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The Life of Marianne (La Vie de Marianne), a pivotal French novel by Pierre de Marivaux, was 
originally published between 1731 and 1741. This eighteenth-century work is celebrated for its detailed 
exploration of the social and sentimental journey of its protagonist, Marianne, providing a unique 
perspective on French society during the Enlightenment era and cementing Marivaux's place in classic 
literature.
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A New History of French Literature

Designed for the general reader, this splendid introduction to French literature from 842 A.D.—the 
date of the earliest surviving document in any Romance language—to the present decade is the most 
compact and imaginative single-volume guide available in English to the French literary tradition. In fact, 
no comparable work exists in either language. It is not the customary inventory of authors and titles but 
rather a collection of wide-angled views of historical and cultural phenomena. It sets before us writers, 
public figures, criminals, saints, and monarchs, as well as religious, cultural, and social revolutions. It 
gives us books, paintings, public monuments, even TV shows. Written by 164 American and European 
specialists, the essays are introduced by date and arranged in chronological order, but here ends the 
book’s resemblance to the usual history of literature. Each date is followed by a headline evoking an 
event that indicates the chronological point of departure. Usually the event is literary—the publication 
of an original work, a journal, a translation, the first performance of a play, the death of an author—but 
some events are literary only in terms of their repercussions and resonances. Essays devoted to a 
genre exist alongside essays devoted to one book, institutions are presented side by side with literary 
movements, and large surveys appear next to detailed discussions of specific landmarks. No article is 
limited to the “life and works” of a single author. Proust, for example, appears through various lenses: 
fleetingly, in 1701, apropos of Antoine Galland’s translation of The Thousand and One Nights; in 1898, 
in connection with the Dreyfus Affair; in 1905, on the occasion of the law on the separation of church 
and state; in 1911, in relation to Gide and their different treatments of homosexuality; and at his death 
in 1922. Without attempting to cover every author, work, and cultural development since the Serments 
de Strasbourg in 842, this history succeeds in being both informative and critical about the more than 
1,000 years it describes. The contributors offer us a chance to appreciate not only French culture but 
also the major critical positions in literary studies today. A New History of French Literature will be 
essential reading for all engaged in the study of French culture and for all who are interested in it. It is 
an authoritative, lively, and readable volume.
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Reprint. Originally published: Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, A 2013.

The Epistolary Novel

This book is a volume in the Penn Press Anniversary Collection. To mark its 125th anniversary in 2015, 
the University of Pennsylvania Press rereleased more than 1,100 titles from Penn Press's distinguished 
backlist from 1899-1999 that had fallen out of print. Spanning an entire century, the Anniversary 
Collection offers peer-reviewed scholarship in a wide range of subject areas.

Three French Dramatists

Originally published in 1933, this book presents a concise study regarding the works of Racine, 
Marivaux and Musset, focusing on their pioneering psychological insights and literary realism. The 
text was written by the renowned Cambridge Classical scholar and critic Arthur Augustus Tilley 
(1851-1942). This book will be of value to anyone with an interest in dramatic criticism and French 
literature.

Love in the Theatre of Marivaux

This volume deals with the inherent relation between literary genres and cultural memory. Indeed, 
generic repertoires may be regarded as bodies of shared knowledge (a sort of ‘encyclopaedia' or 
'museum' of stocked culture) and have played and still play an important role in absorbing and 
activating that memory. The contributors have focused on some specific memory-linked genres that 
prove especially relevant in remembering and transforming past experiences, i.e. the (post)modern 
historical novel and various forms of (post)modern autobiographical writing. They deal with such 
renowned authors as Carlos Fuentes, Vargas Llosa, Umberto Eco, Antonio Tabucchi, John Barth, 
Julian Barnes, Michel Butor, Nathalie Sarraute, Alain Robbe-Grillet, Claude Simon, Georges Perec 
and Marguerite Yourcenar. The volume, thus, constitutes an attractive and representative sample of 
(post)modern forms of rewriting and problematizing individual and collective pasts.

Genres as Repositories of Cultural Memory

French Dressing looks at the ancien régime's scenarios of libertine seduction--unsafe sex and its 
consequences for women's lives. It places the gender performances of male and female-authored 
novels in dialogue in order to recover the complexity of a century obsessed, as we are today, with 
writing and living plots of desire. French Dressing exposes the erotic anxieties behind a national culture 
of sexual self-display--French undressing.

