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Explore essential field guides tailored for navigating Afghanistan's complex humanitarian and conflict 
zones. This vital resource provides critical insights and practical advice for professionals, ensuring 
preparedness and safety when operating across dynamic crosslines. Covering everything from cultural 
nuances to security protocols, these guides are indispensable for effective engagement in challenging 
environments.

Each article has been reviewed for quality and relevance before publication.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document Afghanistan Field Guides you have been searching for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

This document is widely searched in online digital libraries.
You are privileged to discover it on our website.
We deliver the complete version Afghanistan Field Guides to you for free.

Afghanistan

Newly updated to reflect the changing conditions of the Middle East, this guidebook provides critical 
information on Afghanistan for military personnel, humanitarian and nongovernmental organization 
workers, academics, and readers interested in international affairs. Specially commissioned articles 
from leading experts examine the nation's historical legacy and contemporary milieu, covering every-
thing from the security situation and the resurgence of the Taliban to two decades of human rights 
abuses and the current situation of women. Street maps for all major cities, practical advice on daily 
survival, important contacts, and a list of key phrases make this resource an essential tool for any 
visitor to Afghanistan.

Killing the Cranes

Edward Girardet discusses his experiences as a foreign correspondent in Afghanistan over the last 
thirty years, including the Soviet invasion, the Taliban gaining control, the American occupation, and 
interviews with such people as Osama bin Laden, Islamist extremist Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, and Ahmed 
Shah Massoud.

Killing the Cranes

Few reporters have covered Afghanistan as intrepidly and humanely as Edward Girardet. Now, in a grip-
ping, personal account, Girardet delivers a story of that nation's resistance fighters, foreign invaders, 
mercenaries, spies, aid workers, Islamic extremists, and others who have defined Afghanistan's last 
thirty years of war, chaos, and strife. As a young foreign correspondent, Girardet arrived in Afghanistan 
just three months prior to the Soviet invasion in 1979. Over the next decades, he trekked hundreds 
of miles across rugged mountains and deserts on clandestine journeys following Afghan guerrillas in 
battle as they smuggled French doctors into the country, and as they combated each other as well 
as invaders. He witnessed the world's greatest refugee exodus, the bitter Battle for Kabul in the early 
1990s, the rise of the Taliban, and, finally, the US-led Western military and recovery effort that began 
in 2001. Girardet's encounters with key figures-including Ahmed Shah Massoud, the famed "Lion of 
Panjshir" assassinated by al Qaeda two days before 9/11, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, an Islamic extremist 
massively supported by the Americans during the 1980s only to become one of today's most ruthless 
anti-Western insurgents, and Osama bin Laden-shed extraordinary light on the personalities who 
have shaped the nation, and its current challenges, from corruption and narcotics trafficking to selfish 
regional interests. Killing the Cranes provides crucial insights into why the West's current involvement 
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has turned into such a disaster, not only rekindling a new insurgency, but squandering billions of dollars 
on a recovery process that has shown scant success.

Armed Conflict and Environmental Damage

Armed conflict and military activities have serious adverse impacts on the environment. Modern 
weaponry, troop movements, landmines, hazardous military waste, and the destruction of forests for 
military use are a few sources of harm to the environment both during armed conflict and peacetime 
military activities. Ecological assaults in combat areas are often kept a secret by the government, result-
ing in even greater humanitarian and environmental harm. Environmental degradation is increasingly 
being recognized as one of the most significant challenges of the 21st century and its effects are 
being felt worldwide. Both domestic and international legislations have been inadequate in mitigating 
the impact of military activities. This book provides details of the environmental destruction wreaked 
during international and non-international armed conflicts and argues that the existing legal regime 
for the protection of the environment during armed conflict requires substantial modification. It puts 
forward the view that though it is inconceivable to impose an absolute ban on environmental damage 
during military operations, strengthening and clarifying the existing laws protecting the environment in 
times of conflict, and enforcing environment-friendly practices among military forces could go a long 
way in protecting natural assets of our earth.

