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Discourse Markers and Modal Particles

Discourse markers and modal particles are fuzzy linguistic categories that are difficult to describe. The 
contributions in this volume go beyond this statement. They discuss the intersection between modal 
particles and discourse markers and examine whether or not it is possible to draw a line between these 
two types of linguistic expressions. On the basis of new synchronic and diachronic data, from speech 
and writing, from European and Asian languages or cross-linguistically, the authors answer the question 
whether discourse markers and modal particles are distinct categories, whether they form a cline, or 
whether modal particles are a subcategory of discourse markers. This common question shows up 
throughout all chapters, which makes the book to a coherent whole. By disentangling the complexity of 
categorizing multifunctional expressions, this book also sheds new light on the processes of meaning 
extension. The traditional discourse and modal functions are complemented by interactional and textual 
ones. A must read for functional linguists.

Pragmatic Markers, Discourse Markers and Modal Particles

This book offers new perspectives into the description of the form, meaning and function of Pragmatic 
Markers, Discourse Markers and Modal Particles in a number of different languages, along with new 
methods for identifying their ‘prototypical’ instances in situated language contexts, often based on 
cross-linguistic comparisons. The papers collected in this volume also discuss different factors at play 
in processes of grammaticalization and pragmaticalization, which include contact-induced change 
and pragmatic borrowing, socio-interactional functional pressures and sociopragmatic indexicalities, 
constraints of cognitive processing, together with regularities in semantic change. Putting the traditional 
issues concerning the status, delimitation and categorization of Pragmatic Markers, Discourse Markers 
and Modal Particles somewhat off the stage, the eighteen articles collected in this volume deal 
instead with general questions concerning the development and use of such procedural elements, 
explored from different approaches, both formal and functional, and from a variety of perspectives – 
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including corpus-based, sociolinguistic, and contrastive perspectives – and offering language-specific 
synchronic and diachronic studies.

Current Trends in Diachronic Semantics and Pragmatics

Focuses on semantic and pragmatic change, its causes and mechanisms. This work gathers the papers 
that offer studies of language-specific cases of meaning change in particular notional domains. It 
includes case-studies covering central semantic domains such as concession, evidentiality, modality, 
negation, scalarity, subjectivity, and temporality.

English Discourse Particles

There are few aspects of language which are more problematic than its discourse particles. The present 
study of discourse particles draws upon data from the London-Lund Corpus to show how the methods 
and tools of corpora can sharpen their description. The first part of the book provides a picture of 
the state of the art in discourse particle studies and introduces the theory and methodology for the 
analysis in the second part of the book. Discourse particles are analysed as elements which have 
been grammaticalised and as a result have certain properties and uses. The importance of linguistic 
and contextual cues such as text type, position in the discourse, prosody and collocation for analysing 
discourse particles is illustrated. The following chapters deal with specific discourse particles ("now," 
"oh, just, sort of, and that sort of thing, actually") on the basis of their empirical analysis in the 
London-Lund Corpus. Examples and extended extracts from many different text types are provided 
to illustrate what discourse particles are doing in discourse.

Marking Discourse Coherence

The relation between pragmatic markers and the peripheries of clauses, utterances and/or turns has 
been a topic of linguistic interest for the last few decades. Many issues continue to be debated, 
however, such as “how should the notion of periphery be defined?”, “to what extent do pragmatic 
markers in the left versus the right periphery fulfill different functions?” and “which factors determine 
the order of multiple pragmatic markers in a periphery?”. This volume brings together a number of 
studies addressing these and other questions. It presents new data from a diverse range of languages 
– including less researched ones in this context like Ainu, Latvian and Lithuanian – and on a variety of 
types of pragmatic marker – including emoji. The volume as a whole offers new insights into, among 
other things, the subjectivity intersubjectivity peripheries hypothesis, the idea of left-to-right movement 
and the matrix clauses hypothesis.

Pragmatic Markers and Peripheries

Discourse particles fulfil many different functions; they contribute to text structuring, dialogue man-
agement, turn-taking, and politeness. This reference presents a spectrum of approaches to discourse 
particles/markers in their richness and variability, whilst ensuring that the differences and similarities 
between the approaches are comparable.

