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Explore the pivotal relationship between Byzantium and the Crusades, a defining era in medieval 
history. This period saw the Byzantine Empire navigating intense geopolitical and religious challenges, 
with the Eastern Orthodox Church playing a significant role in interactions and conflicts that profoundly 
shaped both the Eastern Roman world and the Latin West.

Each publication is designed to enhance learning and encourage critical thinking.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document Byzantium Crusades History you have been searching for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

This document is highly sought in many digital library archives.
By visiting us, you have made the right decision.
We provide the entire full version Byzantium Crusades History for free, exclusively here.

Byzantium and the Crusades

The first great city to which the Crusaders came in 1089 was not Jerusalem but Constantinople, the 
capital of the Byzantine Empire. Almost as much as Jerusalem itself, Constantinople was the key to 
the foundation, survival and ultimate eclipse of the crusading kingdom.

Byzantium and the Crusades

Jonathan Harris's classic text chronologically surveys Byzantine history in the time of the Crusades. The 
book reveals the attitudes of the Byzantine ruling elites towards the Crusades and their ultimate inability 
to adapt to the challenges this presented. Using evidence amassed in a wealth of primary sources, 
Harris successfully makes the point that Byzantine interactions with Western Europe, the Crusades 
and the crusader states is best understood in the nature of the Byzantine Empire and the ideology 
which underpinned it, rather than in any generalised hostility between the peoples. Incorporating recent 
scholarship, this 3rd edition has 25 further images, as well as additional maps and genealogical tables. 
This new edition also comes with two significant additions to the text: * Appendix I sees the inclusion of 
seven critical Latin primary sources taken from across three centuries. Translated by the author, these 
sources are then discussed in detail, providing multiple first-hand perspectives on the subject in the 
process * Appendix II provides assessments of various representations of the subject in key fiction and 
non-fiction works, thereby enriching your appreciation of the way that Byzantine interaction with the 
Crusades has been constructed at different times, from various standpoints and in other languages 
This book remains the keystone to understanding the East-West relationship during the Crusades and 
what this meant for the Byzantine Empire.
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Byzantium and the Crusades

This new edition of Byzantium and the Crusades provides a fully-revised and updated version of 
Jonathan Harris's landmark text in the field of Byzantine and crusader history. The book offers a 
chronological exploration of Byzantium and the outlook of its rulers during the time of the Crusades. It 
argues that one of the main keys to Byzantine interaction with Western Europe, the Crusades and the 
crusader states can be found in the nature of the Byzantine Empire and the ideology which underpinned 
it, rather than in any generalised hostility between the peoples. Taking recent scholarship into account, 
this new edition includes an updated notes section and bibliography, as well as significant additions 
to the text: - New material on the role of religious differences after 1100 - A detailed discussion 
of economic, social and religious changes that took place in 12th-century Byzantine relations with 
the west - In-depth coverage of Byzantium and the Crusades during the 13th century - New maps, 
illustrations, genealogical tables and a timeline of key dates Byzantium and the Crusades is an 
important contribution to the historiography by a major scholar in the field that should be read by anyone 
interested in Byzantine and crusader history.

The Crusades from the Perspective of Byzantium and the Muslim World

The essays in this volume demonstrate that on the eastern shores of the Mediterranean there were rich, 
variegated, and important phenomena associated with the Crusades, and that a full understanding of 
the significance of the movement and its impact on both the East and West must take these phenomena 
into account.

The Fourth Crusade

The Fourth Crusade (1202-4) was one of the key events in medieval history The fall of Constantinople 
to the Venetians and the soldiers of the fourth crusade in April 1204 was its climax. It ensured that 
Byzantium’s days as a great power were over. It equally ensured that westerners would dominate the 
Levant – the lands of the old Byzantine Empire –until the end of the middle ages. This book asks just 
how important was the Fourth as a turning point in the Middle East.. The broad setting is the encounter 
of Byzantium with the West within the framework of the crusades. Differences of outlook and interest 
meant that this encounter was soon overburdened with mutual distrust. 1204 was some kind of a 
solution and created situations scarcely conceivable even two years before when the fourth crusade 
set sail from Venice.

Byzantium and the Crusader States, 1096-1204

He traces the actions of Byzantium Emperors in the twelfth century as they sought to keep control of 
the crusading armies within their territories and to maintain their positions with respect to the west, and 
shows how mutual suspicion and attempts at co-operation ended in downright emnity.