Institutional Innovation and Change in Value Chain Development

George Bernard Shaw once said that reasonable people adapt themselves to the world but unrea-
sonable people adapt the world to themselves. In a sense, this book explores how these so-called 
‘unreasonable people’ may interact to re-fashion the world around them in fragile economic develop-
ment. Drawing on empirical research in the volatile and traditional context of Afghanistan, the study 
investigates the challenge of poor women’s participation in business and diverse outcomes for local 
development. Institutional Innovation and Change in Value Chain Development takes a unique look at 
nuanced institutional phenomena through the lens of social institutions, with a subtle appreciation of the 
interaction of structure and agency. Drawing on in-depth qualitative research in Afghanistan, the case 
studies specifically investigate the transformation of the women’s norm of purdah, and the subsequent 
development of new market institutions in three women’s enterprises. Shedding new light on the opaque 
process of institutional change, the research shows that external actors (such as NGOs) can both 
initiate and guide institutional development in fragile environments. Yet there may be limitations to their 
endeavours, with strong resistance from local power holders. Meanwhile, dominant entrepreneurs are 
shown to play a major role in fostering institutional development pathways. This influences the scope 
of inclusion and exclusion in enterprise and value chains, and broader streams of socio-economic 
development.

Land of the Unconquerable

Reaching beyond sensational headlines, Land of the Unconquerable at last offers a three-dimen-
sional portrait of Afghan women. In a series of wide-ranging, deeply reflective essays, accomplished 
scholars, humanitarian workers, politicians, and journalists—most with extended experience inside 
Afghanistan—examine the realities of life for women in both urban and rural settings. They address 
topics including food security, sex work, health, marriage, education, poetry, politics, prisoners, and 
community development. Eschewing stereotypes about the burqa, the contributors focus instead on 
women’s empowerment and agency, and their struggles for peace and justice in the face of a brutal 
ongoing war. A fuller picture of Afghanistan’s women past and present emerges, leading to social policy 
suggestions and pragmatic solutions for a peaceful future.

Alliance Formation in Civil Wars

Some of the most brutal and long-lasting civil wars of our time involve the rapid formation and 
disintegration of alliances among warring groups, as well as fractionalization within them. It would be 
natural to suppose that warring groups form alliances based on shared identity considerations - such 
as Christian groups allying with Christian groups - but this is not what we see. Two groups that identify 
themselves as bitter foes one day, on the basis of some identity narrative, might be allies the next day 
and vice versa. Nor is any group, however homogeneous, safe from internal fractionalization. Rather, 
looking closely at the civil wars in Afghanistan and Bosnia and testing against the broader universe 
of fifty-three cases of multiparty civil wars, Fotini Christia finds that the relative power distribution 



between and within various warring groups is the primary driving force behind alliance formation, 
alliance changes, group splits and internal group takeovers.

Violence in the Domestic Sphere

Domestic violence is discussed from perspectives of human rights and legislation, with special focus 
on international law. The topics include domestic violence and the definition of torture, legal situation 
and cultural legacy in Afghanistan, female genital mutilation, housing issues and evictions or house 
bans, the positions of children and domestic homicide.

Chasing Tales

Chasing Tales is the first exclusive study of journalism, travel writing and the history of British ideas 
about Afghanistan. It offers a timely investigation of the notional Afghanistan(s) that have prevailed 
in the popular British imagination. Casting its net deep into the nineteenth century, the study inves-
tigates the country’s mythologisation by scrutinising travel narratives, literary fiction and British news 
media coverage of the recent conflict in Afghanistan. This highly topical book explores the legacy of 
nineteenth-century paranoias and prejudices to contemporary travellers and journalists and seeks to 
explain why Afghans continue to be depicted as medieval, murderous, warlike and unruly. Its title, Chas-
ing Tales, conveys the circulation, and indeed the circularity, of ideas commonly found in British travel 
writing and journalism. The ‘tales’ component stresses the pivotal role played by fictionalised sources, 
especially the writing of Rudyard Kipling, in perpetuating traumatic nineteenth-century memories of 
Afghan-British encounter. The subject matter is compelling and its foci of interest profoundly relevant 
both to current political debates and to scholarly enquiry about the ethics of travel.

Housing, Land, and Property Rights in Post-Conflict United Nations and Other Peace Operations

This book is about the UN's role in housing, land, and property rights in countries after violent conflict.

Children of Afghanistan

"The first comprehensive look at youth in a country attempting to rebuild itself after three decades of 
civil conflict, Children of Afghanistan relies on the research and fieldwork of twenty-one experts to 
cover an incredible range of topics. Focusing on the full scope of childhood, from birth through young 
adulthood, this edited volume examines a myriad of issues...Children of Afghanistan is the first volume 
that not only attempts to analyze the range of challenges facing Afghan children across class, gender, 
and region but also offers solutions to the problems they face. With nearly half of the population under 
the age of fifteen, the future of the country no double lies with its children. Those who seek peace for 
the region must find solutions to the host of crises that have led the United Nations to call Afghanistan 
'the worst place on earth to be born.' The authors of Children of Afghanistan provide child-centered 
solutions to rebuilding the country's cultural, social, and economic institutions." -- Back cover.