Approaches to Discourse Particles

Spoken language is characterized by the occurrence of linguistic devices such as discourse markers 
(e.g. so, well, you know, I mean) and other so-called “disfluent” phenomena, which reflect the temporal 
nature of the cognitive mechanisms underlying speech production and comprehension. The purpose 
of this book is to distinguish between strategic vs. symptomatic uses of these markers on the basis 
of their combination, function and distribution across several registers in English and French. Through 
deep quantitative and qualitative analyses of manually annotated features in the new DisFrEn corpus, 
this usage-based study provides (i) an exhaustive portrait of discourse markers in English and French 
and (ii) a scale of (dis)fluency against which different configurations of discourse markers can be 
diagnosed as rather fluent or disfluent. By bringing together discourse markers and (dis)fluency under 
one coherent framework, this book is a unique contribution to corpus-based pragmatics, discourse 
analysis and crosslinguistic fluency research.



Discourse Markers and (Dis)fluency

A collection of papers on discourse markers in different languages, presented at the fifth conference 
of the International Pragmatics Association, Me×ico, in the summer of 1996.

Discourse Markers

This series offers a wide forum for work on contact linguistics, using an integrated approach to both 
diachronic and synchronic manifestations of contact, ranging from social and individual aspects to 
structural-typological issues. Topics covered by the series include child and adult bilingualism and 
multilingualism, contact languages, borrowing and contact-induced typological change, code switching 
in conversation, societal multilingualism, bilingual language processing, and various other topics 
related to language contact. The series does not have a fixed theoretical orientation, and includes 
contributions from a variety of approaches.

Studies in Italian as a Heritage Language

This study investigates the properties of a set of Italian adverbs (among others: pure ‘also’, solo ‘only’, 
un po’ ‘a bit’) that, in specific contexts of use, modify the speech acts in which they appear. On the 
one hand, these elements specify the way in which a speech act should be interpreted with reference 
to the specific interactional context, modifying its illocutionary force. On the other hand, they index 
presupposed/inferred meanings active in the common ground of the interaction, integrating the speech 
act in the common ground. These functions closely resemble those of the elements that, especially in 
the German linguistic tradition, are called modal particles. Drawing on original data from Italian – both 
from the standard language and regional varieties – the goal of the study is to describe the synchronic 
features of these elements and to explain the emergence of the modal uses. For this purpose, it 
jointly employs theoretical notions of pragmatics (speech act theory, inferences in interaction), models 
of language change (reanalysis and conventionalization) and the descriptive tools of sociolinguistic 
approaches. Through the presentation of four case studies, integrating corpus and questionnaire data, 
the present work gives a thorough analysis of the modal functions and the contexts of use of the adverbs 
under investigation: it explores their role at the semantics/pragmatics interface, it discusses their place 
in a layered model of grammar and it examines their distribution across different language varieties.

Modal particles in Italian

Discourse markers - the particles oh, well, now, then, you know and I mean, and the connectives 
so, because, and, but and or - perform important functions in conversation. Dr Schiffrin's approach is 
firmly interdisciplinary, within linguistics and sociology, and her rigourous analysis clearly demonstrates 
that neither the markers, nor the discourse within which they function, can be understood from one 
point of view alone, but only as an integration of structural, semantic, pragmatic, and social factors. 
The core of the book is a comparative analysis of markers within conversational discourse collected 
by Dr Schiffrin during sociolinguistic fieldwork. The study concludes that markers provide contextual 
coordinates which aid in the production and interpretation of coherent conversation at both local and 
global levels of organization. It raises a wide range of theoretical and methodological issues important 
to discourse analysis - including the relationship between meaning and use, the role of qualitative and 
quantitative analyses - and the insights it offers will be of particular value to readers confronting the 
very substantial problems presented by the search for a model of discourse which is based on what 
people actually say, mean, and do with words in everyday social interaction.

Current Trends in Diachronic Semantics and Pragmatics

Particles have for the longest time been ignored by linguistic research. School-type grammars ignored 
them since they did not fit into pre-conceived notions of categories, and since they did not seem 
to enter into grammatical relations commonly discussed in the genre. Only in the last century did 
some publications discuss particles – and even then only from the perspective of their discourse 
and pragmatic functions, i.e. their dependance on certain previous contexts, and concluded that the 
function of particles for the grammar of sentences and their interpretation remains obscure. The current 
volume presents 11 new articles that take a fresh look at particles: As it turns out, particles inform 
many aspects of syntax and semantics, too – both diachronically and synchronically: Particles are 
shown to have fascinating syntactic properties with respect to projection, locality, movement and 
scope. Their interpretative contributions can be studied with the rigorous methods of formal semantics. 