French Dressing

A model edition of the early correspondence of one of George III's favourite bishops. ARCHIVES 
Richard Hurd is best known to ecclesiastical historians as one of George III's favourite bishops who 
was offered, and declined, the archbishopric of Canterbury. These letters, therefore, illuminate the 
early career of one of the most prominent clerics of the late eighteenth century. The letters begin in 
1739, just after Hurd had graduated B.A. at Emmanuel College, Cambridge. They chart his gradual 
climb up the ladder of ecclesiastical preferment, through his time as Fellow at Emmanuel and end with 
him settled in the comfortable country rectory of Thurcaston in Leicestershire. Hurd had a wide circle 
of correspondents. He became a close friend of William Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester, perhaps 
the most prominent controverialist of the period. He was also a member of a literary circle which 
included the poets Thomas Gray and William Mason. Indeed, Hurd himself is well-known to students of 
English literatureas the author of Letters on Chivalry and Romanceand as a significant figure among 
the so-called `pre-romantics'. Hurd's letters reveal the full range of his interests, from theology and 
university politics, through literature, to painting and sculpture. This edition, therefore, not only tells us 
about Hurd's early life and career, but also provides a valuable insight into the social life of the Anglican 
clergy in the eighteenth century.

The Early Letters of Bishop Richard Hurd, 1739-1762

This edited collection investigates the kinds of philosophical reflection we can undertake in the 
imaginative worlds of literature. Opening with a look into the relations between philosophical thought 
and literary interpretation, the volume proceeds through absorbing discussions of the ways we can 
see life through the lens of literature, the relations between philosophical saying and literary showing, 



and some ways we can see the literary past philosophically and assess its significance for the present. 
Taken as a whole, the volume shows how imagined contexts can be a source of knowledge, a source 
of conceptual clarification, and a source of insight and understanding. And because philosophical 
thinking is undertaken, after all, in words, a heightened sensitivity to the precise employments of 
our words – particularly philosophically central words such as truth, reality, perception, knowledge, 
selfhood, illusion, understanding, falsehood – can bring a clarity and a refreshed sense of the life that 
our words take on in fully-described contexts of usage. And in these imagined contexts we can also 
see more acutely and deeply into the meaning of words about words – metaphor and figurative tropes, 
verbal coherence, intelligibility, implication, sense, and indeed the word “meaning” itself. Moving from 
a philosophical issue into a literary world in which the central concepts of that issue are in play can 
thus enrich our comprehension of those concepts and, in the strongest cases, substantively change 
the way we see them. With a combination of conceptual acuity and literary sensitivity, this volume maps 
out some of the territory that philosophical reflection and literary engagement share.

Fictional Worlds and Philosophical Reflection

Sexual Antipodes is about how Enlightenment print culture built modern national and racial identity 
out of images of sexual order and disorder in public life. It examines British and French popular 
journalism, utopian fiction and travel accounts about South Sea encounter, pamphlet literature, and 
pornography, as well as more traditional literary sources on the eighteenth century, such as the novel 
and philosophical essays and tales. The title refers to a premise in utopian and exoticist fiction about 
the southern portion of the globe: sexual order defines the character of the state. The book begins by 
examining how the idea of sexual order operated as the principle for explaining national differences in 
eighteenth-century contestation between Britain and France. It then traces how, following British and 
French encounters with Tahiti, the comparison of different national sexual orders formed the basis for 
two theories of race: race as essential character and race as degeneration.

Sexual Antipodes

The Enlightenment Movement changed society forever, driving it forward through new and fresh ways of 
thinking about science, religion, history, politics, and culture. This dictionary offers a balanced overview 
and helps us to understand and appreciate the Enlightenment through its coverage of the basic 
assumptions and values that structured the movement; explanation of how these ideas were articulated; 
the paths of communication they followed; how its key ideas grew, developed and were refracted; and 
how new problems grew out of what were advanced as solutions to older problems. An engaging 
introductory essay along with hundreds of cross-referenced dictionary entries defines the significant 
persons, places, events, institutions, and literary works of the movement. A chronological table charts 
the progression of the movement by indicating the date, the main figures involved, the political or 
society events, and the science, arts, or letters that resulted. The comprehensive bibliography, with 
an introductory essay to the literature, categorized by subject complements this reference that will be 
valued by all seeking basic details about this important period.

