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Delve into Anthony Collins' classic philosophical inquiry concerning Determinism and Freewill, a
foundational text meticulously examining the complexities of human liberty. This essential work explores
the age-old debate regarding whether our actions are predetermined or truly autonomous, offering
profound insights for students and scholars of philosophy, ethics, and metaphysics.
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Determinism and Freewill

The Philosophical Inquiry concerning Human Liberty of Anthony Collins' was considered by Joseph
Priestley and Voltaire to be the best book written on freewill up to their own time. Priestley admitted
that it convert ed him to determinism and it had a powerful effect on Voltaire in the same direction.

It seems important to place in its wider historical context a book which so influenced such men and
which greatly impressed the philosophes in general. Therefore - and because such an account has
value in itself - the Introduction contains a survey of the freewill controversy from the time of Hobbes
to that of Leibniz, giving in some detail the opinions of Hobbes, Locke, Pierre Bayle, William King,
Archbishop of Dublin, and Leibniz and an account of the Scholastic doctrine of liberty of indifference -
opinions which either influenced Collins or against which he reacted. The value and originality of Collins'
works need assessing. He was also at times liable to misinterpret or misunderstand the authorities he
guoted. | have, therefore, subjected the Inquiry to a detailed critique. This also gives cross-references
to parallel passages in Collins' works and those of the authors who influenced him, and, by discussing
the philosophical and theological questions to which his writings give rise, obviates the need for a good
many footnotes in the notes that follow the text.

Determinism and Freewill

In this pioneering work of philosophy, Anthony Collins explores the nature of human liberty, probing the
limits of free will and the implications of determinism. With characteristic clarity and insight, Collins
makes a compelling case for the importance of individual freedom in the pursuit of happiness and the
common good. This new edition of his classic text offers readers a fresh perspective on one of the most
important debates in philosophy. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.
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Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human Liberty

In this pioneering work of philosophy, Anthony Collins explores the nature of human liberty, probing the
limits of free will and the implications of determinism. With characteristic clarity and insight, Collins
makes a compelling case for the importance of individual freedom in the pursuit of happiness and the
common good. This new edition of his classic text offers readers a fresh perspective on one of the most
important debates in philosophy. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and
thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human Liberty

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using

a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface.
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human Liberty

This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these books are created from careful scans of
the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately and present it in the way the author intended.
Since the original versions are generally quite old, there may occasionally be certain imperfections
within these reproductions. We're happy to make these classics available again for future generations
to enjoy!

A Philosophical Inquiry concerning Human Liberty. The fourth edition, corrected. [By Anthony Collins.]

In Of Liberty and Necessity James A. Harris presents the first comprehensive account of the free will
problem in eighteenth-century British philosophy. Harris proposes new interpretations of the positions of
familiar figures such as Locke, Hume, Edwards, and Reid. He also gives careful attention to writers such
as William King, Samuel Clarke, Anthony Collins, Lord Kames, James Beattie, David Hartley, Joseph
Priestley, and Dugald Stewart, who, while well-known in the eighteenth century, have since been largely
ignored by historians of philosophy. Through detailed textual analysis, and by making precise use of a
variety of different contexts, Harris elucidates the contribution that each of these writers makes to the
eighteenth-century discussion of the will and its freedom. In this period, the question of the nature of
human freedom is posed principally in terms of the influence of motives upon the will. On one side of
the debate are those who believe that we are free in our choices. A motive, these philosophers believe,
constitutes a reason to act in a particular way, but it is up to us which motive we act upon. On the other
side of the debate are those who believe that, on the contrary, there is no such thing as freedom of
choice. According to these philosophers, one motive is always intrinsically stronger than the rest and
so is the one that must determine choice. Several important issues are raised as this disagreement

is explored and developed, including the nature of motives, the value of 'indifference’ to the will's
freedom, the distinction between 'moral’ and 'physical’ necessity, the relation between the will and the
understanding, and the internal coherence of the concept of freedom of will. One of Harris's primary
objectives is to place this debate in the context of the eighteenth-century concern with replicating in the
mental sphere what Newton had achieved in the philosophy of nature. All of the philosophers discussed
in Of Liberty and Necessity conceive of themselves as 'experimental’ reasoners, and, when examining
the will, focus primarily upon what experience reveals about the influence of motives upon choice. The



nature and significance of introspection is therefore at the very centre of the free will problem in this
period, as is the question of what can legitimately be inferred from observable regularities in human
behaviour.