Cross-linguistic and diachronic investigations shed new light on the genesis and development of these 
intriguing – and under-estimated – kinds of lexical elements.

Discourse Markers

This book is a comparative corpus-based study of discourse markers based on verbs of saying in 
English and French. Based on a wide comparable web corpus, the book investigates how discourse 
markers work in discourse, and compares their differences of position, scope and collocations both 
cross-linguistically and within single languages. The author positions this study within the wider 
epistemological background of the French-speaking ‘enunciative’ tradition and the English-speaking 
‘pragmatic’ tradition, and it will be of particular interest to students and scholars of semantics, prag-
matics and contrastive linguistics.

Discourse Particles

This book aims at investigating discourse phenomena (i.e., linguistic elements and constructions 
that help to manage the organization, flow, and outcome of communication) from a typological and 
cross-linguistic perspective. Although it is a well-established idea in functional-typological approaches 
that grammar is shaped by discourse use, systematic typological cross-linguistic investigations on 
discourse phenomena are relatively rare. This volume aims at bridging this gap, by integrating different 
linguistic subfields, such as discourse analysis, pragmatics, and typology. The contributions, both 
theoretically and empirically oriented, focus on a broad variety of discourse phenomena (ranging 
from discourse markers to discourse function of grammatical markers, to strategies that manage the 
discourse and information flow) while adopting a typological perspective and considering typologically 
distant languages.

A Contrastive View of Discourse Markers

Discourse markers constitute an important part of linguistic communication, and research on this 
phenomenon has been a thriving field of study over the past three decades. However, a problem that 
has plagued this research is that these markers exhibit a number of structural characteristics that are 
hard to interpret based on existing methodologies, such as grammaticalization. This study argues that 
it is possible to explain such characteristics in a meaningful way. It presents a cross-linguistic survey of 
the development of discourse markers, their important role in communication, and their relation to the 
wider context of sociocultural behaviour, with the goal of explaining their similarities and differences 
across a typologically wide range of languages. By giving a clear definition of discourse markers, it 
aims to provide a guide for future research, making it essential reading for students and researchers 
in linguistics, and anyone interested in exploring this fascinating linguistic phenomenon.

Discourse Phenomena in Typological Perspective

The aim of this volume is to bring together researchers interested in investigating the role that Discourse 
Markers play in language production and comprehension from an experimental or corpus-based 
perspective. In any kind of human communication, Discourse Markers are part of the game. This 
omnipresence informs us of a crucial inherent aspect of human language. Yet, as a linguistic category, 
Discourse Markers remain underdetermined. To gain deeper insight into this complex linguistic catego-
ry, more systematic work is needed on the production and on the interpretation of Discourse Markers 
in a variety of situational settings, resorting to different methodological approaches. The contributions 
in this volume aim at drawing more attention to the double face of Discourse Markers, namely as 
signals intentionally used by the speaker to facilitate the addressee’s interpretation of the discourse, 
but also as potential traces of the speaker’s production difficulties. The combination of experimental 
and corpus-based approaches and the focus on processing of Discourse Markers in both production 
and comprehension makes this volume a unique contribution in answering the question why we use 
Discourse Markers in certain situations, but also when we do not.

The Rise of Discourse Markers

Germanic languages have been recognized as having not only intensifying or focus particles, but also 
so-called modal particles. The relevant items are specialized discourse markers joined by characteristic 
syntactic properties. After an introductory overview of the complex field, the contributions of the current 
volume capitalize on, but also work much further beyond the baseline of the established insights. 



They offer analyses of (a) new data types within and sometimes across several Germanic languages 
(e.g. varieties/stages of German, Dutch, or Norwegian), encompassing different classes of particles 
and a variety of syntactic-semantic as well as usage-based aspects; (b) the classical dichotomy 
between languages like German and English when it comes to the availability of modal particles both 
synchronically and diachronically; (c) crucial integrated insight from non-Germanic languages such as 
French, Hungarian, Italian, Mandarin, or Vietnamese. A number of mostly interface-based proposals 
of several languages as well as further generalizations are put on the table for both expert and novice 
readers in the field.