A Historical Atlas of Afghanistan

Maps and text chronicle the history of Afghanistan, from the Aryan invasion in 1500 B.C. to the rise of 
the Taliban.

Life and Security in Rural Afghanistan

Despite the fall of the Taliban, Afghanistan remains a country in dire need of strong international 
support. This fascinating and clearly written book mines a rich and unique array of data, which was 
collected in rural areas of Afghanistan by an expert team of researchers, to analyze countrywide trends 
in the relationship between human security and livelihoods. The team's research and recommendations 
are published here for the first time.

From Mediation to Nation-Building

Although there are numerous specialized works that treat the individual options, and several volumes 
explore the utility of these efforts in a single case study, there is currently no equivalent, recent work 
that treats under one cover the various third party options for influencing and managing the diverse 
forms of ethnic conflict.



Reconstructing Law and Justice in a Postcolony

Drawing on data from a cross-section of postcolonial nations across the world and on a detailed 
case-study of Nigeria, this book examines the experience of recreating law and justice in postcolonial 
societies. The author's definition of postcolonial societies includes countries that have emerged from 
external colonial rule, such as Nigeria and India as well as societies that have overcome internal 
dominations, such as Afghanistan and Iraq. Suggesting that restructuring a system of law and justice 
must involve a consideration of the traditions, customs and native laws of a society as well as the 
official, often foreign rules, this volume examines how ethnically complex nations resolve disputes, 
whether criminal or civil, through a combination of formal and informal social control systems. This book 
is unique in its concern with how the average citizens of a postcolonial society can play more active 
parts in their nation's law and justice, and how modern and increasingly urban societies can learn from 
indigenous peoples and institutions, which are more informal in their approaches to problem-solving. 
The concluding chapter looks at the possibility of an increased role for civil as opposed to criminal 
response in the social control system of a postcolonial society.

The Zondon

Updated to reflect recent events, this guidebook provides a unique and indispensable tool for anyone 
working and traveling in Afghanistan. Specially commissioned articles from leading experts in the 
field examine Afghanistan's historical legacy and contemporary milieu, covering everything from the 
security situation and the resurgence of the Taliban to two decades of human rights abuses and 
the current situation of women. Street maps for all major cities, practical advice on daily survival, 
important contacts, and a list of key phrases make this an essential practical resource for any visitor to 
Afghanistan. Detailed information and statistics on key political and humanitarian sectors are included.

Afghanistan

Global Studies is a unique series designed to provide comprehensive background information and 
selected world press articles on the regions and countries of the world. Each Global Studies volume 
includes an annotated listing of World Wide Web sites. Global Studies titles are supported with study 
tools and links to related websites at our student website www.mhcls.com/online/.

UNRISD Social Development News

Afghan women have faced an exhaustive struggle in the battle to change their status and improve their 
situation. Emadi takes a long look at the role of development and modernization policies implemented 
by the state in the pre- and post-Soviet eras, under the Taliban, and beyond. He finds that such 
policies have failed to bring about much- needed change and improvement for women. Modernization 
strategies benefited only a small segment of urban women and left the plight of rural women unchanged. 
Although a small segment of middle- and upper-class women organized themselves and fought to bring 
about changes in their status and to end gender inequality, their efforts alone did not meet with much 
success. Islamic orthodoxy and orthopraxy in the Taliban era restricted women's freedom of movement, 
access to education, and medical care. Using personal accounts not readily available to researchers 
or scholars, Emadi explores the diverse factors that contributed to women's oppression both at home 
and in society. This study provides a detailed analysis of state policies toward women's emancipation 
within the context of a traditional Islamic society. It chronicles the course of the women's movement 
and women's organizations still active in the political arena and puts forth an alternative plan to involve 
women in the reconstruction process in both urban and rural areas.

UNRISD News

66.1

India and South Asia

Following the events of September 11, a new legal order is emerging in which the 'terrorist threat' 
has been used as justification to marginalise human rights. This collection of themed essays offers an 
emphatic defence to the threats confronting our human rights culture. In analysing the role of the United 
Nations, the conduct of the Afghan war, domestic anti-terrorist legislation and the new debate about 
Islamic law, Law after Ground Zero demonstrates the future challenges that law will face within our 
global society. It also offers accounts of how events have impacted on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, 



Iraq and Afghanistan itself, as well as debates about international law, human rights and women's 
rights. This unique work will interest those studying or researching in the areas of international law, 
human rights and humanitarian law, international relations, politics, critical legal studies, Islamic law, 
culture and socio-legal studies.

