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Explore the unique experiences of middle-class English men on the Home Front during World War I 
(1914-1918), focusing on their civilian lives ('civvies') away from the battlefield. This period presented 
significant challenges and adaptations for British men, shaping their social roles and daily routines 
as they supported the war effort from home, offering a fascinating glimpse into WW1 civilian life in 
England.
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Civvies

The history of the First World War continues to attract enormous interest. However, most attention 
remains concentrated on combatants, creating a misleading picture of wartime Britain: one might be 
forgiven for assuming that by 1918, the country had become virtually denuded of civilian men and 
particularly of middle-class men who – or so it seems – volunteered en masse in the early months 
of war. In fact, the majority of middle-class (and other) men did not enlist, but we still know little about 
their wartime experiences. Civvies thus takes a different approach to the history of the war and focuses 
on those middle-class English men who did not join up, not because of moral objections to war, but 
for other (much more common) reasons, notably age, family responsibilities or physical unfitness. In 
particular, Civvies questions whether, if serviceman were the apex of manliness, were middle-class 
civilian men inevitably condemned to second-class, ‘unmanly’ status?
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Civvies questions whether, if serviceman were the apex of manliness, were middle-class civilian men 
inevitably condemned to second-class, 'unmanly' status?

Civvies

Civvies explores the experiences of middle-class men on the English home front during the First World 
War. Although the conflict continues to attract enormous interest, most attention remains focused on 
the experiences of servicemen, rather than the majority of adult men who were not enlisted into the 
armed forces: we still know very little about those men who spent the war years on the home front. This 
book thus focuses on those middle-class English men who did not join the armed forces not because 
of moral or political objections to war, but for a variety of other (much more common) reasons, notably 
exemption, age, family responsibilities or physical unfitness, questioning whether and to what extent 
practices, relationships and identities were disrupted by the experiences of war on the home front. 
Civvies focuses on four inter-linked areas that were central to most English middle-class men's lives, 
and where the challenges of war on the home front forced middle-class men to rethink conventional 
understandings of appropriate, 'manly' conduct: the war effort, work, family and relationships, and 
consumption and leisure. The ways in which middle-class men navigated their way through these 
areas of life and negotiated the pressures and hardships of war on the home front, as well as their 
shifting relationships with 'others', either combatants or civilians, are all considered. Overall, this book 
questions whether, at a time when strong links were forged between manliness and military service, 
middle-class civilian men found themselves automatically condemned to 'unmanly' status, or did they 
develop alternative ways of being 'manly' civilians?

The British Home Front and the First World War

The fullest account yet of the British home front in the First World War and how war changed Britain 
forever.

Respectability, Bankruptcy and Bigamy in Late Nineteenth- and Early Twentieth-Century Britain

Respectability, Bankruptcy and Bigamy in Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century Britain explores 
the vexed question of middle-class respectability in Victorian and Edwardian Britain. It focuses upon 
the life of London solicitor Hamilton Pawley (1860–1936), who was barred from working by the Law 
Society, twice declared bankrupt, and in 1919 was sentenced to eighteen months’ imprisonment with 
hard labour for bigamously marrying a woman practically forty years his junior. If Pawley did not suffer 
the revenge of respectable society, it is difficult to think who would. Drawing upon the fact that the 
disgraced and the disreputable have always tended to attract a disproportionate amount of attention, 
the book ranges widely, exploring such important issues as middle-class education, career choices, 
the dynamics of family life, and the workings of the late nineteenth and early twentieth-century legal 
system. It shows that Pawley was able to hold on to his professional – and even gentlemanly – status 
for far longer than seemed likely. This all suggests, the book concludes, that although respectability 
was as important to the middle class as we have always been told, it was both easier to acquire and 
easier to retain than we have generally been led to believe. This book will appeal to all those interested 
in British society in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.