The Byzantine World War

The Crusades shook the world. But why did they happen? Their origins are revealed in a new light. As 
part of a medieval world war that stretched from Asia to Europe. At its centre was an ancient empire 
– Byzantium. Told for the first time as a single, linked narrative are three great events that changed 
history: the fall of Byzantium in the eleventh century, the epic campaign of the First Crusade and the 
origins of modern Turkey. Nick Holmes not only presents the First Crusade in a wider global context but 
he also puts forwards new interpretations of the original sources, suggesting that its success was in fact 
largely accidental, and that the central role of Byzantium in the Crusades has been underestimated.

The Medieval Warhorse

Originally published in 1994, an illustrated study of the role and importance of the warhorse, which 
examines how specially bred and trained horses emerged from the Roman and Byzantine eras and 
took their place as an essential element in the military campaigns of medieval Europe.

The Fourth Crusade 1202–04

The Fourth Crusade was the first, and most famous of the 'diverted' Crusades, which saw the Crusade 
diverted from its original target, Ayyubi Egypt, to attack the Christian city of Zadar in modern Croatia 
instead, an attack that was little more than a mercenary action to repay the Venetians for their provision 



of a fleet to the Crusaders. This book examines the combined action and sacking of the city of Zara, 
which saw the Crusaders temporarily excommunicated by the Pope. It goes on to evaluate how the 
influence of the Venetians prompted an attack on Constantinople, analyses the siege that followed and 
describes the naval assault and sacking of the city which saw the Crusaders place Count Baldwin of 
Flanders on the Byzantine throne.

In Distant Lands

In the late fall of 1095 Pope Urban II gave a speech in Clermont, France and set all of Europe into 
motion. As many as a hundred and fifty thousand people eventually responded to the call, leaving 
everything they knew behind to undertake what appeared to be a fool’s mission: marching several 
thousand miles into enemy territory to reconquer Jerusalem for Christendom. Against all odds they 
succeeded, creating a Christian outpost in the heart of the Islamic world that lasted for the better part 
of two centuries. Perhaps no other period in history is as misunderstood as the Crusades, and in this 
fast-paced account, bestselling author Lars Brownworth presents the entire story, from the first clash 
of Christendom and Islam in the dusty sands of Yarmouk, to the fall of the last crusader state. Along 
the way he introduces the reader to an exotic world peopled by mighty emperors, doomed Templars, 
grasping generals, and ambitious peasants. Some of the most famous names of the Middle Ages - 
Richard the Lionheart, Saladin, Eleanor of Aquitaine, and the legendary Prester John - illuminate this 
era of splendor, adventure, and faith.

The Fourth Crusade

On August 15, 1199, Pope Innocent III called for a renewed effort to deliver Jerusalem from the Infidel, 
but the Fourth Crusade had a very different outcome from the one he preached. Proceeding no further 
than Constantinople, the Crusaders sacked the capital of eastern Christendom and installed a Latin 
ruler on the throne of Byzantium. This revised and expanded edition of The Fourth Crusade gives fresh 
emphasis to events in Byzantium and the Byzantine response to the actions of the Crusaders. Included 
in this edition is a chapter on the sack of Constantinople and the election of its Latin emperor. A History 
Book Club selection.

Cyprus and the Devotional Arts of Byzantium in the Era of the Crusades

Professor Carr is concerned here with the devotional arts of the Byzantine world in the period from the 
twelfth to the sixteenth century. The first set of studies deals with groups of illuminated manuscripts of 
the twelfth century, mostly connected with the Eastern Mediterranean, while the second focuses directly 
on Cyprus and its rich Orthodox visual heritage in the later Middle Ages. As Byzantium's strongest 
bridgehead to the Crusades and its heir in the Levantine balance of power, the island of Cyprus retains 
an exceptionally rich legacy of Byzantine culture and artifacts. At the same time, as the seat of the most 
enduring Crusader state, it offers unparalleled testimony to the interplay of Greek and Latin cultural 
traditions as they accommodated and resisted one another under the pressure of Mamluk, Mongol, 
and Ottoman expansion.

The Fourth Crusade 1202–04

The Fourth Crusade was the first, and most famous of the 'diverted' Crusades, which saw the Crusade 
diverted from its original target, Ayyubi Egypt, to attack the Christian city of Zadar in modern Croatia 
instead, an attack that was little more than a mercenary action to repay the Venetians for their provision 
of a fleet to the Crusaders. This book examines the combined action and sacking of the city of Zara, 
which saw the Crusaders temporarily excommunicated by the Pope. It goes on to evaluate how the 
influence of the Venetians prompted an attack on Constantinople, analyses the siege that followed and 
describes the naval assault and sacking of the city which saw the Crusaders place Count Baldwin of 
Flanders on the Byzantine throne.

