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Explore the fascinating history and foundational principles of Roman Private Law, a system that 
profoundly shaped modern legal traditions. This overview delves into its historical evolution, key 
doctrines, and enduring influence on legal thought and practice across centuries, providing essential 
context for understanding contemporary legal systems.
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History and Principles of Roman Private Law

Originally published in 1912, this book presents a running commentary on the Institutes of Gaius and 
the Code of Justinian, with an eye to the ways in which laws were practically applied to Roman life. 
Buckland addresses such thorny legal issues as the ownership and manumission of slaves, property 
law, and intestacy. This book will be of value to anyone with an interest in Roman law.

Elementary Principles of the Roman Private Law

Roman law forms a vital part of the intellectual background of many legal systems currently in force 
in Continental Europe, Latin America, East Asia and other parts of the world. Knowledge of Roman 
law, therefore, constitutes an essential component of a sound legal education as well as the education 
of the student of history. This book begins with a historical introduction, which traces the evolution of 
Roman law from the earliest period of Roman history up to and including Justinian's codification in 
the sixth century AD. Then follows an exposition of the principal institutions of Roman private law: the 
body of rules and principles relating to individuals in Roman society and regulating their personal and 
proprietary relationships. In this part of the book special attention is given to the Roman law of things, 
which forged the foundations for much of the modern law of property and obligations in European legal 
systems. Combining a law specialist's informed perspective with a historical and cultural focus, the 
book provides an accessible source of reference for students and researchers in many diverse fields 
of legal and historical learning.

History and Principles of Roman Private Law

This 1939 second edition of a 1925 original covers the main principles of Roman Law from classical 
and later times.

Fundamentals of Roman Private Law
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Burdick, William L. The Principles of Roman Law and Their Relation to Modern Law. Rochester: The 
Lawyers Co-operative Publishing Co., [1938]. xxi, 748 pp. Reprinted 2004 by The Lawbook Exchange, 
Ltd. LCCN 20020254946. ISBN 1-58477-253-0. Cloth. $110. * General survey of the principles of 
Roman law as they have developed over time with respect to their place in civil law, English common 
law and the American and Canadian legal systems. Contents include "The World Wide Extension of 
Roman Law," "The Civil Law in the United States and Canada," "Outlines of Roman Law History," "The 
Corpus Juris Civilis," "The Law of Persons including Marriage, Husband and Wife, Divorce, Parent and 
Child, Guardian and Ward," "The Law of Property," "The Law of Obligations," "The Law of Succession," 
"The Law of Actions" and "The Law of Public Wrongs." A solid introduction to the subject of Roman law 
and its application in personal and family law in subsequent legal systems.

A Manual of Roman Private Law

This is a short and succinct summary of the unique position of Roman law in European culture by one 
of the world's leading legal historians. Peter Stein's masterly study assesses the impact of Roman 
law in the ancient world, and its continued unifying influence throughout medieval and modern Europe. 
Roman Law in European History is unparalleled in lucidity and authority, and should prove of enormous 
utility for teachers and students (at all levels) of legal history, comparative law and European Studies. 
Award-winning on its appearance in German translation, this English rendition of a magisterial work of 
interpretive synthesis is an invaluable contribution to the understanding of perhaps the most important 
European legal tradition of all.

The History and Principles of the Civil Law of Rome

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain 
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work 
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, 
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the 
original work.

The Principles of Roman Law and Their Relation to Modern Law

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Historical Introduction to the Private Law of Rome

Excerpt from Selections From the Public and Private Law of the Romans: With a Commentary to Serve 
as an Introduction to the Subject The purpose of this book is to introduce the student to some of the 
more interesting and instructive principles of Roman law by selected passages from the original Latin 
sources. It is intended to offer to students of Latin a selection of texts gathered from a field well worthy 
of study by those who would broaden their view of Roman life and institutions, as well as by those who 
would extend their acquaintance with the Latin language beyond the Latinity of the authors usually read 
in a college course. It is scarcely necessary to repeat what is acknowledged on all sides - that Rome's 
legal and political institutions are the imperishable monument to the real genius and civilization of her 
people, and that they constitute her most important contribution to the modern world. Furthermore, 
along with the more recent tendency to broaden the scope of philological studies, it is beginning to be 
more fully recognized that the language of the Roman legal writers is worthy of greater attention than it 
has hitherto received. The Roman jurists were as a rule exponents of a concise, clear, and elegant style. 
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find 
more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten 
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format 



whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, 
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast 
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve 
the state of such historical works.