A Philosophical Inquiry concerning Human Liberty. By A. Collins

This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these books are created from careful scans of
the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately and present it in the way the author intended.
Since the original versions are generally quite old, there may occasionally be certain imperfections
within these reproductions. We're happy to make these classics available again for future generations
to enjoy!

Determinism and Freewill

Gives accurate and reliable summaries of the current state of research. It includes entries on philoso-
phers, problems, terms, historical periods, subjects and the cultural context of Renaissance Philosophy.
Furthermore, it covers Latin, Arabic, Jewish, Byzantine and vernacular philosophy, and includes entries
on the cross-fertilization of these philosophical traditions. A unique feature of this encyclopedia is that
it does not aim to define what Renaissance philosophy is, rather simply to cover the philosophy of the
period between 1300 and 1650.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human Liberty. by A. Collins

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human Liberty

Includes entries for maps and atlases.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human Liberty by A. Collins

Concerns both about the nature of free will and about the credibility of theistic belief and commitment
have long preoccupied philosophers. In addition, there can be no denying that the history of philo-
sophical inquiry into these two issues has been dynamic and, at least to some degree, integrated.

In a great many cases, classical treatments of one have influenced classical treatments of the
other—and in a variety of ways. Without pretending to be able to trace all the historical integrations

of these treatments, there is no real question that these philosophical interrelations exist and are
worthy of further exploration. In addition, contemporary discussions contain more than a few hints of
suspicion that theistic belief is adversely affecting the purity of inquiry into contours of human free will.
Nevertheless, until now there has been no volume systematically exploring the relationship between
religious beliefs and various accounts of free will in the contemporary domain. With a particular eye
on how the former might be—either legitimately or illegitimately—affecting the latter, this collection fills
an important gap in the current debate. Here, sixteen leading philosophers focus their attention on a
crucial point of intellectual intersection, with surprising and illuminating results.



Of Liberty and Necessity

The question whether human choices and actions are causally determined or are in a way free, and
the implications of this for our moral, personal and social lives continues to challenge philosophers.
This book explores the determinist rejection of free will through a detailed exposition of the central
determinist argument and a consideration of the responses to each of its premises. At every stage
familiar examples and case studies help frame and ground the argument. The discussion is at no time
peremptory and the invitation to the reader to be drawn in and to contribute to the debate as an engaged
participant is palpable in the manner and approach adopted throughout. "Free Will" will be welcomed
by students looking for an engaging and clear introduction to the subject, and as a rigorous exercise
in philosophical argument it will serve, for the beginning student new to philosophy, as an excellent
springboard into the subject more generally.

A Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Human Liberty

Vols. for 1969- include a section of abstracts.

Encyclopedia of Renaissance Philosophy

'Of Liberty and Necessity' presents a comprehensive account of the 18th century's discussion of what
remains a central problem of philosophy, the question of the freedom of the will. It will be of interest to
historians of philosophy and anyone concerned with the free will problem.

Lo scrittoio di Anthony Collins (1676-1729)

Héritier de 'hnumanisme de la Renaissance et précurseur du siécle des Lumiéres, Pierre Bayle est un
des penseurs les plus originaux de I'age classique. Protestant exilé aux Pays-Bas, il est devenu un
apo6tre de la liberté de conscience, et son activité de philosophe, de journaliste et de savant ainsi que sa
vaste correspondance lui ont donné un réle-clé dans I'évolution de la culture européenne. Conjuguant
les approches historigue, littéraire et philosophique, les auteurs de ce volume réexaminent la vie et
le discours de Bayle, les themes de son oeuvre et les modalités de leur diffusion. En mettant I'accent
sur les informations fournies par la correspondance et sur le réle de Bayle dans les débats éthiques et
métaphysiques de I'époque, ils étudient: I'activité épistolaire, élément historique déterminant mais aussi
métaphore d'un penseur toujours en mouvement; la réflexion philosophique et politique sur la tolérance,
la liberté, la justice, la vertu - enjeux actuels, notamment dans le domaine de la laicité; les tensions
irréductibles présentes dans le discours baylien sur la raison et la foi, qui refuse toute simplification.
Une riche bibliographie qui répertorie plus de 950 titres parus entre 1900 et 2010 complete ce volume,
et donne un apercu de ces champs de recherche en pleine évolution. La pensée de Bayle a rayonné
sur I'Europe classique en contribuant a sa 'crise de conscience'; nous en redécouvrons I'étonnante
modernité.

The British Library General Catalogue of Printed Books 1976 to 1982
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