The Crusades

Examines the effects of the Crusades from a variety of perspectives.



The First Crusade

, first published in 2005, is justly acclaimed as the most complete and fascinating account of the historic 
journey to save the Holy Land from the infidel.

The First Crusade

According to tradition, the First Crusade began at the instigation of Pope Urban II and culminated in 
July 1099, when thousands of western European knights liberated Jerusalem from the rising menace 
of Islam. But what if the First Crusade's real catalyst lay far to the east of Rome? In this groundbreaking 
book, countering nearly a millennium of scholarship, Peter Frankopan reveals the untold history of the 
First Crusade. Nearly all historians of the First Crusade focus on the papacy and its willing warriors in 
the West, along with innumerable popular tales of bravery, tragedy, and resilience. In sharp contrast, 
Frankopan examines events from the East, in particular from Constantinople, seat of the Christian 
Byzantine Empire. The result is revelatory. The true instigator of the First Crusade, we see, was the 
Emperor Alexios I Komnenos, who in 1095, with his realm under siege from the Turks and on the point 
of collapse, begged the pope for military support. Basing his account on long-ignored eastern sources, 
Frankopan also gives a provocative and highly original explanation of the world-changing events that 
followed the First Crusade. The Vatican's victory cemented papal power, while Constantinople, the 
heart of the still-vital Byzantine Empire, never recovered. As a result, both Alexios and Byzantium were 
consigned to the margins of history. From Frankopan's revolutionary work, we gain a more faithful 
understanding of the way the taking of Jerusalem set the stage for western Europe's dominance up to 
the present day and shaped the modern world.

First Crusader

This is the first full account in English of the little known eastern crusades and it offers a challenging 
interpretation of the concept of holy war. Geoffrey Regan uncovers an epic story that is equally as 
dramatic as the better known western crusades.

A Chronology of the Crusades

A Chronology of the Crusades provides a day-by-day development of the Crusading movement, the 
Crusades and the states created by them through the medieval period. Beginning in the run-up to 
the First Crusade in 1095, to the fall of Constantinople in 1453, and ending with the Turkish attack on 
Belgrade in 1456, this reference is a comprehensive guide to the events of each Crusade, concentrating 
on the Near East, but also those Christian expeditions sanctioned by the Papacy as ‘Crusades’ in the 
medieval era. As well as clashes between Christians and Muslims in the Latin States, Timothy Venning 
also chronicles the Albigensian Crusade, clashes in Anatolia and the Balkans and the Reconquista 
in the Iberian Peninsula. Both detailed and accessible, this chronology draws together material from 
contemporary Latin/Frankish, Byzantine and Arab/Muslim sources with assessment and explanation to 
produce a readable narrative which gives students an in-depth overview of one of the most enduringly 
fascinating periods in medieval history. Including an introduction by Peter Frankopan which summarises 
and contextualises the period, this book is an essential resource for students and academics alike.

Byzantium and the Other: Relations and Exchanges

Angeliki Laiou (1941-2008), one of the leading Byzantinists of her generation, broke new ground in the 
study of the social and economic history of the Byzantine Empire. Byzantium and the Other: Relations 
and Exchanges, the second of three volumes to be published posthumously in the Variorum Collected 
Studies Series, brings together fourteen articles published between 1982 and 2012 that reflect her 
enduring interest in Byzantium's political, ideological, and commercial relations with its neighbours. The 
first three articles examine Byzantine attitudes and institutional responses to foreigners and strangers 
within the empire, while the next four concern Byzantium's response to the Crusades and, more 
generally, to questions of justice in the spheres of conflict and colonisation. The final seven articles 
investigate Byzantium's political and commercial relations with other regional and Mediterranean 
powers; particular emphasis is placed on Venice and Genoa, whose increasing involvement in the 
Byzantine economy so marked the final centuries of the empire's existence.