Historical Dictionary of the Enlightenment

Édition enrichie (Introduction, notes, chronologie et bibliographie) Vers le milieu du xviie siècle, les 
passagers d’un carrosse qui fait route vers Bordeaux sont attaqués et tués par des voleurs, mais une 
petite fille de deux ou trois ans est épargnée et bientôt recueillie par le curé d’un village voisin et sa 
sœur qui la prénomment Marianne. Une douzaine d’années plus tard, elle accompagne à Paris sa 
mère adoptive qui meurt brutalement. Elle est alors recueillie par un homme de considération, M. de 
Climal, qui la loge chez une lingère, mais lui fait rapidement la cour – une cour à laquelle Marianne 
résiste d’autant plus qu’elle tombe bientôt amoureuse d’un beau jeune homme, Valville, qui n’est autre 
que le neveu de Climal. La Vie de Marianne, que Marivaux fait paraître de 1731 à 1741, commence 
comme un roman d’aventures, mais c’est sa propre vie que raconte la narratrice, une comtesse qui 
ne connaît ses origines que depuis quinze ans, et s’est décidée à écrire ses mémoires sous la forme 
de lettres qu’elle rédige pour une amie. Il se peut que La Vie de Marianne fasse place au romanesque 
et au hasard : c’est aussi finalement un roman d’analyse – celui d’une femme qui raconte son destin 
avec une lucidité qui n’abolit pas la part du secret ni le mystère de l’incompréhensible.

La Vie de Marianne



At once political institution, lived experience, and discursive figure, exile defined Louis XIV's absolutist 
France. The Place of Exile connects the movements of both people and books through and around this 
absolutist territory in order to understand the deliberate construction of real and imagined marginal 
cultures. Four case studies of everyday, sociable writing called leisure literature guide us through an 
ever-widening territory of disaffection and alienation, from the center of absolutism at Louis XIV's first 
court to Europe's international communities of refugees.

The Place of Exile

volume is the first in a two-volume set which constitutes an edition of the sale catalogue of the private 
library of Rushton M. Dorman of Chicago, Illinois, a collection numbering 1842 separate items. The 
book demonstrates book-collecting and reading habits and interests among affluent late 19th-century 
Americans. In addition, the substance and tone of the comments set down by the original compiler 
of the catalogue display the marketing methods employed by a major late-19th-century book-auction 
firm.

The Rushton M. Dorman, Esq. Library Sale Catalogue (1886)

Novels affirm the power of fiction to portray the horizons of knowledge and to dramatize the ways that 
the truths of human existence are created and preserved. Professor Saldivar shows that deconstructive 
readings of novels remind us that we do not apprehend the world directly but through interpretive 
codes. Originally published in 1984. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand 
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of 
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while 
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library 
is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published 
by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

Figural Language in the Novel

This book explores ideas about human physical appearance expressed in French novels of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as well as the pseudoscience of physiognomy that influenced 
them. Physiognomy, which purports to "read" the body as an index to spiritual, intellectual, or moral 
qualities, had its greatest proponent in the eighteenth century Swiss theoretician Johann Caspar 
Lavater. In addition to closely reading the fictional narratives of Marivaux, Balzac, Gautier, and Zola, 
the author offers a critical reading of Lavater's work. He looks at some of the most compelling and 
explicit literary treatments of physiognomy in the French canon, suggesting that the ways authors use 
physiognomical ideas to render the world "hyper-significant" poses fundamental questions about the 
nature of narrative itself. He also shows how physiognomy serves almost invariably as a tool of sexism 
as it attempts to ascribe intellectual or moral qualities on the basis of corporal features. Linked by 
more than their physiognomical themes, these novels share similar dynamics of reading, rhetoric, and 
representation.

Oeuvres de Jeunesse

If moods are as contagious as colds, and wickedness as debilitating as a bad diet, inquiries into 
assorted discourses in 18th-century France still have much to tell. Author Anne Vila shows that multiple 
junctures between the body and the mind promoted a steady commerce of speculation and discussion 
between science and the social salons of the time. 9 illustrations.

Face Value

Critical biographies of classical to contemporary writers.

A History of French Literature: From the earliest times to the end of the eighteenth century

Revised.

A List of French Prose Fiction from 1700 to 1750

Is the pícaro, the roguish hero of early modern Spanish adventure fiction, a 'real man'? What position 
does he hold in the gender hierarchy of his fictional social context? Why is the pícara so 'non-female'? 



What effect has her gender constitution on her fictional social context? In terms of a gendered subject, 
the picaresque figure has hardly been analyzed so far. Although scholars have recognized it as a 
transgressive and subversive model, the 'queer' effect of the figure is yet to be examined. With regard 
to the categories of class, generation, topography, and gender, the contributions assembled in this 
volume explore Spanish, French, English, and German novels narratologically from the perspective of 
culture and gender theories.