An Equal Burden

An Equal Burden forms the first scholarly study of the Army Medical Services in the First World War to 
focus on the roles and experiences of the men of the ranks of the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC). 
These men, through their work as stretcher bearers and orderlies, provided a range of labour, both 
physical and emotional, in aid of the sick and wounded. They were not professional medical caregivers, 
yet were called upon to provide medical care, however rudimentary; they served in uniform, under 
military discipline, yet were forbidden, as non-combatants, from carrying weapons. Their service as 
men in wartime, was thus unique. Structured both chronologically and thematically, this study examines 
both the work that RAMC rankers undertook and its importance to the running of the chain of medical 
evacuation. It additionally explores the gendered status of these men within the medical, military and 
cultural hierarchies of a society engaged in total war, locating their service within the context of that 
of doctors, female nurses and combatant servicemen. Through close readings of official documents, 
personal papers, and cultural representations, both verbal and visual, it argues that the ranks of the 
RAMC formed a space in which non-commissioned servicemen, through their many roles, defined and 
redefined medical caregiving as men's work in wartime.

The Oxford Handbook of Gender, War, and the Western World Since 1600

To date, war history has focused predominantly on the efforts of and impact of war on male participants. 
However, this limited focus disregards the complexity of gendered experiences with war and the military. 
The Oxford Handbook of Gender, War, and the Western World since 1600 investigates how conceptions 
of gender have contributed to the shaping of military culture, examining the varied ideals and practices 
that have socially differentiated men and women'swartime experiences. Covering the major periods in 
warfare since the seventeenth century, The Handbook explores cultural representations of war and the 
interconnectedness of the military with civil society and its transformations.

Gerald Howard-Smith and the ‘Lost Generation’ of Late Victorian and Edwardian England

Gerald Howard-Smith’s life is intriguing both in its own right and as a vehicle for exploring the world 
in which he lived. Tall, boisterous and sometimes rather irascible, he was one of the so-called ‘Lost 
Generation’ whose lives were cut short by the First World War. Brought up in London, and educated 
at Eton and Cambridge, he excelled both at cricket and athletics. After qualifying as a solicitor he 
moved to Wolverhampton and threw himself into the local sporting scene, making a considerable name 
for himself in the years before the First World War. Volunteering for military service in 1914, he was 
decorated for bravery before being killed in action two years later. Reporting his death, the War History 
of the South Staffordshire Regiment claimed that, ‘In his men’s eyes he lived as a loose-limbed hero, 
and in him they lost a very humorous and a very gallant gentleman.’ As well as telling the fascinating 
story of Gerald Howard-Smith for the first time, this important new biography explores such complex 
and important issues as childhood and adolescence, class relations, sporting achievement, manliness 
and masculinity, metropolitan-provincial relationships, and forms of commemoration. It will therefore 
be of interest to educationalists, sports historians, local and regional historians, and those interested 
in class, gender and civilian-military relations – indeed all those seeking to understand the economic, 
social, and cultural life of late nineteenth and early twentieth-century Britain.

The British Army and the First World War

A comprehensive new history of the shaping and performance of the British army during the First World 
War.

Writing a War of Words

Writing a War of Words is the first exploration of the war-time quest by Andrew Clark - a writer, historian, 
and volunteer on the first edition of the Oxford English Dictionary - to document changes in the English 
language from the start of the First World War up to 1919. Clark's unique series of lexical scrapbooks, 
replete with clippings, annotations, and real-time definitions, reveals a desire to put living language 
history to the fore, and to create a record of often fleeting popular use. The rise of trench warfare, the 
Zeppelinophobia of total war, and descriptions of shellshock (and raid shock on the Home Front) all 
drew his attentive gaze. The archive includes examples from a range of sources, such as advertising, 
newspapers, and letters from the Front, as well as documenting social issues such as the shifting 
forms of representation as women 'did their bit' on the Home Front. Lynda's Mugglestone's fascinating 



investigation of this valuable archive reassesses the conventional accounts of language history during 
this period, recuperates Clark himself as another 'forgotten lexicographer', challenges the received 
wisdom on the inexpressibilities of war, and examines the role of language as an interdisciplinary lens 
on history.

