forced the quiz show off the air, 
Pepler now attaches himself to Zuckerman and won't let go--an "Angel of Manic Delights" to the amused 
novelist (who momentarily sees him as his "pop self"), and yet also the likely source of a demonic threat. 



But the surprise that fate finally delivers is more devilish than any cooked up by Alvin Pepler, or even 
by Zuckerman's imagination. In the coronary-care unit of a Miami Hospital, Nathan's father bestows 
upon his older son not a blessing but what seems to be a curse. And, in an astonishingly bitter final 
turn, a confrontation with his brother opens the way for the novelist's deep and painful understanding 
of the deathblow that Carnovsky has dealt to his own past.

Everyman

When talented young writer Nathan Zuckerman makes his pilgrimage to sit at the feet of his hero, the 
reclusive master of American Literature, E. I. Lonoff, he soon finds himself enmeshed in the great 
Jewish writer's domestic life, with all its complexity, artifice and drive for artistic truth. As Nathan sits in 
breathlessly awkward conversation with his idol, a glimpse of a dark-haired beauty through a closing 
doorway leaves him reeling. He soon learns that the entrancing vision is Amy Bellette, but her position 
in the Lonoff household - student? mistress? - remains tantalisingly unclear. Over a disturbed and 
confusing dinner, Nathan gleans snippets of Amy’s haunting Jewish background, and begins to draw 
his own fantastical conclusions...

Zuckerman Unbound

Philip Roth's The Anatomy Lesson was a finalist for the National Book Award and the National Book 
Critics Circle Award. A comic masterpiece and brilliant finale to the Zuckerman trilogy. The writer Nathan 
Zukerman comes down with a mysterious physical affliction--pure pain, beginning in his neck and 
shoulders, invading his torso and taking possession of his life. Zukerman, whose work was his life, is 
unable to write a line. Now his work is trekking from one doctor to the next--from orthopedist to osteopath 
to neurologist to psychiatrist--but none can find a cause for the pain and nobody can assuage it. So 
begins Philip Roth's strangely comic new novel, The Anatomy Lesson. In it, we find Nathan Zukerman 
beset at age forty not only by his pain but by his past. He seriously wonders if he ought to be a novelist at 
all. At his wit's end, bewildered by both the obstinate pain and the isolating profession, and unconsolable 
by his "harem of Florence Nightingales"--Gloria, his accountant's wildly mothering wife; Jaga, the 
depressed Polish refuge from the hair-treatment clinic (to add to his suffering, Zukerman is going 
bald); Diana, the distressingly self-possessed Finch College heiress; and the temptingly levelheaded 
painter Jenny--Zukerman tries to pin his catastrophe on some source he can confront. There is no 
shortage of candidates. Zukerman's brother blames his acerbic bestseller Carnovsky, for ruining the 
lives of their late parents, and will have nothing to do with him. There's the critic Milton Appel, once 
Zuckerman's literary conscience, now his scourge--the Grand Inquisitor of Inquiry magazine, the New 
York Jewish cultural monthly. Searching desperately for a diagnosis that will lead to a cure, Zuckerman 
asks himself if the pain can have been caused by his adversaries, or by his astonishingly intractable 
grief for his mother, or by the disgust he has come to feel for the literary vocation he once loved. And 
while he is wondering, his dependence on painkillers grows into an addiction to Percodan, marijuana, 
and hundred-proof vodka. In the last half of The Anatomy Lesson, Zuckerman breaks out of invalid 
imprisonment in his Manhattan apartment and sets off on a journey to escape the pain, the adversaries, 
the grief, and the career--a journey into a new existence, a search for a "second life." Persuaded 
that a doctor's life is everything a writer's is not, Zuckerman flies to Chicago with the intention of 
applying to medical school at his alma mater. Though the pain he encounters there is worse even 
than what he's fled, the startling quest for the second life provides some of the funniest scenes in all 
of Roth's fiction. With the serious playfulness and extravagant insistence characteristic of his work, 
Roth, in his fourteenth published book, presents an astonishing antithesis to The Magic Mountain: The 
Anatomy Lesson is a great comedy of illness. Roth's strength has always been the ability to depict the 
boisterous, the farcical, and the extreme in human behavior while revealing at the same time a world 
that immediately strikes the reader as real--what the English critic Hermione Lee has called, in writing 
of Roth's career, "a manner at once...brash and thoughtful...lyrical and wry, which projects through 
comic expostulations and confessions of the speakers a knowing, humane authority." The Anatomy 
Lesson is one of Roth's finest achievements in this vein.