Outlines of Roman Law

This edited collection brings together recent scholarship on the understanding of Roman private law. 
From studying the Latin texts of some of the most famous and influential Roman scholars such as Livy 
and Cicero, Watson has built an invaluable resource on the details of Roman law. The topics covered 
in this volume include: - Enuptio gentis – the right to marry outside the gens; - Manus marriage; - 
Divorce; - Acquisition of Possession; - Acquisition of Ownership; - Acquisition of Young; - Drunkenness; 
- Personal injuries. Including analysis of little-studied Latin texts this important volume comes from one 
of the world's foremost authorities on Roman law, comparative law, legal history, and law and religion.

Roman Law in European History

One of the great and lasting influences on the course of Western culture, Roman law occupies a unique 
place in the history of the civilized world. Originally the law of a small rural community, then of a powerful 
city-state, it became the law of an empire which embraced almost all of the known civilized world. The 
influence of Roman law extends into modern times and is reflected in the great codifications of private 
law that have come into existence in Europe, America, and Asia. Even now, Roman law in modified 
form is the law of the land in Scotland, and the civil code of Louisiana is directly based on Roman law. 
Forming an important part in the historical and intellectual background of understanding and a basis 
for further development of the principles of international jurisprudence. In this book an international 
authority on Roman legal history sets forth in clear, understandable English the institutions of Roman 
law and traces their development through the Byzantine Empire into medieval and modern Europe. It 
is an indispensable study for every American lawyer and for anyone interesting in legal and political 
history.

Roman Law Pleading

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Institutes

Goethe is said to have likened the Roman civil law to a duck: sometimes it is visible, swimming 
prominently on the surface of the water, at other times it is hidden, diving amid the depths. but it is always 
there. This may be said to be true not only in continental Europe and Scotland, where Roman law has 
been a dominant influence, but also in England and the U.S.A., where Roman law has often informed 
and supplemented Common law. None of the great writers on Common law, with the exception perhaps 
of Coke, failed to take Roman law in to consideration, especially on the matters of legal theory. Indeed 
the differences between the two systems can easily be exaggerated. Ne one is better qualified to write 
on these matters than Peter Stein; this collection of his articles covers both the nature and the tradition 
of Roman law and ranges from classical to modern times. The Character and Influence of the Roman 
Civil Law includes discussions of the ethos and principles of Roman law and of their transmission and 
transformation in medieval and modern times. Attention is drawn to the working of Roman law in San 
Marinom which retains the uncodified ius commune. Civil lawyers in England whose work is examined 
include Vacarius, Thomas Smith and Thomas Legge. Roman law in Scotland is looked at in depth, with 
special consideration for the natural law tradtition there. A piece on the origin of the four stage theory 
of social development, which grew out of that tradition and was adopted by Adam Smith, appears for 



the first time. Finally Professor Stein shows the attraction of Roman law to lawyers in the U.S.A. when 
they were trying to establish their own legal system following Independence.

History of Roman Private Law

Excerpt from The History and Principles of the Civil: Law of Rome; An Aid to the Study of Scientific 
and Comparative Jurisprudence The present is a critical moment in the history of law and of formal 
legislation. The common law of England, the customary law of every European State, and the laws 
of Rome and Constantinople, are being brought face to face with unprecedented social needs and 
a call for popular Codes. In India and in Egypt the elaborate system of Mohammedan law is being 
confronted with its long-ignored parent, the law of the Eastern Empire, and, under the influence of 
Western legislation, is crystallizing into new forms. The law of nations, public and private, is being more 
and more assiduously translated into the common language of written law. For this task, the terminology 
the classification, and the logical analogies resorted to are invariably those of the law of Rome. About 
the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books 
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst 
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as 
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority 
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state 
of such historical works.