Discourse Markers in Interaction

Beyond Grammaticalization and Discourse Markers offers a comprehensive account of the most 
promising new directions in the field of grammaticalization. From major theoretical issues to hardly 
addressed experimental questions, this volume explores new ways to expand – or challenge – current 
ideas on grammaticalization.

Particles in German, English, and Beyond

While discourse markers have been examined in some detail, little is known about their usage by 
non-native speakers. This book provides valuable insights into the functions of four discourse markers 
(so, well, you know and like) in native and non-native English discourse, adding to both discourse 
marker literature and to studies in the pragmatics of learner language. It presents a thorough analysis 
on the basis of a substantial parallel corpus of spoken language. In this corpus, American students who 
are native speakers of English and German non-native speakers of English retell and discuss a silent 
movie. Each of the main chapters of the book is dedicated to one discourse marker, giving a detailed 
analysis of the functions this discourse marker fulfills in the corpus and a quantitative comparison 
between the two speaker groups. The book also develops a two-level model of discourse marker 
functions comprising a textual and an interactional level.

Beyond Grammaticalization and Discourse Markers

This book investigates phenomena at the grammar–discourse interface with a strong focus on dis-
course markers, whose development and concrete uses in a given language tend to be based on a 
close interplay of grammatical and discourse-related forces. The topics range from the transition of 
linguistic signs “out of” sentence grammar and “into” the domain of discourse to differences between 
more grammatical vs. more discourse-pragmatic expressions in terms of structural behavior and 
cognitive processing, and the different, intricate ways in which the usage conditions and meanings 
of grammatical constituents or structural units are affected by the discourse context in which they are 
used. The twelve studies in this book are based on fresh empirical data from languages such as English, 
Basque, Korean, Japanese and French and involve the study of linguistic expressions and structures 
such as pragmatic markers and particles, comment clauses, expletives, adverbial connectors, and 
expressives.

Discourse Markers in Native and Non-native English Discourse

Until recently, little attention has been paid within syntax to components of discourse meaning that 
go beyond information structure and fall into the domain of non-at-issue meaning operating at the 
level of illocutionary force. To approach this domain, many of the contributions of this volume deal 
with the syntax of discourse particles. However, the issue of how to account for discourse particles 
within a more explicit map of the illocutionary domain is a good starting point for considering further 
phenomena related to the syntax of speech acts. By focusing on speech-act related particles and/or 
meaning domains, this volume makes a new contribution to the field, as existing collections either do not 
offer a comparatively narrow focus on particles or are not limited to syntax-oriented approaches. The 
primary audience of this volume are researchers and graduate students interested in state-of-the-art 
approaches to the syntax-discourse interface within the cartographic approach to syntax.

Studies at the Grammar-Discourse Interface

This volume brings together a collection of papers based on presentations given at the 10th and 11th 
Fora for Linguistic Sharing, organised by the Young Researchers Group of the Centro de Linguística da 
Universidade Nova de Lisboa (CLUNL) and held at Universidade NOVA de Lisboa, Portugal, on the 27th 



and 28th November 2015 and on the 25th November 2016, respectively. The papers are authored by 
young researchers in linguistics and present the results of original research in two broad areas, namely 
text and discourse linguistics and grammar. This volume also includes a brief history of the Forum for 
Linguistic Sharing written by its founders, Audria Leal, Carla Teixeira, Isabelle Simões Marques and 
Matilde Gonçalves; a keynote article on text linguistics by Matilde Gonçalves; and a keynote article on 
word formation by Maria do Céu Caetano. Given that it brings together contributions from different, yet 
complementary, subfields of linguistics, the book will appeal to a broad readership of linguists.

Discourse-oriented Syntax

This book takes the reader on a journey through the structure of everyday spoken English, providing 
a fresh look at the relation between language and the mind.

Grammar and Text

An innovative survey that covers the linguistic questions of modality and mood, offering a new model 
for the phenomenon.