The Ghost Writer

Apocalypse shapes the experience of millions of Americans. Not because they face imminent cata-
clysm, however true this is, but because apocalypse is a story they tell themselves. It offers a way 
out of an otherwise irredeemably unjust world. Adherence to it obscures that it is a story, rather than 
a description of reality. And it is old. Since its origins among Jewish writers in the first centuries 



BCE, apocalypse has recurred as a tempting and available form through which to express a sense 
of hopelessness. Why has it appeared with such force in the US now? What does it mean? This book 
argues that to find the meaning of our apocalyptic times we need to look at the economics of the 
last five decades, from the end of the postwar boom. After historian Robert Brenner, this volume calls 
this period the long downturn. Though it might seem abstract, the economics of the long downturn 
worked its way into the most intimate experiences of everyday life, including the fear that there would 
be no tomorrow, and this fear takes the form of 'neoliberal apocalypse'. The varieties of neoliberal 
apocalypse--horror at the nation's commitment to a racist, exclusionary economic system; resentment 
about threats to white supremacy; apprehension that the nation has unleashed a violence that will 
consume it; claustrophobia within the limited scripts of neoliberalism; suffocation under the weight of 
debt--together form the discordant chord that hums under American life in the twenty-first century. For 
many of us, for different reasons, it feels like the end is coming soon and this book explores how we 
came to this, and what it has meant for literature.

The Anatomy Lesson

Let it be said, Philip Roth was never uncontroversial. From his first book, Roth scandalized literary 
society as he questioned Jewish identity and sexual politics in postwar America. Scrutiny and fierce 
rebukes of the renowned author, for everything from chauvinism to anti-Semitism, followed him his 
entire career. But the public discussions of race and gender and the role of personal history in fiction 
have deepened in the new millennium. In his latest book, Jacques Berlinerblau offers a critical new 
perspective on Roth’s work by exploring it in the era of autofiction, highly charged racial reckonings, 
and the #MeToo movement. The Philip Roth We Don’t Know poses provocative new questions about 
the author of Portnoy’s Complaint, The Human Stain, and the Zuckerman trilogy first by revisiting 
the long-running argument about Roth’s misogyny within the context of #MeToo, considering the 
most current perceptions of artists accused of sexual impropriety and the works they create, and so 
resituating the Roth debates. Berlinerblau also examines Roth’s work in the context of race, revealing 
how it often trafficked in stereotypes, and explores Roth’s six-decade preoccupation with unstable 
selves, questioning how this fictional emphasis on fractured personalities may speak to the author’s 
own mental state. Throughout, Berlinerblau confronts the critics of Roth —as well as his defenders, 
many of whom were uncritical friends of the famous author—arguing that the man taught us all to 
doubt "pastorals," whether in life or in our intellectual discourse.

American Literature and the Long Downturn

"In 1951, the second year of the Korean War. A studious, law-abiding, intense youngster from Newark, 
New Jersey, Marcus Messner, is beginning his sophomore year on the pastoral, conservative campus of 
Ohio's Winesburg College. And why is he there and not at a local college in Newark where he originally 
enrolled? Because his father, the sturdy, hard-working neighborhood butcher, seems to have gone mad 
- mad with fear and apprehension of the dangers of adult life, the dangers of the world, the dangers he 
sees in every corner for his beloved boy. So Marcus leaves and, far from home, has to find his way amid 
the customs and constructions of another American world. Indignation is the story of a young man's 
education in life's terrifying chances and bizarre obstructions. It is a story of inexperience, foolishness, 
intellectual resistance, sexual discovery, courage and error, told with all the inventive energy and wit 
Roth has at his command." -- Book cover.