The Political Economy of Afghanistan

Global Criminology and Criminal Justice brings together 22 articles that constitute some of the most 
important recent literature in the field.

Repression, Resistance, and Women in Afghanistan

Many humanitarian interventions led and supported by the United States go beyond simple disaster 
relief and include such difficult tasks as protecting refugees, securing humanitarian aid, and restoring 
civil order. The U.S. Air Force often plays an important role in such complex contingency operations. 
This book explores how the military might improve coordination with relief agencies and with European 
allies in such operations. It examines the dynamics of complex contingency operations, provides an 
overview of the relief community, delineates barriers to better cooperation, discusses the European 
contribution, and recommends steps the military might take to improve coordination in future crises. 
Steps include improving military familiarization with key relief organizations, perhaps appointing a 
humanitarian advisor, establishing more "centers of excellence," and bringing relief organizations into 
the planning process. The military should encourage information sharing with relief organizations, 
improve procedures for managing the flow of aid, and leverage European capabilities.

The Opium Economy in Afghanistan

Interfaith dialogue is a practice that could benefit diplomatic strategies but has not yet been brought into 
diplomacy’s scope. This paper uses the theoretical construct of faith-based diplomacy to recommend 
interfaith dialogue as a viable strategy within diplomatic activities.

Afghanistan 2021 fine della guerra infinita?

George Bernard Shaw once said that reasonable people adapt themselves to the world but unrea-
sonable people adapt the world to themselves. In a sense, this book explores how these so-called 
‘unreasonable people’ may interact to re-fashion the world around them in fragile economic develop-
ment. Drawing on empirical research in the volatile and traditional context of Afghanistan, the study 
investigates the challenge of poor women’s participation in business and diverse outcomes for local 
development. Institutional Innovation and Change in Value Chain Development takes a unique look at 
nuanced institutional phenomena through the lens of social institutions, with a subtle appreciation of the 
interaction of structure and agency. Drawing on in-depth qualitative research in Afghanistan, the case 
studies specifically investigate the transformation of the women’s norm of purdah, and the subsequent 
development of new market institutions in three women’s enterprises. Shedding new light on the opaque 
process of institutional change, the research shows that external actors (such as NGOs) can both 
initiate and guide institutional development in fragile environments. Yet there may be limitations to their 
endeavours, with strong resistance from local power holders. Meanwhile, dominant entrepreneurs are 
shown to play a major role in fostering institutional development pathways. This influences the scope 
of inclusion and exclusion in enterprise and value chains, and broader streams of socio-economic 
development.

Learning Away from Home

First published in 1985, this is a book written at the height of the Soviet war in Afghanistan in the 1980s. 
Based on five clandestine trips into Afghanistan with the resistance, the book examines why the Soviets 
invaded in 1979 and what they were seeking to defend. The author analyses their deliberate policy of 
migratory genocide through a combination of aerial bombardments, political repression and economic 
blockades. The book is written by the journalist Ed Girardet, one of the world's leading authorities on 
the conflict, whose particular strength is his dispassionate reporting style and his firsthand proximity 
to the conflict. He interviewed many of the leaders of the Afghan resistance, both inside Afghanistan 
and in the refugee camps and he explains in depth the nature of the Afghan Islamic anti-communist 
struggle for independence. This is a book in the finest tradition of war reporting on the front line and 
the reissue is essential reading for all those interested in the history of the conflict in Afghanistan.