Georgette Heyer, History and Historical Fiction

The Nonesuch is the name of one of Georgette Heyer’s most famous novels. It means a person or 
thing without equal, and Georgette Heyer is certainly that. Her historical works inspire a fiercely loyal, 
international readership and are championed by literary figures such as A. S. Byatt and Stephen Fry. 
Georgette Heyer, History, and Historical Fiction brings together an eclectic range of chapters from 
scholars all over the world to explore the contexts of Heyer’s career. Divided into four parts – gender; 
genre; sources; and circulation and reception – the volume draws on scholarship on Heyer and her 
contemporaries to show how her work sits in a chain of influence, and why it remains pertinent to current 
conversations on books and publishing in the twenty-first century. Heyer’s impact on science fiction is 
accounted for, as are the milieu she was writing in, the many subsequent works that owe Heyer’s writing 
a debt, and new methods for analysing these enduring books. From the gothic to data science, there 
is something for everyone in this volume; a celebration of Heyer’s ‘nonesuch’ status amongst historical 
novelists, proving that she and her contemporary women writers deserve to be read (and studied) as 
more than just guilty pleasures.

Fathers and Sons in the English Middle Class, c. 1870–1920

This book explores the relationship between middle-class fathers and sons in England between c. 1870 
and 1920. We now know that the conventional image of the middle-class paterfamilias of this period as 
cold and authoritarian is too simplistic, but there is still much to be discovered about relationships in 
middle-class families. Paying especial attention to gender and masculinities, this book focuses on the 
interactions between fathers and sons, exploring how relationships developed and masculine identities 
were negotiated from infancy and childhood to adulthood and old age. Drawing on sources as diverse 
as autobiographies, oral history interviews, First World War conscription records and press reports of 
violent incidents, this book questions how fathers and sons negotiated relationships marked by shifting 
relations of power, as well as by different combinations of emotional entanglements, obligations and 
ties. It explores changes as fathers and sons grew older and assesses fathers’ role in trying to mould 
sons’ masculine identities, characters and lives. It reveals negotiation and compromise, as well as 
rebellion and conflict, underlining that fathers and sons were important to each other, their relationships 
a significant – if often overlooked – aspect of middle-class men’s lives and identities.

Men in reserve

Men in reserve focuses on working class civilian men who, as a result of working in reserved 
occupations, were exempt from enlistment in the armed forces. It uses fifty six newly conducted 
oral history interviews as well as autobiographies, visual sources and existing archived interviews to 
explore how this group articulated their wartime experiences and how they positioned themselves in 
relation to the hegemonic discourse of military masculinity. It considers the range of masculine identities 
circulating amongst civilian male workers during the war and investigates the extent to which reserved 
workers draw upon these identities when recalling their wartime selves. It argues that the Second World 
War was capable of challenging civilian masculinities, positioning the civilian man below that of the 
'soldier hero' while, simultaneously, reinforcing them by bolstering the capacity to provide and to earn 
high wages, frequently in risky and dangerous work, all which were key markers of masculinity.

Bodies of Work

Bodies of Work examines the transnational development of large-scale national systems, international 
organizations, technologies, and cultural material aimed at rehabilitating Allied ex-servicemen, disabled 
in the First World War. When nations mobilised in August 1914, it was thought that casualties would 
be minimal and the war would be quickly over. Little consideration was given to what ought to be 
done for those men whose bodies would forever bear the marks of war's destruction. Julie M. Powell 
charts how rehabilitation emerged as the best means to deal with millions of disabled ex-servicemen. 
She considers the ways in which rehabilitation was shaped by both durable and discrete influences, 
including social reformism, paternalist philanthropy, the movement for workers' rights, patriotism, class 
tensions, cultural ideas about manliness and disability, nationalism, and internationalism. Powell sheds 



light on the ways in which rehabilitation systems became sites for the contestation and maintenance 
of boundaries of belonging.

Men and masculinities in modern Britain

Men and masculinities provides an engaging, accessible and provocative introduction to histories of 
masculinity for all readers interested in contemporary gender politics. The book offers a critical overview 
of ongoing historiographical debates and the historical making of men’s lives and identities and ideas 
of masculinity between the 1890s and the present day. In setting out a new agenda for the field, 
it makes an ambitious argument for the importance of writing histories which are present-centred 
and politically engaged. This means that the book engages head-on with ferocious debates about 
men’s social position and the status of masculinity in contemporary public life. In establishing a critical 
genealogy for the proliferation of this crisis talk, it sets out new ways of understanding how men’s lives 
and ideas of masculinity have changed over time while patriarchy and male power have persisted.