The Philip Roth We Don't Know

An excellent account and reflection on each diverse stage of Philip Roth's 50-year career.

Indignation

Returning to his hometown to find that all has changed, Nathan Zuckerman - incontinent and impotent 
- comes back to New York, the city he left eleven years before. Walking the streets he quickly makes 
several connections that explode his carefully protected solitude. In a rash moment, he offers to swap 
homes with a young couple. And from the moment he meets them, Zuckerman wants to exchange his 
solitude for the erotic allure of the young woman Jamie, who draws him back to all that he thought 
he had left behind: intimacy, and the play of heart and body. Suddenly involved, as he never wanted 
or intended to be involved again, with love, mourning, desire and animosity, Zuckerman plays out an 
interior drama of vivid and poignant possibilities.



The Major Phases of Philip Roth

Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness: these words have long represented the promise of America, 
a “shimmering vision of a fruitful country open to all who come, learn, work, save, invest, and play 
by the rules.” In 2004, Cal Jillson took stock of this vision and showed how the nation’s politicians 
deployed the American Dream, both in campaigns and governance, to hold the American people to 
their program. “Full of startling ideas that make sense,” NPR's senior correspondent Juan Williams 
remarked, Jillson's book offered the fullest exploration yet of the origins and evolution of the ideal that 
serves as the foundation of our national ethos and collective self-image. Nonetheless, in the dozen 
years since Pursuing the American Dream was published, the American Dream has fared poorly. The 
decline of social mobility and the rise of income inequality—to say nothing of the extraordinary social, 
political, and economic developments of the Bush and Obama presidencies—have convinced many 
that the American Dream is no more. This is the concern that Jillson addresses in his new book, 
The American Dream: In History, Politics, and Fiction, which juxtaposes the claims of political, social, 
and economic elite against the view of American life consistently offered in our national literature. 
Our great novelists, from Nathaniel Hawthorne and Herman Melville to John Updike, Philip Roth, Toni 
Morrison, and beyond highlight the limits and challenges of life—the difficulty if not impossibility of 
the dream—especially for racial, ethnic, and religious minorities as well as women. His book takes us 
through the changing meaning and reality of the American Dream, from the seventeenth century to the 
present day, revealing a distinct, sustained separation between literary and political elite. The American 
Dream, Jillson suggests, took shape early in our national experience and defined the nation throughout 
its growth and development, yet it has always been challenged, even rejected, in our most celebrated 
literature. This is no different in our day, when what we believe about the American Dream reveals as 
much about its limits as its possibilities.

Goodbye, Columbus

An anthology of selections from eight of Philip Roth's early novels, with a definitive version of The Breast 
and the previously uncollected story Novotny's Pain, alongside the essay-story Looking At Kafka.

Exit Ghost

Boys’ Secrets and Men’s Loves is the memoir of a law professor who has written over twenty books 
on the basic rights of American constitutionalism. He has been a prominent advocate of gay rights and 
feminism, which joins men and women in resistance. A gay man born into an Italian American family 
in New Jersey, he relates in this book his own experience on how the initiation of boys into patriarchy 
inflicts trauma, leading them to mindlessly accept patriarchal codes of masculinity, and how (through 
art, philosophy, and experience—including mutual love) he and others (straight and gay men) come to 
join women in resisting patriarchy through the discovery of how deeply it harms men as well as women.



The American Dream

A book like this is long overdue because not many are aware of the numerous intersections between 
Philip Roth's fiction and world literature. In highlighting these intersections and uneasy passages, this 
comparative approach offers an important contribution to Philip Roth studies as well as to comparative 
literary study in general. The fourteen chapters on this book summon Roth's intertextual links to authors 
ranging from the anonymous writer of the medieval play Everyman, through Thoreau, Hawthorne, 
Crane, Ellison, Coover, and the New York intellectuals in the United States, to Swift, Chekhov, Svevo, 
Kafka, Schulz, Gombrowicz, Camus, and Klíma in Europe, and on to Coetzee in South Africa. The 
book does not deal with all the works in Roth's canon, but it offers a selection of works representing 
the different stages of Roth's development as a writer. By offering new readings of both well-studied 
and lesser-studied works, sometimes in unexpected company, the book discloses the critical difference 
that comparative scholarship can affect. The uneasy passages the book opens will not exhaust the 
numerous intersections between Roth and the work of other writers. The book's contribution is to 
place Roth's fiction firmly in a larger transnational context. Far from insular, Roth's work appears as 
deeply rooted in the American canon while at the same time showing a remarkable openness, a 
persistent need for contact with his European forebears, and true engagement with contemporary world 
literature. The transnational perspective of the book makes it important for the rapidly growing field of 
transatlantic and transnational American studies. The book will be value to collections in American 
literature and Jewish studies, comparative literature and criticism, and transatlantic and transnational 
American studies.