Studies in the France of Voltaire and Rousseau

This volume, essentially methodological in orientation, presents a spectrum of French, Russian, and 
American modes of structuralism. Each approach is extrapolated from a structuralist mode of language 
theory (Derrida), period style theory (Jakobson, Foucault), information theory (Lotman), linguistics 
and narratology (Christensen, Ohmann; Barthes, Chatman; Heller and Macris), social anthropology 
(Lévi-Strauss), psychoanalysis (Lacan), sociology (Goldmann), or archetypology (Durand). Each is 
situated in relation to earlier work in each of these fields and then demonstrated and tested by means 
of concrete application to the analysis of two paradigmatic but profoundly different narrative texts of the 
rococo period: Prévost's Manon Lescaut (1731) and Marivaux's La Vie de Marianne (1731-41). While 
the main concern is thus a critical examination of the most controversial modern critical perspectives, 
the study also proposes the first elements of a comprehensive new theory of the rococo.

The Disintegrating Rhetoric of Defoe and Marivaux

Originally published in 1959. This book examines the French Enlightenment by analyzing critical 
thought in eighteenth-centruy France. It examines the philosophes' views on evil, free will and de-
terminism, and human nature. This is an interesting group to look at, according to Crocker, because 
French Enlightenment thinkers straddled two vastly different time periods.

Enlightenment and Pathology

Die Lektüre der anregenden Beiträge wird im Sinne Gleims zu einem >wahren Piquenique für den 
Geist. Die international besetzte Fachkonferenz, die im Gleimhaus in Halberstadt - einem exponierten 
Schauplatz der Geselligkeit und des privaten Buchbesitzes - stattfand, widmete sich unter dem 
Titel Geselligkeit und Bibliothek zwei zentralen Themenbereichen der Literatur- und Kulturgeschichte 
des 18. Jahr-hunderts unter europäischer Perspektive. Aus dem Inhalt: Markus Fauser: Geselligkeit, 
Bibliothek, Lesekultur - Konzepte und Perspektiven der Forschung Emilio Bonfatti: Der Briefwechsel 
zwischen Gleim und Lessing Wolfgang Braungart: Bürger als Epigone seiner selbst Gonthier-Louis 
Fink: Lektüre der Romanhelden im empfindsamen europäischen Roman (1731-1774) Gunter E. 
Grimm: Lektüre im Briefwechsel zwischen Johann Gottfried Herder und Caroline Flachsland Peter J. 
Brenner: Gleims Briefwechsel mit Ramler und Uz Barbara Becker-Cantarino: Die Lektüren Sophie von 
La Roches (1730-1807) Giulia Cantarutti: Die vergessene Bibliothek eines Letterato buon cittadino

Masterplots Cyclopedia of World Authors

Analyzing four best-selling novels - by both women and men - written in the feminine voice, this book 
traces how the creation of women-centered salons and the emergence of a feminine poetic style 
engendered a new type of literature in eighteenth-century France. The author argues that writing in a 
female voice allowed writers of both sexes to break with classical notions of literature and style, so that 
they could create a modern sensibility that appealed to a larger reading public, and gave them scope 
to innovate with style and form. Wolfgang brings to light how the 'female voice' in literature came to 
embody the language of sociability, but also allowed writers to explore the domain of inter-subjectivity, 
while creating new bonds between writers and the reading public. Through examination of Marivaux's 
La Vie de Marianne, Graffigny's Lettres d'une Péruvienne, Riccoboni's Lettres de Mistriss Fanni Butlerd, 
and Laclos's Les Liaisons dangereuses, she shows that in France, this modern 'feminine' sensibility 
turned the least prestigious of literary genres - the novel - into the most compelling and innovative 
literary form of the eighteenth century. Emphasizing how the narratives analyzed here refashioned the 
French literary world through their linguistic innovation and expression of new forms of subjectivity, this 
study claims an important role for feminine-voice narratives in shaping the field of eighteenth-century 
literature.

Masterplots: Cyclopedia of world authors; seven hundred fifty three novelists, poets, playwrights from 
the world's fine literature



The Story of Civilization, Volume IX: A history of civilization in Western Europe from 1715 to 1756, with 
special emphasis on the conflict between religion and philosophy. This is the ninth volume of the classic, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning series.

Cyclopedia of World Authors: GAL-OCO

Transgression and Subversion
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