Civilians into soldiers

Civilians into soldiers is an examination of body cultures in the British Army during the Second World 
War. Drawing on a wealth of official records and servicemen’s personal testimonies, it explores the ways 
in which male civilians were turned into soldiers through the techniques by which they were inducted 
into military service. It follows the chronological experiences of wartime recruits, from their enlistment 
and training to their confrontations with wounding and death, and traces the significance of the body 
throughout. As such, it provides new ways of understanding how the British prepared for and conducted 
the Second World War. Civilians into soldiers will appeal to students and specialists in British social 
and cultural history, war studies and military medicine and health.

The experience of occupation in the Nord, 1914–18

This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC) open access 
license. This book is available as an open access ebook under a CC-BY-NC-ND licence. Much of 
the French department of the Nord was occupied during the First World War. This book considers 
the ways in which occupied locals responded to and understood their situation, focusing on key 
behaviours adopted by locals and the beliefs surrounding such conduct. Key topics examined include 
forms of complicity, disunity, criminality, resistance, and the memory of the occupation. This local case 
study calls into question overly-patriotic readings of this experience, and suggests a new conceptual 
vocabulary to help understand certain civilian behaviours under military occupation. Drawing on 
extensive primary documentation, this book proposes that a dominant ‘occupied culture’ existed among 
locals: a moral-patriotic framework, born of both pre-war socio-cultural norms and daily interaction with 
the enemy, that guided conduct and was especially concerned with what was considered acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour.

Brothers in the Great War

This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access 
license. Siblings are our longest lasting relationships. Narratives of the Great War abound with the 
war stories of brothers and sisters. Their emotional experiences span the novelty of departing for war 
or taking up war work, the turmoil of facing combat, the effort to provide ongoing support for family 
members, the ever-present anxiety for soldier-brothers, the depth of sibling grief and the multifarious 
ways surviving siblings sought to preserve the memory of their fallen brothers. This social and cultural 
history places siblinghood at the heart of our understanding of the war generation and how they 
balanced conflicting obligations to the nation, the military and their families. Drawing on a range of 
material, Brothers in the Great War, reveals how sibling bonds sustained fighting men and presents a 
novel insight into twentieth-century familial life.

Landscapes of the First World War

This comparative and transnational study of landscapes in the First World War offers new perspectives 
on the ways in which landscapes were idealised, mobilised, interpreted, exploited, transformed and 
destroyed by the conflict. The collection focuses on four themes: environment and climate, industrial 
and urban landscapes, cross-cultural encounters, and legacies of the war. The chapters cover Europe, 
Russia, the Middle East, Africa and the US, drawing on a range of approaches including battlefield 



archaeology, military history, medical humanities, architecture, literary analysis and environmental 
history. This volume explores the environmental impact of the war on diverse landscapes and how 
landscapes shaped soldiers’ experiences at the front. It investigates how rural and urban locales were 
mobilised to cater to the demands of industry and agriculture. The enduring physical scars and the 
role of landscape as a crucial locus of memory and commemoration are also analysed. The chapter 
'The Long Carry: Landscapes and the Shaping of British Medical Masculinities in the First World War' 
is open access under a CC BY 4.0 license via link.springer.com.

The unimagined community

The unimagined community presents a wide-ranging study of South Vietnemese culture, from political 
philosophy and psychological warfare to popular culture and film. The book pursues the provocative 
claim that in its early phase the conflict was not an anti-communist crusade, but a struggle between 
two different forms of anticolonial communism.

A new naval history

This volume brings together a diverse selection of the latest academic research in the field of naval 
history. No longer confined to analyses of ships and battles, it is the first publication to capture a new 
form naval history that engages with race, sexuality, gender, material culture, popular culture and fine 
art. Edited by two leading historians of the Royal Navy, it will become a defining book in the field.

Working in a world of hurt

Working in a world of hurt fills a significant gap in the studies of the psychological trauma wrought by 
war. It focuses not on soldiers, but on the men and women who fought to save them in casualty clearing 
stations, hospitals and prison camps. The writings by doctors, nurses, ambulance drivers and other 
medical personnel reveal the spectrum of their responses that range from breakdown to resilience. 
Through a rich analysis of both published and unpublished personal from the First World War in the 
early twentieth century to Iraq in the early twenty-first, Acton and Potter put centre stage the letters, 
diaries, memoirs and weblogs that have chronicled physical and emotional suffering, many for the first 
time. Wide-ranging in scope, interdisciplinary in method, and written in a scholarly yet accessible style, 
Working in a world of hurt is essential reading for lecturers and students as well as the general reader.

