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Dive into the intimate world of book making with these personal reminiscences from Dodo Press. This 
engaging short description offers a unique glimpse behind the scenes publishing, detailing the intricate 
book creation process and sharing memorable experiences from a distinctive period in Dodo Press 
history.
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Personal Reminiscences in Book Making

R. M. Ballantyne (1825-1894) was a Scottish juvenile fiction writer. Born Robert Michael Ballantyne in 
Edinburgh, he was part of a famous family of printers and publishers. In 1848 he published his first 
book, Hudson's Bay: or, Life in the Wilds of North America. For some time he was employed by Messrs 
Constable, the publishers, but in 1856 he gave up business for the profession of literature, and began 
the series of adventure stories for the young with which his name is popularly associated. The Young 
Fur-Traders (1856), The Coral Island (1857), The World of Ice (1859), Ungava: A Tale of Eskimo Land 
(1857), The Dog Crusoe (1860), The Lighthouse (1865), Deep Down, a Tale of the Cornish Mines 
(1868), The Pirate City (1874), Erling the Bold (1869), The Settler and the Savage (1877), and other 
books, to the number of upwards of a hundred, followed in regular succession, his rule being in every 
case to write as far as possible from personal knowledge of the scenes he described.

The Publishers' Circular and Booksellers' Record of British and Foreign Literature

The Poetical gazette; the official organ of the Poetry society and a review of poetical affairs, nos. 4-7 
issued as supplements to the Academy, v. 79, Oct. 15, Nov. 5, Dec. 3 and 31, 1910

Publishers' Circular and Booksellers' Record of British and Foreign Literature

Twelve stories by science fiction master StanisBaw Lem, nine of them never before published in English. 
Of these twelve short stories by science fiction master StanisBaw Lem, only three have previously 
appeared in English, making this the first "new" book of fiction by Lem since the late 1980s. The stories 
display the full range of Lem's intense curiosity about scientific ideas as well as his sardonic approach 
to human nature, presenting as multifarious a collection of mad scientists as any reader could wish for. 
Many of these stories feature artificial intelligences or artificial life forms, long a Lem preoccupation; 
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some feature quite insane theories of cosmology or evolution. All are thought provoking and scathingly 
funny. Written from 1956 to 1993, the stories are arranged in chronological order. In the title story, "The 
Truth," a scientist in an insane asylum theorizes that the sun is alive; "The Journal" appears to be an 
account by an omnipotent being describing the creation of infinite universes--until, in a classic Lem 
twist, it turns out to be no such thing; in "An Enigma," beings debate whether offspring can be created 
without advanced degrees and design templates. Other stories feature a computer that can predict the 
future by 137 seconds, matter-destroying spores, a hunt in which the prey is a robot, and an electronic 
brain eager to go on the lam. These stories are peak Lem, exploring ideas and themes that resonate 
throughout his writing.

Publishers' Weekly

An early realist novel by StanisBaw Lem, taking place in a Polish psychiatric hospital during World 
War II. Taking place within the confines of a psychiatric hospital, StanisBaw Lem's The Hospital of the 
Transfiguration tells the story of a young doctor working in a Polish asylum during World War II. At 
first the asylum seems like a bucolic refuge, but a series of sinister encounters and incidents reveal an 
underlying brutality. The doctor begins to seek relief in the strange conversation of the poet Sekulowski, 
who is posing as a patient in a bid for safety from the occupying German forces. Meanwhile, Resistance 
fighters stockpile weapons in the surrounding woods. A very early work by Lem, The Hospital of the 
Transfiguration is partly autobiographical, drawing on the author's experiences as a medical student. 
Written in 1948, it was suppressed by Polish censors and not published until 1955. The censorship 
of this realist novel is partly what led Lem to focus on science fiction and nonfiction for the rest of his 
career.

The Publishers Weekly

This book has been considered important throughout the human history, and so that this work is never 
forgotten we have made efforts in its preservation by republishing this book in a modern format for 
present and future generations. This whole book has been reformatted, retyped and designed. These 
books are not made of scanned copies of their original work and hence the text is clear and readable.

The Reminiscences of an Irish Land Agent

This spiritual how-to book helps readers discern what they are called to do, find the courage to respond 
to that call, and stay on course to make that vision a reality. Schuster first explains what it means to be 
called to something larger--then to find the life that best fits.

The Athenaeum

A cloth bag containing eight copies of the title.

The Spirit of the English Magazines

The shattering novel of underground life the New York Times called “a cry of rapture and horror . . . the 
purest lyrical genius.” Jean Genet’s debut novel Our Lady of the Flowers, which is often considered 
to be his masterpiece, was written entirely in the solitude of a prison cell. A semi- autobiographical 
account of one man’s journey through the Paris demi-monde, dubbed “the epic of masturbation” by no 
less a figure than Jean-Paul Sartre, the novel’s exceptional value lies in its exquisite ambiguity.

Publishers' circular and booksellers' record

Aerial delights: A history of America as seen through the eyes of a bird-watcher John James Audubon 
arrived in America in 1803, when Thomas Jefferson was president, and lived long enough to see his 
friend Samuel Morse send a telegraphic message from his house in New York City in the 1840s. As 
a boy, Teddy Roosevelt learned taxidermy from a man who had sailed up the Missouri River with 
Audubon, and yet as president presided over America's entry into the twentieth century, in which our 
ability to destroy ourselves and the natural world was no longer metaphorical. Roosevelt, an avid birder, 
was born a hunter and died a conservationist. Today, forty-six million Americans are bird-watchers. The 
Life of the Skies is a genre-bending journey into the meaning of a pursuit born out of the tangled history 
of industrialization and nature longing. Jonathan Rosen set out on a quest not merely to see birds but 
to fathom their centrality—historical and literary, spiritual and scientific—to a culture torn between the 
desire both to conquer and to conserve. Rosen argues that bird-watching is nothing less than the real 



national pastime—indeed it is more than that, because the field of play is the earth itself. We are the 
players and the spectators, and the outcome—since bird and watcher are intimately connected—is 
literally a matter of life and death.

Athenaeum

When you were born you took deep breaths right away. You proceeded to accomplish truly complicated 
things: you learned to talk and walk and write. Language is complex and daunting and you did it. You 
already come equipped to be good at many things. The ability to pick them up is part of your original 
composition. Trust that.

The Academy

Academy and Literature
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