The Fourth Crusade



The Fourth Crusade (1201-1204), launched to restore Jerusalem to Christian control, veered widely 
off course, finally landing at Constantinople which it conquered and sacked. The effects of the crusade 
were far-reaching during the Middle Ages and remain powerful even today, which explains the continued 
vibrancy of its historiography. This volume, based on studies presented at the Sixth Conference of the 
Society for the Study of the Crusades and the Latin East in Istanbul, Turkey in 2004, represents some of 
the best new research on this subject. These essays help to place the Fourth Crusade within the larger 
context of medieval Mediterranean history as well as larger issues such as agency, accommodation, 
and memory that inform new aspects of modern historiography.

The First Crusade

FROM THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE SILK ROADS 'Filled with Byzantine 
intrigue, in every sense this book is important, compellingly revisionist and impressive in its scholarly 
use of totally fresh sources' Simon Sebag Montefiore In 1096, an expedition of extraordinary scale 
and ambition set off from Western Europe on a mass pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Three years later, 
after a journey which saw acute hardship, the most severe dangers and thousands of casualties, the 
knights of the First Crusade found themselves storming the fortifications and capturing the Holy City. 
Against all the odds, the expedition had returned Jerusalem to Christian hands. In 'the most significant 
contribution to rethinking the origins and course of the First Crusade for a generation' (Mark Whittow, 
TLS), Frankopan paints a strikingly original picture of this infamous confrontation between Christianity 
and Islam. Focusing on Constantinople and the Byzantine Empire, a truly fresh interpretation of a very 
old story emerges that radically alters our understanding of the entire crusade movement.

A History of the Crusades: Volume 1, The First Crusade and the Foundation of the Kingdom of 
Jerusalem

Sir Steven Runciman explores the First Crusade and the foundation of the kingdom of Jerusalem.

Constantinople: Capital of Byzantium

This book examines the intriguing interaction between the spiritual and the political whilst reconstructs 
the awe-inspiring city in its heyday of 1200.

A History of the Crusades

Sir Steven Runciman explores the First Crusade and the foundation of the kingdom of Jerusalem.

Constantinople

Jonathan Harris' new edition of the CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title, Constantinople, provides 
an updated and extended introduction to the history of Byzantium and its capital city. Accessible 
and engaging, the book breaks new ground by exploring Constantinople's mystical dimensions and 
examining the relationship between the spiritual and political in the city. This second edition includes 
a range of new material, such as: * Historiographical updates reflecting recently published work in the 
field * Detailed coverage of archaeological developments relating to Byzantine Constantinople * Extra 
chapters on the 14th century and social 'outsiders' in the city * More on the city as a centre of learning; 
the development of Galata/Pera; charitable hospitals; religious processions and festivals; the lives of 
ordinary people; and the Crusades * Source translation textboxes, new maps and images, a timeline 
and a list of emperors It is an important volume for anyone wanting to know more about the history of 
the Byzantine Empire.

Introduction to Byzantium, 602–1453

Introduction to Byzantium, 602–1453 provides students with an accessible guide to medieval Byzan-
tium. Beginning with the near collapse of Byzantium in the seventh century, the book traces its survival 
and development through to its absorption by the Ottoman empire. As well as having an overall 
political narrative, the chapters cover a wide range of topics including society and economy, art and 
architecture, literature and education, military tactics and diplomacy, gender and education. They also 
explore themes that remain prominent and highly debated today, including relations between Islam and 
the West, the impact of the Crusades, the development of Russia, and the emergence of Orthodox 
Christianity. Comprehensively written, each chapter provides an overview of the particular period or 
topic, a summary of the ongoing historiographical debates, primary source material textboxes, further 



reading recommendations and a ‘points to remember’ section. Introduction to Byzantium, 602–453 
provides students with a thorough introduction to the history of Byzantium and equips them with the 
tools to write successful analytical essays. It is essential reading for any student of the history of the 
Byzantine empire.

Warriors and Their Weapons Around the Time of the Crusades

The technological relationship between the three main civilizations of the Western world - Byzantium, 
the Islamic world and the West - most particularly in the area of arms, armour and military technology 
is a field of research for which Dr Nicolle is noted. This volume deals principally with Western Europe 
and Byzantium, which for many centuries learnt from the Muslims in these matters; several articles 
also focus on military interactions in the Crusader states. The work draws upon both written and 
archaeological sources, but above all makes use of the depictions of war and military equipment in 
contemporary art to examine the interconnections across the medieval world.