Law after Ground Zero



Imagining Afghanistan examines how Afghanistan has been imagined in literary and visual texts that 
were published after the 9/11 attacks and the subsequent U.S.-led invasion—the era that propelled 
Afghanistan into the center of global media visibility. Through an analysis of fiction, graphic novels, 
memoirs, drama, and film, the book demonstrates that writing and screening “Afghanistan” has become 
a conduit for understanding our shared post-9/11 condition. “Afghanistan” serves as a lens through 
which contemporary cultural producers contend with the moral ambiguities of twenty-first-century 
humanitarianism, interpret the legacy of the Cold War, debate the role of the U.S. in the rise of 
transnational terror, and grapple with the long-term impact of war on both human and nonhuman 
ecologies. Post-9/11 global Afghanistan literary production remains largely NATO-centric insofar as it is 
marked by an uncritical investment in humanitarianism as an approach to Third World suffering and in 
anti-communism as an unquestioned premise. The book’s first half exposes how persisting anti-socialist 
biases—including anti-statist bias—not only shaped recent literary and visual texts on Afghanistan, 
resulting in a distorted portrayal of its tragic history, but also informed these texts’ reception by critics. In 
the book’s second half, the author examines cultural texts that challenge this limited horizon and forge 
alternative ways of representing traumatic histories. Captured by the author through the concepts of 
deep time, nonhuman witness, and war as a multispecies ecology, these new aesthetics bring readers 
a sophisticated portrait of Afghanistan as a rich multispecies habitat affected in dramatic ways by 
decades of war but not annihilated.

Global Criminology and Criminal Justice

Includes statistics.

Research Report

Afghanistan, War and the Media: Deadlines and Frontlines explores the journalism coming out of the 
current Afghan war from the frontline and from the greater comfort of the library. It is an unusual 
hybrid: the testimony of some of the best frontline correspondents of our era, much of it placed in 
appropriate historical contexts, alongside detailed academic analysis - and much more. Contributors 
include: Indra Adnan, Director of the Soft Power Network, Australia Will Barton, Senior Lecturer, 
Coventry School of Art and Design Oliver Boyd-Barrett, Professor, Bowling Green State University, 
Ohio Alex Crawford, Foreign Correspondent, Sky News David Cromwell and David Edwards, Media 
Lens Corinne Fowler, Lecturer, Leicester University Hanan Habibzai, freelance journalist covering 
Afghan-related issues David Hayward, Head of the Journalism Programme for the BBC College of 
Journalism Phillip Knightley, author of the seminal history of war correspondents Allan Little, Special 
Correspondent with the BBC Tim Luckhurst, Professor of Journalism, University of Kent Alpaslan 
Ozerdem, Professor, Coventry University Jake Lynch, University of Sydney, Kevin Marsh, Executive 
Editor at the BBC College of Journalism Donald Matheson, Senior Lecturer, University of Canterbury, 
New Zealand Annabel McGoldrick, peace journalism theorist and activist Stuart Ramsay, Sky News 
Chief Correspondent Vaughan Smith, independent video journalist, founder of the Frontline Club Alex 
Thomson, Chief Correspondent, Channel Four News John Tulloch, Professor of Journalism, University 
of Lincoln This book allows some of our leading practitioners of war reporting to have their say. The 
commentators also have theirs. It is a sobering read, to put it mildly. Huw Edwards, presenter of BBC 
News at Ten

The Economist

“The present study goes beyond reporting on a single year's production and value. It examines 
Afghanistan's opium economy in order to understand its dynamics, the reasons for its success, its 
beneficiaries and victims, and the problems it has caused domestically and abroad.”-- Executive 
summary.

A Guide to Property Law in Uganda

Based on hundreds of oral interviews and unclassified documents, this study offers a comprehensive 
chronological narrative of the first four years of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Strengthening the Partnership

"Discussions of an emerging practice of 'gray zone' conflict have become increasingly common 
throughout the U.S. Army and the wider national security community, but the concept remains ill-defined 



and poorly understood. This monograph aims to contribute to the emerging dialogue about competition 
and rivalry in the gray zone by defining the term, comparing and contrasting it with related theories, and 
offering tentative hypotheses about this increasingly important form of state competition. The idea of 
operating gradually and somewhat covertly to remain below key thresholds of response is hardly new. 
Many approaches being used today -- such as support for proxy forces and insurgent militias -- have 
been employed for millennia. The monograph argues that the emergence of this more coherent and 
intentional form of gray zone conflict is best understood as the confluence of three factors. Understood 
in this context, gray zone strategies can be defined as a form of conflict that pursues political objectives 
through integrated campaigns; employs mostly nonmilitary or nonkinetic tools; strives to remain under 
key escalatory or red line thresholds to avoid outright conventional conflict; and moves gradually 
toward its objectives rather than seeking conclusive results in a relatively limited period of time. Having 
examined the scope and character of gray zone conflict, the monograph offers seven hypotheses about 
this emerging form of rivalry. Finally, the monograph offers recommendations for the United States and 
its friends and allies to deal with this challenge"--Publisher's web site.

Faith-based Diplomacy and Interfaith Dialogue

Institutional Innovation and Change in Value Chain Development
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