Europe on the move

Mass population displacement affected millions of Europe’s civilians across the different theatres of war 
in 1914–18. At the end of the war, a senior Red Cross official wrote ‘there were refugees everywhere. 
It was as if the entire world had to move or was waiting to move’. Europe on the move: refugees in the 
era of the Great War, 1912–23 is the first attempt to understand their experiences as a whole and to 
establish the political, social and cultural significance and ramifications of the wartime refugee crisis. 
Drawing on original research by leading specialists from more than a dozen countries, it will become the 
definitive work on the subject and will appeal to anyone who wishes to understand how governments 
and public opinion responded to refugees a century ago.

A history of the Greek resistance in the Second World War

A history of the Greek resistance in the Second World War discusses one of the most troubled and 
fascinating aspects of modern Greek and European history: the anti-axis resistance. It is a pioneering 
history of the men and women who waged the struggle against the axis as members of the armed 
partisans of ELAS and EDES. Using a wide range of previously unused sources, the book reconstructs 
daily life in the guerrilla armies and explores the complex reasons that led the partisans to enlist and 
fight. It also discusses the relations between the guerrillas and the civilian population, and examines 
how the guerrillas' experience of combat, hardship and loss shaped their understanding of their task 
and social attitudes. The book makes fascinating reading both for academics and for lay readers who 
are interested in modern Greek history, military history and the history of the Second World War.

The Korean War in Britain

The Korean War in Britain explores the social and cultural impact of the Korean War (1950–53) on 
Britain. Coming just five years after the ravages of the Second World War, Korea was a deeply unsettling 
moment in post-war British history. From allegations about American use of ‘germ’ warfare to anxiety 



over Communist use of ‘brainwashing’ and treachery at home, the Korean War precipitated a series 
of short-lived panics in 1950s Britain. But by the time of its uneasy ceasefire in 1953, the war was 
becoming increasingly forgotten. Using Mass Observation surveys, letters, diaries and a wide range of 
under-explored contemporary material, this book charts the war’s changing position in British popular 
imagination and asks how it became known as the ‘Forgotten War’. It explores the war in a variety of 
viewpoints – conscript, POW, protester and veteran – and is essential reading for anyone interested in 
Britain’s Cold War past.

The silent morning

This is the first book to study the cultural impact of the Armistice of 11 November 1918. It contains 14 
new essays from scholars working in literature, music, art history and military history. The Armistice 
brought hopes for a better future, as well as sadness, disappointment and rage. Many people in all the 
combatant nations asked hard questions about the purpose of the war. These questions are explored in 
complex and nuanced ways in the literature, music and art of the period. This book revisits the silence of 
the Armistice and asks how its effect was to echo into the following decades. The essays are genuinely 
interdisciplinary and are written in a clear, accessible style.

Propaganda and Conflict

Propaganda has always played a key role in shaping attitudes during periods of conflict and the 
academic study of propaganda, commencing in earnest in 1915, has never really left us. We continue 
to want to understand propaganda's inner-workings and, in doing so, to control and confine its 
influence. We remain anxious about pernicious information warfare campaigns, especially those that 
seemingly endanger liberal democracy or freedom of thought. What are the challenges, then, of 
studying propaganda studies in the twenty-first century? Much scholarship remains locked into the 
study of state-led campaigns, however an area of special concern in recent years has been the loss 
of official control over the basic instruments of mass communication. This has been seen in the rise 
of 'fake news' and the ability of non-state actors to influence political events. This volume presents 
the latest research in propaganda studies, featuring contributions from a range of leading scholars and 
covering the most cutting-edge scholarship in the study of propaganda from World War I to the present.

French children under the Allied bombs, 1940–45

Provides a unique perspective on the Allied bombing of France during the Second World War which 
killed around 57,000 French civilians. Using oral history and archival research, it provides an insight 
into children's wartime lives in which bombing often featured prominently, even though it has slipped 
out of French collective memory.