The End of Byzantium

By 1400, the once-mighty Byzantine Empire stood on the verge of destruction. Most of its territories 
had been lost to the Ottoman Turks, and Constantinople was under close blockade. Against all odds, 
Byzantium lingered on for another fifty years until 1453, when the Ottomans dramatically toppled the 
capital's walls. During this bleak and uncertain time, ordinary Byzantines faced difficult decisions to 
protect their livelihoods and families against the death throes of their homeland. In this evocative and 
moving book, Jonathan Harris explores individual stories of diplomatic maneuverings, covert defiance, 
and sheer luck against a backdrop of major historical currents and offers a new perspective on the real 
reasons behind the fall of this extraordinarily fascinating empire.

Byzantium

For a thousand years an extraordinary empire made possible Europe’s transition to the modern world: 
Byzantium. An audacious and resilient but now little known society, it combined orthodox Christianity 
with paganism, classical Greek learning with Roman power, to produce a great and creative civilization 
which for centuries held in check the armies of Islam. Judith Herrin’s concise and compelling book 
replaces the standard chronological approach of most histories of Byzantium. Instead, each short 
chapter is focused on a theme, such as a building (the great church of Hagia Sophia), a clash over 
religion (iconoclasm), sex and power (the role of eunuchs), an outstanding Byzantine individual (the 
historian Anna Komnene), a symbol of civilization (the fork), a battle for territory (the crusades). In 
this way she makes accessible and understandable the grand sweeps of Byzantine history, from the 
founding of its magnificent capital Constantinople (modern Istanbul) in 330, to its fall to the Ottoman 
Turks in 1453.

The Alexiad

A revised edition of Anna Komnene's Alexiad, to replace our existing 1969 edition. This is the first 
European narrative history written by a woman – an account of the reign of a Byzantine emperor 
through the eyes and words of his daughter which offers an unparalleled view of the Byzantine world 
in the eleventh and twelfth centuries.

Crusades – Medieval Worlds in Conflict

These essays, selected from papers presented at the International Symposium on Crusade Studies 
in February 2006, represent a stimulating cross-section of this vibrant field. Organized under the 
rubric of "medieval worlds" the studies in this volume demonstrate the broad interdisciplinary spectrum 
of modern crusade studies, extending far beyond the battlefield into the conflict and occasional 
cooperation between the diverse cultures and faiths of the Mediterranean. Although the crusades were 
a product of medieval Europe, they provide a backdrop against which medieval worlds can be observed 
to come into both contact and collision. The range of studies in this volume includes subjects such as 
Muslim and Christian understandings of their wars within their own intellectual and artistic perspectives, 
as well as the development of memory and definition of crusading in both the East and West. A section 
on the Crusades and the Byzantine world examines the intersection of western and eastern Christian 
attitudes and agendas and how they played out - particularly in the Aegean and Asia Minor. The book 



concludes with three studies on the crusader king, Louis IX, examining not only his two crusades in 
new ways, but also the role of the crusade in his later sanctification.

The Crusader Strategy

A new look at the crusaders, which shows how they pursued long-term plans and clear strategic goals 
Medieval states, and particularly crusader societies, often have been considered brutish and culturally 
isolated. It seems unlikely that they could develop “strategy” in any meaningful sense. However, the 
crusaders were actually highly organized in their thinking and their decision making was rarely random. 
In this lively account, Steve Tibble draws on a rich array of primary sources to reassess events on 
the ground and patterns of behavior over time. He shows how, from aggressive castle building to 
implementing a series of invasions of Egypt, crusader leaders tenaciously pursued long-term plans 
and devoted single-minded attention to clear strategic goals. Crusader states were permanently on 
the brink of destruction; resources were scarce and the penalties for failure severe. Intuitive strategic 
thinking, Tibble argues, was a necessity, not a luxury.

Medieval Warhorse: From Byzantium To The Crusades

The acclaimed author of Byzantium and the Crusades “offers a fresh take on this fabled but hidden 
civilization” across 11 centuries of history (Colin Wells, author of Sailing from Byzantium). For more 
than a millennium, the Byzantine Empire presided over the juncture between East and West, as 
well as the transition from the classical to the modern world. Rather than recounting the standard 
chronology of emperors and battles, leading Byzantium scholar Jonathan Harris focuses each chapter 
of this engaging history on a succession of archetypal figures, families, places, and events. Harris’s 
introduction presents a civilization rich in contrasts, combining orthodox Christianity with paganism, and 
classical Greek learning with Roman power. Though frequently assailed by numerous armies, Byzan-
tium survived by dint of its unorthodox foreign policy. Over time, its sumptuous art and architecture 
flourished, helping to establish a deep sense of Byzantine identity in its people. Synthesizing a wealth 
of sources to cover all major aspects of the empire’s social, political, military, religious, cultural, and 
artistic history, Harris’s study illuminates the heart of Byzantine civilization and explores its remarkable 
and lasting influence on the modern world.