Historical Introduction to the Private Law of Rome

Comprehensive and accessible, this book offers a concise synthesis of the evolution of the law in 
Western Europe, from ancient Rome to the beginning of the twentieth century. It situates law in the 
wider framework of Europe’s political, economic, social and cultural developments.

History of Roman Private Law ...: Sources

Buckland's magisterial work of 1908 surveys in detail the principles of the Roman law regarding slavery.

Institutes and History of Roman Private Law with Catena of Texts

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

The Institutes

Roman law is one of the key legal systems from which modern European law is derived. In this book Dr 
Tellegen-Couperus discusses the way in which Roman jurists created and developed law, and the way 
in which Roman law has come down to us.The most important creation of the Romans was their law. In 
this book, Dr Tellegen-Couperus discusses the way in which the Roman jurists created and developed 
law and the way in which Roman law has come down to us. Special attention is given to questions 
such as 'who were the jurists and their law schools' and to the close connection between jurists and 
the politics of their time.

Elementary Principles Of The Roman Private Law

Excerpt from Roman Private Law: Founded on the Institutes of Gaius and Justinian This is an attempt 
to meet a want which I have felt in teaching Roman Law at Oxford, viz. sonic book which is content 
to give, as simply as possible, the subject-matter of the Institutes of Gaius and Justinian, following, in 
the main, the original order of treatment. It has proved impossible to keep strictly within these limits, 
and while I have sometimes judged it expedient to omit minor details of little practical importance, such 
as some of the degrees of cognatic relationship, I have also found it necessary, in order to make a 
coherent statement, to add information not contained in the Institutes, but derived from the Digest, 
Code, Novels, or from modern Civilians. In some cases, where the evidence is weak or controversy 
rages, I have ventured to state dogmatically what in a more pretentious work would require qualification. 



The Historical Introduction presupposes a knowledge of the elements of Roman Constitutional History. 
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find 
more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten 
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format 
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, 
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast 
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve 
the state of such historical works.

Sources of the Roman Civil Law

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain 
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work 
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, 
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the 
original work.

A Manual of the Principles of Roman Law Relating to Persons, Property, and Obligations

This unique publication offers a complete history of Roman law, from its early beginnings through to 
its resurgence in Europe where it was widely applied until the eighteenth century. Besides a detailed 
overview of the sources of Roman law, the book also includes sections on private and criminal law and 
procedure, with special attention given to those aspects of Roman law that have particular importance 
to today's lawyer. The last three chapters of the book offer an overview of the history of Roman law from 
the early Middle Ages to modern times and illustrate the way in which Roman law furnished the basis of 
contemporary civil law systems. In this part, special attention is given to the factors that warranted the 
revival and subsequent reception of Roman law as the ‘common law’ of Continental Europe. Combining 
the perspectives of legal history with those of social and political history, the book can be profitably 
read by students and scholars, as well as by general readers with an interest in ancient and early 
European legal history. The civil law tradition is the oldest legal tradition in the world today, embracing 
many legal systems currently in force in Continental Europe, Latin America and other parts of the world. 
Despite the considerable differences in the substantive laws of civil law countries, a fundamental unity 
exists between them. The most obvious element of unity is the fact that the civil law systems are all 
derived from the same sources and their legal institutions are classified in accordance with a commonly 
accepted scheme existing prior to their own development, which they adopted and adapted at some 
stage in their history. Roman law is both in point of time and range of influence the first catalyst in the 
evolution of the civil law tradition.

Selections From the Public and Private Law of the Romans

Excerpt from The Institutes: A d104book of the History and System of Roman Private Law The 
eighth and subsequent German editions only difier in details from the seventh. The eleventh German 
edition - of which the current (the twelfth) edition is merely a, reprint - was carefully revised in the 
light, more particularly, of the most recent literature on the history of Roman law, and the chapter 
011 the Law of Obligations (especially the section dealing with the contract of sale) About the 
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books 
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst 
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as 
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority 
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state 
of such historical works.

Studies in Roman Private Law

Roman Law
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