A Philip Roth Reader

From William Dickson's Rip Van Winkle films (1896) to Baz Luhrmann's big-budget production of The 
Great Gatsby (2013) and beyond, cinematic adaptations of American literature participate in a rich and 
fascinating history. Unlike previous studies of American literature and film, which emphasize particular 
authors like Edith Wharton and Nathaniel Hawthorne, particular texts like Moby-Dick, particular literary 
periods like the American Renaissance, or particular genres like the novel, this volume considers the 
multiple functions of filmed American literature as a cinematic genre in its own right-one that reflects 
the specific political and aesthetic priorities of different national and historical cinemas even as it plays 
a decisive role in defining American literature for a global audience.

Boys’ Secrets and Men’s Loves:

Making and Seeing Modern Texts explores the poetics of texts through a close reading and analysis 
across the genres of poetry, drama, fiction, non-fiction travel literature and theory. This volume demon-
strates that prose, as much as poetry, share the making and seeing of language, literary practice, and 
theory. Genre, then, is presented as a guide that crosses multiple boundaries. This volume selects 
different ways to examine texts, discussing Michael Ondaatje’s early poetry and examining narrative 
in Philip Roth’s The Human Stain. The book examines images in poetry, narrative in fiction, prefaces 
in non-fiction, metatheatre in drama, and attempts to see the modern and postmodern in theory, all 
of which show us the complexities of modernity or later modernity. One of the innovations is that the 
author, a literary critic/theorist, poet and historian, takes his training in practice and theory and shows, 
through examples of each, how language operates across genres.

Philip Roth and World Literature: Transatlantic Perspectives and Uneasy Passages

The first book in many years to take in the full sweep of national fiction, The Dream of the Great 
American Novel explains why this supposedly antiquated idea continues to thrive. It shows that four 
G.A.N. "scripts" are keys to the dynamics of American literature and identity--and to the myth of a nation 
perpetually under construction.

My Life as a Man

Julius Schlesinger, aspiring SS officer, has received orders to remove from the roof of Prague's concert 
hall the statue of the Jewish composer Felix Mendelssohn. But which of the figures adorning the roof 
is the Jew? Remembering his course on racial science, Schlesinger instructs his men to pull down the 
statue with the biggest nose. Only as the statue they have carefully chosen begins to topple does he 
recognize that it is not Mendelssohn; it is Richard Wagner. Thus begins a story of disarming simplicity 
that traces the transformation of ordinary lives in Nazi-occupied Prague. Death abetted by the petty 



malevolence of Nazi functionaries wins all the battles but ultimately loses the war, defeated by the 
fragile flowering of courage and defiance.

The History of American Literature on Film

Jewish Anxiety and the Novels of Philip Roth argues that Roth's novels teach us that Jewish anxiety 
stems not only from fear of victimization but also from fear of perpetration. It is impossible to think about 
Jewish victimization without thinking about the Holocaust; and it is impossible to think about the taboo 
question of Jewish perpetration without thinking about Israel. Roth's texts explore the Israel-Palestine 
question and the Holocaust with varying degrees of intensity but all his novels scrutinize perpetration 
and victimization through examining racism and sexism in America. Brett Ashley Kaplan uses Roth's 
novels as springboards to illuminate larger problems of victimization and perpetration; masculinity, 
femininity, and gender; racism and anti-Semitism. For if, as Kaplan argues, Jewish anxiety is not only 
about the fear of oppression, and we can begin to see how these anxieties function in terms of fears of 
perpetration, then perhaps we can begin to unpack the complicated dynamics around the line between 
the Holocaust and Israel-Palestine.