The Lost World of Byzantium

One thousand years ago, the Byzantine Empire was reaching the height of its revival as a medieval 
state. The ten contributions to this volume by scholars from six European countries re-assess key 
aspects of the empire's politics and culture in the long reign of the emperor Basil II, whose name has 
come to symbolise the greatness of Byzantium in the age before the crusades. The first five chapters 
deal with international diplomacy, the emperor's power, and government in Asia Minor and the frontier 
provinces of the Balkans and southern Italy. The second half of the volume covers aspects of law, 
history-writing, poetry and hagiography, and concludes with a discussion of Byzantine attitudes to the 
Millennium.

Byzantinum in the Year 1000

Clinging to a rugged hillside in the lush valley of Sparta lies Mistra, one of the most beautiful Byzantine 
cities in Greece, a place steeped in history, myth, and romance. The Lost Capital of Byzantium tells 
the story of this once-great city--its rise and fall and its place in the history of the Peloponnese and the 
Byzantine empire.

The Lost Capital of Byzantium

This book offers a new perspective on the Latin take-over of Byzantine territories after the crusader 
sack of Constantinople in 1204, arguing that the new rulers very consciously aimed at continuing the 
Eastern Empire, drawing many Byzantines to their side.

The Latin Renovatio of Byzantium

The interaction between Byzantium and the Latin West was intimately connected to practically all the 
major events and developments which shaped the medieval world in the High and Late Middle Ages – 
for example, the rise of the ‘papal monarchy’, the launch of the Crusades, the expansion of international 
and longdistance commerce, or the flowering of the Renaissance. This volume explores not only 



the actual avenues of interaction between the two sides (trade, political and diplomatic contacts, 
ecclesiastical dialogue, intellectual exchange, armed conflict), but also the image each side had of 
the other and the way perceptions evolved over this long period in the context of their manifold contact. 
Twenty-one stimulating papers offer new insights and original research on numerous aspects of this 
relationship, pooling the expertise of an international group of scholars working on both sides of the 
Byzantine-Western ‘divide’, on topics as diverse as identity formation, ideology, court ritual, literary 
history, military technology and the economy, among others. The particular contribution of the research 
presented here is the exploration of how cross-cultural relations were shaped by the interplay of the 
thought-world of the various historical agents and the material circumstances which circumscribed their 
actions. The volume is primarily aimed at scholars and students interested in the history of Byzantium, 
the Mediterranean world, and, more widely, intercultural contacts in the Middle Ages.

Byzantium and the West

1096. The Pope has called for a crusade to free Jerusalem, and half the warriors of Europe have 
responded. Among them is the Norman, Count Bohemund, one-time enemy of Byzantium, whose 
help is required if progress is to be possible. In company with his warrior nephew, Tancred of Lecce, 
Bohemund must once more cross the Adriatic to the lands of the Byzantine Empire. His first task, 
pushing back the infidel Turks, calls for an uneasy alliance with old enemy Emperor Alexius. But can 
the Crusaders trust the wily Emperor, and is he really on their side?

Soldier of Crusade

The families of Andros Odyssey are entangled in the insanity and the destructive forces of the 
Crusades. The Crusades started with Islam, which expanded through war by making people believe 
through force. This brought the Crusades, a series of holy wars. They were a means of defending 
against the expansion of Islam. The Crusades were led by equally self-righteous, intolerant and ruthless 
people. The proto-imperialism of the Crusaders introduced Western aggression to the Middle East, 
leaving it in ruins and at the same time, devastating Byzantium, which happened to be in the way. 
In desperation, the Byzantines had to fight both, Christians and Moslems. Byzantium, with its stiff 
resistance against the idea of the Crusades, soon became an enemy to the West. As a result, the 
failed Crusades left Byzantium exhausted and vulnerable to new attacks from the East. In spite of the 
danger to the West, help against the Turks came too little and too late, resulting in the total destruction of 
Byzantium and the fall of Constantinople. From the ruins of all these relentless attacks on the Byzantine 
families, new families evolve and old families are transformed because of name changes under the 
Turkish occupation.

Andros Odyssey
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