Dying for the nation

Death in war matters. It matters to the individual, threatened with their own death, or the death of loved 
ones. It matters to groups and communities who have to find ways to manage death, to support the 
bereaved and to dispose of bodies amidst the confusion of conflict. It matters to the state, which has 
to find ways of coping with mass death that convey a sense of gratitude and respect for the sacrifice 
of both the victims of war, and those that mourn in their wake. This social and cultural history of Britain 
in the Second World War places death at the heart of our understanding of the British experience of 
conflict. Drawing on a range of material, Dying for the nation demonstrates just how much death matters 
in wartime and examines the experience, management and memory of death. The book will appeal to 
anyone with an interest in the social and cultural history of Britain in the Second World War.

Women's Writing of the First World War

The First World War was a transformative experience for women, facilitating their entry into new spaces 
and alternative spheres of activity, both on the home front and on the edges of danger zones in Europe 
and beyond. The centenary of the conflict is an appropriate moment to reassess what we choose 
to remember about women’s roles and responsibilities in this period and how women recorded their 
experiences. It is timely to (re)consider the narratives of women’s involvement not only as nurses, 
VADs and mourning mothers, but as pacifist campaigners, poets, war correspondents and contributors 
to developing genres of war writing. This interdisciplinary volume examines women’s representations 
of wartime experience across a wide range of genres, including modernist fiction, ghost stories, 



utopia, poetry, life-writing and journalism. Contributors provide fresh perspectives on women’s written 
responses to the conflict, exploring women’s war work, constructions of femininity and the maternal 
in wartime, and the relationship between feminism, suffrage and pacifism. The volume reinforces the 
importance of the retrieval of women’s wartime experience, urging us to rethink what we choose to 
commemorate and widening the presence of women in the expanding canon of war writing. This book 
was originally published as a special issue of Women’s Writing.

Understanding the imaginary war

This collection offers a fresh interpretation of the Cold War as an imaginary war, a conflict that had 
imaginations of nuclear devastation as one of its main battlegrounds. The book includes survey chap-
ters and case studies on Western Europe, the USSR, Japan and the USA. Looking at various strands 
of intellectual debate and at different media, from documentary film to fiction, the chapters demonstrate 
the difficulties to make the unthinkable and unimaginable - nuclear apocalypse - imaginable. The book 
will be required reading for everyone who wants to understand the cultural dynamics of the Cold War 
through the angle of its core ingredient, nuclear weapons.

Martial masculinities

This collection explores the role of martial masculinities in shaping nineteenth-century British culture 
and society in a period framed by two of the greatest wars the world had ever known. It offers a 
fresh, interdisciplinary perspective on an emerging field of study and draws on historical, literary, visual 
and musical sources to demonstrate the centrality of the military and its masculine dimensions in the 
shaping of Victorian and Edwardian personal and national identities. Focusing on both the experience 
of military service and its imaginative forms, it examines such topics as bodies and habits, families and 
domesticity, heroism and chivalry, religion and militarism, and youth and fantasy. This collection will be 
required reading for anyone interested in the cultures of war and masculinity in the long nineteenth 
century.

The Last Great War

What was it that the British people believed they were fighting for in 1914–18? This compelling history 
of the British home front during the First World War offers an entirely new account of how British 
society understood and endured the war. Drawing on official archives, memoirs, diaries and letters, 
Adrian Gregory sheds new light on the public reaction to the war, examining the role of propaganda 
and rumour in fostering patriotism and hatred of the enemy. He shows the importance of the ethic of 
volunteerism and the rhetoric of sacrifice in debates over where the burdens of war should fall as well 
as the influence of religious ideas on wartime culture. As the war drew to a climax and tensions about 
the distribution of sacrifices threatened to tear society apart, he shows how victory and the processes 
of commemoration helped create a fiction of a society united in grief.