Making and Seeing Modern Texts

'He captures better than anyone the collision of public and private, the intrusion of history into the 
skin, the pores of every individual alive' Guardian 'Though on the morning after the election disbelief 
prevailed, especially among the pollsters, by the next everybody seemed to understand everything...' 
When celebrity aviator, Charles A. Lindbergh, wins the 1940 presidential election on the slogan of 
'America First', fear invades every Jewish household. Not only has Lindbergh blamed the Jews for 
pushing America towards war with Germany, he has negotiated an 'understanding' with the Nazis 
promising peace between the two nations. Growing up in the 'ghetto' of Newark, Philip Roth recounts 
his childhood caught in the stranglehold of this counterfactual nightmare. As America sinks into its 
own dark metamorphosis and Jewish families are torn apart, fear and uncertainty spread. Who really 
is President Lindbergh? And to what end has he hijacked America? __________________________ 
'Many passages in The Plot Against America echo feelings voiced today by vulnerable Americans - 
immigrants and minorities as alarmed by Trump's election as the Jews of Newark are frightened by 
Lindbergh's' New Yorker **ONE OF THE GUARDIAN'S 100 BEST BOOKS OF THE 21st CENTURY**

The Dream of the Great American Novel

How do we approach other people's pain? This question is of crucial importance to the humanities, 
particularly literary and cultural studies, whenever they address narratives of terror and genocide, 
injustice and oppression, violence and trauma. Talking about other people's pain inevitably draws 
attention to the ethical dimension involved in acknowledging stories and histories of violence while 
avoiding an appropriation - by the reading public, literary critics or cultural historians alike - of the 
traumatic experiences themselves. The question of how to do justice to the other's pain calls for an 
academic response that reflects as much on its own status as ethical agent as on literary expression 
and philosophical accounts or theoretical descriptions. This volume therefore explores the theoretical 
framework of trauma studies and its place within academic discourse and society, and examines from 
a multidisciplinary perspective the possibilities and limitations of trauma as an analytical category. A 
variety of case studies on individual and collective traumatic experiences as portrayed in literature and 
art highlight the ethical implications involved in the production, reception and analysis of other people's 
pain.

Mendelssohn is on the Roof

This volume provides newly commissioned essays from leading scholars and critics on the social and 
cultural history of the novel in America. It explores the work of the most influential American novelists 
of the past 200 years, including Melville, Twain, James, Wharton, Cather, Faulkner, Ellison, Pynchon, 
and Morrison.