Spontaneous Spoken English

This book contributes to the scholarly debate on the forms and patterns of interaction and discourse 
in modern digital communication by probing some of the social functions that online communication 
has for its users. An array of experts and scholars in the field address a range of forms of social 
interaction and discourses expressed by users on social networks and in public media. Social functions 
are reflected through linguistic and discursive practices that are either those of ‘convergence’ or 
‘controversy’ in terms of how the discourse participants handle interpersonal relations or how they 
construct meanings in discourses. In this sense, the book elaborates on some very central concerns 
in the area of digital discourse analysis that have been reported within the last decade from various 
methodological perspectives ranging from sociolinguistics and pragmatics to corpus linguistics. This 
edited collection will be of particular interest to scholars and students in the fields of digital discourse 
analysis, pragmatics, sociolinguistics, social media and communication, and media and cultural stud-
ies.

Modality in Syntax, Semantics and Pragmatics

A thorough overview of work on discourse markers covering a variety of approaches, from discourse 
analysis to computational linguistics

Analyzing Digital Discourses

How are evidential functions distinguished by means other than grammatical paradigms, i.e. by 
function words and other lexical units? And how inventories of such means can be compared across 
languages (against an account also of grammatical means used to mark information source)? This 
book presents an attempt at supplying a comparative survey of such inventories by giving detailed 
“evidential profiles” for a large part of European languages: Continental Germanic, English, French, 
Basque, Russian, Polish, Lithuanian, Modern Greek, and Ibero-Romance languages, such as Catalán, 
Galician, Portuguese and Spanish. Each language is treated in a separate chapter, and their profiles 
are based on a largely unified set of concepts based on function and/or etymological provenance. 
The profiles are preceded by a chapter which clarifies the theoretical premises and methodological 
background for the format followed in the profiles. The concluding chapter presents a synthesis of 
findings from these profiles, including areal biases and the formulation of methodological problems 
that call for further research.

The Syntax and Semantics of Discourse Markers

This book explores the use of discourse markers - lexical items where drawing a distinction between 
propositional and non-propositional, syntactically-semantically integrated and discourse-pragmatic 
uses is especially relevant. Using a combination of qualitative and quantitative methodologies, de-
scriptive and critical (CDA) perspectives, and manual annotation and automatized analyses, the author 
argues that Discourse Markers (DMs) cannot be effectively studied in isolation, but must instead be 
contextualised with reference to other discourse-pragmatic devices and their language and genre 
backgrounds. This book will be of interest to students and academics working in the fields of DM 



research and critical discourse studies, and will also appeal to scholars working in areas such as genre 
studies, second language acquisition (SLA), literary analysis, contemporary cinematography, Tolkien 
scholarship, and Bible studies.

Evidential Marking in European Languages

This volume explores the cross-linguistic diversity, and possibly inconsistency, of the span of linguistic 
means that signal reported speech and thought. The integration of broad linguistic (viewpoint in 
conversation and narrative) and cognitive (theory of mind and understanding the inner life and thought 
of others) strategies for handling mixed points of view will be considered.

Discourse Markers and Beyond

This is the third volume in the series Within Language, Beyond Theories, which focuses on current 
linguistic research that surpasses the limits of contemporary theoretical frameworks in order to gain 
new insights into the structure of the language system and to offer more explanatorily adequate 
accounts of linguistic phenomena taken from a number of the world’s languages. This book offers a 
collection of fourteen chapters organized into three parts and serves as a vehicle for the survey of 
new voices in discourse analysis, pragmatics and corpus-based studies. Part I addresses a panorama 
of topics related to different discourse types, such as talk show discourse, multimodal discourse, and 
everyday spoken discourse, as well as written academic discourse. Part II covers a range of highly 
controversial issues in pragmatics, including the status of ad-hoc concepts, linguistically encoded 
meaning, explicit content, and the lexicographic treatment of modality. Part III encompasses chapters 
which offer an overview of some of the recent phenomena covered in the area of corpus-based 
research, including the semantic functions of the temporal meanings of selected prepositions; the 
diffusion of gerundive complements; the institutionalization and de-institutionalization of neologisms; 
contextual factors in the placement of the adverb “well”; the behaviour of the verb “bake” in copular 
constructions; the syntactic flexibility of English idioms and their thematic composition; tendencies in the 
formation of nouns in tabloids; and the application of cluster analysis to the categorization of linguistic 
data. Drawing on recent advances in discourse analysis, pragmatics and corpus-based studies, the 
majority of the issues discussed here are approached and investigated from a dual perspective. While 
on the theoretical side, an array of different theoretical models is surveyed, in the analytical parts, 
the practical applications of the models examined are tested against data from English (both British 
and American), Estonian and Polish. The wide range of theoretical and empirical issues discussed in 
this book will help to provoke further academic discussion on the study of language in the areas of 
discourse analysis, pragmatics, and corpus-based research.