A Kingdom United

In this, the first fully documented study of British and Irish popular reactions to the outbreak of the First 
World War, Catriona Pennell explores UK public opinion of the time and successfully challenges the 
myth of British 'war enthusiasm'. A Kingdom United explores what people felt, and how they acted, in 
response to an unanticipated and unprecedented crisis. It is a history of both ordinary people and elite 
figures in extraordinary times. Dr Pennell demonstrates that describing the reactions of over 40 million 
British and Irish people to the outbreak of war as either enthusiastic in the British case, or disengaged 
in the Irish, is over-simplified and inadequate. Emotional reactions to the war were ambiguous and 
complex, and changed over time. By the end of 1914 the populations of England, Scotland, Wales, 
and Ireland had largely embraced the war, but the war had also embraced them and showed no signs 
of relinquishing its grip. The five months from August to December 1914 set the shape of much that 
was to follow. A Kingdom United describes and explains that twenty-week formative process. Pennell 
draws from a vast array of diaries, letters, journals, and newspaper accounts by the very people who 
experienced the war in its first dramatic five months. She outlines the variety of responses felt amongst 
both the ordinary people and elite figures from across the country.

Evidence, History, and the Great War



In the English-speaking world the Great War maintains a tenacious grip on the public imagination, and 
also continues to draw historians to an event which has been interpreted variously as a symbol of 
modernity, the midwife to the twentieth century and an agent of social change. Although much 'common 
knowledge' about the war and its aftermath has included myth, simplification and generalisation, this 
has often been accepted uncritically by popular and academic writers alike. While Britain may have 
suffered a surfeit of war books, many telling much the same story, there is far less written about the 
impact of the Great War in other combatant nations. Its history was long suppressed in both fascist Italy 
and the communist Soviet Union: only recently have historians of Russia begun to examine a conflict 
which killed, maimed and displaced so many millions. Even in France and Germany the experience of 
1914-18 has often been overshadowed by the Second World War. The war's social history is now ripe 
for reassessment and revision. The essays in this volume incorporate a European perspective, engage 
with the historiography of the war, and consider how the primary textural, oral and pictorial evidence 
has been used - or abused. Subjects include the politics of shellshock, the impact of war on women, 
the plight of refugees, food distribution in Berlin and portrait photography, all of which illuminate key 
debates in war history.

Men of War

Exploring how understandings of masculinity were constructed by British First World war servicemen 
through examination of their personal narratives, including letters home from the front and wartime 
diaries. This book presents a nuanced investigation of masculine identity in Britain during and after the 
First World War.

Men and Menswear

Despite increasing academic interest in both the study of masculinity and the history of consumption, 
there are still few published studies that bring together both concerns. By investigating the changing 
nature of the retailing of menswear, this book illuminates wider aspects of masculine identity as well as 
patterns of male consumption between the years 1880 and 1939. While previous historical studies of 
masculinity have focused overwhelmingly on the moral, spiritual and physical characteristics associated 
with notions of 'manliness', this book considers the relationship between men and activities which were 
widely considered to be at least potentially 'unmanly' - selling, as well as buying clothes - thus shedding 
new light on men's lives and identities in this period.

The Children's War

British children were mobilised for total war in 1914-18. It dominated their school experience and they 
enjoyed it as a source of entertainment. Their support was believed to be vital for Britain's present and 
future but their participation was motivated by a desire to remain connected to their absent fathers and 
brothers.

The Last Two Million Years

A four-part survey of the human adventure.

Fathers and Sons in the English Middle Class, c. 1870–1920

This book explores the relationship between middle-class fathers and sons in England between c. 1870 
and 1920. We now know that the conventional image of the middle-class paterfamilias of this period as 
cold and authoritarian is too simplistic, but there is still much to be discovered about relationships in 
middle-class families. Paying especial attention to gender and masculinities, this book focuses on the 
interactions between fathers and sons, exploring how relationships developed and masculine identities 
were negotiated from infancy and childhood to adulthood and old age. Drawing on sources as diverse 
as autobiographies, oral history interviews, First World War conscription records and press reports of 
violent incidents, this book questions how fathers and sons negotiated relationships marked by shifting 
relations of power, as well as by different combinations of emotional entanglements, obligations and 
ties. It explores changes as fathers and sons grew older and assesses fathers’ role in trying to mould 
sons’ masculine identities, characters and lives. It reveals negotiation and compromise, as well as 
rebellion and conflict, underlining that fathers and sons were important to each other, their relationships 
a significant – if often overlooked – aspect of middle-class men’s lives and identities.
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