Jewish Anxiety and the Novels of Philip Roth

The Plot Against America
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manifest.
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is from the ...
African Trilogy - African Trilogy by Neil Diamond 2,067 views 4 minutes, 29 seconds - Provided to 
YouTube by Universal Music Group African Trilogy, · Neil Diamond Tap Root Manuscript � 1970 
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by Stan Willis 3,494 views 6 years ago 3 minutes, 36 seconds - The City of Chester Male Voice Choir 
led by Rodney T. Jones sing African Trilogy, in an arrangement by Gwyn Arch. Performed at ...
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Choir performed at the Christian Resource Centre in Bury St Edmunds and unknown to them they ...
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- Topic 304 views 3 minutes, 38 seconds - Provided to YouTube by The state51 Conspiracy African 
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The Africa Trilogy - Playwright Binyavanga Wainaina - The Africa Trilogy - Playwright Binyavanga 
Wainaina by volcanotheatre 1,189 views 14 years ago 3 minutes, 49 seconds - Binyavanga Wainaina, 
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Chapter 3. Classification as Definition
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33,116 views 15 years ago 49 minutes - The American, Novel Since 1945 (ENGL 291) In this lecture 
Professor Hungerford discusses how the novels we read are shaped ...
Chapter 1. Observing Local Bookshops: Patterns of Display and Absence
Chapter 2. The History of Legal Censorship in the United States
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Philip Roth's 'American Pastoral': In-Depth Review & Related Reads | Juanreads Book Recommen-
dations - Philip Roth's 'American Pastoral': In-Depth Review & Related Reads | Juanreads Book 
Recommendations by JuanReads 790 views 1 year ago 11 minutes, 55 seconds - Dive into the 
world of Philip Roth, and his American Trilogy, with this video where I review American Pastoral 
and discuss the other ...
Philip Roth - American Pastoral BOOK REVIEW - Philip Roth - American Pastoral BOOK REVIEW 
by Better Than Food 24,396 views 5 years ago 16 minutes - Insta @booksarebetterthanfood Twitter 
@BksBtrThnFood.
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The Human Stain | 'Accusation' (HD) - Anthony Hopkins, Nicole Kidman | 2003 - The Human Stain | 
'Accusation' (HD) - Anthony Hopkins, Nicole Kidman | 2003 by Miramax 24,854 views 7 years ago 2 
minutes, 18 seconds - Professor Silk's unfortunate word usage in class lands him in hot water with 
the school's brass. In this scene: Coleman Silk ...
Philip Roth at 70: Interview with David Remnick - Philip Roth at 70: Interview with David Remnick by 
thegreatnamedropper 123,035 views 8 years ago 48 minutes - Tx. 19 March 2003.
Christopher Hitchens on Saul Bellow - Christopher Hitchens on Saul Bellow by hitchenszone 46,932 
views 16 years ago 8 minutes, 54 seconds - http://www.hitchenszone.com October 24, 2007 BookTV 
- From the Politics and Prose Bookstore in Washington D.C, The ...
If It Were Not Filmed No One Would Believe It - If It Were Not Filmed No One Would Believe It by 
#Mind Warehouse 3,257,392 views 2 years ago 15 minutes - What do you think this persistent dog 
wants? Of course, it wants to click on the bell not to miss the new video from MindWarehouse ...
Patrick Rothfuss on Not Publishing Book 3 and People Who Bully Him About It - Patrick Rothfuss on 
Not Publishing Book 3 and People Who Bully Him About It by The Eolian 132,297 views 1 year ago 11 
minutes, 23 seconds - Patrick Rothfuss gets weepy while he recalls the 99 and talks about people's 
irritation of not publishing Book 3,.
The Most Unusual Books - The Most Unusual Books by Infinite Text 33,894 views 5 years ago 13 
minutes, 59 seconds - Today's video is on books that are really fun in format or content….but mostly 
format. It's an artistic project in a sense, and these ...
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PHILIP ROTH on SEX - PHILIP ROTH on SEX by Christopher Sykes 10,263 views 2 years ago 
4 minutes, 37 seconds - On publication day for Blake Bailey's magnificent biography of the great 
American, novelist, here are a few minutes of Roth, talking ...
5 Sci-Fi Books That BLEW MY MIND - 5 Sci-Fi Books That BLEW MY MIND by Words in Time 44,971 
views 1 year ago 12 minutes, 45 seconds - One of my favourite aspects of science fiction novels are 
the crazy ideas, technologies, and concepts. Here are 5 books that ...
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New biography shines light on the life and legacy of author Philip Roth - New biography shines light 
on the life and legacy of author Philip Roth by CBS Mornings 12,064 views 2 years ago 7 minutes, 5 
seconds - Author Philip Roth's, books were among the most influential and sensational in post-war 