Viewpoint and the Fabric of Meaning

This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 5th International Conference on Statistical 
Language and Speech Processing, SLSP 2017, held in Le Mans, France, in October 2017. The 21 
full papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from 39 submissions. The papers cover 
topics such as anaphora and conference resolution; authorship identification, plagiarism and spam 
filtering; computer-aided translation; corpora and language resources; data mining and semanticweb; 
information extraction; information retrieval; knowledge representation and ontologies; lexicons and 
dictionaries; machine translation; multimodal technologies; natural language understanding; neural 
representation of speech and language; opinion mining and sentiment analysis; parsing; part-of-speech 
tagging; question and answering systems; semantic role labeling; speaker identification and verification; 
speech and language generation; speech recognition; speech synthesis; speech transcription; speech 
correction; spoken dialogue systems; term extraction; text categorization; test summarization; user 
modeling. They are organized in the following sections: language and information extraction; post-pro-
cessing and applications of automatic transcriptions; speech paralinguistics and synthesis; speech 
recognition: modeling and resources.

Within Language, Beyond Theories (Volume III)

This book focuses on the multifarious aspects of ‘fuzzy boundaries’ in the field of discourse studies, a 
field that is marked by complex boundary work and a great degree of fuzziness regarding theoretical 
frameworks, methodologies, and the use of linguistic categories. Discourse studies is characterised by 
a variety of theoretical frameworks and disciplinary fields, research methodologies, and lexico-gram-
matical categories. The contributions in this book explore some of the nuances and implications of 



the fuzzy boundaries in these areas, resulting in a wide-reaching volume which will be of interest 
to students and scholars of discourse studies in fields including sociology, linguistics, international 
relations, philosophy, literary criticism and anthropology.

Statistical Language and Speech Processing

This volume on grammaticalization focuses on new theoretical and methodological challenges under-
pinning language change. It provides new approaches and insights deepening our understanding of 
the cognitive, pragmatic, and socio-cultural mechanisms that trigger the formation and the change 
of grammars. In this volume, grammaticalization is dealt with diachronically, synchronically and as a 
by-product of dialogic interaction. Another key feature of this book is language diversity; as it includes 
studies on language families ranging from Niger-Congo, Koreanic, Japonic, Sino-Tibetan to Germanic 
and Romance. The novel aspects of grammaticalization addressed are new slants on the fundamental 
debate about grammaticalization as expansion vs reduction; the grammatical formation of ideophones; 
the semantic domain of fear as a source and a trigger of grammatical change, and many other aspects 
of semantic and morphosyntactic development.

Fuzzy Boundaries in Discourse Studies

Pulling together the threads of forty years of research on oblique subjects in the Germanic languages, 
this book introduces a novel approach to grammatical relations, based on a definition of subject as 
the first argument of the argument structure. New data are presented from Gothic, Old Saxon, Old 
Norse-Icelandic, Old Swedish and Old Danish, as well as from Icelandic, Faroese and German. This in-
cludes alternating Dat-Nom/Nom-Dat predicates, where either argument, the dative or the nominative, 
takes on subject behavior. The subject concept is modeled with the formalism of Construction Grammar, 
both synchronically and for the purpose of reconstructing grammatical relations for Proto-Germanic.

Different Slants on Grammaticalization

How can insights from Construction Grammar (CxG) be applied to foreign language learning (FLL) and 
foreign language teaching (FLT)? This volume explores several aspects of Pedagogical Construction 
Grammar, with a specific look at issues relevant to second language acquisition, FLL, and FLT. The 
contributions in this volume discuss a wide range of constructions, as well as different resources, 
methodologies, and data used to learn constructions in the language classroom. More specifically, they 
seek to provide answers to the following questions: What do new constructional approaches to teaching 
and learning foreign language look like that take the insights of CxG seriously? What should electronic 
resources using constructions and semantic frames for foreign language instruction look like? How 
should constructions (pairings of form with meaning/function) in the foreign language classroom be 
introduced? What role does frequency play in learning constructions in the language classroom? What 
types of strategies does CxG offer to facilitate the acquisition of a second language? This volume is rel-
evant for anyone interested in second language acquisition, foreign language pedagogy, Construction 
Grammar, and Cognitive Linguistics. Endorsements: If first language learning flows forth from language 
use, teaching language should be based on relevant usage-patterns, modified in accordance with the 
advanced cognitive and linguistic knowledge of older learners. The current volume shows how insights 
from first and second language learning and usage-based Construction Grammar can be turned into 
evidence-based teaching strategies. Heike Behrens, University of Basel Usage-based Construction 
Grammar has changed our view of language learning, but it is only recently that researchers have 
begun to apply the insights of the constructionist approach to language pedagogy. This volume brings 
together a collection of articles in which experts of Construction Grammar and Usage-based Linguistics 
make concrete proposals for teaching constructions by using corpora and other resources. A must 
read for everybody interested in grammar teaching. Holger Diessel, University of Jena With Directions 
for Pedagogical Construction Grammar, Boas has produced an impressive and much-needed volume 
which excels at illustrating the immense potential of constructionist approaches to improve language 
pedagogy. The contributions to this volume, all authored by leading cognitive and corpus linguists, 
convincingly describe what a successful future of language teaching could look like—one that is 
founded in usage-based linguistics and takes language patterns seriously. I consider this volume 
essential reading for any applied linguist. Ute Römer, Georgia State University

Oblique Subjects in Germanic



This book is a contribution to the growing field of diachronic construction grammar. Focus is on 
corpus evidence for the importance of including conventionalized pragmatics within construction 
grammar and suggestions for how to do so. The empirical domain is the development of Discourse 
Structuring Markers in English such as after all, also, all the same, by the way, further and moreover 
(also known as Discourse Markers). The term Discourse Structuring Markers highlights their use 
not only to connect discourse segments but also to shape discourse coherence and understanding. 
Monofunctional Discourse Structuring Markers like further, instead, moreover are distinguished from 
multifunctional ones like after all and by the way. Drawing on usage-based work on constructionalization 
and constructional changes, the book is in three parts: foundational concepts, case studies, and 
currently open issues in diachronic construction grammar. These open issues are how to incorporate 
the concepts subjectification and intersubjectification into a constructional account of change, whether 
position in a clause is a construction, and the nature of constructional networks and how they change.

Directions for Pedagogical Construction Grammar

The articles collected in this volume offer new perspectives into the relevance of notions such as topic, 
antitopic, contrastive topic, focus, verum focus and theticity for the analysis of the syntax and semantics 
of modal particles, sentence-final particles and other medial, sentential and illocutive particles. This 
book addresses three great questions in a variety of languages ranging from Japanese to Mohawk, 
including Basque, French, German, Italian, Kazakh, Spanish and Turkish, with some insights from 
English and Russian. The first question is the role played by information-structural strategies such as 
left dislocations, clefts or the morphological marking of focus in the rise of discourse particles. In the 
second part, papers are concerned with the relevance of information structure for the study of polysemic 
and polyfunctional discourse particles. Finally, the contribution of particles to the determination of the 
information-structural profile of the clause is examined, as well as their role in the information-structural 
specification of illocutionary types. Language-specific papers alternate with comparative approaches 
in order to show how newer insights on information structure can help resolve some of the classical 
issues of the linguistic research on particles.

Discourse Structuring Markers in English

Discourse is language as it occurs, in any form or context, beyond the speech act. It may be written 
or spoken, monological or dialogical, but there is always a communicative aim or purpose. The 
present volume provides systematic orientation in the vast field of studying discourse from a pragmatic 
perspective. It first gives an overview of a range of approaches developed for the analysis of discourse, 
including, among others, conversation analysis, systemic-functional analysis, genre analysis, critical 
discourse analysis, corpus-driven approaches and multimodal analysis. The focus is furthermore on 
functional units in discourse, such as discourse markers, moves, speech act sequences, discourse 
phases and silence. The final section of the volume examines discourse types and domains, providing a 
taxonomy of discourse types and focusing on a range of discourse domains, e.g. classroom discourse, 
medical discourse, legal discourse, electronic discourse. Each article surveys the current state of the 
art of the respective topic area while also presenting new research findings.

Information-Structural Perspectives on Discourse Particles

Pragmatics of Discourse

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai | Page 9 of 9