America,. Now a book, about him is ...
Saul Bellow Interview - Saul Bellow Interview by Electric Cereal 119,204 views 9 years ago 50 
minutes
5 HORROR BOOKS I'VE READ LATELY - 5 HORROR BOOKS I'VE READ LATELY by Possessed-
byHorror 41,828 views 1 year ago 24 minutes - we're talking about 5 more horror/thriller books I've 
read lately including 2 new favorites of ALL TIME. INTRO 00:00 DARK ...
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The 15 Best Sci-Fi Books I've Ever Read [Updated] - The 15 Best Sci-Fi Books I've Ever Read 
[Updated] by Bookpilled 868,939 views 1 year ago 35 minutes - This is a list of my 15 favorite science 
fiction books, as of September 2022. My selection criteria were a mishmash of all the ...
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Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells
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Norstrilia by Cordwainer Smith
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Hothouse by Brian Aldiss
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Blood Music by Greg Bear
The Dying Earth by Jack Vance
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A Fire Upon the Deep by Vernor Vinge
Jonathan Franzen on Overrated Books - Jonathan Franzen on Overrated Books 
by Big Think 307,843 views 11 years ago 2 minutes, 45 seconds - 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ABOUT BIG THINK: Smarter 
Faster™ Big Think is the leading source ...
Review: The Human Stain by Philip Roth - Review: The Human Stain by Philip Roth by CanonicalPod 
592 views 3 years ago 25 minutes - This week, we reviewed The Human Stain, by Philip Roth,, an 
idiosyncratic American, stylist. Though a best-seller and winner of the ...
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Vintage Vlog: Philip Roth - Vintage Vlog: Philip Roth by Vintage Books 4,049 views 7 years ago 6 
minutes, 33 seconds - I don't know what to say about the past week. Just watch the vlog. Oh, and if 
you're completely new to Roth, then you should read ...
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Passing in Philip Roth's "The Human Stain" - Passing in Philip Roth's "The Human Stain" by Haley 
Pflughaupt 1,607 views 7 years ago 1 minute, 28 seconds - All quotes taken from Sonja Novak's 
work, "Shades of Passing: The Dialectic of Identity in Philip Roth's The Human Stain, and ...
"The Human Stain" By Philip Roth - "The Human Stain" By Philip Roth by Novelzilla 271 views 1 year 
ago 4 minutes, 2 seconds - Philip Roth's, novel "The Human Stain," explores themes of identity, 
race, and guilt through the story of Coleman Silk, a former ...
Friday Reads 7 August 2020 - Friday Reads 7 August 2020 by Courtney Ferriter 53 views 3 years ago 
14 minutes, 56 seconds - ... Philip Roth,, The Human Stain, (The American Trilogy, #3,) Philip 
Roth,, American Pastoral (The American Trilogy, #1) Philip Roth,, ...
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Philip Roth's final interview | The Adventures of Saul Bellow | American Masters | PBS - Philip Roth's 
final interview | The Adventures of Saul Bellow | American Masters | PBS by American Masters PBS 
13,878 views 1 year ago 8 minutes, 39 seconds - In this outtake from "The Adventures of Saul Bellow," 
Philip Roth, describes his friendship with and admiration for Bellow, and how ...
When Philip Roth first met Saul Bellow
The characters in "The Adventures of Augie March" and "Herzog"
The "monsters" in Bellow's books
How William Faulker and Bellow dominated American literature in the 20th century
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The Dying Animal by Philip Roth (Beware: I Swear) (Book Review) - The Dying Animal by Philip Roth 
(Beware: I Swear) (Book Review) by Life Lessons From Books 585 views 1 year ago 14 minutes, 
15 seconds - What did I just read? Hello everyone and welcome to my new video. Geez, this was a 
library book, I plucked out of the shelves ...
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PORTNOY’S COMPLAINT by Philip Roth <ú<ø BOOK REVIEW [CC] - PORTNOY’S COMPLAINT by 
Philip Roth <ú<ø BOOK REVIEW [CC] by JuanReads 1,112 views 3 years ago 10 minutes, 37 seconds 
- My *SPOILER FREE* review of Philip Roth's, first major novel PORTNOY'S COMPLAINT. Click 
[CC] for subtitles! Do you want to ...
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Phillip Roth - Phillip Roth by PBS NewsHour 42,940 views 11 years ago 9 minutes, 12 seconds - 
Jeffrey Brown sits down with "The Plot Against America," author Philip Roth, in the second part of 
a two-part interview. AIR DATE: ...
Robert Benton interview on "The Human Stain" (2003) - Robert Benton interview on "The Human 
Stain" (2003) by Manufacturing Intellect 2,437 views 7 years ago 15 minutes - Filmmaker Robert 
Benton discusses his film "The Human Stain," starring Nicole Kidman and Anthony Hopkins. Join 
us, on Patreon!
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